The Word This Week
5-05


[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, THE FANTASTIC ART THAT INSPIRED THE MOVIE LORD OF THE RINGS. 
Peter: IT WAS JUST THE MOST BRILLIANT IMAGE OF WHAT THE INSIDE OF THE BAG END FRONT HALL MIGHT BE LIKE. 
Kim: THE UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE OF TWINS. 
Lori: IT WAS READING AND RESEARCHING THAT SORT OF GAVE ME CONFIDENCE TO PROCEED WITH THINKING OF THESE GIRLS AS NORMAL. 
Kim: AND CANADA'S ARCHITECTURE IN UP NORTH. 
Lisa: CANADIANS BRING TO ARCHITECTURE AN INCREDIBLE SENSITIVITY TO PLACE. THERE'S A SENSE OF HUMANISM. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

♪ 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: HELLO THERE, AND WELCOME TO THE SHOW. I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. TWO ARTISTS HELPED MOVIE DIRECTOR PETER JACKSON BRING LORD OF THE RINGS TO THE BIG SCREEN. ONE OF THEM BRITISH: ALAN LEE. THE OTHER, CANADIAN: JOHN HOWE FROM BRITISH COLUMBIA. JOHN HAS A BOOK OUT THESE DAYS ENTITLED MYTH & MAGIC, PLUS A DOCUMENTARY ABOUT HIS LIFE AND ART, THE LORD OF THE BRUSH. HERE'S A LOOK. 

[ Caption: Capote courtesy of Sony Pictures Classics ]
(Triumphant instrumental music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: John Howe Artist ]

John: JACKSON JUST MADE US SIT DOWN. WE JUST WENT THROUGH MIDDLE EARTH FROM ONE END TO ANOTHER. SO I DID BAG END INSIDE AND OUT. ALAN DID HOBBITON. IT'S QUITE GEOGRAPHICAL, ACTUALLY. WE PRETTY MUCH FOLLOWED THE FELLOWSHIP DOWN THROUGH MIDDLE EARTH. 
AND TOWARDS THE END, JUST THROUGH A PROCESS OF SORT OF NATURAL SELECTION, I ENDED UP WITH ALL OF THE DARK, CREEPY STUFF AND ALAN ENDED UP WITH ALL THE NICE THINGS. A GOOD EXAMPLE IS THE FRONT HALL OF BAG END, BECAUSE PETER HAD IN MIND AN IMAGE THAT I'D DONE FOR A MAP OF THE HOBBIT SEVERAL YEARS BEFORE. 
[ Caption: Peter Jackson Director, Lord of the Rings ]

Peter: IT WAS JUST THE MOST BRILLIANT IMAGE OF WHAT THE INSIDE OF THE BAG END FRONT HALL MIGHT BE LIKE. AND I BASICALLY JUST SAID, "LOOK, THIS IS WHAT I WANT IN THE MOVIE. I'VE BEEN LOOKING AT THIS PICTURE FOR, LIKE, TWO YEARS NOW, WONDERING WHAT THE REST OF BAG END IS LIKE. SO CAN YOU PLEASE DRAW ME THE REST OF BAG END?" AND HE DID IT, AND IT WAS THIS GREAT THRILL OF, YOU KNOW, TAKING THIS HALLWAY AND HAVING THE ACTUAL ARTIST, JOHN, SEEM TO DO ALL THE OTHER ROOMS. 

(Creaking) 

(Scuffling) 

(Gasps) 
Frodo: AH! WHAT ARE YOU DOING? 
[ Caption: Voice of Jane Johnson Editor, Harper Collins UK ]

Jane: I THINK FOR MANY PEOPLE, THE ICONIC IMAGE OF THE MOVIES HAS BEEN IAN McKELLAN AS GANDALF WITH THAT EXTRAORDINARY HAT AND THAT FANTASTIC BEARD AND FLOWING ROBES, WHICH WAS CLEARLY INSPIRED BY THE BEAUTIFUL PAINTING THAT JOHN HOWE PRODUCED FOR US FOR THE SINGLE VOLUME LORD OF THE RINGS. 
John: THESE MESSAGES THAT ARE IN TOLKIEN ARE SO INTUITIVE AND SO DEEPLY WOVEN INTO THE TEXT THAT, UH, THEY'RE NOT TO BE UNDERSTOOD INTELLECTUALLY UPON READING THE BOOK. BUT THEY DO TAKE YOU BY THE HAND OR SEIZE YOU BY THE THROAT, DEPENDING ON HOW YOU FEEL. 
ANYTHING THAT IS PERCEIVED AS A DIGRESSION IS CONSIDERED DANGEROUS. THAT'S WHY WE'VE PUSHED THESE STORIES INTO THE NURSERY. THEY'VE BEEN BOWDLERIZED AND DUMBED DOWN AND THE ESSENTIAL PARTS HAVE BEEN TAKEN OUT TO MAKE THEM SUGAR SWEET BECAUSE WE AS ADULTS CAN'T DEAL WITH THE ADULT MESSAGES THAT ARE CONTAINED IN THEM. 

(Ominous instrumental music) 

♪ 
Kim: STAYING WITH FILMS, ONE OF THE BIGGEST SCREEN IDOLS OF THE 1950s WAS TAB HUNTER. IN A NEW BOOK, HE WRITES ABOUT HOW IT ALL HAPPENED, AND WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO BE SECRETLY GAY WHILE STILL BEING A TEENAGE HEARTTHROB. 
[ Caption: Tab Hunter Tab Hunter Confidential ]

[ Caption: The Kind of Woman courtesy of Paramount Pictures ]

Tab: IT'S ALL BEEN SAID ABOUT ME. I MEAN, YOU KNOW, EVERYTHING, INCLUDING MY SEXUALITY AND ALL THAT STUFF. THAT'S ALL BEEN SAID. BACK IN THE '50s, IT NEVER SEEMED TO BOTHER ME. I STILL WENT ON TO BECOME TOP GROCER AT WARNER BROS. STUDIOS. 

[ Caption: courtesy of Tab Hunter Collection ]
(Vibrant instrumental music) 
Male Announcer: YES, AMERICA'S FAVOURITE SWEETHEARTS, TAB HUNTER AND NATALIE WOOD, TOGETHER IN THE DELIGHTFUL ROMANTIC COMEDY OF A G.I. WHO DECLARED WAR ON THE ARMY. 
[ Caption: The Girl He Left Behind courtesy of Tab Hunter Collection ] 

Tab: THE BOOK ACTUALLY STARTS WITH GOING THROUGH THE GATES AT GOLDWYN STUDIOS FOR MY FIRST SCREEN TEST FOR A STARRING FILM, YOU KNOW, WHICH-- WITH LINDA DARNELL. 

♪ 
THERE WAS A NAÏVETÉ BACK IN THE DAYS THAT I WAS IN FILMS, UM, THAT WAS QUITE WONDERFUL. NOW, EVERYONE WANTS TO KNOW EVERYTHING ABOUT EVERYONE, AND THEY NEED-- THEY WANT MORE AND MORE AND MORE, AND THEY DON'T ALLOW PEOPLE TO LIVE THEIR OWN LIVES. 
[ Caption: Polyester courtesy of New Line Cinema ]

Man: YEAH, I GOT SOMETHING I WANT TO SHOW YOU. 
Woman: YES? 
Man: IT'S LONG. 
Kim: IN THE 1980s, TAB APPEARED IN THE JOHN WATERS HIGH CAMP MOVIES LUST IN THE DUST AND POLYESTER. 
Tab: DOING THE JOHN WATERS FILM PROBABLY INTRODUCED ME TO A WHOLE NEW AUDIENCE. 
Man: I'VE SEEN YOU BEFORE ON TV. I SEEN HIM ON THE NEWS. 
Woman: DEXTER WAS JUST RELEASED FROM PRISON. 
Dexter: YEAH. 
Man: OH, THAT'S NICE. 
Tab: I GET LETTERS FROM PEOPLE JUST TO FIND OUT WHAT'S HAPPENING. YOU KNOW, "WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO TAB HUNTER? OH, I THOUGHT YOU WERE DEAD!" YOU KNOW, THEY'RE ALWAYS SAYING THAT, YOU KNOW. (Laughs) SAY NO, THANK GOD. THANK YOU, (Laughs) I'M STILL HERE. 
[ Caption: Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
Kim: FROM THE SCREEN TO THE TRACK, LEGENDARY JOCKEY SANDY HAWLEY CHRONICLES HIS JOURNEY TO THE TOP OF THE RACING WORLD IN RIDE OF A LIFETIME. 
[ Caption: Sandy Hawley Ride of A Lifetime ]

Sandy: IT WAS FUNNY. I NEVER THOUGH ABOUT BECOMING A JOCKEY, AND I GUESS WHEN I WAS 16 YEARS OLD, MY UNCLE WEB BRY, GOD REST HIS SOUL, CAME UP TO ME AND HE SAID, "SANDY," HE SAID, "YOU'RE THE RIGHT SIZE. YOU SHOULD THINK ABOUT BECOMING A JOCKEY." 
I WAS IN GRADE 10 AND DIDN'T KNOW WHAT I WAS GOING TO DO WITH MY LIFE OR WHAT I WAS GOING TO DO WHEN I FINISHED SCHOOL. SO I THOUGHT, "YOU KNOW WHAT? I'M GOING TO GIVE IT A SHOT." I JUST REMEMBER LOOKING AT THE PROGRAM AND GOING, "WOW, IT'D BE NEAT TO HAVE MY NAME IN THAT PROGRAM." FINALLY HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO START RIDING, AND THEN I DID GET MY NAME IN THE PROGRAM. AND NOW I'M ON THE LEADING RIDER LIST. AND THEN ONE DAY I WAS THE LEADING RIDER, AND I COULDN'T BELIEVE IT. 
Announcer: AND HERE THEY COME INTO THE STRETCH. 
Sandy: 10 YEARS LATER IN 1978, ENDED UP WINNING THE QUEEN'S PLATE. 
Announcer: IT'S GOING TO BE CLOSE, BUT IT IS (Unclear)...WINS THE PLATE! 
Sandy: I RECEIVED THE ORDER OF CANADA. I REMEMBER I WAS LOOKING AROUND. HERE'S ALL THESE SCIENTISTS, DOCTORS AND LAWYERS, AND JUST THINKING, "WHAT AM I DOING HERE? I JUST WON A FEW RACES." BUT THAT WAS A TREMENDOUS THRILL AS WELL. 
Announcer: SANDY HAWLEY ON GOLDEN NECK, PETUNIA RIGHT ALONGSIDE. GOLDEN NECK WINS THE CHAMPIONSHIP. 
Kim: SANDY ACHIEVED OVER 6,000 WINS AND $80 MILLION IN PURSE EARNINGS. BUT HIS GREATEST VICTORY WAS IN HIS BATTLE AGAINST CANCER. 
Sandy: YOU KNOW WHAT? YOU MAY BE RIGHT. IT MAY BE MY BIGGEST ACHIEVEMENT OF ALL. YOU KNOW, I CAN'T BELIEVE I'M STILL HERE. BUT I JUST COUNT MY BLESSINGS. AND HOPEFULLY, YOU KNOW, WHEN PEOPLE READ THE BOOK AND THEY THINK THEY DON'T HAVE A LOT OF TIME LEFT, THAT KIND OF INSPIRES THEM THAT CANCER CAN BE BEAT. I WOULDN'T WANT TO CHANGE MY LIFE. YOU KNOW, THINGS WENT WELL, AND I ENJOYED MYSELF THROUGH MY LIFE, AND I REALLY WOULDN'T WANT TO CHANGE A THING. 
Kim: ROBERT RIPLEY DREW HIS FIRST BELIEVE IT OR NOT CARTOON IN 1918. THE RECENTLY RELEASED BELIEVE IT OR NOT: PLANET ECCENTRIC BOOK. AND AT THE BOOK LAUNCH, THINGS WERE-- BELIEVE IT OR NOT-- KIND OF ECCENTRIC. 

[ Caption: Toronto ]
(Lively rock music) 

♪ AFTER ME ♪ 

(Street din) 
[ Caption: John Graziano Ripley's Cartoonist & Spokesperson ]

John: THIS IS THE BOOK LAUNCH FOR RIPLEY'S BELIEVE IT OR NOT NEW PUBLICATION CALLED PLANET ECCENTRIC. LET'S START THE SHOW, AND WE'RE OFF. 
Man: (Deep voice) WE HAVE FOUND A MARK ON YOU. 

♪ HEY, HEY, HEY ♪ 
[ Caption: Fran Capo World's Fastest Talking Woman ]

Fran: HAPPEN TO BE THE WORLD'S FASTEST TALKING FEMALE. I WAS CLOCKED AT 603.32 WORDS A MINUTE, WHICH COMES OUT TO 10 WORDS A SECOND. 
Man: WE HAVE ANY COPS HERE? 
Fran: OKAY, KIDS. 
[ Caption: Jason Kronenwald Bubblegum Artist ]

Jason: I HAVE A TEAM OF CHEWERS THAT HELP ME DO THE CHEWING. 

[ Caption: Selvis The Elvis Experience ]
♪ 

(Speaking other language) 
[ Caption: Santini The Dark Master of Escapes ]

John: BUBBLEGUM PAINTINGS. 
Jason: EACH OF THESE PAINTINGS IS MADE FROM ENTIRELY CHEWED BUBBLEGUM. 

(Speaking other language) 

♪ HEY, HEY, HEY ♪ 

(Light rumbling) 
Fran: TOMORROW, WAR AND PEACE. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

(Laughing) 
John: THE GREAT THING ABOUT THE BOOK IS THAT YOU COULD PUT IT DOWN AND PICK IT UP AND LEAF THROUGH IT AND START AND STOP ANYWHERE YOU WANT, BECAUSE IT'S JUST ALL FANTASTIC. LIKE A REALITY TV SHOW BETWEEN TWO COVERS. SO YOU'LL SEE EVERYTHING AND ANYTHING IN THERE. THERE'S REALLY NOTHING TABOO. 
Kim: UP NEXT, THE SEED OF SCIENCE MAGAZINE. 
Adam: IT'S IMPORTANT THAT WE HAVE AN INFORMED DISCUSSION IN THE POPULATION ABOUT SCIENCE AND ITS IMPACT ON SOCIETY. 

[ Caption: Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ BREAK ] 

[ Caption: Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: LORI LANSENS' DEBUT NOVEL RUSH HOME ROAD WAS NOT ONLY A BESTSELLER, BUT WHOOPI GOLDBERG PICKED UP THE MOVIE RIGHTS. NOW LORI'S BACK WITH A NEW BOOK ENTITLED THE GIRLS, A COMPELLING TALE ABOUT ROSE AND RUBY, TWO TWINS. 
[ Caption: Lori Lansens The Girls ]

Lori: I FOUND THIS BOOK ABOUT CONJOINED TWINS AND STARTED READING ABOUT CHANG AND ENG, WHO ARE THE ORIGINAL SIAMESE TWINS, WHICH MOST PEOPLE ARE FAMILIAR WITH. AND THEN I SAW A VERY SMALL SNIPPET OF A DOCUMENTARY ABOUT LORI AND REBA SCHAPPELL, WHO ARE-- AS I UNDERSTAND IT-- THE ONLY LIVING CRANIOPAGUS TWINS IN NORTH AMERICA. 
AND THEN THE BIJANI TWINS, THEY WERE SEPARATED IN AN OPERATION THAT THEY SOUGHT OUT. THESE GIRLS BOTH DIED ON THE OPERATING TABLE, AND THEY HAD TALKED ABOUT HOW THEY HAD LONGED TO LOOK INTO EACH OTHER'S EYES. AND I FOUND THAT VERY POIGNANT AND VERY POETIC AND VERY SAD THAT THEY DIED. 
I FOUND MYSELF PROJECTING, AND THINKING ABOUT THESE CRANIOPAGUS TWINS. THAT THESE GIRLS, ROSE AND RUBY, WHO STARTED TO SORT OF TAKE SHAPE FOR ME AND WALK OUT OF THE FOG, AS IT WERE. 
[ Caption: Susan G. Cole Senior Entertainment Editor, Now Magazine ]

Susan: THE PROBLEM WITH THE SUBJECT MATTER IS THAT YOU IMMEDIATELY THINK YOU'RE IN DIANE ARBUS TERRITORY IN FREAKSVILLE. AND THE THING ABOUT THE BOOK THAT'S SO EXTRAORDINARY IS THAT IT TREATS ITS SUBJECTS-- TWO SMART, WILFUL WOMEN-- AS IF THEY ARE, YOU KNOW, COMPLETE CHARACTERS. THEY ARE COMPLETE CHARACTERS, AND THEY HAVE COMPLETE LIVES, AND THEY'RE SO FASCINATING BECAUSE YOU GET THE PART OF THEM THAT'S COMPLETELY HUMAN AND SO COMPLETELY NOT FREAK-LIKE. 
Lori: IT WAS READING AND RESEARCHING THAT SORT OF GAVE ME CONFIDENCE TO PROCEED WITH THINKING OF THESE GIRLS AS NORMAL IN THEIR PURSUITS, NORMAL IN THEIR PUBESCENCE AND PREPUBESCENCE. SO IT-- IT... FELT RIGHT AND APPROPRIATE. 
(Reading) "I'VE NEVER CLIMBED A TREE OR FADED INTO A CROWD. SO MANY THINGS I'VE NEVER DONE, BUT, OH, HOW I'VE BEEN LOVED. AND IF SUCH THINGS WERE TO BE, I'D LIVE 1,000 LIVES AS ME TO BE LOVED SO EXPONENTIALLY." 
Kim: WELL, FROM BOOKS TO MAGAZINES, LET'S INTRODUCE YOU TO TWO FAIRLY NEW ONES. SEED, SCIENCE AND CULTURE COMING OUT OF NEW YORK, AND TORO, FASHION, MEN, SPORT. 
Derek: TORO IS, UH, AN UPSCALE MAGAZINE FOR CANADIAN MEN. 
[ Caption: Cameron Williamson Creative Director, Toro Magazine ]

Cameron: I THINK WE'RE SORT OF AN INTERESTING AMALGAMATION OF SEVERAL MAGAZINES. 
Dinah: STRONG EDITORIAL CONTENT AND AWARD-WINNING DESIGN. 
[ Caption: Derek Finkle Editor, Toro Magazone ]

Derek: TORO WAS BORN IN ABOUT EIGHT WEEKS TIME. AND WHEN YOU CONSIDER THAT, UH-- THE SORT OF SHORT GESTATION PERIOD THAT WE HAD, THE FIRST ISSUE ACTUALLY IS PRETTY CLOSE TO, UM, WHAT YOU SEE TODAY. 
[ Caption: Dinah Quattrin Publisher, Toro Magazine ]

Dinah: ONE OF THE REASONS WE STARTED TORO IN THE FIRST PLACE WAS BECAUSE OUR CHAIRMAN, WHO HAS, UM, PUT UP HIS OWN PERSONAL MONEY TO ENSURE THAT TORO HAPPENED, IS THAT HE WOULD GO OUT TO THE NEWSSTAND. HE'S EXTREMELY PASSIONATE ABOUT MAGAZINES AND EXTREMELY PATRIOTIC, AND HE FELT THAT THERE WASN'T ANYTHING OUT THERE ON THE MARKET THAT WAS CANADIAN FOR HIM TO BUY. 
Derek: WE'VE PUT TOGETHER A REALLY NICE STABLE OF WRITERS, UM, IN THIS COUNTRY WHO WERE ALL BEING UNDERUSED AND WHO DIDN'T REALLY HAVE A PLACE, UM, TO CALL THEIR OWN. 
Dinah: I THINK THAT HUMOUR, UH, DEFINITELY PLAYS A BIG ROLE IN WHAT WE DO. AND, UM, YOU KNOW, WE'RE JUST ALWAYS TRYING TO STAY FRESH, AND, UM, AND KEEP IT INTERESTING. 
Derek: WE DO EVERYTHING FROM INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM. WE DO DIFFERENT CELEBRITY PROFILES. WE DO FILM STORIES. WE HAVE TO COVER THINGS WHETHER THEY'RE CANADIAN, OR WHETHER THEY'RE AMERICAN OR FRENCH OR URUGUAYAN. WE'RE TRYING TO COVER WHAT WE THINK IS IMPORTANT TO OUR READER. 

(Funky jazzy music) 

♪ 

(Funky instrumental music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: Adam Bly Founder & Editor-In-Chief, Seed ]

Adam: SEED IS THE FIRST 21st CENTURY SCIENCE MAGAZINE. FOR US THAT MEANS, UH, THAT WE NEED TO BE VERY GOOD AT NOT ONLY CAPTURING, UH, THE JUICIEST, MOST DELICIOUS IDEAS IN SCIENCE TODAY-- THOSE THAT ARE, UM, BEYOND AWE-INSPIRING, WHETHER THEY HAVE TO DO WITH THE MIND OR THEY HAVE TO DO WITH CONSCIOUSNESS OR STRING THEORY OR UNIFYING THEORIES. IT'S IMPORTANT THAT WE HAVE AN INFORMED DISCUSSION IN THE POPULATION ABOUT SCIENCE AND ITS IMPACT ON SOCIETY. 

(New age instrumental music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: Laura McNeil Deputy Editor, Seed ]

Laura: IT REALLY INCORPORATES THE LARGER CULTURE, WHAT'S GOING ON, THINGS THAT YOU WOULD NORMALLY READ ON-- YOU MIGHT READ ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE NEWSPAPER-- THAT KIND OF SCIENCE, THAT IS REALLY, UH, RELEVANT TO YOUR EVERYDAY LIFE. 
Kim: THE MAGAZINE RE-LAUNCHED THIS PAST OCTOBER SOON AFTER A SURVEY SHOWED THAT PEOPLE ARE MORE INTERESTED IN SCIENCE THAN EITHER FASHION, RELIGION, SPORTS OR POLITICS. 
Man: THE 10th PLANET HAS BEEN FOUND, AND NOW ASTRONOMERS ARE THINKING ABOUT DOING AWAY WITH THE TERM" PLANET" ALTOGETHER. 
Adam: IT'S IMPORTANT THAT WHATEVER WE DO HAS A STRONG DEGREE OF AUTHORITY TO IT. WE'RE WORKING WITH SENSITIVE MATERIAL. WE'RE WORKING WITH FACT URBAN INFORMATION. I THINK THERE ARE REALLY GREAT STORIES IN SCIENCE. THERE ARE GREAT STORIES OF SCIENTISTS. THERE ARE GREAT STORIES OF DISCOVERY. THERE ARE GREAT STORIES OF GREED AND ENVY AND LUST AND PASSION. 
Laura: IT'S NOT ABOUT MAKING SCIENCE SEXY, FOR EXAMPLE. SCIENCE IS SEXY. SCIENCE IS INTERESTING. IT'S FULL OF, UH, INTRIGUE AND DOUBT AND, UH, SCEPTICISM AND, UH, FANTASTIC IDEAS AND ALL THESE VERY HUMAN THINGS. I MEAN, THERE'S A NATURAL NARRATIVE TO SO MUCH OF WHAT'S GOING ON OUT THERE. YOU DON'T NEED TO DRESS IT UP IN PIGTAILS AND TUTUS, YOU KNOW. IT'S JUST, IT ALREADY HAS ALL THAT. 
Adam: YOU KNOW, SOMETIMES WE DEAL WITH, UM, SUCH SMALL ISSUES IN OUR DAY-TO-DAY, UM, IN OUR SORT OF CELEBRITY-DRIVEN, 24/7 CULTURE. SOMETIMES IT'S GOOD TO JUST THINK ABOUT WHAT HUBBLE'S BRINGING US BACK. UM, IT'S ALSO GOOD TO THINK ABOUT HOW POLITICS IS, UH, IS BEING INFLUENCED BY RELIGION PERHAPS, SAY, MORE THAN BY SCIENCE, TO SORT OF QUESTION POLITIC PROCESS, QUESTION WHAT'S GOING ON. 
WE WANT TO HAVE STORIES THAT COMPLETELY RESONATE, AND YOU RIP THEM OUT, AND YOU KEEP THEM FOR 10 YEARS. AND THE ONLY WAY TO DO THAT IS BY TAKING RISKS. AND I THINK THAT A LITTLE BIT OF RISK-TAKING IS GOOD FOR SCIENCE JOURNALISM RIGHT NOW. 
Kim: COMING UP, ARCHITECTURE UP NORTH. 
Lisa: CANADIANS BRING TO ARCHITECTURE AN INCREDIBLE SENSITIVITY TO PLACE. THERE'S A SENSE OF HUMANISM. 

[ Caption: Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ BREAK ] 
[ Caption: Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: HEY, THERE. WELCOME BACK. LISA ROCHON IS ARCHITECTURE CRITIC FOR THE GLOBE AND MAIL. IN HER NEW BOOK UP NORTH, SHE CHARTS THE RISE OF A DISTINCTIVE STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE BY A SELECT GROUP OF PRACTITIONERS IN CANADA. UP NORTH. 
(Soft instrumental music) 
[ Caption: Lisa Rochon Up North ]

Lisa: THERE ARE MANY STORIES ABOUT THE MAKING OF ARCHITECTURE IN CANADA THAT ARE FILLED WITH PAIN AND ANGST AND DIFFICULT TIMES BECAUSE WHEN YOU LOOK AT THESE WORKS AND THE KIND OF VISION BEHIND THESE WORKS, THESE ARE NOT EASY TASKS. THESE ARE NOT EXERCISES IN MEETING THE BOTTOM LINE. THESE ARE FORCES, FORCES OF NATURE. 
THE BOOK CAME ABOUT WHEN THE GLOBE SENT ME ACROSS CANADA TO LOOK AT THE AWARD-WINNING BUILDINGS THAT HAD WON IN 2002 THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S AWARDS. AND I WENT ACROSS THE COUNTRY, LOOKED AT THE BUILDINGS AND WAS ABSOLUTELY CONVINCED, AT THAT TIME, THAT THERE TRULY WAS THIS GREAT BODY OF ARCHITECTURE THAT WAS UNIQUE, POSSIBLY IN THE WORLD. 
[ Caption: Bruce Kuwabara Architect ]

Bruce: THE PROJECT THAT SHE'S DONE WITH THE UP NORTH BOOK IS NO MEAN FEAT. IT'S VERY HARD TO KIND OF CREATE A KIND OF COHERENT SORT OF ASSEMBLAGE OF THOUGHTS ON CANADIAN ARCHITECTURE, WHICH IN ITSELF IS SO DISPARATE. 
Lisa: WHAT STAGGERED ME ABOUT THIS BODY OF WORK-- CIVIC BUILDINGS, COMMUNITY CENTRES, LIBRARIES, SCHOOLS, PRIVATE RESIDENCES-- WAS THAT THERE WAS ONE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND ALL THESE BUILDINGS, AND THAT WAS LANDSCAPE, A SENSE OF PLACE, A DEEP CONNECTION TO CULTURE, THE PLACE. THEY WERE GROUNDED. 

♪ 
THIS IS VERY NECESSARY KIND OF ARCHITECTURE, GIVEN THE ENORMOUS AMOUNT OF PLACELESSNESS AND FORMULAIC ARCHITECTURE THAT IS ALL AROUND US NOW. 
[ Caption: Jack Diamond Architect ]

Jack: CLEARLY, WHAT'S REALLY IMPORTANT TO RAISE THE LEVELS AND STANDARDS OF DESIGN IS TO HAVE INTELLIGENT DISCOURSE AND CRITICISM ABOUT ARCHITECTURE, AND LISA DOES THAT. AND SO SHE RAISES THE BAR AND RAISES CONSCIOUSNESS. 
Lisa: CANADIANS BRING TO ARCHITECTURE AN INCREDIBLE SENSITIVITY TO PLACE, TO MATERIALS. THERE'S A WARMTH IN THE MATERIALS THAT THE BEST ARCHITECTS USE HERE. THERE'S A SENSE OF HUMANISM. AND I WANTED TO WRITE A BOOK ABOUT THAT. 

[ Caption: Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
Sandra: I SAT DOWN ONE DAY, AND THIS SENTENCE CAME TO ME: IN ALL THE ALMOST 20 YEARS THE VANDAL CHILDREN HAD KNOWN THEIR MOTHER, SHE HAD NEVER CRIED. AND AS SOON AS THAT SENTENCE CAME TO ME, I THOUGHT, "I KNOW, THIS IS A GOOD THING TO EXPLORE. WHY ISN'T A WOMAN CRYING? AND WILL SHE CRY?" AND IT WAS ALMOST LIKE PUTTING A GUN IN ACT ONE; IT HAD TO GO OFF IN ACT THREE. 
Kim: THAT'S SANDRA BIRDSELL TALKING ABOUT THE INSPIRATION BEHIND HER NEW NOVEL CHILDREN OF THE DAY, WHICH TAKES PLACE IN MANITOBA DURING ONE DAY IN 1953. SANDRA IS INDICATIVE OF THOSE PRAIRIE WRITERS THAT WEAVE HISTORY AND TOPOGRAPHY THROUGHOUT THEIR STORIES, WRITERS SUCH AS RUDY WIEBE FROM ALBERTA AND GUY VANDERHAEGHE FROM SASKATCHEWAN. 
VANDERHAEGHE WAS BORN IN ESTERHAZY, SASKATCHEWAN AND NOW LIVES IN SASKATOON. HIS NOVELS SUCH AS THE ENGLISHMAN'S BOY AND THE LAST CROSSING ARE SET AGAINST THIS PRAIRIE BACKDROP. FOR GUY, GEOGRAPHY IS AN ACTIVE CHARACTER IN HIS STORIES. 
[ Caption: Guy Vanderhaeghe The Englishman's Boy ]

Guy: THE LANDSCAPE IS HUGE IN MY IMAGINATION. THE SWEEP OF THE LANDSCAPE, THE SKY, UH, AND THE PEOPLE THAT LIVE HERE ARE, LIKE, A HUGE INFLUENCE ON ME, AS IS THE HISTORY OF THE PROVINCE. 
Kim: IS HE THE LITERARY GIANT OF THE PRAIRIES RIGHT NOW? 
[ Caption: Sandra Birdsell Children Of The Day ]

Sandra: OH, I WOULD CERTAINLY SAY SO. I MEAN, THE WAY-- I MEAN, IN THE TRADITION, I THINK, OF RUDY WIEBE, TOO, WHO WROTE THE TEMPTATION OF BIG BEAR AND HIS EARLY HISTORICAL NOVELS. 
[ Caption: Rudy Wiebe Author ]

Rudy: THIS IS MY WORLD. YOU WRITE ABOUT YOUR OWN WORLD, AND YOU WRITE ABOUT THE WORLD THAT, YOU KNOW, WHERE YOU GREW UP. AND THIS WAS ONE OF THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT I LEARNED WHEN I WAS A KID IS THAT, UM, EVERYONE HAS THEIR STORIES TO TELL, AND THE STORIES ABOUT NORTHERN ALBERTA AND THE STORIES OF THE PRAIRIES, THE CANADIAN PRAIRIES ARE THE STORIES OF THE HUMAN BEINGS LIVING HERE. AND THEY ARE AS WORTHY STORIES AS ANY OTHER PLACE. 
Sandra: CHARACTERS ARE INFLUENCED BY THEIR LANDSCAPES, THEIR GEOGRAPHY, THEIR CULTURAL INFLUENCES, WHAT TO THEM WAS ART, WHAT TO THEM WAS BEAUTY. AND, DEFINITELY, ON THE PRAIRIE, THERE IS A VERY DIFFERENT SENSE OF BEAUTY THAN YOU MIGHT HAVE HERE OR CLOSE TO THE LAKES OR IN THE MOUNTAINS. 
Guy: I THINK THERE'S A STUBBORN, STOICAL QUALITY TO THE PEOPLE THAT LIVE HERE BECAUSE IT'S SUCH A HARD PLACE TO LIVE. YOU KNOW, WE HAVE THE MINUS-40- BELOW WINTERS. WE HAVE DROUGHT. IT'S A STRUGGLE. 

(Wind blowing) 
Sandra: THE SILENCE IS INCREDIBLE. IT IS PROFOUND. AND YOU HEAR THINGS THAT YOU WOULD NOT NORMALLY HEAR BECAUSE IT IS SO QUIET. 
Guy: I REMEMBER MY GRANDMOTHER, WHO LOVED THUNDERSTORMS, UH, TAKING ME OUT ON THE PORCH WHENEVER THERE WAS A THUNDERSTORM JUST TO WATCH THE FIREWORKS. I THINK THAT SORT OF BURNED INTO MY MEMORY SOMEHOW THE SASKATCHEWAN SKY, WHY I'M SO ATTACHED TO THIS PLACE. 
THE OTHER THING THAT I HAVE A FEELING ABOUT IS THAT IF I WERE TO MOVE AWAY, UH, I WOULD SORT OF BE LIKE A FLY CAUGHT IN AMBER. I WOULD BE STUCK ALMOST ENTIRELY IN THE PAST AND WRITING ABOUT MEMORY RATHER THAN LIVING IN A SOCIETY AND SEEING IT CHANGE, WHICH IT'S DONE ENORMOUSLY. 

(Clattering) 

(Bell ringing) 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
Man: HEY, YOU! LISTEN UP! 
[ Caption: Andrew Clark Author A Keen Soldier ]

Andrew: EVER SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE NOW PERPETUAL WAR ON TERRORISM, IT SEEMS THAT EACH DAY THE MEDIA INFORMS US OF YET ANOTHER SAVAGE BRUTALITY: AN AMERICAN IS BEHEADED BY ISLAMIC TERRORISTS; IRAQI PRISONERS ARE TORTURED BY AMERICAN SOLDIERS. THE IMAGES ARE HORRIFIC. THEY SHOW US MANKIND AT ITS WORST. 
THE NEWSPAPERS ARE FILLED WITH SHOCK AND SURPRISE. WHO WOULD HAVE THOUGHT IT? AN ATROCITY DURING WARTIME. THIS IS PRECISELY THE TONE ECHOING THROUGHOUT THE WESTERN WORLD. SOMEHOW, DESPITE WITNESSING THE UNHOLY CARNAGE OF THE 20th CENTURY, PEOPLE STILL LONG FOR A CIVIL WAR. THEY PINE FOR A BYGONE ERA IN WHICH EUROPEAN ARMIES WERE LED BY GENTLEMEN GENERALS AND FOUGHT PITCHED BATTLES ACCORDING TO A SET OF RULES. 
"YES, WE MUST FIGHT FOR FREEDOM," THE FOLKS AT HOME SAY, "BUT DOES IT HAVE TO BE SO MESSY?" THIS NOTION OF A CLEAN AND TIDY WAR MAY SEEM MERELY NAIVE, LAUGHABLY SO. BUT IT IS, IN FACT, ONE OF THE MOST DANGEROUS IDEAS ON OFFER. ONCE A POPULATION BELIEVES THAT WAR CAN BE CONDUCTED ACCORDING TO RULES, IT WILL GIVE ITS POLITICIANS THE RIGHT TO GO AHEAD AND MAKE WAR. 
THE CONCEPT OF A CLEAN WAR MAKES WAR, WITH ALL ITS INCUMBENT HORRORS, POSSIBLE. REMEMBER THE WORDS OF CIVIL WAR GENERAL WILLIAM TECUMSEH SHERMAN, WHO IN 1864 LAID WASTE TO THE SOUTH. "WAR IS CRUELTY," HE WROTE THE MAYOR OF ATLANTA SHORTLY BEFORE HIS ARMY BURNT THAT CITY TO THE GROUND, "AND YOU CANNOT REFINE IT." 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: THAT'S OUR SHOW EVERYBODY. GO TO OUR WEBSITE booktelevision.com. LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK. TILL NEXT TIME, I'M K.C.C. 

[ CREDITS ]
(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
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