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[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 

(Audience applause) 
Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, THE UNGUARDED CONFESSIONS OF BRIAN MULRONEY. 
Peter: MY FAVOURITE QUOTE IN THE BOOK IS ABOUT KIM CAMPBELL WHEN SHE WAS LOSING THE ELECTION. HE SAID, "KEEP YOUR PECKER UP, KIM." (Laughs) 

(Bell chimes) 
Kim: KILLING YOURSELF TO LIVE WITH CHUCK KLOSTERMAN. 

(Driving rock music) 
Chuck: IN RHODE ISLAND, WHERE THE GREAT WHITE FIRE HAPPENED, IT WAS 100 REAL PEOPLE IN A VERY SMALL COMMUNITY. THOSE RELATIONSHIPS WEREN'T CONSTRUCTED. THEY WERE TANGIBLE. 

(Typewriter keys clicking) 
Kim: TALKING TO THE DEAD WITH JAMES VAN PRAAGH. 
James: I HAVE ENOUGH TROUBLE TALKING TO THE LIVING. WHY WOULD I WANT TO TALK TO THE DEAD? 

(Bell chimes) 

(Upbeat folk music) 
Kim: ANN RICE'S NEW ORLEANS. 
Ann: THE HISTORY OF NEW ORLEANS, ITS LEGENDS, ALL OF THAT VERY MUCH INTRIGUED ME WHEN I WAS GROWING UP AND I DON'T UNDERSTAND HOW PEOPLE CAN LIVE IN THIS CITY AND JUST TAKE ITS BEAUTY FOR GRANTED. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: HELLO THERE, AND WELCOME TO THE SHOW. I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. THE SECRET MULRONEY TAPES: THE UNGUARDED CONFESSIONS OF A PRIME MINISTER, IS EXACTLY WHAT AUTHOR PETER C. NEWMAN CAPTURED IN A SERIES OF TAPED INTERVIEWS WITH BRIAN MULRONEY. IT'S A MUST-READ FOR FANS OF CANADIAN POLITICS FULL OF ONE-LINERS AND AN OPEN VIEW OF THE FORMER P.M. 

(Dramatic orchestral music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: Peter C. Newman The Secret Mulroney Tapes ]
Peter: PEOPLE WHO HATE MULRONEY, THEY KNOW THEY'RE GETTING THE REAL PERSON HERE, PROFANITY AND ALL, YOU KNOW, AND THAT'S VERY REFRESHING. I MEAN, HOW OFTEN DO YOU GET A REAL VOICE OF A PRIME MINISTER, SOMETHING THAT'S AUTHENTIC, SOMETHING THAT REFLECTS HIS FEELINGS INSTEAD OF HIS BRIEFING? AND THAT'S WHAT THIS BOOK IS, AND I THINK PEOPLE ARE REALLY DRAWN TO THAT, WHETHER THEY LIKE HIM OR HATE HIM. 

[ Caption: The Secret Mulroney Tapes contains descriptions of Pierre Trudeau as a "coward and a weakling." ]
♪ 

♪ 
Peter: MY FAVOURITE QUOTE IN THE BOOK IS ABOUT KIM CAMPBELL WHEN SHE WAS LOSING THE ELECTION. HE SAID, "KEEP YOUR PECKER UP, KIM." (Laughs) BECAUSE MOST PRIME MINISTERS WOULDN'T SAY THAT. 

[ Caption: Mulroney also describes Jean Cretien as "vulgar." ]

[ Caption: Joe Clark is labelled a "poor bastard" who ruined his own government with his "stupidity." ]
♪ 

♪ 

I HEARD THAT HIS OWN MEMOIRS ARE COMING OUT NEXT YEAR. SO I WAS SITTING ON THESE TAPES AND I THOUGHT I BETTER DO SOMETHING WITH THIS STUFF BECAUSE, YOU KNOW, ONCE HIS OWN MEMOIRS ARE OUT, THEN I'M GOING TO BE THE SECOND GUY AND THIS WAY HE HAS TO DEAL WITH ME INSTEAD OF ME HAVING TO DEAL WITH HIM. MY IMPRESSION IS THAT HE IS GOING TO BE NOT THOUGHT OF AS A GREAT PRIME MINISTER, WHICH HE BELIEVES HE WAS, BUT THAT HE PREPARED THE COUNTRY FOR THE 21st CENTURY. HE MADE US MORE CONTEMPORARY IN A GLOBAL ECONOMY AND THAT'S, THAT'S VERY VALUABLE. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

(Driving rock music) 
Chuck: YOU KNOW THIS EPIC BOOK THAT SOME OF YOU MAYBE KNOW ABOUT? LIKE, THIS EPIC JOURNEY I TOOK? WELL, THIS BOOK IS SET OVER THE SPAN OF THREE WEEKS, BUT THIS TOUR I'VE BEEN DOING WAS SIX WEEKS. SO IT'S SORT OF LIKE HOW THE TELEVISION SHOW MASH WAS ACTUALLY LONGER THAN THE KOREAN WAR ITSELF. 

(Audience laughter) 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: NOW, THAT REFERENCE TO THE MASH TV SHOW IS PERFECT CHUCK KLOSTERMAN. HE'S A WRITER THAT INTERPRETS THE BIGGER WORLD THROUGH THE LENS OF POPULAR CULTURE. HIS FIRST TWO BOOKS, FARGO ROCK CITY AND SEX, DRUGS AND COCOA PUFFS GAVE HIM A HEALTHY FAN BASE. AND HE DOESN'T DISAPPOINT ON HIS LATEST EFFORT ENTITLED, KILLING YOURSELF TO LIVE. KLOSTERMAN, WHO IS ALSO A WRITER FOR SPIN MAGAZINE, IS GIVEN THE ASSIGNMENT OF VISITING SITES WHERE ROCK STARS MET UNTIMELY DEATHS AND THAT'S WHERE IT ALL STARTS. 
[ Caption: Chuck Klosterman Killing Yourself To Live ]

Chuck: I THINK A LOT OF PEOPLE KEEP THINKING WHEN THEY READ THIS BOOK THAT THERE'S GOING TO BE SOME REVELATION, LIKE I'M GOING TO WHERE, SAY, BUDDY HOLLY DIED AND I'LL BE, "OKAY, HERE'S THE SPOT THE PLANE HIT THE GROUND. THIS IS WHAT IT MEANS TO BE ALIVE." THAT'S NOT HOW IT WORKS. 

[ Caption: Buddy Holly was killed in a plane crash Feruary 3, 1959 at Clear Lake, Iowa. ]
♪ THAT'LL BE THE DAY YOU MAKE ME CRY ♪ 

♪ YOU SAY YOU'RE GONNA LEAVE YOU KNOW IT'S A LIE ♪ 

♪ 'CAUSE THAT'LL BE THE DAY WHEN I DIE ♪ 

(Engine revving) 
Kim: POP CULTURE CRITIC GEORGE STROMBOULOPOULOS IS HOST OF CBC'S THE HOUR. HE'S A BIG FAN OF KLOSTERMAN'S WRITING. 
[ Caption: George Stoumboulopoulos host, CBC's The Hour ]

George: HE'S BRILLIANT. HE'S BRILLIANT BECAUSE HE UNDERSTANDS THE ABSOLUTE SIMPLICITY OF PEOPLE'S RELATIONSHIP WITH MUSIC. 

(Audience cheers and applause) 

WHEN SO MANY PEOPLE READ NICK HORNBY'S HIGH FIDELITY AND SAW JOHN CUSACK'S PORTRAYAL OF THAT CHARACTER IN THAT MOVIE, THERE WERE SO MANY GUYS OUT THERE WHO THOUGHT, "THAT WAS ME." 
[ Caption: High Fidelity courtesy of Touchstone Pictures ]

Rob: I GET BY BECAUSE THE PEOPLE MAKE SPECIAL EFFORT TO SHOP HERE, MOSTLY YOUNG MEN, WHO SPEND ALL OF THEIR TIME LOOKING FOR DELETED SMITHS SINGLES AND ORIGINAL, NOT RE-RELEASED, UNDERLINE, FRANK ZAPPA ALBUMS. 
George: CHUCK KLOSTERMAN IS THAT GUY. 
[ Caption: hank williams 1923-1953 ]

[ Caption: jimi hendrix 1942-1970 ]

[ Caption: janis joplin 1953-1970 ]

[ Caption: brian jones 1942-1969 ]

[ Caption: jim morrison 1943-1971 ]

[ Caption: keith moon 1947-1978 ]

[ Caption: tim hardin 1941-1980 ]

[ Caption: sid vicious 1957-1979 ]

Chuck: THE ONE THING THAT I LEARNED, AND MAYBE PART OF ME ALWAYS KNEW THIS, IS THAT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CELEBRITY AND DEATH, OR ROCK AND DEATH IS A COMPLETELY INTERIOR PROCESS. 

[ Caption: Grace Jeff Buckley courtesy of Sony/BMG ]

♪ AND I FEEL THEM DROWN MY NAME ♪ 
Chuck: I USE JEFF BUCKLEY AS AN EXAMPLE OF THIS. WHILE ALIVE, HE SORT OF HAD KIND OF A FOLLOWING THAT WAS LIKE THIS. AND THEN HE WENT SWIMMING IN THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND HE DROWNS. AND THEN ALL OF A SUDDEN PEOPLE GO BACK AND LISTEN TO THAT RECORD, GRACE, OF HIS AND THEY HEAR ALL THESE DIFFERENT THINGS IN IT. THEY SEE THESE LYRICS ABOUT, LIKE, DROWNING IN YOUR OWN TEARS AND IT'S ALMOST AS IF HE'S TALKING ABOUT THE IDEA OF HIS OWN BIOTIC EXISTENCE. 
WHAT'S INTERESTING IS THE ARTIFICE IS COMPLETELY UNCHANGED. THE RECORD DIDN'T CHANGE AT ALL. WHAT PEOPLE DID IS THEY TOOK THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIS DEATH AND INJECTED IT BACK INTO THE RECORD AND THEN HEARD SOMETHING NEW. 

[ Caption: Statesboro Blues Allman Brothers courtesy of Sony/BMG ]
[ Caption: Duane (Captions covered) Berry Oakley from the Allman Brothers band were killed in motorcycle accidents within one year of each other(1971 & 1972), and just two block apart. ]
♪ I LOVE THAT WOMAN ♪ 

♪ BETTER THAN ANY WOMEN I'VE EVER SEEN ♪ 

♪ OH, I LOVE THAT WOMAN ♪ 

♪ BETTER THAN ANY WOMEN I'VE EVER SEEN ♪ 
Kim: TORONTO'S NOW MAGAZINE PUBLISHED A MAJOR ARTICLE ON CHUCK. ITS ARTHUR WAS EMILY BROMSTEIN. 
Emily: THIS GUY IS A GENIUS BECAUSE HE TAKES EVERYTHING THAT WE THINK ABOUT POP CULTURE AND MAKES IT IMPORTANT TO US. ALL OF THESE THAT WE TEND TO DISMISS AS STUPID OR IRRELEVANT OR TRASH, AND MEANWHILE, THEY ARE SUCH HUGE CULTURAL FORCES, SO THEY CAN'T BE THAT IRRELEVANT, RIGHT? AND HE MAKES THOSE THINGS RELEVANT AND HE MAKES THEM OKAY TO BE RELEVANT. 
[ Caption: Smells Like Teen Spirit Nirvana courtesy of DGC Records ]

George: REGARDLESS OF HOW TRIVIAL IT IS OR HOW, OR HOW DEEP YOU THINK IT ACTUALLY IS, MANY PEOPLE, THEIR LIVES ARE DEFINED BY IT. IT'S THE SOUNDTRACK TO YOUR MOST HAPPY MOMENT. IT'S THE SOUNDTRACK TO YOUR MOST DEPRESSING MOMENT. SO REGARDLESS OF WHAT THE SONG IS, IT CAN'T BE TRIVIAL IF IT IS THE SOUNDTRACK TO YOUR DEPRESSION, THE SOUNDTRACK TO YOUR JOY. 

♪ WITH THE LIGHTS OUT, IT'S LESS DANGEROUS ♪ 
[ Caption: original radio broadcast 1994 courtesy of  CFNY ]

Male Announcer: 3:38, I REALLY DON'T WANT TO DO THIS. UM, THIS IS THE LATEST FROM SEATTLE. A RECORD COMPANY OFFICIAL SAYS, NIRVANA LEAD SINGER KURT COBAIN SHOT HIMSELF TO DEATH AT HIS SEATTLE HOME YESTERDAY. 
Kim: WAS THERE ANY LOCATION, THOUGH, THAT REALLY HAD A DRAMATIC EFFECT ON YOU? 
Chuck: WELL, CERTAINLY, I THINK FROM AN EVOCATIVE STANDPOINT, IT WOULD DEFINITELY HAVE BEEN IN RHODE ISLAND WHERE THE GREAT WHITE FIRE HAPPENED. 

(Driving rock music) 

♪ 

I FIGURED, LIKE, REALLY THREE REASONS: FOR ONE, IT WAS MUCH MORE RECENT THAN THE OTHER PLACES I HAD VISITED. THE DEATHS HAD HAPPENED WITHIN A YEAR. FOR ANOTHER, IT WASN'T ONE PERSON DYING. IT WAS 100. AND THIRDLY, MAYBE MOST IMPORTANTLY, IT WASN'T 100 CELEBRITIES. YOU KNOW, IT WAS 100 REAL PEOPLE IN A VERY SMALL COMMUNITY TO THE POINT WHERE VIRTUALLY EVERYBODY IN THIS COMMUNITY PROBABLY HAD SOME RELATIONSHIP TO ONE OF THE PEOPLE WHO DIED. SO WHAT WAS DIFFERENT IS THOSE RELATIONSHIPS WEREN'T CONSTRUCTED. THEY WERE TANGIBLE. 
Kim: KILLING YOURSELF TO LIVE IS NOT MERELY ABOUT DEAD ROCK STARS, THOUGH. KLOSTERMAN USES THAT ASSIGNMENT AS A SPRINGBOARD TO EXAMINE HIS OWN LIFE, PARTICULARLY HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE THREE WOMEN HE LOVES AND THE MUSIC HE ADORES. 
[ Caption: Hey Jude The Beatles courtesy of Apple/EMI ]

Chuck: EVERYBODY HAD A SONG THEY LOVED WHEN THEY WERE 16 BECAUSE OF THE CONTEXT IN WHICH THEY HEARD IT. 

♪ HEY JUDE, BE BRAVE ♪ 
Chuck: EVERYBODY WENT ON A TRIP AND MET SOME WEIRD STRANGER AND THAT CONVERSATION CHANGED THEIR WORLD. SO THESE ARE NORMATIVE THINGS. BUT WHAT I BASICALLY JUST TRIED TO DO IS TAKE THESE SPECIFIC SITUATIONS THAT I HAD AND USE THAT AS A PRISM TO TALK ABOUT CULTURE AS A WHOLE. SO, LIKE, I USE MY LIFE AS A LITERALLY DEVICE. 
George: THE IDEA OF THIS, THIS, YOU KNOW, OMNI-PRESENT VOICE THAT NARRATES THE WHOLE THING AND TAKES ME THROUGH IT IS KIND OF OVER, RIGHT? AND I THINK, AND CHUCK NOTES IT IN HIS BOOK, I THINK DAVE EGGERS REALLY NAILED IT WITH THE HEARTBREAKING WORK OF STAGGERING GENIUS. AND TO ME, THEY'RE ALL JUST OFFSHOOTS OF STEINBECK'S TRAVELS WITH CHARLEY, RIGHT? THIS IS HIM IN THE STORY, BUT ELEMENTS OF HIS LIFE I CAN BECOME A PART OF. 

[ Caption: My Way Sid Vicious courtesy of Virgin/EMI ]

[ Caption: (Captions covered) n's book starts and ends with references to New York's Chelsea Hotel where Sid Vicious allegedly murders his girlfriend. ]
♪ AND NOW THE END IS NEAR ♪ 

♪ AND SO I FACE THE FINAL CURTAIN ♪ 
[ Caption: Emily Bromstein music critic, Now Magazine ]

Emily: I THINK HE'S A GREAT GUY. I THINK HE'S A REALLY GOOD WRITER; I THINK HE HAS INCREDIBLE INSIGHT. HE'S JUST INCREDIBLY FUNNY, INCREDIBLY SELF-AWARE. 
George: WHEN I READ SEX, DRUGS, AND COCOA PUFFS, I THOUGHT TO MYSELF, YOU'VE GOT TO BE KIDDING ME-- PRETTY BANG ON. I AGREED WITH MOST, NOT WITH ALL, BUT PRETTY BANG ON. WHEN I READ KILLING YOURSELF TO LIVE, I THOUGHT, HERE HE IS. THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT GUYS LIKE ME THINK. 
Chuck: THE BOOK'S CALLED KILLING YOURSELF TO LIVE, BUT I THINK IT'S MORE ABOUT LIVING THAN DYING. I MEAN, IT SORT OF COMING TO THIS UNDERSTANDING THAT YEAH, I MEAN, LIFE IS FINITE AND ALWAYS SORT OF DISAPPEARING AND IF YOU DIE, YOU KNOW, ALL OF A SUDDEN, YOU LOSE CONTROL OVER HOW PEOPLE VIEW YOU AND, I MEAN, ALL THAT'S TRUE, BUT I MEAN, I LIKE MY LIFE. I MEAN, I'M HAPPY BEING ALIVE. I DON'T THINK ANYBODY WOULD READ THIS BOOK AND THINK I WANT TO DIE. 
[ Caption: Beyond, with James Van Praagh courtesy Fireworks Entertainment ]

Kim: COMING UP, TALKING TO THE SPIRITS. 
James: I HAVE ENOUGH TROUBLE TALKING TO THE LIVING. WHY WOULD I WANT TO TALK TO THE DEAD? 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ BREAK ] 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Quote of the Day
We are not human beings on a spiritual journey. We are spiritual beings on a human journey. - Stephen Covey, teacher and author ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: Beyond, with James Van Praagh courtesy Fireworks Entertainment ]

James: HELLO, I'M JAMES VAN PRAAGH. AND LIKE MANY OF YOU, I WAS A PROUD SCEPTIC UNTIL ONE DAY WHEN I COULD NO LONGER DENY THE SPIRIT IMPRESSIONS I WAS RECEIVING. 
Male Announcer: COMING TO TELEVISION, A MAN WHO TALKS TO THE DEAD. 
James: THERE'S ALSO A MAN OUT THERE WITH THE INITIAL "J." 
Woman: JERRY. 
James: JERRY, THANK YOU, WITH A "J", YOU UNDERSTAND? WHEN HE WAS ALIVE, HE USED TO BE REALLY TIGHT SOMETIMES ABOUT HIS MONEY AND NOT SPENDING IT. YOU UNDERSTAND THAT? 
Woman: YES. 
James: EVERY NICKEL, EVERY DIME HAD TO BE CALLED FOR. BUT HE SAID, "NOW YOU'RE WELCOME TO SPEND MY MONEY ANY WAY YOU WANT," AND SHE HAS BEEN! 

(Audience laughter) 

[ Caption: James Van Praagh has 5 books and several TV series to his credit. ]

[ Caption: Sometimes labeled a charlatan, the bestselling author is widely recognized by believers as one of the world's foremost clairvoyants. ]
(Percussive instrumental music) 

♪ 

♪ 

[ Caption: James Van Praagh Looking Beyond ]
EVERYBODY IS PSYCHIC FROM ONE DEGREE OR ANOTHER AND EVERYBODY'S BORN WITH A SENSE OF INTUITION OR INSTINCT. SO EVERYBODY'S HAD EXPERIENCES. FOR INSTANCE, THEY THINK ABOUT SOMEONE AND FIVE MINUTES LATER, THE PHONE RINGS AND IT'S THAT PERSON. IT'S A GREAT EXAMPLE OF YOUR INTUITION. 
WE HAVE THEM EVERY DAY. THESE LITTLE INTUITIONS BECAUSE THAT'S OUR SIXTH SENSE. AND WE HAVE SIX SENSES. WE DON'T HAVE FIVE. WE HAVE SIX SENSES. SO THAT'S CALLED INTUITION OR PSYCHIC ABILITY. 
[ Caption: Eric McMillan chair, Skeptics Canada ]

Eric: JAMES VAN PRAAGH IS NOT THE FIRST AND WILL NOT BE THE LAST OF HIS KIND. THE GENIUS OF JAMES VAN PRAAGH'S GENERATION INCLUDES PEOPLE LIKE SYLVIA BROWNE AND JOHN EDWARD. YOU DON'T HAVE ANY OF THAT SCHLOCKY STUFF WHERE THEY TAKE A DEEP VOICE AND ALL THAT. THEY JUST SIT THERE AND TALK JUST THE WAY YOU AND I ARE AND THEY SAY, "OH, YOUR GRANDMOTHER HAS A MESSAGE FOR YOU." SO IT'S MUCH MORE DIFFICULT TO DEBUNK WHAT THEY DO. 
[ Caption: Beyond, with James Van Praagh courtesy Fireworks Entertainment ]

James: ABOUT 20 YEARS AGO A RENOWNED PSYCHIC TOLD ME THAT THE SPIRIT WORLD WANTED TO TALK TO ME. I'LL NEVER FORGET MY RESPONSE. "I HAVE ENOUGH TROUBLE TALKING TO THE LIVING. WHY WOULD I WANT TO TALK TO THE DEAD?" 
WHAT A PSYCHIC IS, IS SOMEONE WHO'S ABLE TO INTERPRET ENERGY, BECAUSE WE'RE MADE UP OF ENERGY. AND THEY CAN READ ENERGY OR FEEL ENERGY, UH, IN A SIXTH SENSE KIND OF WAY. 'CAUSE THEY CAN MEASURE ENERGY AND THEY CAN TELL YOU WHAT THAT ENERGY FEELS LIKE AS FAR A MAYBE THEY'LL FEEL SOMETHING ABOUT YOU OR THEY CAN SEE SOMETHING THAT THE PATTERN OF ENERGY THAT THEY'RE LOOKING AT OR FEELING, WHAT CAN HAPPEN IN THE FUTURE BASED ON THE ENERGY THEY'RE READING AT THAT MOMENT. 
Eric: WHEN PEOPLE PUT FORWARD THESE KIND OF IDEAS AND OTHER PEOPLE ACCEPT THEM WITHOUT CRITICAL THOUGHT, WITHOUT EVALUATING THE EVIDENCE, THEN IT CAN LEAD US DOWN SOME VERY DARK AND DANGEROUS PATHWAYS. 
James: I THINK THAT TO JUST THROW IT OFF LIKE, "OH, HE KNOWS NOTHING ABOUT IT," THAT'S JUST, THAT'S BEING IGNORANT. I FEEL SORRY FOR THEM BECAUSE THEY'RE MISSING OUT ON A WHOLE SPECTRUM OF LIFE. 
[ Caption: Beyond, with James Van Praagh courtesy Fireworks Entertainment ]

THERE'S A CAR CRASH AROUND YOU, BY THE WAY. 
Woman: YES. 
James: THERE'S SOMEONE PASSES OVER IN A CAR CRASH. 
Woman: YES. 
James: AND THERE'S A LADY THAT'S COMING IN HERE AND SHE'S TALKING ABOUT BEING IN A CAR ACCIDENT. AND SHE SAID, "I DIED IN A CAR ACCIDENT." "MY SISTER, MY SISTER KNOWS ME." 
Woman: YES. 
James: SO IT'S YOUR SISTER? 
Woman: YES, I KNOW. 
James: OKAY, ALRIGHT. SHE'S HERE. SHE'S HERE. 
WHEN KIDS ARE BORN, THEY’RE VERY INTUITIVE. THEY'RE VERY INSTINCTUAL. THEY HAVE TO BE TO SURVIVE. AND KIDS ALWAYS HAVE EXPERIENCES. THEY TALK ABOUT IMAGINARY PLAYMATES. BUT THEY'RE NOT REALLY IMAGINARY. SOMETIMES THEY ARE. BUT MANY TIMES THEY ARE A SPIRIT AND THEY SEE THEM. AND KIDS ARE VERY PSYCHIC. THEY'LL TELL YOU WHEN SOMETHING'S GOING TO HAPPEN BEFORE IT HAPPENS. 

(Siren wailing) 
[ Caption: The Sixth Sense courtesy Buena Vista Pictures ]

Cole: YOU KNOW THE ACCIDENT UP THERE? 
Lynn: YEAH. 
Cole: SOMEONE DIED. 
Lynn: THEY DID? 
Cole: A LADY. SHE BROKE HER NECK. 
Lynn: OH, MY GOD. YOU CAN SEE HER? 
Cole: YES. 
Lynn: WHERE IS SHE? 

(Eerie music) 
Cole: STANDING NEXT TO MY WINDOW. 
James: WHEN I WAS A LITTLE BOY, I USED TO SEE THINGS, AS THE MOVIE THE SIXTH SENSE. THAT WAS FROM MY CHILDHOOD. I USED TO SEE SPIRITS. I USED TO SEE LIGHTS AROUND PEOPLE, WHICH NOW WE KNOW IS THE AURA. I USED TO KNOW THINGS BEFORE THEY HAPPENED. I USED TO SEE SOMEONE AND KNOW EVERYTHING ABOUT THEM, WHICH I STILL DO. I'LL MEET SOMEONE AND KNOW EVERYTHING. YOU KNOW, I SEE WHO THEY ARE. I SEE WHO THEY ARE IN A SPIRITUAL WAY, SPIRITUAL SENSE. 
AND, UM, IT'S INTERESTING BECAUSE I OFTEN SAY TO PEOPLE, "THE HARDEST PART OF MY JOB--" 'CAUSE PEOPLE SAY, "WELL, IS IT BECAUSE, YOU KNOW, YOU'RE BOMBARDED ALL THE TIME WITH SPIRITS? ARE THEY ALWAYS, LIKE, AROUND YOU?" "NO." THE HARDEST PART OF MY JOB IS I SEE THE POTENTIAL OF SOMEONE AND THEY DON'T SEE IT THEMSELVES. 
[ Caption: Beyond, with James Van Praagh courtesy Fireworks Entertainment ]

Eric: NUMBER ONE, HE IS NOT SPEAKING TO THE DEAD. I'M ABSOLUTELY SURE THAT SCEPTICS ARE ABSOLUTELY SURE OF THAT AS WE ARE OF ANYTHING ELSE. PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE IN MAGICAL SOLUTIONS OR BELIEVE IN SUPERNATURAL INTERVENTION AND THINGS DO NOT SEEK OUT THE PROPER PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS FOR PROBLEMS IN SOCIETY. 
James: LIFE IS MADE UP OF CHOICES. CHOICES ARE BASED ON EITHER FEAR OR LOVE, AND THAT'S IT. YOU HAVE TO LIVE THE MOMENTS BECAUSE GUESS WHAT? THE NEXT MOMENT MIGHT BE OVER. YOU MIGHT DIE THE NEXT MOMENT. SO YOU HAVE TO LIVE EVERY SINGLE MOMENT. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: SPEAKING OF HAUNTED, THAT'S THE TITLE OF A NEW NOVEL BY CHUCK PALAHNIUK. NOW IF HIS NAME DOESN'T RING A BELL, MAYBE HIS MOST FAMOUS BOOK DOES, FIGHT CLUB. 
[ Caption: Fight Club courtesy of Twentieth Century Fox based upon the novel by Chuck Palahniuk ]

Tyler: FIRST RULE OF FIGHT CLUB IS-- Glass shattering) WOW, NICE-- YOU DO NOT TALK ABOUT FIGHT CLUB. 
Man: TORONTO, GIVE IT UP FOR CHUCK PALAHNIUK. 

(Audience cheers and applause) 

(Driving rock music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: Chuck Palahniuk Haunted ]

Chuck: THE STORY IS BASICALLY 24 OR SO PEOPLE WHO DECIDE TO SORT OF STEP OUT OF THE WORLD FOR THREE MONTHS AND GIVE THEMSELVES 90 DAYS OF ISOLATION TO CREATE THAT MASTERPIECE THAT THEY'VE ALWAYS HOPED WOULD SAVE THEM, TO WRITE THAT NOVEL OR WHATEVER THEY'RE GOING TO DO, THEIR SCREENPLAY THAT IS GOING TO SORT OF RESCUE THEM FROM A VERY ORDINARY LIFE. 

"THIS THICK ROPE, SOME KIND OF SNAKE, BLUE, WHITE, EMBROIDERED WITH VEINS. IT'S COME OUT OF THE POOL DRAIN AND IT'S HOLDING ON TO MY BUTT." 
YOU REALLY LOVE PAIN AND SUFFERING BECAUSE THERE IS SO MANY THINGS IN THE WORLD AND SO MANY PATTERNS THAT REPEAT THEMSELVES EVERY 10 YEARS, EVERY SIX MONTHS, YOU KNOW. I TURN ON THE TELEVISION ABOUT MAYBE ONCE A YEAR AND IT'S ALWAYS BASICALLY THE SAME SET OF THINGS. AND I THINK HUMAN BEINGS ARE MUCH MORE ATTACHED TO PAIN AND SUFFERING THAN THEY ARE EVER GOING TO ADMIT. AND SO THE CHARACTERS IN HAUNTED ARE JUST, ARE IN DENIAL ABOUT IT. BUT THEY ARE REALLY, REALLY WALLOWING IN PAIN AND SUFFERING. 
Man: IF YOU'RE READING CHUCK OVER AND OVER, BOOK AFTER BOOK, YOU KNOW THAT THERE'S GOING TO BE SHOCK IN THERE. SO YOU'RE ALMOST DESENSITIZED TO IT. 
Man 2: I'VE HEARD SOME WEIRD TRUE STORIES IN MY LIFE. THESE ARE PROBABLY THE WEIRDEST. 
Man 3: IT IS SO SHOCKING AND IT'S SO ABRUPT AND CUT AND DRY, THAT IT JUST, IT GETS RIGHT INSIDE YOU. IT'S INFECTIOUS. 
Chuck: BASICALLY, IN ALL MY BOOKS, THE CHARACTERS CREATE THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT DESTROY THEM. YOU KNOW, I REALLY REJECT THE IDEA OF THE VICTIM AND THE VILLAIN, BECAUSE 99% OF THE TIME, THEY'RE THE SAME PERSON. 

(Bell chimes) 
Kim: UP NEXT, ANN RICE'S NEW ORLEANS. 
Ann: THE HISTORY OF NEW ORLEANS, ITS LEGENDS, ITS GHOST STORIES, ALL OF THAT VERY MUCH INTRIGUED ME WHEN I WAS GROWING UP AND I DON'T UNDERSTAND HOW PEOPLE CAN LIVE IN THIS CITY AND JUST TAKE ITS BEAUTY FOR GRANTED. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ BREAK ] 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: Ann Rice, author courtesy of CNN ]

Ann: MY HEART IS ALWAYS IN NEW ORLEANS. NEW ORLEANS IS IN ME. NEW ORLEANS SHAPED MY LIFE. IT MADE ME A WRITER. IT MADE ME A PERSON WHO DREAMED DREAMS. IT MADE A SENSUALIST, A PERSON OF THE IMAGINATION. IT GAVE ME EVERYTHING THAT I AM. MY WHOLE SOUL WILL ALWAYS BE WITH NEW ORLEANS. I MEAN, THE THOUGHT OF LOSING NEW ORLEANS IS MORE THAN I CAN BEAR. 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: THAT'S ANN RICE, AUTHOR OF THE VAMPIRE CHRONICLES, ON CNN SHORTLY AFTER HURRICANE KATRINA HIT, LAMENTING THE DISASTER OF NEW ORLEANS. ANN NOW LIVES IN CALIFORNIA. BUT AS YOU CAN TELL FROM THAT CLIP, NEW ORLEANS IS STILL VERY MUCH IN HER SOUL. 
A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO, Book Television TRAVELLED DOWN TO THE BIG EASY TO INTERVIEW ANN AND TO TAKE A LITERARY TOUR OF THE CRESCENT CITY. HERE'S THE WAY IT WAS. 

[ Caption: New Orleans ]
(Engine rumbling) 

(Conversation din) 

(Traffic din) 
[ Caption: Ann Rice author ]

Ann: I HAVE LOVED THIS CITY IN AN ALMOST INSANE WAY SINCE I WAS A LITTLE GIRL. I USED TO WALK AROUND LOOKING AT THESE BEAUTIFUL HOUSES IN THE GARDEN DISTRICT EVEN THEN AND THINKING THEY WERE JUST WONDERFUL. THE BEAUTY OF THE CITY HAS SHAPED ME, THE GLOOM OF THE CITY, THE TWILIGHTS, THESE WONDERFUL TWILIGHTS WE HAVE. AND THE SKY IS TRULY PURPLE JUST THE WAY I DESCRIBED IT IN MY BOOKS. 

[ Caption: Before the recent flooding, New Orleans hosted two major literary festivals each year and offered bibliophiles rich and varied tours through its literary landscape. ]
(Upbeat jazz music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: Dale Edmonds professor, Tulone University ]

Dale: MEET ME UNDER THE CLOCK AT D.H. HOLMES. THIS WAS A FARM THAT MANY NEW ORLEANIANS WENT THROUGH FOR, FOR DECADES. AND HERE IS IGNATIUS J. REILLY, PROTAGONIST OF A CONFEDERACY OF DUNCES, WHO IS WAITING FOR HIS MAMA. THIS IS WHERE THE NOVEL OPENS. THE NOVEL IS CONSIDERED BY MANY, INCLUDING ME, TO BE THE QUINTESSENTIAL NEW ORLEANS LITERARY WORK. 
Ann: I CAN'T GET ENOUGH OF THE ARCHITECTURE. I LOVE THE FRENCH QUARTER; LOAFING AROUND THROUGH THE FRENCH QUARTER IN THE EVENING TO CATCH, YOU KNOW, THE LAST LIGHT. I LOVE TO DO THAT ON THE WAY BACK FROM DINNER IN MY CAR. 
Dale: IN THE 1920s, MID-1920s, THIS WAS THE RESIDENCE OF SHERWOOD ANDERSON AND HIS WIFE. AND IT WAS HERE THAT WILLIAM FAULKNER LIVED WHEN HE FIRST CAME TO NEW ORLEANS. AND IT WAS HERE THAT HE BEGAN HIS FIRST NOVEL, SOLDIER'S PAY. AT LEAST, MOST EVIDENCE SEEMS TO INDICATE THIS. HIS FRIEND, PHIL STONE, BACK IN OXFORD HADN'T HEARD FROM WILLIAM FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. HE WROTE HIM A LETTER AND SAID, "WHAT'S THE MATTER? DO YOU HAVE A MISTRESS?" AND FAULKNER WROTE BACK, "YES, AND SHE'S 30,000 WORDS LONG." 

[ Caption: Faulkner wrote 20 novels, including Absalom, Absalom!, poetry, short fiction and the screenplay for The Big Sheep, among others. ]
(Upbeat folk music) 

♪ 
Ann: THE HISTORY OF NEW ORLEANS, ITS LEGENDS, ITS GHOST STORIES, ALL OF THAT VERY MUCH INTRIGUED ME WHEN I WAS GROWING UP AND I DON'T UNDERSTAND HOW PEOPLE CAN LIVE IN THIS CITY AND JUST TAKE ITS BEAUTY FOR GRANTED. 
[ Caption: courtesy of Paramount Pictures ]

Dale: BEHIND ME IS THE MONTELEONE HOTEL, WHICH HAS BEEN DESIGNATED A LITERARY LANDMARK BY THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY OF THE UNITED STATES. IT HAS A NUMBER OF LITERARY ASSOCIATIONS PROBABLY BEST KNOWN AS THE PLACE WHERE TRUMAN CAPOTE WAS BORN, OR THAT'S THE WAY HE PUTS IT. HE WAS NOT ACTUALLY BORN THERE. HIS PARENTS WERE LIVING THERE WHEN HE WAS BORN IN TOURO INFIRMARY, WHICH IS A FEW MILES UP THE ROAD THERE. BUT IT MAKES A BETTER STORY TO SAY HE WAS BORN IN THE MONTELEONE HOTEL. 

(Dramatic instrumental music) 

♪ 
IT'S ALSO ASSOCIATED WITH TENNESSEE WILLIAMS. IT'S MENTIONED IN SEVERAL OF HIS WORKS INCLUDING THE ROSE TATTOO. AND HE USED TO STAY THERE WITH HIS GRANDFATHER IN THE EARLY 1950s. 

[ Caption: The French Quarter's most elegant restaurants have provided the settings for many plays and novels. As a result, they've been immortalized. ]
♪ 

IN ADDITION TO BEING ONE OF THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN NEW ORLEANS, GALATOIRE'S IS MENTIONED PROMINENTLY IN A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE. 
[ Caption: A Streetcar Named Desire courtesyof Warner Bros. Pictures ]

Man: I'LL SEE YOU LATER. 
Stanley: ALRIGHT, JUST DON'T FORGET. 
Stella: LOOK, HONEY, I'M TAKING BLANCHE TO GALATOIRE'S FOR SUPPER TONIGHT AND THEN TO A SHOW BECAUSE IT'S YOUR POKER NIGHT. 
Stanley: HOW ABOUT MY SUPPER? I'M NOT GOING TO GALATOIRE'S TONIGHT. 
Dale: THIS IS THE SITE EVERY YEAR OF THE CLIMACTIC EVENT OF THE TENNESSEE WILLIAMS NEW ORLEANS LITERARY FESTIVAL. SOMEONE DRESSED AS STANLEY'S WIFE, STELLA, STANDS ON THE BALCONY AND OUT IN THE COURTYARD HERE ARE 20 OR 30 WOULD-BE STANLEYS. 
Stanley: (Yelling) HEY, STELLA! 
Man: (Yelling) STELLA! 
Man 2: (Yelling) STELLA! 
Man 3: (Screaming) STELLA! 

(Audience cheers and applause) 
Ann: I AM TOTALLY CONNECTED TO THIS CITY. I MEAN, IF I AM PERCEIVED AS A NEW ORLEANS WRITER AND ONE OF THE SIGNIFICANT NEW ORLEANS WRITERS, I AM OVERJOYED. THAT IS A CHILDHOOD DREAM COME TRUE. 

(Upbeat jazz music) 

♪ 

♪ 

(Pulsing rock music) 
Man: HEY YOU, LISTEN UP! 
[ Caption: Bret Easton Ellis Lunar Park ]

Bret: I'M SO TIRED THIS WEEK AND LAST WEEK BECAUSE I'M ON A TOUR THAT IT'S HARD TO GET IT UP TO HATE ANYTHING. IT'S HARD TO GET IT UP TO HATE HOW THE SITUATION IN NEW ORLEANS WAS HANDLED. IT'S HARD TO GET IT UP TO HATE HOW THE WAR IN IRAQ IS GOING. I THINK THAT'S THE THING THAT I HATE THE MOST THIS WEEK, IS THAT I AM NOT ABLE TO TAP INTO ALL THE THINGS THAT I DO USUALLY HATE AND THAT I USUALLY DO GET ANGRY ABOUT. I'M ANGRY ABOUT THAT. 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: THAT'S OUR SHOW, EVERYBODY. HOPE YOU ENJOYED IT. FOR MORE INFO, GO TO OUR WEBSITE... JOIN OUR BOOK CLUB. GIVE US SOME FEEDBACK. 'TIL NEXT TIME, I'M K.C.C. 

[ CREDITS ]
(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 

♪ 

♪ 

(Closed captions created by Bravo!)   
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