The Word This Week
5-02


[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, HOW THE AIR INDIA BOMBERS GOT AWAY WITH MURDER. THE RETURN OF SALMAN RUSHDIE. 

♪ 

ROBERT F. KENNEDY RALLIES AGAINST GOVERNMENT. AND THE BAD BOY OF AMERICAN LIT, BRET EASTON ELLIS. 
Bret: NO MATTER HOW HORRIBLE THE EVENTS ARE, THE READER SHOULD BELIEVE THAT EVERY WORD IN LUNAR PARK IS TRUE. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

♪ 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: HELLO THERE AND WELCOME TO THE WORD THIS WEEK. I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. WHEN ROOKIE VANCOUVER SUN REPORTER KIM BOLAN WAS REPORTING ON THE 1984 AIR INDIA BOMBINGS, SHE HAD NO WAY OF KNOWING THAT SHE'D STILL BE ON THE CASE 20 YEARS LATER. IN HER LATEST BOOK, LOSS OF FAITH, SHE TALKS ABOUT HER QUEST FOR TRUTH AND A VERDICT THAT STUNNED THE NATION. 
Male Anchor: ALL 329 PEOPLE ABOARD AN AIR INDIA JUMBO JET THAT CRASHED INTO THE ATLANTIC OFF THE COAST OF IRELAND TODAY ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN KILLED. AND THERE ARE SUSPICIONS TONIGHT THAT THE CRASH MAY HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY A BOMB EXPLOSION ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT. 
[ Caption: Kim Bolon Loss OF Faith ]

Bolon: LONG BEFORE 9/11, YOU KNOW, WE HAD A TERRORIST ATTACK IN CANADA THAT MANY PEOPLE DIDN'T REALLY APPRECIATE FOR WHAT IT WAS AT THE TIME. I WAS ASKED, ON A COUPLE OF OCCASIONS, BY THE RCMP AND BY THE PROSECUTION, IF I WOULD BE PREPARED TO COME IN AND TALK TO THEM. 
Man: COULD YOU SPELL IT OUT FOR ME? 
Man 2: BECAUSE I AM INNOCENT. 

[ Caption: A British Columbia based Sikh extremist group led by Talwinder Singh Parmar was charged with the 1985 terrorist bombings. ]
(Traditional instrumental music) 

♪ 
Bolon: AT THE TIME, I SAID, "NO, NO, I'M A REPORTER. I JUST WANT TO COVER THIS." UH, THEY HAD INFORMATION FROM ONE OF THEIR WITNESSES AND THAT I COULD HAVE CORROBORATED SOME OF THE THINGS THAT SHE WAS TELLING THEM. HOWEVER, THEY RESPECTED MY JOURNALISTIC INDEPENDENCE AND THEY NEVER CALLED ME. BUT WHEN THE VERDICT CAME DOWN, AND THAT WOMAN, WHO WAS CALLED THE STAR WITNESS, WAS NOT BELIEVED, I FELT A LOT OF REGRETS THAT PERHAPS I HADN'T DONE THE RIGHT THING. 

[ Caption: The Air India bombing investigation and criminal trial became the longest and most expensive in Canadian history. ]
♪ 

I FELT LIKE NOT ENOUGH OF THE TRUTH CAME OUT AT THE TRIAL. I THINK WE THOUGHT THERE'D BE AT LEAST ONE CONVICTION THAT DAY. BUT, YOU KNOW, WE ALSO KNEW THAT IT WAS A CIRCUMSTANTIAL CASE. AND IT'S UP TO, ULTIMATELY, ONE MAN, AND THAT WAS THE JUDGE, AND HE SAID IT WASN'T ENOUGH TO CONVICT. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
Kim: THE ISOLATED AREA OF KASHMIR WAS IN THE NEWS RECENTLY DUE TO THE MASSIVE EARTHQUAKE IN ASIA. IT ALSO HAPPENS TO BE THE LOCATION FOR SALMAN RUSHDIE'S NEW NOVEL SHALIMAR THE CLOWN, WHICH CENTRES ON THE POLITICALLY AND GEOGRAPHICALLY UNSTABLE REGION. 

(Ethereal instrumental music) 

[ Caption: Salman Rushdie Shalimar the Clown ]

Salman: KASHMIR WAS ALWAYS THE PLACE WHERE THE ISLAM THAT TOOK ROOT THERE WAS OF A VERY MYSTICAL, SUFISTIC KIND AND EXTREMELY PEACEFUL. AND KASHMIRIS IN INDIA, UNTIL RECENTLY, WERE A BYWORD FOR PEACE-LOVING PEOPLE. AND IT'S A KIND OF DEEP IRONY THAT THIS, THE MOST PEACE-LOVING PART OF INDIA-- OF THE SUBCONTINENT INDEED-- SHOULD BECOME THE PLACE WHICH IS NOW THE SCENE OF THE GREATEST VIOLENCE. 

(Yelling in another language) 

IF I'M WRITING A NOVEL, IT'S BECAUSE I'M TRYING TO SAY SOMETHING ABOUT THE REAL WORLD. SO WHY SHOULDN'T IT INVOLVE THE REAL WORLD? 

(Explosions) 

SHALIMAR THE CLOWN AT THIS YOUNG AGE, 15 TO 18, ESSENTIALLY, IS A HAPPY MAN WHO HAS EVERYTHING HE WANTS. HE HAS THE GIRL. GIRL LOVES HIM. HE'S DOING WORK THAT HE'S GOOD AT: CLOWNING. AND THEN HIS WORLD IS SHATTERED BY THE ARRIVAL OF VARIOUS SERPENTS IN PARADISE. FOR ME, REALLY, THE GREAT QUESTION IN THIS BOOK WAS HOW DOES SOMEBODY WHO IS A SWEET, YOUNG BOY-- ABOUT WHO IT IS SAID THAT HE WOULD NEVER HURT ANYONE-- TURN INTO AN EXTREMELY DANGEROUS, INDEED MURDEROUS, MAN. AND THE ANSWER TO THAT, IN A WAY, IS THE STORY OF THE BOOK. 
Kim: WOODY HARRELSON HAS GONE FROM FRIENDLY BARTENDER ON CHEERS TO HOLLYWOOD STAR TO POT-SMOKING, ENVIRONMENTAL ECO WARRIOR. HE'S GOT A BOOK OUT THESE DAYS. IT'S ENTITLED GO FURTHER, AND IT'S BASED ON THE RON MANN DOCUMENTARY OF THE SAME NAME. TOGETHER, THEY ARE GUIDES TO SIMPLE, ORGANIC LIVING. 

(Cheers and applause) 

(Upbeat banjo music) 

♪ 
Woody: THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR COMING HERE. I LOVE TORONTO. ALL RIGHT, WELL, LET'S GET STARTED. 

(Acoustic guitar music) 

♪ 

♪ THE BUS COME BY, AND I GOT ON THIS WHEN IT ALL BEGAN ♪ 
[ Caption: Woody Harrelson How To Go Further ]

Woody: IT'S BASED ON A TRIP THAT SOME FRIENDS OF MINE AND I TOOK DOWN THE COAST FROM SEATTLE TO SANTA BARBARA. FROM THAT CAME A DOCUMENTARY CALLED GO FURTHER THAT RON MANN DID HERE LOCALLY. UH, UM, I MEAN, RON MANN'S LOCAL, BUT HE DIDN'T DO IT HERE. 
[ Caption: Go Further courtesy of Mongrel Media ]
DO WE KEEP DOING THINGS THAT ARE DESTRUCTIVE TO MOTHER NATURE? DO WE KEEP DOING THAT WHEN WE KNOW WE COULD DO SOMETHING ELSE? OH, YES! 
Girl: STOP CUTTING DOWN TREES. 

(Cheers and applause) 
Woody: I DO THINK I CAN SEE A REAL GROUNDSWELL, YOU KNOW. I SEE A LOT OF PEOPLE SHIFTING AND CARING ABOUT ORGANIC FOOD OR, YOU KNOW, ORGANIC, UH, CLOTHING. COURSE, YOU KNOW, I STARTED ALL THIS STUFF JUST TO TRY TO COMPENSATE FOR THOSE THINGS THAT I'M DOING TO SELF-DESTRUCT. 
Man: SO YOU DON'T DO DAIRY, NO CHEESE, MILK. 
Woody: NO. NO, MAN, YOU KNOW WHAT'S IN DAIRY? 
Man: VITAMIN D. 
Woody: BLOOD AND PUS. 
Man: SHUT UP. 
Woody: UDDERS ARE GETTING WORKED SO MUCH THAT THEY'RE JUST IRRITATED, AND IT'S JUST SECRETING BLOOD AND PUS INTO THE MILK. 
Man: I MEAN, I LOVE MILK. I MEAN, DOES THAT COUNT FOR CHOCOLATE SHAKES TOO? IS THERE BLOOD AND PUS IN MY CHOCOLATE SHAKE? 
Woody: I DON'T KNOW. WHEN WE WERE DOING THAT TRIP, I THOUGHT IT'D BE COOL TO STOP AND KIND OF SHARE THE STUFF THAT WE CARE ABOUT, YOU KNOW. THERE'S A HELL OF A LOT I NEED TO LEARN, SO I'M HOPING SOMEBODY DOES A LITTLE TRIP LIKE THAT AND LAYS SOME THINGS ON ME. 
Kim: IT'S NOT OFTEN THAT A PUBLICATION HAS ALL OF ITS CONTENTS SUPPLIED BY ITS READERS. BUT SUCH IS THE CASE WITH OUR CANADA, A HOME-GROWN PUBLICATION THAT HAS QUICKLY BECOME A MAJOR SUCCESS STORY. 

[ Caption: Montreal ]

(Upbeat funky music) 
[ Caption: Murray Lewis Editor-In-Chief ]

Murray: ALL OF THE CONTENT OF THE MAGAZINE IS SENT TO US BY READERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY IN EVERY PROVINCE, EVERY TERRITORY. THEY SEND US WHAT INTERESTS THEM: PICTURES OF THEIR BACKYARD, THEIR STREET, THEIR TOWN, UH, THEIR FAVOURITE VIEW. THEY SEND THAT IN, WE SIFT THROUGH IT ALL, PICK THE STUFF THAT WE LIKE THE BEST, COME UP WITH A GOOD VARIETY, MAKE SURE THE WHOLE COUNTRY'S REPRESENTED, AND THEN WE LAY IT OUT. 

(Majestic instrumental music) 

IN SOME WAYS, THE MAGAZINE IS THE TRIUMPH OF NICENESS. IT'S, UM, IT'S A PLACE WHERE WE DON'T HAVE POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS. WE DON'T HAVE SOCIAL ISSUES DISCUSSED. IT'S NOT A PLACE TO DEBATE. IT'S A PLACE FOR CELEBRATION. IT'S A PLACE FOR PEOPLE TO GET TOGETHER AND SHARE THE THINGS THAT MATTER TO THEM. IT MAY BE, UH, I THINK IS, THE FASTEST-GROWING MAGAZINE IN DECADES. IT'S THE-- WE'VE GONE FROM, WELL, WE STARTED WITH ZERO AND ZOOMED UP TO WELL OVER 200,000, ALMOST A QUARTER OF A MILLION IN 18 MONTHS. 

♪ 

IT'S SO MUCH FUN TO WORK ON, AND THE READERS ARE INCREDIBLE TO TALK TO. SO WE HAVE A GRAND TIME. WE SPEND ALL DAY TALKING TO PEOPLE RIGHT ACROSS THE COUNTRY. 
Kim: COMING UP, CRIMES AGAINST NATURE. 
Robert: IN THE UNITED STATES, WE NOW HAVE A SITUATION WHERE ALL 14,000 RADIO STATIONS ARE CONTROLLED BY SIX COMPANIES. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ BREAK ] 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Quote Of The Day "The supreme reality of our time is our common vulnerability on this planet." John F. Kennedy Address to the Irish Parliament June 28, 1963 ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
Kim: ONE OF THE DARLINGS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT IS THIS GUY, ROBERT F. KENNEDY JR. HOW HE BECAME INVOLVED IN SAVING THE PLANET IS A STORY UNTO ITSELF. BACK IN 1984, HE WAS BUSTED FOR HEROIN POSSESSION. THE RESULTING COMMUNITY SERVICE SENTENCE AT AN ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY GOT HIM INVOLVED WITH SAVING THE PLANET. HIS LATEST BOOK IS CRIMES AGAINST NATURE. 
Robert: THE CONTROL OF BUSINESS BY GOVERNMENT IS CALLED COMMUNISM. CONTROL OF GOVERNMENT BY BUSINESS IS CALLED FASCISM. AND WHAT WE NEED TO DO IS WALK THAT NARROW TRAIL IN BETWEEN, WHICH IS FREE MARKET CAPITALISM AND DEMOCRACY AND KEEP BIG GOVERNMENT AT BAY WITH OUR RIGHT HAND, BIG BUSINESS AT BAY WITH OUR LEFT. AND FROM THE BEGINNING OF OUR HISTORY, OUR GREATEST POLITICAL LEADERS HAVE WARNED AMERICANS AGAINST THE DOMINATION BY CORPORATE POWER. 
Man: SO HELP ME GOD. 
George W. Bush: SO HELP ME GOD. 
Man: CONGRATULATIONS. 

[ Caption: Kennedy warns that the Bush administration Is controlled by corporations that are laying waste to the environment. ]
(Triumphant horn music) 

♪ 
George W. Bush: THIS ECONOMY IS, UH, IT'S GOT FOUNDATIONS FOR GROWTH, SO THE PEOPLE WHO WANT TO FIND WORK CAN FIND WORK, SO THAT THE ENTREPRENEURS IN AMERICA CAN FLOURISH. 
[ Caption: courtesy of WWF-Canada ]

Robert: THE FACTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES, YOU KNOW. THE HEAD OF THE FOREST SERVICE IS A TIMBRE INDUSTRY LOBBYIST-- PROBABLY THE MOST RAPACIOUS IN HISTORY, MARK REY. THE HEAD OF PUBLIC LANDS IS A MINING INDUSTRY LOBBYIST WHO BELIEVES THAT PUBLIC LANDS ARE UNCONSTITUTIONAL. YOU KNOW, LAST WEEK THE NEW YORK TIMES REPORTED THAT PHILIP COONEY, WHO IS AN AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE LOBBYIST, WAS, IS SECOND IN COMMAND OF C.E.Q., THE COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, WHICH IS THE WHITE-- IN THE WHITE HOUSE-- IS SUPPOSED TO BE ADVISING THE PRESIDENT ON THE ENVIRONMENT, AND HIS SOLE JOB WAS TO REVIEW EVERY FEDERAL SCIENTIFIC PRONOUNCEMENT AND DOCUMENT TO REMOVE ANY REFERENCE TO THE REALITY OF GLOBAL WARMING. 

(Traffic din) 
[ Caption: Monte Hummel President Emeritus, WWF Canada ]

Monte: THERE'S NO DOUBT THAT MR. CHENEY AND, UH, MR. BUSH'S FRIENDLINESS AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO WASHINGTON AND IS VERY DEFINITELY AFFECTING U.S. POLICY ON THE ENVIRONMENT. 

(Camera shutters clicking) 
George W. Bush: GOOD MORNING, EVERYBODY. 
Man: GOOD MORNING, MR. PRESIDENT. TIME MAGAZINE SAYS YOU'RE MAN OF THE YEAR. 
Monte: THE ISSUE I KNOW BEST IS THE PROPOSALS TO DRILL IN THE COASTAL PLAIN OF THE ARCTIC, UH, NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE IN ALASKA. THIS IS A CANADIAN ISSUE BECAUSE THE CARIBOU, PORCUPINE CARIBOU THAT MOVE BACK AND FORTH, WINTER IN CANADA AND THEN GIVE BIRTH TO THEIR CALVES IN THE REFUGE. AND THE GWITCHIN PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN CANADA AND THE U.S. DEPEND ON THOSE CARIBOU. SO THIS ISN'T JUST A U.S. ISSUE. CANADA'S VERY MUCH AFFECTED BY THIS. 
Male Anchor: AND STILL NO RESOLUTION. 
Male Announcer: ON WORLD NEWS TONIGHT... 
Male Anchor 2: PRESIDENT BUSH CALLED ON WORLD LEADERS... 

[ Caption: Kennedy lays much of the blame for the deteriorating environmental policies at the feet of the media. ]
(Bold instrumental music) 

♪ 
Male Announcer: THIS IS THE CBS EVENING NEWS. 
Robert: IN OUR COUNTRY, THE BIG LIE IS THAT THERE'S A LIBERAL MEDIA. THERE IS NO LIBERAL MEDIA IN AMERICA. IF WE'RE GOING TO KEEP OUR DEMOCRACY INTACT, WE NEED A VIGOROUS, ROBUST, AGGRESSIVE, UH, PRESS THAT'S WILLING TO SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER. AND WE DON'T HAVE THAT. WE'VE HAD A HUGE CONSOLIDATION OF THE MEDIA THROUGHOUT NORTH AMERICA, BUT IN THE UNITED STATES, WE NOW HAVE A SITUATION WHERE ALL 14,000 RADIO STATIONS ARE CONTROLLED BY SIX COMPANIES THAT ALSO CONTROL ALL 6,000 TV STATIONS, 80% OF OUR NEWSPAPERS, OUR BILLBOARDS, OUR CABLE TV AND NOW MORE AND MORE THE INTERNET. 

[ Caption: Kennedy is also pushing his environmental message in his new children's book on St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of the environment and animals. ]
(Lyrical orchestral music) 

♪ 

♪ 
[ Caption: Eleanor LeFave Owner, Mable's Fables ]

Eleanor: THE KENNEDY FAMILY HAVE HAD AN AFFINITY FOR THIS SAINT. AND, IN FACT, ROBERT F. KENNEDY AND ROBERT F. KENNEDY JR., UH, BOTH ARE NAMESAKES, UM, THE F, UH, STANDING FOR FRANCIS. 
Robert: WHAT FRANCIS UNDERSTOOD, WHAT HE SAID TO PEOPLE IS THAT, YOU KNOW, GOD TALKS TO US IN MANY, MANY VECTORS, YOU KNOW, THROUGH THE WILDERNESS AND THROUGH CREATION AND THROUGH POETRY AND ART AND SONG. AND HE LOVED POETRY, AND HE LOVED MUSIC, AND HE SANG EVERYWHERE THAT HE WENT. AND HE SAID THIS IS THE WAY THAT GOD TALKS TO US, THAT, YOU KNOW, THE PRIESTS DON'T HAVE A MONOPOLY, AND THE BISHOPS AND THE ARCHBISHOPS COMING DOWN FROM ROME, THIS HIERARCHY, YOU KNOW, THEY USE TO DICTATE TO PEOPLE, YOU KNOW, WHAT GOD SAID. YOU DON'T NEED TO PAY ATTENTION TO THAT; THAT YOU CAN FIND GOD EVERYWHERE, AND THAT THE ESSENCE OF GOD IS THE LIFE OF CHRIST. THE ESSENCE OF RELIGION AND CHRISTIANITY IS NOT, YOU KNOW, THESE BIBLICAL MANDATES, BUT THE LIFE OF CHRIST. AND THAT-- WHAT DOES THAT LIFE MEAN? THE MISSION WAS ABOUT LOVE, AND IT WAS ABOUT HOPE AND ABOUT BROTHERHOOD AND, UH, AND KINDNESS AND FORGIVENESS. 

[ Caption: The mention of the Kennedy family name begs the question if Robert Jr. will follow his father and uncle's route to public office. ]
(Instrumental version of The Star-Spangled Banner) 
♪ 

THERE ARE PARTS OF ME THAT ARE, YOU KNOW, THAT ARE ATTRACTED TO, THAT ARE INCLINED TO RUN FOR POLITICAL OFFICE. BUT, UM, THERE'S, UH, YOU KNOW, I HAVE OTHER CONSIDERATIONS THAT I'M ALWAYS WEIGHING AS WELL. SO, YOU KNOW, I'M NOT GOING TO MAKE THAT DECISION TODAY. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption: Varda Burstyn is a writer and environmentalist. Her first novel, Water Inc., is a thriller about a plot by U.S. multinationals to drain Canada of its water. ]
(Mellow percussive music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: Varda Burstyn Water Inc ]

Varda: WE ARE IN A SITUATION WHERE ALREADY ONE THIRD OF THE PEOPLES ON THIS PLANET DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO THE WATER THAT THEY NEED TO SUSTAIN THEIR DAILY LIFE. THE U.N. ESTIMATES THAT THAT NUMBER WILL PROBABLY DOUBLE, POSSIBLE TRIPLE, BY THE YEAR 2025, THAT WE'LL HAVE MORE WATER REFUGEES BY THAT YEAR THAN WE WILL HAVE REFUGEES FROM WAR. 
THERE'S A LOT OF CONTROVERSY. IS IT GLOBAL WARMING? IS IT CLIMATE CHANGE? IS IT A NATURAL CYCLE? WHATEVER IT IS, WE ARE LOSING WATER. WE'RE LOSING WATER IN PART BECAUSE OF THE CLIMATE, AND WE'RE LOSING IT BECAUSE WE'RE ALSO DRINKING IT DOWN AT THE MOST AMAZING RATES. 
SO, WE'VE GOT SOME TROUBLE. NOW, CANADA HAS TWO THIRDS OF THE FRESH WATER OF THIS CONTINENT. AND, SO, I SUPPOSE IT DOESN'T TAKE A PH.D. IN HYDROLOGY TO FIGURE OUT THAT THE PEOPLE DOWN THERE ARE GOING TO BE LOOKING AT THE WATER UP HERE AND SAYING, "THIS IS HOW WE SHOULD BE SOLVING OUR WATER PROBLEMS." IN FACT, IT'S ALREADY HAPPENING. UM, THERE HAVE BEEN MANY DISCUSSIONS, AND THEY'RE ONGOING, AND THEY'RE NOT HAPPENING IN THE PUBLIC REALM, BUT GOVERNMENT TO GOVERNMENT AND BIG PRIVATE WATER COMPANY TO WATER COMPANY DISCUSSIONS ABOUT HOW TO GET CANADA'S WATER. 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: "MISCELLANEOUS FEMALE" WAS THE SIGN ON THE DRESSING ROOM DOOR THAT SINGER DAMHNAIT DOYLE WAS USING AT A GIG FOR THE CANADIAN SONGWRITERS HALL OF FAME. IT'S ALSO THE TITLE OF HER JOURNAL, WHICH HAS JUST BEEN PUBLISHED. IT COVERS TWO YEARS ON THE ROAD FOR THIS NEWFOUNDLAND SINGER. 

[ Caption: Toronto ]
(Traffic din) 

♪ LONELY AS AN ANGEL ♪ 

♪ IN A GODLESS SKY ♪ 

(Sustained note) 
[ Caption: Damhnait Doyle Author/Musician ]

Damhnait: IT WAS THE MOST STRESSFUL THING I'VE EVER DONE IN MY LIFE BECAUSE IT WAS SOMETHING I REALLY WANTED TO DO. I THOUGHT IT WAS A FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY. I DIDN'T WANT TO LET IT GO BY. SO I REALLY WAS-- I SPENT MORE TIME WRITING THIS YEAR THAN I DID WRITING MUSIC OR TRAVELLING EVEN. EVERY SPARE MOMENT THAT I HAD WAS REALLY ABOUT DOING EXCITING THINGS, SO I COULD, YOU KNOW, SOMEHOW FILL UP A BOOK. 

♪ DOES IT GIVE YOU A RUSH ♪ 

(Sustained note) 

♪ TO THINK I WANT YOU SO MUCH ♪ 

♪ YOU SAID YOU... ♪ 

(Crowd din) 
Damhnait: THIS IS HOW WE SAY CHEERS IN NEWFOUNDLAND. 

(Laughter) 

LIFE COMES AND SURPRISES YOU WITH LITTLE THINGS, AND YOU JUST HAVE TO GO ON THE RIDE EVEN THOUGH YOU'RE NOT REALLY SURE HOW TO DRIVE. SO THAT'S KIND OF WHERE I'M AT RIGHT NOW, BUT I'M LOOKING FORWARD TO DOING SO MUCH MORE. 

♪ FOR YOU TO KILL ME ♪ 

♪ WITH YOUR KINDNESS AGAIN ♪ 

NOW GO BUY MY BOOK. 

(Audience laughter) 

(Cheers and laughter) 

(Majestic percussive drumming) 
Man: TELL ME ABOUT YOUR NEXT WACKY IDEA THAT THEY WILL NEVER GO FOR. 
Donald: WELL, I CAN TELL YOU A LITTLE BIT LATER ON ABOUT IT. 
Man: OKAY. 

(Majestic instrumental music) 

♪ 
Kim: GRAPHIC WAR IS REMARKABLE IN BOTH CONCEPT AND SCOPE. THE MAN WHO TURNED HIS LOVE AFFAIR WITH AVIATION INTO THIS BEAUTIFUL BOOK IS DONALD NIJBOER. 
[ Caption: Donald Nijboer Graphic War ]
Donald: GRAPHIC WAR IS THE VISUAL AIDS THAT WERE USED TO TRAIN AIR CREW DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR. UM, ALL OF THEM WERE RESTRICTED OR TOP SECRET, UH, CUTAWAY DRAWINGS, HOW-TO POSTERS, SAFETY REMINDER POSTERS, UH, CUTAWAY DRAWINGS OF ENEMY AIRCRAFT EQUIPMENT, THAT SORT OF THING. FOR AS MUCH AS THINGS WERE DESTROYED DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR, SO MUCH WAS CREATED AS WELL. THERE YOU GO, EH. 
Mike: THANKS, DONALD. 
Donald: THANKS, MAN. 
Kim: UP NEXT, THE RETURN OF THE AMERICAN PSYCHO. 
Bret: NO MATTER HOW HORRIBLE THE EVENTS ARE, THE READER SHOULD BELIEVE THAT EVERY WORD IN LUNAR PARK IS TRUE. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ BREAK ] 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: Bret Easton Ellis Lunar Park ]

Bret: A LOT OF SUBJECTS I COULD EXPLORE IN FICTION WITHOUT FEELING THAT I HAD TO CENSOR MYSELF SOME WAY, WHICH I DID FEEL, HEAVILY, WHEN I TRIED TO WRITE A PIECE THAT WAS SORT OF A MEMOIR ABOUT GROWING UP IN L.A. AND MY FATHER AND, UM, YOU KNOW, THE PUBLISHING OF LESS THAN ZERO. UM, I COULDN'T DO IT. I MEAN, I JUST-- IT WAS SO BORING. FICTION'S SO MUCH MORE INTERESTING TO ME, BUT I'M A NOVELIST, YOU KNOW. I'M NOT A NON-FICTION WRITER. I'M A NOVELIST, SO, OF COURSE, FICTION'S MORE INTERESTING TO ME THAN, UM... REAL LIFE. 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: THE BAD BOY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE, MR. BRET EASTON ELLIS IS BACK WITH HIS FIRST NOVEL IN SEVEN YEARS. IT'S ENTITLED LUNAR PARK. ONCE AGAIN, MR. ELLIS IS PLAYING MIND GAMES WITH THE READER. THE LEAD CHARACTER IN LUNAR PARK IS BRET EASTON ELLIS. BUT IS IT A FICTIONAL ONE OR A REAL ONE? YOU MAKE UP YOUR MIND. 

♪ 
Bret: IT'S LIKE MY GREATEST HITS PACKAGE. IT IS, IN A WAY, A MID-CAREER RETROSPECTIVE OF MY WORK, AND ME LOOKING BACK AT THE PAST AND SEEING WHAT'S HAUNTED ME THE MOST, UH, IN TERMS OF WHAT I'VE CREATED. 

(Ethereal percussive music) 

♪ 

PATRICK BATEMAN OBVIOUSLY BEING, UH, THE, UH, CHARACTER THAT HAS CAUSED ME THE MOST CONSTERNATION IN A LOT OF WAYS. 

[ Caption: American Psycho courtesy of Lions Gate Films ]
(Buzzing) 
Kim: PATRICK BATEMAN, THE SERIAL KILLER IN AMERICAN PSYCHO, WAS BASED ON BRET'S REAL-LIFE FATHER. 
Patrick: DO YOU HAVE ANY WITNESSES OR FINGERPRINTS? 
Man: ACTUALLY, YES. 
Kim: BATEMAN REAPPEARS IN THE NEW WORK AND TURNS LUNAR PARK INTO A HORROR STORY, WHICH PAYS HOMAGE TO STEPHEN KING. 
Evelyn: YOU'RE INHUMAN. 
Patrick: I KNOW MY, UH, BEHAVIOUR CAN BE-- (Laughs) ERRATIC SOMETIMES. 
Bret: DEFINITELY, LUNAR PARK IS INFLUENCED BY STEPHEN KING, WHO I READ A TON OF WHEN I WAS A KID. AND I REMEMBER READING, UH, I GUESS IT WAS SALEM'S LOT IN-- I DON'T KNOW-- WHATEVER YEAR THAT CAME OUT, 1975, I GUESS, AND READING THAT, LIKE, 11 TIMES ONE SUMMER. I WAS SO INTERESTED IN THAT BOOK, AND IT WAS SO SCARY. AND THAT PROBABLY HAD A BIG INFLUENCE ON ME. 
[ Caption: Mark Daniell Critic ]

Mark: WHAT HE'S DEALING WITH IS THE PAST. HE'S DEALING WITH RELATIONSHIP, PARTICULARLY FATHER AND SON RELATIONSHIPS. AND HE'S DEALING WITH IT IN SUCH A WAY THAT HE'S TRYING TO HEAL WOUNDS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN CLOSED. 
Kim: CONNECTIONS HAVE BEEN DRAWN BETWEEN THE PATRICK BATEMAN CHARACTER AND CANADA'S NOTORIOUS MURDERERS PAUL BERNARDO AND KARLA HOMOLKA. 
Bret: THE BRET EASTON ELLIS OF LUNAR PARK DOES, UH, REFERENCE THOSE CRIMES IN TORONTO AND, UH, IS HAUNTED BY THEM AND DOES OFFER SORT OF AN APOLOGY FOR AMERICAN PSYCHO, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THEM, BUT BECAUSE OF OTHER CRIMES THAT, UH, THIS FRANKENSTEIN-LIKE MONSTER IS COMMITTING THROUGHOUT THE SUBURBS THAT THE ELLIS CHARACTER HAS MOVED TO. 
[ Caption: Giles Blunt Author/Critic ]

Giles: BRET EASTON ELLIS HAS TWO DIFFERENT KINDS OF FANS. ONE WOULD BE THE STEPHEN KING FANS WHO LOVED AMERICAN PSYCHO AND, PARTICULARLY, THE MOVIE OF AMERICAN PSYCHO. THEY LIKE THE GORE AND THE HUMOUR IN IT, THOUGH VERY BLACK HUMOUR. 
AND THERE'S ANOTHER KIND OF READER, WHO JUST LIKES THE FACT THAT HE HAS A KIND OF "DOESN'T CARE" ATTITUDE ABOUT THE CONVENTIONS OF THE NOVEL, AND HE'S GOING TO DO WHAT HE WANTS TO DO, REGARDLESS, AND PAINT A PORTRAIT OF HIS SOCIETY, AS HE PRESUMABLE SEES IT, ANY OLD WAY HE SEES FIT. 
Mark: I KNOW BRET DOESN'T LIKE TO BE THOUGHT OF AS A GENERATIONAL WRITER. WHAT THE COMMON THREAD IS IS BRET'S ABILITY TO GET DOWN AND REALLY CRITICIZE OUR CONSUMER CULTURE AND DO IT IN REFRESHING INTERESTING WAYS EACH TIME. 
[ Caption: The Rules of Attraction courtesy of Lions Gate Films ]

Sean: SEARCH FOR THIS NIGHT'S PREY. WHO WILL IT BE? 
Kim: IN RULES OF ATTRACTION, THE SUPERFICIALITY OF RICH, YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE 1980s IS EXAMINED. 
Bret: IF ANYONE REALLY WANTS TO SEE MY SENSIBILITY MOVED FROM ONE MEDIUM, NOVELS, INTO ANOTHER MEDIUM BEING FILM AND ACCURATELY CAPTURING WHO I AM AS A WRITER, THAT'S THE MOVIE TO RENT. THAT'S THE MOVIE TO CHECK OUT. 
Lara: YOU LOOK FAMILIAR. HAVE WE MET? 
Sean: (Voiceover) "I THINK I (Muted) YOU SOMEWHERE TOWARDS THE BEGINNING OF TERM. THE WET WEDNESDAY PARTY." NO. 
Kim: DID YOU LIKE THE NOVEL? 
Mark: I DID LIKE IT. I THOUGHT IT HAS ALL OF THE ELEMENTS THAT FANS OF BRET EASTON ELLIS ARE GOING TO LOVE IN THE SENSE THAT IT DOES HAVE THE POINTED CRITICISMS, IT DOES HAVE THE SATIRE, IT DOES HAVE THE HUMOUR. BUT THEN AS THE BOOK PROGRESSES, THERE'S A REAL SENSE OF HUMANITY THAT HAS NEVER, I SUPPOSE, BREATHED ITSELF INTO ANY OF HIS OTHER WORK BEFORE. 
Giles: IT KEEPS A DISTANCE, AND THAT'S IRRITATING TO PEOPLE WHO JUST WANT TO BE LOST IN A BOOK AND JUST WANT TO CARE ABOUT THE CHARACTERS AND BE MOVED AND TOUCHED BY THEM. IT DOESN'T WORK LIKE THAT. IF HE WAS TRYING TO DO THAT KIND OF STORY THAT WOULD MOVE YOU AND TOUCH YOU, THEN IT'S A FAILURE. IF HE'S TRYING TO WRITE ABOUT THE NOVEL ITSELF USING THE FORMS OF MEMOIR, UH, HORROR STORY, DOMESTIC DRAMA, HE'S DONE A WONDERFUL JOB. 
Bret: NO MATTER HOW HORRIBLE THE EVENTS ARE, THE READER SHOULD BELIEVE THAT EVERY WORD IN LUNAR PARK IS TRUE. AND THAT'S THE WAY THE BOOK SHOULD BE READ. 

(Rhythmic rock music) 
Man: HEY, YOU. LISTEN UP! 

(Mellow funky percussive music) 

(Rapping) 

♪ WAIT UP, BROTHER ♪ 

♪ 

♪ NO MATTER THE WEATHER, WE'LL ALWAYS BE TOGETHER ♪ 

♪ (Unclear) ♪ 

[ Caption: Deeder Zaman
Lyricist
Rebel Uprising ]

[ Caption: Time's a healer, time's a teacher, time's a revealer... ]


[ Caption: I'll bring blessings from my tribe that dem call Rasta... ]

[ Caption: I'll bring the love back only if I don't lose it from the start and I'll think with my heart... ]

[ Caption: flawing the war on Iraq ]

[ Caption: Don't believe the hype 'bout there black on black gun crime... ]

[ Caption: Cos the racist media jus want the blacks doing time... ]

[ Caption: Even the home office is calling us wac emcees... ]
[ Caption: You bes check who you're challenging before you challenge me... ]

[ Caption: You couldn't get rid of us cos we're here to stay forever... ]

[ Caption: no matter the weather we'll always be together... ]

[ Caption: Cos the only authority is that of those oppressed. ]

[ Caption: Who's the real home sec is it Blunkett or those vex... ]

[ Caption: About apartheid, about dead presidents, about scare tactics and how they don't make sense... ]

[ Caption: No decisions to make and this ain't no blind date. It's just guide dog with a humble mind state... ]

[ Caption: These lyrical jabs demolish the corrupt politics... ]

[ Caption: Now we've got them addicted to these laws of metaphysics... ]
[ Caption: Everything I say back that and watch that back... ]

[ Caption: and Keep myself to myself cos I know where I'm at. ] 
(Upbeat world beat music) 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: WELL, THAT'S OUR SHOW, EVERYBODY. THE RAINS ARE COMING. TIME FOR US TO GET OUT OF HERE. GIVE US SOME FEEDBACK. GO TO OUR WEBSITE. LET US KNOW WHAT BOOKS YOU'RE READING; JOIN OUR BOOK CLUB. TILL NEXT TIME, I'M K.C.C. 

[ CREDITS ]
(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 

♪ 

♪ 

♪ 

(Closed captions created by Bravo!)   
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