The Word This Week

5-08

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, ACCLAIMED VIDEO DIRECTOR FLORIA SIGISMONDI'S BOOK OF DARK PHOTOS, UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD OF THE TERRORIST. 
Neil: IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THERE ARE CONDITIONS THAT CREATE TERRORISM, BUT NOT EVERYBODY LIVING IN THOSE, IN THOSE SITUATIONS, IN THOSE CONDITIONS BECOME SUICIDE BOMBERS OR TERRORISTS. 

♪ GOOD MORNING ♪ 
Kim: AND SELLING SICKNESS IS GOOD BUSINESS. 
Alan: THEIR REWARDS AND THEIR WHOLE INCENTIVE STRUCTURE IS BUILT AROUND SELLING. 

♪ 
[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

[ Caption:  KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS ]

Kim: THANKS FOR JOINING ME, EVERYBODY. I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. WORLD-FAMOUS MUSIC VIDEO DIRECTOR FLORIA SIGISMONDI ACTUALLY STARTED OFF AS A STILL PHOTOGRAPHER. SHE'S JUST RELEASED HER SECOND COLLECTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS. IT'S ENTITLED IMMUNE. WE WERE AT THE BOOK LAUNCH. 

(Pulsing techno music) 

(Crowd din) 

♪ 

[ Caption:  TORONTO ]

Kim: WHY DID YOU CALL THE BOOK IMMUNE? 
[ Caption:  FLORIA SIGISMONDI - IMMUNE ]

Floria: BASICALLY IT'S ABOUT MY COMMENT ON SORT OF MANIPULATION: SOCIAL MANIPULATION, GENETIC MANIPULATION, HOW THE BODY HAS CHANGED AND HOW MUCH OF IT IS RETAINED AND REMAINED PURE AND WHAT IS LEFT, AND SORT OF THE HOW TO BE IMMUNE TO THOSE THINGS AND HOW, HOW DO WE SURVIVE. 
Kim: FLORIA HAS DIRECTED MUSIC VIDEOS FOR SUCH PEOPLE AS MARILYN MANSON, DAVID BOWIE... 

♪ LITTLE WONDER ♪ 
Kim: ...AND LEONARD COHEN. 

♪ MOVING ACROSS THE BORDERS OF MY SECRET LIFE ♪ 
Floria: PHOTOGRAPHY HAS GREATLY INFORMED MY FILM WORK BECAUSE OF JUST THE WHOLE LIGHTING, THE WHOLE, YOU KNOW, BEING BEHIND THE CAMERA. BUT THEN FILM'S BROUGHT A LOT TO MY PHOTOGRAPHY. I THINK WHERE THINGS CAN GET A BIT MORE COMPLICATED AND YOU CAN SORT OF BUILD A BIT OF SUBTEXT TO IT AND I'D HAVE OTHER LAYERS. 
[ Caption:  PETER HILL-FIELD - CANADIAN MANDA GROUP ]

Peter: I'VE ALWAYS BEEN A FAN OF HER VIDEOS AND OF HER PHOTOGRAPHIC WORK. HER LAST BOOK WAS AMAZING, AND I REALLY WANTED TO BRING HER TO TORONTO. 
Floria: I THINK THE PURER YOU ARE AND THE MORE HONEST YOU ARE WITH YOUR-- WITHIN YOURSELF, THE MORE I THINK PEOPLE CAN IDENTIFY WITH IT. 
[ Caption:  DAVID LISS - CURATOR, MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY CANADIAN ART ]

David: FLORIA, VERY SUCCESSFULLY, IN A WAY, MANAGED TO MAKE A GOOD LIVING FOR HERSELF ON HER OWN TERMS. THIS IS AN ARTIST WITH A VISION. 
Floria: AND I THINK I'D BE A VERY DIFFERENT PERSON IF I DIDN'T HAVE THAT OUTLET, YOU KNOW, TO RELEASE DEMONS. 

♪ TRIP LIKE I DO ♪ 

♪ OH, MY GOD, THIS IS THE BEST ♪ 

♪ TRIP LIKE I DO ♪ 
Kim: BACK IN THE 1980s, SPIN WAS ONE OF THE FEW MAGAZINES TO COVER NEW MUSIC. THEY'VE BEEN AROUND TWO DECADES, BELIEVE IT OR NOT. THEY'RE CELEBRATING THAT FACT WITH THE PUBLICATION OF 20 YEARS OF ALTERNATIVE MUSIC. 

(Upbeat alternative rock music) 

♪ 
[ Caption:  SIA MICHEL - EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, SPIN ]

Sia: THERE REALLY WASN'T A MAGAZINE UNTIL SPIN THAT COULD PUT THESE KIND OF SMALLER, YOU KNOW, MORE CREDIBLE BANDS ON THE COVER, REALLY, AND SELL ENOUGH ISSUES TO MAINTAIN THE BUSINESS. AT THE TIME, THERE JUST WASN'T SO MUCH NOISE. THERE WEREN'T BLOGS. THERE WASN'T AN INTERNET. THERE WAS REALLY JUST ROLLING STONE AND THEN MAYBE OPTION, AND A COUPLE OF OTHER SMALLER MAGAZINES. SO WHEN YOU DID PUT A BAND ON THE COVER THEN, I THINK IT GOT WAY MORE ATTENTION THAN IT MIGHT RIGHT NOW. 
[ Caption:  RICHARD CAZEAU - HOST, MuchMoreMusic ]

Richard: I READ SPIN, I READ VIBE. THERE'S A LOT OF-- I'M REALLY FUSSY WHEN IT COMES TO MUSIC MAGAZINES BECAUSE I KNOW THAT THERE'S A LOT OF FLUFF OUT THERE. 

♪ 

Richard: SPIN'S ALWAYS BEEN ABOUT MUSIC. IT ALWAYS MAKES SURE THAT THE FIRST THING WE TALK ABOUT IS WHO'S IN THE RECORDING STUDIO, WHO'S GOT A NEW RECORD OUT, WHAT INFLUENCES ARE COMING BACK AGAIN, PEOPLE WHO ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE POP CULTURE SCENE, BUT DOING IT THROUGH MUSIC. 
Sia: THE BOOK IS TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH TWO THINGS. ONE WOULD BE NEW WRITING BY REALLY GREAT WRITERS LOOKING WITH HINDSIGHT BACK ON ALL OF THESE MUSICAL MOVEMENTS AND BANDS AND KIND OF PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER WITH HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE. BUT THEN PART TWO IS TAKING CLASSIC MATERIAL FROM THE MAGAZINES SO YOU'RE ALSO GETTING AN UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT IS WAS LIKE TO EXPERIENCE THE CULTURE AT THE TIME AS IT WAS UNRAVELLING AND THE SENSE OF EXCITEMENT AND WONDER AND THEN ALSO TO CAPTURE QUOTES FROM THE ARTISTS, HOW THEY SPOKE AT THE TIME. SO IT'S KIND OF AN INTERESTING TENSION BETWEEN HISTORICAL HINDSIGHT AND THEN LIKE THIS SENSE OF LIKE SOMETHING NEW UNRAVELLING AND EVERYBODY'S SCRATCHING THEIR HEADS ABOUT IT. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
Kim: STICKING WITH MUSIC JOURNALISM, JASON ANDERSON IS A WELL-KNOWN MUSIC JOURNALIST IN TORONTO. HE'S JUST PUBLISHED HIS FIRST NOVEL APPROPRIATELY ENTITLED SHOWBIZ. 
[ Caption:  JASON ANDERSON - SHOWBIZ ]

Jason: (Reading) "A SEDAN WITH TINTED WINDOWS IS ABOUT 30 FEET BACK IN THE OUTSIDE LANE WHERE THE STREETS WERE BUSY. THE THUNDERBOLT DEFINITELY NAVIGATED THE TRAFFIC, MAINTAINING A STEADY DISTANCE BETWEEN US. 'YOU SURE IT'S FOLLOWING US?' 'PRETTY SURE.'" THIS IS ABOUT THE STORY OF A YOUNG JOURNALIST IN NEW YORK. HE DOESN'T HAVE MUCH WORK TO DO. BUT HE HAPPENS UPON THIS STORY, A STORY OF THIS COMEDIAN WHO'S EXTREMELY FAMOUS BACK IN THE '60s AND HE WAS VERY FAMOUS BECAUSE HE WAS A PRESIDENTIAL IMPERSONATOR. THE TROUBLE WAS HIS SUCCESS SORT OF ENDED WHEN THE PRESIDENT'S LIFE DID. IT'S LOOSELY BASED ON THE STORY OF A REAL COMEDIAN NAMED VAUGHN MEADER WHO HAD SOLD MILLIONS OF RECORDS IN THE EARLY '60s, AND WAS A KENNEDY IMPERSONATOR. BUT WHEN KENNEDY DIED, HIS CAREER JUST WENT INTO THIS SORT OF TAILSPIN. HE'S SORT OF LIKE THE EPITOME OF SOMEBODY WHO HAD PRETTY MUCH AS HIGH AS HE COULD HAVE GOTTEN, YOU KNOW, AS FAMOUS AS HE COULD HAVE BEEN AND THEN JUST ALL THE WAY DOWN. 

(Upbeat pop music) 

(Crowd din) 

♪ 
Jason: PART OF THE ANXIETY FOR ME WAS LIKE SPENDING YEARS TALKING TO PEOPLE ABOUT THEIR CREATIVE PROJECTS AND SORT OF THINKING, WHEN AM I EVER GOING TO GET ONE OF THESE FINISHED FOR MYSELF? I ALSO JUST WANTED TO WRITE SOMETHING THAT WAS FUNNY AND QUICK AND PEOPLE I KNEW WOULD ENJOY READING. 
Kim: AT THE RECENT CANADIAN ABORIGINAL AWARDS, THERE WAS THE LAUNCH OF THE BOOK AND THE CD OF THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF NATIVE MUSIC. IT COVERS EVERYTHING FROM POW- WOW, TO JAZZ, TO BLUES, TO ROCK. THE MAN BEHIND THE MONUMENTAL TASK-- AND HE DESERVES A MEDAL-- IS BRIAN WRIGHT-McLEOD. 

(Traditional Native music and singing) 
Kim: IS THIS THE FIRST OF ITS KIND? 
[ Caption:  BRIAN WRIGHT-McLEOD - EDITOR, THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF NATIVE MUSIC ]

Brian: DEFINITELY, THE FIRST OF ITS KIND. I MEAN, IT'S GROUNDBREAKING AND IT'S A BENCHMARK FOR WHAT'S TAKING PLACE IN TERMS OF RECORDED MUSIC WITHIN THE NATIVE COMMUNITY. THERE'S NO DOCUMENTATION OF WHO'S EVER DONE WHAT. SO IT'S QUICKLY BECOMING A HISTORY THAT'S POTENTIAL TO DISAPPEAR. YOU KNOW, IT NEEDED TO BE CATALOGUED AND THERE'S JUST NO RESOURCES FOR, FOR ANYBODY IN THE INDUSTRY TO REFER TO. 
Kim: NOW, IS IT A COMPANION PIECE? THE BOOK AND THE CD? 
Brian: MORE OR LESS, YES. THERE'S 70 TRACKS ON THREE DISKS STARTING FROM 1910 TO 2004. THE PERFORMERS THAT ARE ON THIS DISK ARE PERFORMERS THAT YOU'D FIND IN THE BOOK. THE THING ABOUT THE BOOK IS THAT A LOT OF THE MATERIAL THAT'S DOCUMENTED IN THERE IS STILL RESEARCHABLE, IT'S STILL ATTAINABLE. SO IT'S NOT TOO, TOO FAR GONE. YOU KNOW, A LOT THE STUFF IS BEING REISSUED AS WELL. 
Kim: HOW ARE YOU FEELING RIGHT NOW, MOSTLY. A FATHER? 
Brian: KIND OF LIKE A FATHER. YEAH, BUT JUST IT'S BEEN NON- STOP. THIS IS THE CONTINUING, CONTINUATION OF THE WORK. BUT, YOU KNOW, I THINK WHEN I FINALLY FALL FROM EXHAUSTION I MIGHT RAISE A FEEBLE FIST IN THE AIR AND GO, "YAY!" 
Kim: CONGRATULATIONS. 
Brian: THANK YOU. 
Kim: JOB WELL DONE. 

♪ 
Kim: COMING UP, THE WORLD OF TERRORISM. 
Neil: WHILE IN TODAY'S WORLD, THE SUICIDE BOMBERS THAT WE KNOW COME FROM ISLAM, THEY DON'T DEFINE ISLAM. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

[ BREAK ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

[ Caption:  KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK, EVERYBODY. EVER SINCE 9/11, SUSPICION HAS PERMEATED OUR LIVES. BUT WHAT IS SUSPECT? THAT WAS THE THEME FOR ALPHABET CITY, A TORONTO MEDIA GROUP AND THIS COLLECTION OF THINGS LIKE COMICS, ESSAYS AND PHOTOGRAPHS. WE WERE THERE AT THE OPENING. 

(Jazzy techno music) 

(Traffic din) 

♪ 
John: THIS IS THE ART EXHIBIT COMPONENT OF THE ALPHABET CITY 2005 FESTIVAL. 

(Crowd din) 

♪ 
[ Caption:  JOHN KNECHTEL - EDITOR, SUSPECT ]

John: THE TOPIC FOR THIS YEAR'S FESTIVAL IS SUSPECT, WHICH WE BOMBARD FROM MANY CULTURAL DIRECTIONS, INCLUDING THE VISUAL ART HERE, AS WELL AS THE LITERATURE AND ESSAYS INCLUDED IN THE BOOK. WE WERE LOOKING FOR THIS RE- LAUNCH A TOPIC THAT WOULD BE OF URGENT RELEVANCE TO A BROAD SWATH OF PEOPLE. AND RIGHT NOW, I THINK THAT THE SUSPECT GIVEN CANADIAN CITIZENS TORTURED IN SYRIA, THE CIA'S SECRET JAILS ACROSS EUROPE, RIOTS IN PARIS, THIS TOPIC IS EXTREMELY RELEVANT RIGHT NOW ACROSS THE BOARD. 

(Soft techno music) 

♪ 

[ Caption:  TIMOTHY STOCK - CONTRIBUTOR, SUSPECT ]

Timothy: WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT THE MECHANICS OF SUSPICION, WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT THE WAY THAT SUSPICION HAS DIRECT IMPACT ON PEOPLE'S LIVES, IT'S ABSOLUTELY COEXTENSIVE WITH ISSUES OF RACE, WITH ISSUES OF NATIONALITY, ETHNICITY AND ULTIMATELY WITH ISSUES OF STEREOTYPES, PREJUDICE, THINGS LIKE THAT. THIS IS THE ELEMENT OF SUSPICION THAT I THINK THAT WE'RE REALLY TRYING TO HIT HOME. 
[ Caption:  ALIA TOOR - CONTRIBUTOR, SUSPECT ]

Alia: I THINK ANYONE CAN BE A SUSPECT. I MEAN, OTHER THAN-- AND I THINK IF WE REALLY BELIEVE THAT WE LIVE IN A CULTURAL WORLD IN WHICH WE'RE TOLERANT OF EACH OTHER'S DIFFERENCES, WHAT MAKES ME MORE OF A SUSPECT THAN SOMEONE WHO'S BLONDE, BLUE-EYED, WHITE. 
Man: EVERYONE LIKES TO BRING UP 9/11 AND SAY THAT THE WORLD HAS CHANGED, BUT I THINK REALLY IT HASN'T. WE'VE ALWAYS LIVED IN THIS WORLD WHERE WE'VE ALWAYS HAD THIS FEAR OF THE OTHER. AND WHO THAT OTHER HAS BEEN HAS ALWAYS CHANGED THROUGHOUT HISTORY. BUT I THINK 9/11 MADE US VERY AWARE OF ESPECIALLY THE GOVERNMENT AND THE POWERS, THAT PEOPLE IN POWER ARE SORT OF PICKING ON THIS OTHER SAYING, "OH, THIS OTHER, THEY'RE BAD." 
Timothy: SUSPICION ALWAYS REPRESENTS THE MAXIMIZATION OF A CERTAIN KIND OF-- A CERTAIN KIND OF AUTHORITY BEING USED ON THE BASIS OF SOMETHING VERY TRIVIAL, ON THE BASIS OF SOMETHING VERY PREJUDICIAL. AND I THINK, OF COURSE, THAT'S WHAT'S FRIGHTENING ABOUT IT AND THAT'S WHAT PEOPLE SHOULD REALLY RECOGNIZE IN TERMS OF THE POTENTIAL DANGERS. 
John: SUSPECT READS ON A VERY PERSONAL LEVEL. WE ALL HAVE EXPERIENCES OF SUSPICION. WE'RE TRYING TO REVEAL THE TOPIC OF THE SUSPECT NOT JUST AS A NARROW LEGAL PROBLEM BUT AS A BROAD ISSUE WHICH WE'RE ALL CONCERNED IN OUR EVERYDAY LIVES. 
Kim: STICKING WITH SUSPECTS AND SUSPICION, THERE ARE A NUMBER OF BOOKS ON THE MARKET ABOUT TERRORISM: STEWART BELL, CHRIS CLEAVE AND NEIL BISSOONDATH. WE SPOKE TO THESE THREE AUTHORS ABOUT THIS DARK AND COMPLEX THEME. 

(Sirens wailing) 
[ Caption:  NEIL BISSOONDATH - THE UNYIELDING CLAMOUR OF THE NIGHT ]

Neil: IT SEEMS TO ME THERE ARE CONDITIONS THAT CREATE INSURGENCY, THAT CREATE TERRORISM, THAT CREATE SUICIDE BOMBING. BUT NOT EVERYBODY LIVING IN THOSE, IN THOSE SITUATIONS, IN THOSE CONDITIONS BECOME SUICIDE BOMBERS OR TERRORISTS. ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS IS, WHAT IS IT IN THOSE INDIVIDUALS WHO DO DECIDE TO GO THAT WAY THAT DRIVES THEM TO THAT END? 

(Traffic din) 
Neil: AND THAT'S ONE OF THE THINGS THAT HAS ALWAYS FASCINATED ME, THE IDEA OF EVIL, THE IDEA OF WHAT MAKES A PERSON TURN BAD OR WHAT MAKES A GOOD PERSON PERFORM BAD ACTIONS. SO WHILE IN TODAY'S WORLD THE SUICIDE BOMBERS THAT WE KNOW COME FROM ISLAM, THEY DON'T DEFINE ISLAM, IN THE FIRST PLACE. BUT ALSO, THEY'RE JUST ONE IN A LONG LINE OF PEOPLE WHO ARE GIVING UP THEIR LIVES. IF YOU THINK ABOUT IT IN TERMS OF WORLD WAR I, IT'S A MYSTERY TO ME, AS MUCH OF A MYSTERY AS SOMEONE WHO STRAPS EXPLOSIVES AROUND HIMSELF AND BLOWS HIMSELF UP. ALL OF THESE THOUSANDS, TENS OF THOUSANDS, HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF YOUNG MEN WHO WILLINGLY WENT TO SLAUGHTER. YOU GOT OUT OF A TRENCH KNOWING THAT YOU WERE GOING TO DIE. IT'S A SIMILAR PSYCHOLOGY. 
President Bush: EVERY NATION AND EVERY REGION NOW HAS A DECISION TO MAKE. EITHER YOU'RE WITH US OR YOU ARE WITH THE TERRORISTS. 

(Audience Applause) 
[ Caption:  STEWART BELL - THE MARTYR'S OATH ]

Stewart: I DON'T SYMPATHISE WITH TERRORISTS, BUT I THINK IT'S NECESSARY TO TRY AND SEE THINGS THROUGH THEIR EYES TO SEE HOW THEY BECOME-- BECAME TERRORISTS IN THE FIRST PLACE. YOUNG KIDS, THEY'RE IMPRESSIONABLE AND THEY'RE EASILY INFLUENCED AND SOME KIDS GET INVOLVED IN GANGS. THESE DAYS, SOME KIDS ARE GETTING INVOLVED IN TERRORIST GROUPS. IF YOU LOOK AT THE PROCESS OR I GUESS THE MESSAGE THAT THE RECRUITERS ARE USING ON THESE INTERNET SITES, IN THEIR SPEECHES, IN VIDEOS AS WELL, YOU SEE THE SAME KIND OF THREE-POINT MESSAGE. NUMBER ONE, THAT THE WORLD IS A MESS, THAT EVERYWHERE YOU LOOK, THE MUSLIM WORLD IS BEING OPPRESSED. IF YOU GO TO IRAQ, IF YOU LOOK IN PALESTINE, YOU LOOK IN CHECHNYA, IT'S THE SAME THING. SECOND, IS THAT THE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT THE WEST IS OUT TO DESTROY OR, YOU KNOW, KEEP DOWN THE MUSLIM WORLD AND NUMBER THREE THAT THE SOLUTION IS RETURN TO THE FUNDAMENTALS OF ISLAM AND JIHADI VIOLENCE. 

(Percussive traditional music) 
Neil: THE IDEA OF COMMUNITY IS AN INTERESTING ONE BECAUSE WE HAVE AS HUMAN BEINGS, A DRIVE TO SEARCH OUT COMMUNITY. I MEAN, THE LARGER COMMUNITY DOESN’T OPEN ITS DOORS TO US. WE WILL FIND WHATEVER NARROWER COMMUNITY THAT PRESENTS ITSELF, WHICH MEANS THAT THESE YOUNG PEOPLE ARE IMMEDIATELY, LET'S SAY, PREY TO THOSE WHO WILL SEEK TO GATHER THEM INTO THEIR OWN FOLD FOR THEIR OWN PARTICULAR REASONS. THEY DON'T HAVE COMMUNITY WITHIN THEIR LARGER COMMUNITY. THE YOUNG MEN WHO GREW UP IN BRITAIN, FOR INSTANCE, AND MADE THEIR LIVES IN BRITAIN, WHO THEN BECAME TERRORISTS, THAT SAYS TO ME THAT BRITAIN HAS FAILED TO INTEGRATE THESE PEOPLE INTO THE LARGER BRITISH LIFE. 

(Melancholy instrumental music) 
[ Caption:  CHRIS CLEAVE - INCENDIARY ]

Chris: WE STARTED TO HEAR ON THE NEWS THAT SOMETHING HAD HAPPENED. THERE WAS A LOT OF CONFUSION INITIALLY ABOUT WHAT IT WAS. IT BECAME OBVIOUS THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME ATTACKS AND THAT THEY WERE MOSTLY UNDERGROUND, AND THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME FATALITIES, BUT NOBODY KNEW HOW MANY. YOU KNOW, LATER ON, I STARTED TO THINK ABOUT HOW STRANGE IT WAS, HOW VERY STRANGE THAT COINCIDENCE OF MY BOOK ABOUT A TERRORIST ATTACK IN LONDON BEING PUBLISHED ON THE EXACT SAME DAY THAT THERE WAS ONE. I MEAN, I THINK THAT WHEN I WAS WRITING INCENDIARY, I WAS WRITING IT IN RESPONSE TO A BUNCH OF STUFF THAT WAS HAPPENING IN WORLD. I WAS WRITING IT IN RESPONSE TO THE MADRID BOMBING, 19th OF MARCH 2004, WHEN NEARLY 200 PEOPLE DIED ON THE MADRID TRANSPORT SYSTEM. I ALWAYS WRITING IN RESPONSE TO EVENTS LIKE THE ABDUCTION AND ASSASSINATION OF NICK BERG. HIS EXECUTION WAS BROADCAST ON THE INTERNET, VERY SHOCKING, BARBARIC ACT. 
President Bush: STATES LIKE THESE AND THEIR TERRORIST ALLIES CONSTITUTE AN AXIS OF EVIL, ARMING TO THREATEN THE PEACE OF THE WORLD BY SEEKING WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION. THESE REGIMES POSE A GRAVE AND GROWING DANGER. THEY COULD PROVIDE THESE ARMS TO TERRORISTS, GIVING THEM THE MEANS TO MATCH THEIR HATRED. 
Neil: WHEN YOU LOOK AT THE COUNTRIES IN WHICH A LOT OF THESE YOUNG MEN COME AND SOMETIMES YOUNG WOMEN, PLACES LIKE PAKISTAN AND SAUDI ARABIA, FOR INSTANCE. THESE ARE SUPPOSEDLY OUR ALLIES IN THE WAR ON TERRORISM, BUT THESE ARE DEEPLY OPPRESSIVE SOCIETIES. THESE ARE SOCIETIES IN WHICH YOUNG PEOPLE WANTING TO MAKE LIVES, WANTING TO IMPROVE THEIR OWN LIVES, THEIR FAMILY'S LIVES, THEIR COUNTRY, HAVE NO SCOPE FOR ACTION. THERE'S NO SCOPE FOR POLITICAL ACTION OF ANY KIND. 

(Chanting) 
Stewart: THE BELIEFS THAT THESE KIDS HAVE BEEN INDOCTRINATED WITH DURING THEIR TRAINING IS SORT OF MARTYRDOM BELIEFS. ONE, IF YOU DIE IN AN ACT OF MARTYRDOM, THEN YOU'RE GOING ON TO A BETTER PLACE AFTERWARDS. SO THERE'S THAT FUNDAMENTAL BELIEF. SECOND, IF INNOCENT PEOPLE DIE, THEY'RE GOING TO GO ON TO A BETTER PLACE ANYWAY. SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT THEM. AND THIRD, THAT THE TARGETS THAT THEY'RE STRIKING ARE, ARE VALID TARGETS. IF THEY'RE STRIKING A SUBWAY SYSTEM, THAT'S GOING TO DISRUPT THE U.S. ECONOMY OR, YOU KNOW, SOME WESTERN ECONOMY, SO THAT'S A POSITIVE THING. IF THEY STRIKE MILITARY TARGETS, SO MUCH THE BETTER. SO THAT THERE'S THAT BELIEF IN THE JUSTIFICATION IN WHAT THEY'RE DOING. AND AS LONG AS IT'S IN THEIR OWN MIND TO ADVANCE THE CAUSE, THEN THEY ARE MARTYRS. 

♪ 
Chris: A WHAT-IF BOOK LIKE MINE, YOU JUST GOT TO PUT IT IN ITS PLACE. IT'S NOT AS IMPORTANT AS THE REAL SUFFERING THAT 57 FAMILIES ARE GOING THROUGH AT THE MOMENT. WE'RE SO SWEPT AWAY THE WHOLE TIME BY RHETORIC, BY IDEAS THAT SOMETIMES WE FORGET TO JUST TALK TO THE PEOPLE LIVING NEXT DOOR TO US. NOW, I THINK STRENGTH IN A SOCIETY COMES WHEN PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT RACES AND DIFFERENT RELIGIONS AND DIFFERENT POLITICAL PERSUASIONS JUST TALK TO EACH OTHER, YOU KNOW, IN THE STREETS THAT THEY LIVE, RATHER THAN GETTING SWEPT AWAY BY THESE GREAT SORT OF CAMPAIGNS OF MORALITY OR RELIGION. 
Neil: WHAT IS IT WITHIN THE INDIVIDUAL? AND IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THERE'S PROBABLY SOME KIND OF NEED, SOME KIND OF EXISTENTIAL NEED, I SUSPECT, THAT DRIVES THEM TO DO THIS, A WAY-- AND THIS IS ONLY PART OF IT. BUT A WAY OF... MAKING A GESTURE THAT SAID "I'M INVOLVED IN LIFE-- IN A BIGGER LIFE THAN MY OWN, AND I'M TAKING PART IN SOMETHING THAT'S BIGGER THAN MYSELF. AND BY DOING THIS, I'M ALSO STATING THAT I HAVE LIVED AND THAT MY LIFE IS NOT AN ORDINARY ONE OF SIMPLY SELLING GROCERIES IN A STORE, BUT I'VE ENGAGED SOMETHING MUCH LARGER BY ENDING MY LIFE IN THIS WAY." THAT'S ONE OF THE MYSTERIES AND I THINK ONE OF THE DIFFICULTIES IN DEALING WITH TERRORISM TODAY. 
Kim: UP NEXT, SELLING SICKNESS. 
Miriam: THERE ISN'T ENOUGH GOING ON TO GET US THE DRUGS WE NEED AND THERE'S A LOT GOING ON TO GET US ONE MORE DRUG THAT WE DON'T NECESSARILY NEED. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

[ BREAK ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

[ Caption:  KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS ]

Kim: PILL-POPPING, QUICK FIXES, INSTANT REMEDIES, IT SEEMS THERE'S A PRESCRIPTION FOR EVERY AILMENT THESE DAYS. BUT ARE THE PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES MERELY CREATING PATIENTS? A NEW BOOK, SELLING SICKNESS, EXAMINES THE POWER OF DRUG COMPANIES. 

(Lively instrumental music) 

♪ 
[ Caption:  ALAN CASSELS - CO-AUTHOR, SELLING SICKNESS ]

Alan: THE COMPANIES THAT HAVE A STAKE IN, IN PROMOTING A CERTAIN DRUG ALSO HAVE A STAKE IN PROMOTING A CERTAIN CONCEPTION OF THE DISEASE. AND IN ORDER TO SELL THE DRUG OFTEN THEY HAVE TO SELL THE DISEASE FIRST AND WE SAW THIS WITH SOCIAL ANXIETY DISORDER, WHAT WE USED TO CALL PERHAPS EXTREME SHYNESS OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT. THEY HAD TO SPEND A FAIR AMOUNT OF TIME ESSENTIALLY CREATING THE ILLNESS, AND THE WAY THEY DID THAT WAS ESSENTIALLY THROUGH MARKETING, AND THEN PAXIL CAME ALONG. AND PAXIL, WHEN IT HIT THE STREETS, IT WAS THE FIRST DRUG TO TREAT SOCIAL ANXIETY DISORDER AND REALLY THE ASSOCIATION WAS SOCIAL ANXIETY DISORDER AND PAXIL HAPPENED AT THE SAME TIME. 
[ Caption:  DR. KARL KABASELE, M.D. - CityNews MEDICAL SPECIALIST ]

Karl: THE DANGER WITH MARKETING MEDICATIONS AND DRUGS IS THAT PEOPLE WHO WOULDN'T ORDINARILY USE THEM OR NEED THEM, START TO FEEL LIKE THEY SHOULD BE USING THEM. AND, AND MAYBE TO SOME EXTENT PHYSICIANS ARE ALSO PROMPTED TO PRESCRIBE DRUGS THAT, THAT AREN'T NECESSARY. 
Alan: WHERE PEOPLE THAT GO THROUGH DISTURBING LIFE EVENTS AND TRAUMAS AND THAT KIND OF THING, GO TO THEIR DOCTOR, THERE ARE A COUPLE OF THINGS THAT THE PHYSICIAN COULD RECOMMEND INCLUDING NON-DRUG TREATMENTS SUCH AS TALK THERAPY AND COGNITIVE BEHAVIOURAL THERAPY AND THAT KIND OF THING, THOUGH THAT'S MORE COMPLICATED, OUR SYSTEM DOESN'T SEEM VERY WELL SET UP TO STEER PEOPLE IN THAT DIRECTION. PEOPLE END UP GETTING PUT ON DRUGS OFTEN NOT KNOWING THAT, YOU KNOW, WITH THOSE DRUGS COME EFFECTS, BUT ALSO SIDE EFFECTS AND COST. 

♪ 
Karl: THERE IS A CERTAIN DESIRE ON THE PART OF THE CONSUMER TO HAVE A PILL, A QUICK FIX FOR A PROBLEM, AND UNFORTUNATELY, FROM A MEDICAL POINT OF VIEW, THAT'S INAPPROPRIATE AND I THINK THAT WE ALL GET A LITTLE BIT SEDUCED BY THE IDEA OF, "BOY, IF I COULD JUST POP THIS ONE PILL, EVERYTHING WILL BE FINE." 
Alan: I THINK REALLY AT THE HEART OF IT IS THAT PEOPLE TRUST THEIR DOCTORS AND THEY DEVELOP A RELATIONSHIP WITH THE DOCTOR AND THEY BELIEVE THAT THE ADVICE THAT THEY GET IS THE TRUTH. AND I'M NOT SAYING IT'S NOT THE TRUTH, BUT THERE ARE-- THERE ARE A LOT MORE TOOLS OUT THERE TO TREAT DISEASE THAN JUST DRUGS. 

♪ 
[ Caption:  MIRIAM SHUCHMAN - THE DRUG TRIAL ]

Miriam: I WOULD ARGUE THAT THE POWER OF THE DRUG COMPANIES IS DUE TO THE POWER OF DRUGS. IT DOESN'T MEAN THAT THEY SHOULDN'T BE EARNING THE PROFITS THEY ARE EARNING AND MAKING THESE DRUGS, SO THAT MUCH OF THE WORLD-- MANY PEOPLE WHO NEED THEM CAN'T AFFORD THEM. AND THERE ARE MANY THINGS THAT YOU CAN SAY THAT ARE WRONG WITH THE WAY THE PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY WORKS, BUT I DON'T THINK YOU HAVE TO LOOK BEYOND HOW POWERFUL DRUGS ARE IN OUR LIVES AND WHAT A DIFFERENCE THEY CAN MAKE IN TERMS OF KEEPING US HEALTHY AND KEEPING US ALIVE. 
Karl: PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES TRY TO CREATE MARKETS OR EXPAND MARKETS THAT ALREADY EXIST, AND IT'S IN THEIR BEST INTEREST THAT PATIENTS AND DOCTORS ARE AWARE OF NOT ONLY THEIR PRODUCTS, BUT THE KINDS OF CONDITIONS THAT THOSE PRODUCTS CAN ADDRESS. 

(Upbeat instrumental music) 
Karl: I THINK A GOOD EXAMPLE IS ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION. IT'S A CONDITION THAT HAS EXISTED FOR A VERY LONG TIME. IT'S NOTHING NEW, BUT THE TERM ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION BECAME A BUZZWORD IN OUR POPULAR CULTURE THANKS IN NO SMALL PART TO THE EFFORTS OF THESE PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES THAT GOT OUT THERE, GOT IN FRONT OF THE ISSUE, GOT ADS OUT THERE, GOT PEOPLE TALKING ABOUT IT. THAT WAS TIED IN WITH THE DISCOVERY OF SOME VERY GOOD AND EFFECTIVE DRUGS ACTUALLY. 

♪ NOW THE SUNSHINE'S ON ITS WAY ♪ 

♪ IT'S TOO LATE TO SAY GOODNIGHT ♪ 
Alan: IT'S REALLY NOT ABOUT OVERALL HEALTH OF THE POPULATION. REALLY THERE ARE REWARDS AND THEIR WHOLE INCENTIVE STRUCTURE IS BUILT AROUND SELLING, AND SELLING A LOT. AND WHEN YOU HAVE A SYSTEM WHERE IT'S JUST SELLING THAT HAPPENS, WE SHOULDN'T BE SURPRISED THAT DRUGS ARE BEING OVER-PRESCRIBED AND OVERUSED. 

(Clattering) 
Miriam: I THINK THE INCENTIVES ARE OFF SOMEHOW, THEY ARE THE INCENTIVES THAT ARE OUT THERE INDUCE THE DRUG COMPANIES TO MAKE ONE MORE ANTIDEPRESSANT, ONE MORE DRUG ULCER DISEASE. YOU KNOW, DRUGS THAT WE DON'T REALLY NEED AND DON'T HAVE THE EFFECT THAT I WOULD LIKE TO SEE. GET THEM TO REALLY MAKE THE VACCINE WE NEED AGAINST AIDS. YOU KNOW, GET THEM TO REALLY MAKE THE DRUG THAT THE PATIENTS I WROTE ABOUT WITH THALASSEMIA NEED. SOMEHOW, THE SYSTEM ISN'T WORKING PROPERLY BECAUSE THERE ISN'T ENOUGH GOING ON TO GET US THE DRUGS WE NEED AND THERE'S A LOT GOING TO GET US ONE MORE DRUG THAT WE DON'T NECESSARILY NEED. 
Kim: TIME IS SLIP-SLIDING AWAY. THAT'S OUR SHOW. GO TO OUR WEBSITE... LET US KNOW WHAT YOU'RE READING. 'TIL NEXT TIME, I'M K.C.C. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 

[ CREDITS ]
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