The Word This Week

5-03

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, THE CREATIVE IMAGINATION OF NEIL GAIMAN. 
Neil: YOU ARE MEANT TO FINISH READING THIS BOOK AND FEEL LIKE I HAVE IN SOME PECULIAR WAY ADDED TO THE SUM TOTAL OF HUMAN HAPPINESS. 

(Bell dings) 
Kim: MARGARET ATWOOD'S MYTHOLOGY, THE RETURN OF GREY OWL, AND A VIDEO VIXEN DISHES THE DIRT. 
Karrine: THE ONE THING THAT WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE TO GIVE IS OUR BODIES. 

♪ 
[ Caption: THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: HELLO, I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. VERY MUCH A POP CULTURE SHOW FOR YOU THIS WEEK. GET YOU OFF AND RUNNING WITH A GREAT BOOK ON A GREAT ARTIST. IT WOULD MAKE A GREAT ADDITION TO OUR MUSIC LOVERS' LIBRARY, BOB DYLAN: THE SCRAPBOOK. THE BOB DYLAN SCRAPBOOK IS SENSATIONAL. IT'S A BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED, INTERACTIVE BIOGRAPHY OF THE MUSICIAN. THE BOOK COVERS THE YEARS 1955 TO 1966 ENDING WITH THE FAMOUS CONCERT AT LONDON'S ROYAL ALBERT HALL. 

[ Caption: Text in the book is by Robert Santelli ]

♪ I'M LEAVING, I'LL BE ON MY WAY ♪ 

♪ OH, THIS I CAN'T SAY (Unclear) ♪ 
Kim: CLEVER ELEMENTS LIKE PULLOUT REPRODUCTIONS OF BOB'S HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK, SONG LYRICS AND CONCERT TICKETS ADD AN EXTRA DIMENSION TO THE READING EXPERIENCE. THERE IS NO MUSIC WITH THE BOOK. BUT THERE IS A CD OF EARLY INTERVIEWS. 
Bob: I DON'T KNOW REALLY HOW MUCH LONGER I'LL BE PLAYING AND SINGING, YOU KNOW, ON A STAGE. I DON'T REALLY PLAN TO DO IT FOR THE REST OF MY LIFE OR ANYTHING. 
Kim: IN SHORT, THIS IS A SHAMELESS PLUG FOR AN AMAZING PACKAGE FOR AN AMAZING ARTIST. 

♪ THEN YOU BETTER START SWIMMING OR YOU'LL SINK LIKE A STONE ♪ 

♪ FOR THE TIMES, THEY ARE A-CHANGING ♪ 
(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

Kim: WARREN KINSELLA TOOK A HIGHLY UNUSUAL CAREER PATH. HE WENT FROM BEING A MEMBER OF A CALGARY PUNK-ROCK GROUP, TO BECOMING A LAWYER, TO BECOMING A SPIN DOCTOR IN JEAN CHRÉTIEN'S GOVERNMENT. WITH HIS LATEST BOOK, HE RETURNS TO HIS FIRST LOVE, MUSIC. FURY'S HOUR: A SORT OF PUNK MANIFESTO. 
[ Caption: TORONTO ]

Warren: WELCOME TO SNEAKY DEE'S. PUNK IS BACK. 
(Audience cheers and applause) 
[ Caption: Warren Kinsella - Fury's Hour ]

Warren: I WAS PUNK. AND I'M A BORING, OLD FART NOW. AND I JUST STILL LOVE THE MUSIC AND I ADMIRE KIDS WHO ARE INVOLVED IN PUNK. AND I THOUGHT THAT THERE HADN'T BEEN REALLY A BOOK DONE ABOUT WHAT THE PHILOSOPHY WAS ABOUT PUNK AND WHY IT BECAME INTO BEING AND WHY IT'S IMPORTANT. (Reading) "PUNK TAKES A YOUNG PERSON'S ANGER AND MAKES THEM DO SOMETHING, AND FEEL SOMETHING, AND BE SOMEONE." PUNK IS BEING ANGRY AND YOUNG, AND WANTING TO CHANGE THE WORLD. 

(Audience cheers and applause) 
[ Caption: Green Day, Woodstock Music Festival 1999 courtesy of Warner Music ]

Billie Joe: OH, THANK YOU VERY MUCH. IT JUST GOES TO SHOW THAT IF YOU EAT (Muted), YOU WON'T DIE. 
Warren: IT'S AMAZINGLY POPULAR RIGHT NOW. IT'S BEEN GOING ON FOR 25 YEARS. AND SOME OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL BANDS IN THE WORLD ARE PUNK BANDS LIKE GREEN DAY. BUT THAT DOESN'T NECESSARILY MAKE THEM UN-PUNK. THEY STILL HAVE THE RIGHT ATTITUDE BECAUSE IT'S WHAT GOES ON HERE THAT COUNTS. 

[ Caption: The Ramones - Masonic Temple, Toronto, 1981 courtesy of Sire Records ]

(Driving punk rock music: Lyrics unclear) 

♪ 
Warren: THE RAMONES WERE THE FIRST JUST IN TERMS OF THE CALENDAR. THEY GOT THEIR START IN '74, SO THEY CREATED THE SOUND. 

[ Caption: The Sex Pistols courtesy of EMI/Virgin ]

(Dynamic pop music: Lyrics unclear) 

♪ 
Warren: AND THEN THE PISTOLS WERE ABOUT A YEAR-AND-A-HALF LATER IN LONDON. THEY CREATED THE LOOK. 

♪ GOD SAVE THE QUEEN ♪ 

♪ 

♪ HER FASCIST REGIME ♪ 

♪ 

♪ LONDON CALLING TO THE FARAWAY TOWNS ♪ 

♪ NOW WAR IS DECLARED, AND BATTLE COME DOWN ♪ 
[ Caption: The Clash, London Calling courtesy of Sony/BMG ]

Warren: BUT IT WAS THE CLASH, I THINK, AROUND THE SAME TIME IN BRITAIN THAT CREATED THE CONCEPT, WHICH IS POSITIVE, AND GO AND WRITE A POEM, GO AND DO JOURNALISM, GET INVOLVED IN POLITICS, WHATEVER IT TAKES TO CHANGE THE WORLD AND MAKE IT BETTER. 

(Bell dings) 
Kim: WHEN YOU THINK OF IT, MYTHS ARE LIKE COMIC STRIPS OF THE ANCIENT TIMES. WELL, THE MYTH PROJECT IS A MODERN IDEA. THAT IDEA WAS TO GET WELL-KNOWN WRITERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD TO RETELL CLASSIC MYTHS FOR THE MODERN DAY. CANADA'S REPRESENTATIVE WAS MARGARET ATWOOD. WE GOT HER TAKE ON MYTHS AND WHAT THEY MEAN TODAY. 
[ Caption: Margaret Atwood - The Penelopiad ]

Margaret: I CHOSE TO RETELL THE STORY OF PENELOPE, WIFE OF ODYSSEUS, WHO SPENDS 20 YEARS WAITING FOR HIM TO RETURN AND DOING OTHER THINGS AS WELL. SHE'S MY FIRST NARRATOR. MY SECOND NARRATOR ARE THE 12 MAIDS THAT GOT HANGED AT THE END OF THE ODYSSEY. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU TELL STORIES, YOU'RE GOING TO PROBABLY BE COVERING SOME GROUND THAT SOME OTHER STORYTELLER HAS BEEN ON BEFORE. 
[ Caption: Alexander courtesy of Warner Brothers ]

Alexander: CONQUER YOUR FEAR! 

(Dramatic instrumental music) 

(Elephant trumpets) 
Margaret: THE STORY FORMS THAT WORK WERE DISCOVERED A LONG TIME AGO. 

[ Caption: The Two Towers courtesy of Alliance Atlantis ]

♪ 
Man: IT'S THE RING-- 
Man 2: FRODO! 
Man: --IT'S TAKEN HOLD OF YOU. 
Margaret: DID YOU KNOW THAT TOLKIEN GOT ALL THE NAMES OF THE DWARFS IN THE HOBBIT, PLUS GANDALF OUT OF NORSE MYTHOLOGY? CHARLES ATLAS, WHY IS-- WHY WAS HE CALLED CHARLES ATLAS? 

(Dramatic musical sting) 
Margaret: ATLAS WAS A NOTEWORTHY STRONGMAN IN GREEK MYTHOLOGY. 

♪ 
Margaret: AJAX, ANOTHER NOTEWORTHY STRONGPERSON, WASHED THE DIRT RIGHT DOWN THE DRAIN. WHY DID THERE USED TO BE A PICTURE OF MERCURY ON THE BELL TELEPHONE BOOK? WELL, HE'S THE GOD OF COMMUNICATION. "EASY PEASY." 

(Audience cheers and applause) 
Margaret: PEOPLE HAVE JUST USED AND REUSED, AND SPUN AND RE-SPUN THE MATERIAL. 

(Eerie techno music) 
Margaret: HERE'S WHAT I WANT: I WANT THEM TO READ THE BOOK AND SAY, "THIS IS THE MOST FANTASTIC BOOK I'VE EVER READ." AND THEN I WANT THEM TO PHONE 10 OF THEIR FRIENDS AND SAY, "YOU'VE GOT TO GET THIS BOOK." 25 BUCKS, A STEAL. 

(Laughs) 
Kim: COMING UP, THE GRAPHIC WORLD OF NEIL GAIMAN. 
Neil: YOU ARE MEANT TO FINISH READING THIS BOOK AND FEEL LIKE I HAVE IN SOME PECULIAR WAY ADDED TO THE SUM TOTAL OF HUMAN HAPPINESS. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

[ BREAK ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: THE WORD THIS WEEK ]
Kim: NEIL GAIMAN IS AS CLOSE TO A ROCK STAR AS AN AUTHOR CAN BECOME. WHO ELSE COULD PACK 1000 PEOPLE INTO A CHURCH SIMPLY FOR A READING? HE'S PART COMIC BOOK CREATOR, HE'S PART NOVELIST, HE'S PART SCREENWRITER. LET'S FACE IT, HE'S FULL-TIME SUPERHERO HIS FANS. 

(Upbeat techno rock music) 

♪ 
Neil: YOU ARE MEANT TO FINISH READING THIS BOOK AND FEEL LIKE I HAVE IN SOME PECULIAR WAY ADDED TO THE SUM TOTAL OF HUMAN HAPPINESS. 

♪ 
Woman: I KNOW THAT EVERY TIME HE BRINGS OUT A NEW BOOK, IT'S GOING TO BE SOMETHING LIKE I'VE NEVER READ BEFORE. 
Woman 2: NEIL'S THE COOLEST MAN IN THE WORLD. 
Man: NEIL GAIMAN WRITES THE WORLD THE WAY IT SHOULD BE. 
Boy: I JUST FIND HIS BOOKS INSPIRING. 
Woman: HE WRITES NOVELS; AND HE DOES COMIC BOOKS; AND HE WRITES MOVIE SCRIPTS. SO THERE'S LOTS TO LOVE. 

(Audience applause) 
Neil: A LOT OF THIS TOUR SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED GOING FROM CHURCH TO CHURCH WHICH FOR A BOOK ABOUT A PAGAN GOD, I THINK IS INCREDIBLY APPROPRIATE. 
[ Caption: Nalo Hopkinson (caption unclear) ]

Nalo: THESE PAST TWO WEEKS HAS BEEN, I THINK, PRETTY EXCEPTIONAL FOR YOU. I MEAN, NOT JUST THE TOUR, BUT A BUNCH OF WONDERFUL THINGS HAVE HAPPENED WITH YOUR WRITING. 
[ Caption: Neil Gaiman - Anansi Boys ]

Neil: IF YOUR $100 MILLION MOVIE STARTS SHOOTING ON THE MONDAY, YOUR BOOK GOES IN AT NUMBER ONE ON THE WEDNESDAY, AND YOUR LITTLE MOVIE OPENS ON THE FRIDAY, THE ODDS ARE VERY, VERY GOOD THAT YOU ARE DRUNK IN A GUTTER SOMEWHERE HALLUCINATING. 

(Audience laughter) 

♪ WHY DO BIRDS SUDDENLY APPEAR ♪ 
[ Caption: Mirror Mask - written by Neil Gaiman and Directed by Dave McKean courtesy of Sony Pictures/Jim Henson Productions ]

Kim: WHAT NEIL IS REFERRING TO IS THAT DURING A TWO-WEEK PERIOD PRODUCTION STARTED ON BEOWULF, THE MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR MOVIE WHICH GAIMAN HELPED SCRIPT; HIS NEW NOVEL, ANANSI BOYS, DEBUTED ON THE NEW YORK TIMES' BESTSELLER LIST AT NUMBER ONE; AND THIS FILM, MIRROR MASK, WHICH HE WROTE, OPENED AT THEATRES ACROSS NORTH AMERICA. 

♪ WHY DO STARS ♪ 

♪ FALL DOWN FROM THE SKY ♪ 
[ Caption: Sundance Film Festival, Colorado 2005 ]

Neil: IT'S ABOUT A GIRL-- A LITTLE CIRCUS GIRL WHO WANTS TO RUN AWAY AND JOIN REAL LIFE AND THE VERY PECULIAR DREAMS SHE HAS THE NIGHT HER MOTHER GETS ILL. 

(Clattering) 

(Horns trumpeting) 

♪ 
Male Narrator: THIS IS THE CITY OF LIGHT. ACROSS THE BORDER IS THE LAND OF SHADOWS. WE HAD OUR QUEEN, JUST AS THEY HAD THEIRS. 
Neil: IT'S A TINY FILM. I MEAN, WE MADE IT FOR $ 4 MILLION. AND FOR THE LAST 18 MONTHS, MOSTLY DAVE McKEAN HAS BEEN WITH A BUNCH OF ANIMATORS IN A TINY, LITTLE STUDIO IN LONDON TURNING OUR STORY INTO SOMETHING THAT PEOPLE COULD WATCH. IT'S TURNING IT FROM ACTORS PERFORMING IN FRONT OF A GREEN SCREEN INTO A VERY, VERY STRANGE FANTASY FILM. 
[ Caption: Dave McKean - Director, Mirror Mask ]

Dave: IT'S A SYMBOLIC FILM REALLY. IT'S JUST HER TRYING TO RECLAIM CONTROL OF HER LIFE. WE TRIED TO USE OUR LIMITED FUNDS AND LIMITED RESOURCES AS A POSITIVE THING. AND SO THE CHARACTERS ARE FULLY RENDERED, AND GIANTS ARE MADE OF STONE OR WHATEVER, BUT THERE'S A SIMPLICITY TO THEM. THEY ARE LIKE DRAWINGS AS WELL. 

(Whimsical instrumental music) 
Woman: WHAT IS IT? 
Man: JUST A SPHINX. 
Dave: YOU NEVER QUITE LOSE THE SENSE THAT THEY ARE JUST WALKING AROUND HER IMAGINATION AND HER DRAWINGS. 

(Percussive instrumental music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: San Diego Comic Conference, 2003 ]

Neil: WORKING WITH DAVE McKEAN IS FANTASTIC. DAVE McKEAN IS, UM, HE'S PROBABLY MY FAVOURITE ARTIST TO WORK WITH BECAUSE WHAT HE GIVES ME IS NOT ONLY COOLER THAN I IMAGINED, BUT TO PARAPHRASE (Unclear) IT'S COOLER THAN I COULD HAVE IMAGINED. IT ALWAYS SURPRISES ME. WRITING, FOR ME, IS IN SOME WAYS, A-- IT'S LIKE WILE E. COYOTE. YOU'RE HEADING OUT ACROSS-- YOU KNOW, THE ROAD ENDED. YOU, YOU ARE STILL RUNNING. AND AS LONG AS YOU DON'T LOOK DOWN-- 

(Audience laughter) 
Neil: --YOU CAN KEEP GOING. WHEN I WROTE STARDUST, I HAD THIS SORT OF IDEA IN THE BACK OF MY HEAD THAT IT WOULD BE A GOOD THING TO WRITE STARDUST AND TO WRITE IT, UM, AS IF IT WAS BEING WRITTEN IN THE LATE '20s. AND I THOUGHT, WELL, I'LL GO AND BUY MYSELF A FOUNTAIN PEN. I HAVEN'T OWNED A FOUNTAIN PEN SINCE I WAS AT SCHOOL. AND I'LL GO AND GET A BIG LEATHER NOTEBOOK. I'LL WRITE IT IN THERE, AND IT'LL BE JUST AN EXPERIMENT. AND I STARTED TO AND IT WAS VERY HARD AT FIRST. BUT IT WAS ALSO ASTONISHINGLY LIBERATING. I LIKED THE FACT THAT I COULD DO IT ON PLANES WHEN YOU WERE TAKING OFF AND WHEN YOU WERE LANDING. 

[ Caption: Roadrunner Vs. Wile E. Coyote - courtesy of Warner Home Video ]

(Audience laughter) 
Neil: AND EVEN MORE THAN THAT, WHAT I REALLY, REALLY LIKED WAS THE IDEA THAT THERE WAS DISCONTINUITY OF SOME KIND BETWEEN MY FIRST AND SECOND DRAFT, THAT I WOULD WRITE A FIRST DRAFT AND THEN WHEN I STARTED TYPING, THAT WOULD BE THE SECOND DRAFT. AND THE TROUBLE WITH COMPUTERS, I FOUND, IS YOU DON'T GET A FIRST DRAFT AND A SECOND DRAFT. WHAT YOU GET IS A ROLLING FIRST DRAFT, AND AN EVOLVING FIRST DRAFT, AND AN IMPROVING FIRST DRAFT. BUT YOU ALSO GET SOMETHING THAT TENDS TO BE LONGER, I THINK, THAN OTHERWISE. BECAUSE, AT LEAST FOR ME-- BECAUSE WHEN I'M FACED WITH A CHOICE ON COMPUTER BETWEEN-- SCREEN BETWEEN DO I DO "A" OR DO "B"? WELL, I DO BOTH. 
[ Caption: Clive Barker - (caption unclear) ]

Clive: NEIL FINDS MAGIC EVERYWHERE. IN A WAY, I HAVE TO STEP THROUGH A DOOR OF SOME KIND TO GET TO THE MAGIC PLACE. 

[ Caption: Hellraiser written and directed by Clive Barker courtesy of New World Pictures ]

(Majestic instrumental music) 

(Wind gusting) 

♪ 
(Heavy breathing) 
Clive: NEIL TENDS TO JUST LOOK AT THE CRACKS, YOU KNOW, IN THE SIDEWALK BENEATH HIS FEET AND FINDS THE-- FINDS THE, THE MAP. 
Woman: I DON'T REALLY KNOW WHERE I AM. 
Man: OH, YOU'RE IN ONE OF THE OTHER THINGS TO AVOID IN LIFE. 
Woman: WHAT? THE JUNK ROOM? 
Man: NO, TROUBLE. 
Neil: I'D BE A STORYTELLER EXCEPT THAT BEING A STORYTELLER IN MY HEAD, AT LEAST, INVOLVES REALLY, YOU KNOW, BEING AROUND A FIRE AND HAVING A BUNCH OF PEOPLE WHO WANT TO LISTEN TO YOU. SO, I'M PROBABLY NOT A STORYTELLER, BUT I'M DEFINITELY A MAKER-UP OF THINGS. 
Nalo: IN THE BLACK-AMERICAN SOUTH, THEY'RE BRER RABBIT STORIES-- 
Neil: YEP. 
Nalo: --ALL THOSE FOLK TALES THAT INVOLVE TALKING ANIMALS THAT ARE OUR BROTHERS. IN THE BLACK CARIBBEAN, THEY'RE CALLED BRER ANANSI STORIES, OR 'NANSI STORIES, OR ANANSI STORIES. AND THEY ALL HARKEN BACK TO A WEST-AFRICAN ASHANTI SPIDER GOD NAMED ANANSI. SO, HOW DO YOU COME TO BE WRITING YOUR OWN ANANSI STORY? 
Neil: I DON'T KNOW THAT I HAD A CHOICE. THERE WAS DEFINITELY A POINT SOMEWHERE IN THAT WEIRD MOMENT BEFORE STARTING THE NOVEL WHERE YOU'RE MORE OR LESS STANDING ON THE HIGH DIVING BOARD. YOU'VE CLIMBED UP THERE AND YOU ARE ABOUT TO JUMP GOING, "YOU KNOW, THERE ARE A LOT MORE SENSIBLE BOOKS THAN THIS THAT I COULD BE WRITING." 

(Audience laughter) 
Neil: UM, AND SORT OF RAPIDLY RUNNING THROUGH OPTIONS AND GOING, "NO, I SEEM TO BE STUCK WITH THIS ONE. I HOPE I DON'T GET INTO TOO MUCH TROUBLE." 

(Bell dings) 
Kim: UP NEXT, CONFESSIONS OF A VIDEO VIXEN. 
Karrine: THE ONE THING THAT WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE TO GIVE IS OUR BODIES. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption: THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

[ BREAK ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WHEN THE SHOW THE GREATEST CANADIAN AIRED RECENTLY, ONE OF THE INDIVIDUALS LEFT OFF THE HIT LIST WAS GREY OWL. NOW, A HIP HOP DJ, DJ RA, IS HOPING TO CHANGE THAT BY BRINGING THE STORY OF GREY OWL BACK INTO PUBLIC CONSCIOUSNESS. AND WHAT A STORY IT IS AS WELL. GREY OWL, POTENTIALLY ONE OF CANADA'S FIRST ENVIRONMENTALISTS AND ONE OF THE GREAT MASQUERADE TRICKS OF THE 20th CENTURY. 

(Projector whirring) 
[ Caption: Grey Owl footage courtesy of National Film Board ]

[ Caption: DJ RA - Hip Hop Activist ]

DJ Ra: THE GREY OWL BIRTHDAY RECOGNITION CAMPAIGN, WHICH WAS SOMETHING THAT I LAUNCHED LAST YEAR AS A RESPONSE TO THE CBC EXCLUDING GREY OWL FROM THEIR GREATEST CANADIAN, YOU KNOW, VOTING CENSUS. AND WHEN I LOOKED AT GREY OWL, EVEN THOUGH HE WAS OF EUROPEAN ANCESTRY FROM ENGLAND, IMMIGRATED TO CANADA, LIKE MANY OF OUR PARENTS DID FROM MY GENERATION, FROM THE MULTICULTURAL GENERATION. WHEN I LOOKED AT IT, I DIDN'T SEE IT AS-- YOU KNOW, THE CANADIAN HISTORY BOOKS CALLED HIM A FRAUD AND AN IMPOSTOR AND WHATNOT. I SAID, "NO, THIS IS THE DEFINING VISION OF MULTICULTURALISM IN CANADA." 

[ Caption: Grey Owl's story inspired Sir Richard Attenborough to make a movie about the Native Canadian's life. ]

[ Caption: It took years of pre-production before Grey Owl finally made it to the silver screen in 1999. ]

[ Caption: Grey Owl courtesy of Largo Entertainment ]

(Crowd din) 
Man: THERE HE IS! IT'S GREY OWL! 

(Camera bulbs popping) 
Man 2: GREY OWL! 
Man 3: GREY OWL! 
Man 4: GREY OWL! 

(Crowd din) 
Man 5: HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE IN ENGLAND, MR. GREY OWL? 
Grey Owl: WET. 
[ Caption: Sir Richard Attenborough ]

Richard: HE WAS AN ENGLISHMAN. HE THUMBED HIS WAY THROUGH CANADA. HE WAS ADOPTED BY THE OJIBWAY TRIBE. HE BECAME A HUNTER AND A GUIDE, AND LIVED OFF THE LAND, LIVED IN A CABIN 300 MILES NORTH OF MONTREAL. WHAT NOBODY KNOWS AND WHAT NOBODY KNEW WAS THAT HE HAD COME FROM ENGLAND. THE ASSUMPTION WAS THAT HE WAS AN OJIBWAY HALF-BREED. 

[ Caption: Grey Owl's message of environmental consciousness was spread through public speaking engagements and books. ]

[ Caption: The proud native Canadian soon managed to grab headlines around the world. ]

(Dynamic instrumental music) 

♪ 
(Traditional native cry) 

♪ 
Richard: HE BECAME AS BIG AS THE BEATLES, OR AS BIG AS THE ROLLING STONES, OR AS BIG AS OASIS. I MEAN, HE WAS PHENOMENAL. HE WAS ATTACKING THE LOGGING COMPANIES, HE WAS ATTACKING THOSE WHO WERE DESTROYING, OPENCAST MINING. HE WAS AGAINST ALL THIS. ONLY WHEN HE DIED-- THE DAY AFTER HE DIED, AND THE STORY WAS BLOWN THAT IN FACT HE WAS A LIAR, HE WAS A PART DRUNK, HE WAS A FOUR-TIME BIGAMIST, AND HE WASN'T GREY OWL AT ALL. HE WAS ARCHIE BELANEY FROM HASTINGS IN THE SOUTH COAST OF ENGLAND. AND OF COURSE, IT CAUSED A SENSATION. AND EVERYTHING THAT HE STOOD FOR AND EVERYTHING THAT HE TRIED TO CAMPAIGN FOR WAS BLOWN OUT OF THE WATER BECAUSE, AS I SAID, HE'S A PHONEY. 
DJ Ra: PEOPLE STILL DON'T REALLY GET THE MESSAGE, I THINK. AND WHEN THEY LOOK AT IT, THEY'RE STILL READING THE CANADIAN HISTORY BOOKS OF, YOU KNOW, THIS FRAUD OR THIS IMPOSTOR, THIS PRANKSTER WHO, YOU KNOW, HAS PLAYED A TRICK ON HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS, AND THE PUBLIC SORT OF THING. BUT THEN, THE OTHER VIEW OF, YOU KNOW, AS WELL JUST SAYING THAT THIS IS, YOU KNOW, ANCIENT HISTORY. 
Richard: WELL, OF COURSE, NOW, OVER THE LAST 50 YEARS, 60 YEARS, IT IS BECOME TO BE SEEN THAT WHAT HE WAS PLEADING FOR, WHAT HE WAS SAYING WAS ABSOLUTELY VITAL: THE PRESERVATION OF THE PLANET. 
DJ Ra: WHEN YOU LOOK AT GREY OWL'S MESSAGE, GET THE STORY, UNDERSTAND THE ENVIRONMENTAL MESSAGE BEHIND. I THINK HAVE THE OPTIMISTIC VIEW OF MULTICULTURALISM AND NOT JUST SAY, "OKAY, NO, YOU CAN'T BE, YOU KNOW, AN ENVIRONMENTAL-- OR A NATIVE ACTIVIST JUST BECAUSE YOU'RE EUROPEAN" OR "NO, YOU CAN'T BE A HIP HOP DJ OR ACTIVIST JUST BECAUSE YOU'RE SOUTH ASIAN." I THINK IF WE CAN TRY AND BREAK DOWN THOSE BOUNDARIES, GREY OWL CAN BE LOOKED AT AS, YOU KNOW, MAYBE ONE OF THE FIRST MULTICULTURAL, YOU KNOW, CANADIAN HEROES. 

(Projector whirring) 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

Kim: KARRINE STEFFANS IS ONE OF HIP HOP'S MOST INFAMOUS CHARACTERS. BUT SHE'S NOT A SINGER, SHE'S A DANCER. SHE'S HAD LOVE AFFAIRS WITH THE LIKES OF BOBBY BROWN, USHER, VIN DIESEL, AND MANY MORE, AS YOU'RE ABOUT TO FIND OUT. SHE'S PUT IT ALL IN A BOOK, CONFESSIONS OF A VIDEO VIXEN. IT'S CLIMBING THE NEW YORK TIMES' BESTSELLER LIST, AND MISS KARRINE STEFFANS IS DANCING ALL THE WAY TO THE BANK. 

♪ YOU KNOW I GOTTA FATTY GIRL, FATTY GIRL, FATTY GIRL ♪ 

♪ WHAT DO YA MEAN ♪ 

♪ IT MEANS I GOTTA FATTY GIRL, FATTY GIRL, FATTY 
GIRL ♪ 

♪ FAT IS A (Muted) ♪ 

♪ MIGHT BE YOUR OWN, I'LL BRING DA RUCKUS ♪ 

♪ OVER YOU ♪ 

♪ FATTY GIRL ♪ 

♪ WHAT DO YA MEAN ♪ 

♪ IT MEANS I GOTTA FATTY GIRL, FATTY GIRL, FATTY 
GIRL ♪ 
[ Caption: Karrine Steffans - Video Vixen ]

Karrine: PEOPLE THAT KNOW HEIDI FLEISS AND I BOTH SAY THAT OUR PHONEBOOKS RIVAL EACH OTHER. I MENTION PROBABLY ABOUT ONE- FIFTH OF THE PEOPLE THAT I ACTUALLY KNOW, AND HAVE BEEN WITH, OR HUNG OUT WITH, PEOPLE LIKE DIDDY AND SHAQ AND, I DON'T KNOW, JA RULE OR JAY-Z. 

♪ CAN I GET A WHAT, WHAT ♪ 

♪ TO THESE CHICKENS FROM ALL OF MY DOVES ♪ 

♪ WHO DON'T LOVE THOSE, THEY GET NO DOUGH ♪ 

♪ CAN I GET A WHOOP, WHOOP ♪ 

♪ TO ALL THESE FELLAS FROM MY LADIES ♪ 
[ Caption: Beverly Smith - Fashion Editor, Vibe Magazine ]

Beverly: FOR HER BOOK, PEOPLE DIDN'T REALLY KNOW BEHIND THE SCENES WHAT WAS GOING ON. YOU COULD LIKE GUESS, YOU COULD MAYBE, "OH, YOU KNOW, MAYBE JA RULE DOES ECSTASY OR, YOU KNOW, MAYBE SHAQUILLE O'NEAL HAS A SMALL PENIS." BUT NOW YOU KNOW FOR SURE BECAUSE SHE WROTE IT IN THE BOOK. SO, I FEEL LIKE SHE, JUST LIKE REALLY EXPOSED A LOT OF WARTS AND THAT'S NEVER A GOOD THING IN A CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY. 

♪ TO EVERYBODY THAT BE LIVING IT UP, WE SAY ♪ 
(Dynamic hip hop music) 
[ Caption: Minya Oh, Miss Info, Hot 97 ]

Minya: HEY, WHAT UP? IT'S YOUR GIRL, MISS INFO WITH THAT CELEBRITY DRAMA NUT ONLY ON THE OFFICIAL NUMBER ONE STATION FOR HIP HOP AND R&B, HOT 97. SHE'S VERY, VERY WELL KNOWN AS THIS WOMAN WHO MESSED WITH ALL THE DIFFERENT RAPPERS. AND, YOU KNOW, HER SKILLS WERE SO LEGENDARY THAT THEY CALL HER "SUPERHEAD." AND I WAS ALWAYS AMAZED THAT THERE WAS A WOMAN WHO WILLINGLY WAS CALLED "SUPERHEAD," BUT SHE EMBRACED THE NAME. SHE HAD T-SHIRTS. I MEAN, SHE ANSWERED TO THE NAME. IT WAS, YOU KNOW, IN QUOTATIONS IN HER-- YOU KNOW, BETWEEN HER FIRST AND LAST NAME. IT'S JUST INSANE. 
Beverly: I THINK THAT KARRINE STEFFANS PROBABLY HAS A BIT OF A, UM, LABEL AS A TURNCOAT NOW. YOU KNOW, SHE'S, UM, KIND OF EXPLOITED AND TOLD HER STORY FOR HER OWN GAIN AND SHE'S DISLODGED A LOT OF THE KIND OF-- THE FANTASY LIFE BEHIND IT. 
Minya: CODE OF SILENCE HAS BEEN BROKEN WITH KARRINE. SHE'S BEEN TALKING ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS WITH ARTISTS WHO ARE MARRIED MEN, YOU KNOW, REALLY, REALLY FAMOUS INDUSTRY EXECUTIVES. 
Beverly: SHE WAS A HOT CHICK, SHE WAS ONSET. GUYS WERE TALKING TO HER AND THEN THERE WAS SOME GUYS THAT SHE ACTUALLY TOOK THEM UP ON THEIR OFFERS. 

♪ UH, UH ♪ 
Minya: BY NO MEANS IS IT A CAUTIONARY TALE. I MEAN, MAYBE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN CAUTIONARY IF THE BOOK WASN'T A HUGE SUCCESS AND IF IT CAME OUT, SHE WAS, YOU KNOW, CRITICIZED BY EVERYONE AND SHUNNED BY EVERYONE AND BLACK-LISTED AND OUSTED FROM SOCIETY AND THEN SHE HAD TO, YOU KNOW, CRAWL BACK TO SOME LIKE MEAGRE EXISTENCE. BUT THE TOTAL OPPOSITE HAS HAPPENED. 
Karrine: BEING BORN A GIRL DOESN'T MEAN THAT YOU'LL KNOW HOW TO BE A WOMAN. AND THERE ARE THINGS THAT WOMEN NEED TO BE TAUGHT, YOU KNOW, AND WE NEED TO BE TAUGHT HOW MUCH WE'RE WORTH, AND ABOUT OUR OWN ESTEEM AND ABOUT OUR OWN POWER, AND, YOU KNOW, ABOUT HOW BEAUTIFUL WE ARE, YOU KNOW, AND HOW IMPORTANT WE ARE TO THE WORLD OVERALL. A LOT OF US AREN'T BEING TAUGHT THAT. AND SO THE ONE THING THAT WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE TO GIVE IS OUR BODIES. 
Beverly: I THINK THAT THE VIDEO VIXEN BOOK WAS WRITTEN AS A CAUTIONARY TALE. I MEAN, SHE TELLS YOU IN THE BEGINNING THAT SHE'S WRITING THIS BOOK BECAUSE SHE WANTS YOUNG WOMEN TO KNOW ABOUT, YOU KNOW, THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF WHAT MANY PEOPLE THINK OF AS A GLAMOROUS LIFE. FOR A GIRL THAT'S ONLY SEEN THE GLAMOUR AND THE GLITZ AND SHE'S LIKE, "OH, MY GOD, YOU GET TO HANG OUT WITH LL COOL J, AND JA RULE, AND DIDDY." IT'S NOT A CAUTIONARY TALE. IT'S LIKE, "WELL, YOU KNOW WHAT? SHE MADE MISTAKES. SHE DID-- SHE DID ECSTASY AND SHE TOOK COCAINE. I WON'T DO THAT, AND SO MY STORY WILL BE DIFFERENT." 

[ Caption: Steffans' (caption concealed) now in the process of being made into a movie. The next chapter in her life includes a romance with Bill Maher. ]

♪ THE FLASH IS BURNT, YOU'VE SEEN MY WORK ♪ 

♪ YOU KNOW MY (Unclear) THERE'S A SLIM CHANCE 
♪ 

♪ THAT I MIGHT HAVE TO TAKE THE (Muted) PLEASE ♪ 

♪ MONEY NEVER MADE ME, MONEY NEVER PLAYED ME ♪ 
Karrine: HE'S MORE THAN ANYONE I'VE EVER MET IN MY ENTIRE LIFE AND SO NO, HE HAS NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT AND HE KNOWS THAT. 

(Rhythmic rock music) 
Man: HEY, YOU. LISTEN UP! 

♪ 
(Human beat box) 
[ Caption: JEMENI - SPOKEN WORD/POET/PERFORMER - AMERICA EATS ITS YOUNG ]

Jemeni: THE PROBLEM IS THE SCENE NEEDS A MAKEOVER. ITS NOSE IS TOO HIGH AND IT CAN'T SEE PAST ITSELF. IT NEEDS TO GET OUT MORE, SEE MORE PEOPLE, SEARCH NEW CROWDS, EAT SOME SPICY FOOD AND NOT JUST ONCE A YEAR. IT REALLY NEEDS TO HEAR WHAT THE PEOPLE TALK ABOUT, WHAT THE STREETS ARE TALKING ABOUT. FOR INSTANCE, WE TALK ABOUT SPEAKING AT SCHOOLS AND REALIZING THAT THEY'RE STILL FORCE-FEEDING THEM THE SAME BOOKS THAT BORED US 10 YEARS AGO. ARE YOU THERE GOD? IT'S ME, MARGARET. ARE YOU THERE GOD? IT'S ME, MARGARET. ARE YOU THERE GOD? IT'S ME, MARGARET. ARE YOU THERE? ARE YOU THERE? ARE YOU THERE? ARE YOU HERE IN THE T-DOT WHERE EVERY OTHER DAY ANOTHER YOUNG KID GETS SHOT? WHERE THEY COULD GIVE A 
(Bleep) ABOUT BENVOLIO, BUT ARE IN LOVE WITH HIP HOP. 

(Human beat box) 
Jemeni: WHERE WE GET THE FUN JOB OF SCRAPING AWAY AT THEIR APATHY STAINS. WE WIPE THE INDIFFERENCE OFF THEIR DESKS AND DIRTY OUR KICKS IN THEIR DISDAIN FOR WHAT THEY THINK OF AS POETRY. MEANWHILE, THEIR FAVOURITE MUSIC IN THE WORLD IS A LIVING, BREATHING POEM. SEE, THEY MIGHT NOT LOOK LIKE READERS, BUT ALL THEY WANT TO KNOW IS THAT I'M NOT A BO-HO, WHEAT GERM, INCENSE-BURNING, WALT WHITMAN PAGE-TURNING VEGE- SCARIAN WITH PERFECTLY UNKEMPT HAIR. WE'VE GOT TO SHOW OUR COMMUNITIES THAT A POET CAN LOOK LIKE THEM, CAN TALK LIKE THEM, CAN BE THEM. WE YOUNG, URBAN POETS PUT THE SPOKEN WORD SCENE ON OUR BACKS, TURN POETRY INTO TOP 10 RADIO TRACKS. SEE, WE TAUGHT OURSELVES TO PLAY THE GAME. WE SELF-PRODUCE, SELF-MARKET, SELF-PUBLISH TO CRITICAL ACCLAIM. AND WHEN THOSE SAME OUTSIDERS ASK HOW THE CANADIAN LITERARY SCENE EMBRACES US, WE CALL YOU, ALICIA KEYS. 'CAUSE WE TOO PAINT THIS COUNTRY'S HISTORY IN OUR ELOQUENT BLOOD STAINS AND MOST OF YOU ALL DON'T EVEN KNOW OUR NAMES. 

(Bell dings) 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: THAT'S OUR SHOW, EVERYBODY. GO TO OUR WEBSITE... GIVE US SOME FEEDBACK. LET US KNOW WHAT YOU'RE READING. JOIN OUR BOOK CLUB. 'TIL NEXT TIME, FOR THE WORK THIS WEEK, I'M K.C.C. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 

[ CREDITS ]

(Closed captions created by Bravo!)   
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