The Word This Week

5-10

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, THE UNDERWATER WORLD OF DR. JOE MacINNIS. 
Joe: YOU COME AWAY HUMBLED BY THE EXPERIENCE AND YOU CARRY THAT BACK TO THE LAND. 
Kim: TEACHER MAN, FRANK McCOURT 
Frank: I HAD TO FIND OUT WAS THERE A THREAD TO MY TEACHING. 
Kim: AND FAREWELL TO A GREAT POET: IRVING LAYTON. 
Irving: YOU EITHER FIND THE PURPOSE IN LIVING OR YOU GIVE YOURSELF ONE. I'VE GIVEN MYSELF ONE; I WRITE POETRY. 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

♪ 
Anne: I ALWAYS WANTED TO WRITE THE BEST THING I COULD POSSIBLY WRITE. AND MY CONVERSION CHANGED MY BELIEF AS TO WHAT THAT WAS. 
[ Caption:  Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: THAT'S ANNE RICE COMMENTING ON HER RE-CONVERSION TOWARDS CHRISTIANITY AND HER DRAMATIC 180-DEGREE LITERARY CHANGE IN DIRECTION. 
ANNE, OF COURSE, IS WELL KNOWN FOR WRITING THE VAMPIRE CHRONICLES. BUT HER LATEST BOOK IS ENTITLED CHRIST THE LORD: OUT OF EGYPT AND IT FOLLOWS THE 7-YEAR-OLD JESUS, AND IT'S WRITTEN IN THE FIRST PERSON. HERE'S ANNE RICE. 

(Middle Eastern instrumental music) 
Anne: I WAS IN CHURCH AND I WAS PRAYING AND I WAS TALKING TO THE LORD ABOUT MY WRITING, ABOUT WHAT I'M DOING WITH MY LIFE, AND I THOUGHT, "I'M GOING TO WRITE ONLY FOR YOU." AND I REALLY DIDN'T HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT THAT MEANT. 
THE CHALLENGE WAS TO TAKE THE JESUS I BELIEVED IN-- THE CLASSIC JESUS, THE SON OF THE VIRGIN MARY, THE SON OF GOD, THE DIVINE JESUS-- AND WRITE ABOUT HIM AND MAKE HIM REAL. 

[ Caption:  Anne Rice, Christ The Lord ]

[ Caption:  The Passion Of The Christ, courtesy of (unclear) Films ]

(Crowd shouting) 
Kim: RICE'S BOOK COMES AT A TIME WHEN CHRISTIANITY IS IN THE HEADLINES. THERE'S THE ONGOING BATTLE OF INTELLIGENT DESIGN VERSUS DARWINISM, WHETHER RELIGION HAS A PLACE IN POLITICS AND THE MOVEMENT, BY SOME, TO PUT CHRIST BACK IN CHRISTMAS. 
Anne: I KNEW I WAS PART OF SOMETHING GENERAL THAT WAS HAPPENING BECAUSE OF MEL GIBSON'S MOVIE THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST AND BECAUSE OF THE LEFT BEHIND SERIES AND BECAUSE OF NORMAN MAILER WRITING THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE SON-- LOTS OF LITTLE THINGS HAPPENING. 
BUT YOU DON'T KNOW THE EXTENT OF SOMETHING, I THINK, UNTIL YOU'RE RIGHT IN THE VERY MIDST OF IT THE WAY I AM NOW ANSWERING QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS BOOK AND RECEIVING LETTERS ABOUT IT. AND I'M AMAZED AT THE DEGREE TO WHICH PEOPLE WANT TO TALK ABOUT THEIR SPIRITUAL LIFE. 

(World beat techno music: Singing in other language) 

♪ 
Woman: I JUST THINK ANNE RICE IS A FABULOUS WRITER AND SHE'S REALLY CREATIVE AND JUST AN INCREDIBLE RESEARCHER. I REALLY RESPECT HER. 
Man: I'M INTERESTED IN HER STYLE OF WRITING, NOT JUST HER CONTENT. SO SHE CAN CHANGE HER CONTENT ANYTIME. I'M STILL GOING TO READ. 
Man 2: EVERYBODY THINKS SHE'S JUST VAMPIRES. SHE ISN'T. 

(Dramatic instrumental music) 

(Screaming) 
Kim: ANNE IS THE AUTHOR OF OVER 26 BOOKS. HER VAMPIRE NOVELS ALONE HAVE SOLD OVER 75 MILLION COPIES. 
Anne: I ALWAYS THOUGHT I WAS WRITING SPIRITUAL BOOKS. MY COMMITMENT TO THE VAMPIRE CHRONICLES, TO THE MAYFAIR WITCHES BOOKS, THEY WERE TO SPIRITUAL BOOKS. THEY WERE ABOUT PEOPLE SEARCHING AND THEY'RE VERY COMPLEX BOOKS. THERE'S A GREAT DEAL OF PONDERING IN THOSE BOOKS TO DO WITH HOW WE MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE. 
SO I NEVER THOUGHT THAT, UH, I WASN'T WRITING SPIRITUAL FICTION. BUT AFTER MY CONVERSION, UH, FOR A WHILE THERE, IT WAS AN UNCOMFORTABLE FIT. I WAS STILL WRITING THE SAME KIND OF FICTION, BUT I WASN'T LOST ANYMORE. 
Lestat: I'VE COME TO ANSWER YOUR PRAYERS. LIFE HAS NO MEANING ANYMORE, DOES IT? 
Anne: I FOUND THE TRANSCENDENCE THAT WE WERE ALL LOOKING FOR WITH THE OTHER BOOKS BECAUSE I DO BELIEVE A LOT OF MY READERS ARE LOOKING FOR THAT TRANSCENDENCE. THE GOTH KIDS WHO DRESS SO BEAUTIFULLY, THEY'RE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL AND INEFFABLE THAT'LL SAVE THEM. THEY'RE NOT HAPPY WITH MATERIALISM. THEY'RE NOT HAPPY WITH THE STERILITY OF AMERICAN LIFE IN MANY INSTANCES. 
THEY'RE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING THAT, AT ITS VERY LEAST, IS CALLED ROMANCE. AND AT ITS VERY HIGHEST, IT'S CALLED SALVATION. THEY'RE LOOKING FOR THAT, AND I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THIS BOOK IS PART OF THE JOURNEY. THIS BOOK GREW OUT OF THE JOURNEY. GIVE IT A CHANCE. 
Kim: WELL, FROM THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE HEAVENS TO THAT OF MOTHER EARTH. DR. JOSEPH MacINNIS IS IN ALL SENSE AN EXPLORER. HE'S ONE OF THE FIRST PEOPLE TO DIVE THE NORTH POLE. HE HELPED JAMES CAMERON DO THE DEEP-SEA EXPEDITION TO DISCOVER THE TITANIC. 
HIS LATEST BOOK IS ENTITLED BREATHING UNDERWATER, AND JOE MacINNIS IS A PERFECT EXAMPLE OF HOW CURIOSITY LEADS TO UNDERSTANDING. 

(New age instrumental music) 

♪ 

♪ 
[ Caption:  Dr. Joe MacInnis, Breathing Underwater ]

Joe: SIMULTANEOUSLY, WE STEPPED OFF THE EDGE OF THE PLANET AND WE WENT TO THE MOON AND, AT THE SAME TIME, WE WENT DEEP INTO THE OCEAN. AND THESE SIMULTANEOUS JOURNEYS CHANGED FOREVER OUR PERCEPTIONS ABOUT THE SURFACE OF THE MOON AND THE SURFACE OF THE OTHER PLANETS. AND, ALSO, THEY ALTERED FOREVER HOW WE THINK ABOUT THE DEEP OCEAN AND THE LIFE THAT THRIVES THERE. 
SO THIS HAS BEEN A PIVOTAL PERIOD IN THE HUMAN STORY, AND, OF COURSE, THAT'S WHAT THE BOOK IS ALL ABOUT. BREATHING UNDERWATER IS THE STORY OF THE QUEST TO LIVE IN THE SEA AND THE MEN AND THE TECHNOLOGIES THAT WERE DEVELOPED TO ALLOW US TO LIVE IN THE OCEAN FOR DAYS, EVEN WEEKS, AT A TIME. 

(Funky instrumental music: Scratch sample) 

♪ 
Joe: THERE'S A HUGE LIST OF BENEFITS THAT THE OCEAN HAS GIVEN US FROM THE FOOD THAT ARRIVES ON OUR TABLE EVERY DAY TO, UH, MOST OF THE WORLD'S WEATHER. IT COMES OUT OF THE OCEAN. 
SO OUR UNDERSTANDING IN A KIND OF MOLECULAR SENSE, NOT JUST ABSTRACTIONS FROM SATELLITE VIEWS OR GOING TO THE SEASHORE, BUT ACTUALLY GOING INSIDE THE OCEAN AND TRYING TO UNDERSTAND ITS DYNAMICS, I THINK THAT'S REALLY, REALLY IMPORTANT. 

(Funky synth music) 

♪ 
Joe: YOU CANNOT BREATHE. IT'S SO DARK THAT YOU CAN'T SEE. IT'S COLD, CRUSHINGLY COLD, AND THE PRESSURE WILL KILL YOU WITHIN SECONDS. SO YOU COME AWAY HUMBLED BY THE EXPERIENCE AND YOU CARRY THAT BACK TO THE LAND. 
AND THAT'S WITH YOU ALL THE TIME IN TERMS OF THE MIRACLE OF LIFE, RECOGNIZING THAT WE ARE VERY, VERY FRAIL IN OUR SOFT, PINK SKINS AS WE WANDER AROUND THE SURFACE OF THIS PLANET. AND NOWHERE IS THAT MADE CLEARER THAN WHEN YOU'RE TWO MILES UNDER THE SURFACE OF THE OCEAN 
Kim: FRANK McCOURT BECAME AN UNLIKELY STAR AT THE AGE OF 66. THAT'S WHEN HE PUBLISHED HIS FIRST NOVEL, ANGELA'S ASHES, A MEMOIR OF HIS CHILDHOOD IN IRELAND. THAT WAS FOLLOWED UP BY 'TIS, HIS EARLY YEARS IN NEW YORK CITY. 
HE COMPLETES THE LIFE CYCLE WITH TEACHER MAN, THE STORY OF BEING A HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER IN THE BIG APPLE. HAD A CHANCE TO SPEAK TO FRANK McCOURT JUST BEFORE HE TOOK THE STAGE AT CONVOCATION HALL IN TORONTO. 

(Applause) 
[ Caption:  Frank McCourt, Teacher Man ]

Frank: THIS TIME I'M NOT WRITING A BOOK AT THIS MOMENT. WHEN I WROTE ANGELA'S ASHES, I'D ALREADY STARTED WRITING 'TIS AND WHEN I WAS TOURING FOR 'TIS, I'D ALREADY STARTED WRITING FOR TEACHER MAN. 
BUT I'M NOT NOW AND I'M MORE AWARE OF WHAT'S GOING ON... BECAUSE I WENT THROUGH THE LAST NINE OR 10 YEARS IN A FOG 'CAUSE I WASN'T USED TO ALL OF THIS STUFF. I WAS A TEACHER FOR 30 YEARS. AND THEN I LAY LOW FOR A WHILE AND I WAS WRITING AND THEN SHOVED INTO THIS. 
[ Caption:  Angela's Ashes, courtesy of Paramount Pictures ]

Kim: WHAT FRANK'S REFERRING TO IS THE MEDIA FRENZY THAT SURROUNDED THE NOVEL ANGELA'S ASHES. IN 1997, THE BOOK WON THE PULITZER PRIZE FOR LITERATURE AND WAS THEN TURNED INTO A MOVIE, MAKING FRANK McCOURT A STAR ON THE LITERARY SCENE. 

(Emotive instrumental music) 
Woman: WHAT DO YOU WANT MOST IN THE WORLD? 
Man: TO GO TO AMERICA. 
Kim: AND FOR TEACHER MAN, AS A WHOLE, ARE YOU GLAD TO SORT OF EXORCISE ALL THESE MEMORIES, GET IT OUT? 
Frank: OH, YEAH. I'M GLAD. THAT BOOK GAVE ME A LOT OF TROUBLE. 
Kim: THAT'S WHAT I THOUGHT. 
Frank: UH, THE FIRST TWO WEREN'T EASY. WHAT'S EASY? BUT I WAS GLAD TO GET IT OUT OF MY SYSTEM. I TOILED AWAY AT THAT. I STARTED AS A NOVEL. 
Kim: WAS IT PURGATORY? 
Kim: IT WAS PURGATORY FOR A LONG, LONG TIME AND IT CONTINUED TO THE END BECAUSE YOU NEVER KNOW THAT YOU HAVE GOOD DAYS AND YOU HAVE PURGATORIAL DAYS. THERE ARE DAYS WHEN YOU WONDER-- YOU WANT TO STICK A PIN THROUGH YOUR EYE RIGHT INTO YOUR BRAIN AND WONDER WHY, WHAT HAS-- MY FAVOURITE LINE FOR DAYS LIKE THAT WERE FROM HAMLET, "WHY, WHAT AN ASS AM I?" (Laughs) 
I STARTED IT 14 TIMES, I THINK, AND THREW AWAY 14 VERSIONS. NOW IT'S GONE. IT'S GONE, AND I'M GLAD. I'M BEGINNING TO LIKE IT. (Laughs) I DIDN'T LIKE THAT BOOK AT ALL. GET OUT OF HERE. 

(Percussive instrumental music) 

♪ 
Frank: IT WAS 30 YEARS WITH OVER 12,000 BOYS AND GIRLS IN MY CLASS. AND, NOW, HOW DO YOU PICK AND CHOOSE AMONG THEM? AND I HAD TO FIND OUT WAS THERE A THREAD TO MY TEACHING. IT'S A JOURNEY, ANYWAY. YOU KNOW, THAT'S THE OLD LEGEND. IT WAS A JOURNEY. AND, UH, THE JOURNEY WAS, IN A WAY-- AS SOMEBODY POINTED OUT TO ME THE OTHER NIGHT, "YOU WERE DISCOVERING YOURSELF. YOU WERE BECOMING A MAN." AND THAT'S WHAT IT WAS. 
I WAS DISCOVERING MYSELF. BECAUSE WHEN I STARTED TEACHING, I WAS SO SELF-EFFACING AND A BIT TENTATIVE ABOUT EVERYTHING. BUT THE LONGER I STAYED IN THE CLASSROOM, UH, THE MORE I KNEW ABOUT MYSELF. THE KIDS HELPED ME DISCOVER MYSELF. THAT'S THE THING. 
Kim: COMING UP, BROTHERS SPEAK. 
Ainsley: SO I WROTE THIS POEM ABOUT THE WAR THAT'S GOING ON IN IRAQ. GOES LIKE THIS: THERE IS A McDONALD'S IN BAGHDAD. THANK YOU. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

[ Break ] 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

[ Caption:  Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK. IT SEEMS WE'RE LIVING IN AN ERA OF HYPOCRITICAL POLITICIANS, CORRUPT CORPORATE EXECUTIVES AND AGGRESSIVE TELEMARKETERS WHO ALWAYS SEEM TO CALL US AT SUPPERTIME. 
KING'S COLLEGE PROFESSOR LAURA PENNY WANTS TO KNOW THE TRUTH BEHIND ALL OF THIS. THE TRUTH, THAT IS, WITHOUT ALL THE B.S. SHE SUMS IT ALL UP IN THIS BOOK, YOUR CALL IS IMPORTANT TO US. 
(Jazzy instrumental music) 

♪ 
[ Caption:  Laura Penny, Your Call Is Important To Us ]

Laura: MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE, IT WAS JUST THE SHEER UBIQUITY OF BULLSHIT THAT MADE ME DECIDE TO WRITE THIS BOOK. I THOUGHT, ACTUALLY, THAT, YOU KNOW, I WAS KIND OF JUST A CRANK, THAT I JUST KIND OF HAD THIS KNEE-JERK RESPONSE TO PUBLIC DISCOURSE. 
BUT BY THE END OF THE BOOK, I REALIZED THAT, YOU KNOW, MY GENERAL CRANKINESS WAS, IN FACT, WELL FOUNDED IN A BODY OF FACTS AND STATISTICS THAT, YOU KNOW, BACKED UP MY BAD MOOD. 
THE ENRON SCANDAL AND THE WORLDCOM SCANDAL SHOW US THAT WE HAVE SOME SERIOUS CORPORATE GOVERNANCE ISSUES. OR, YOU KNOW, TO PICK A MORE HOME-GROWN EXAMPLE, LORD BLACK WHO'S NOW MISSING HIS CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP ALL OF A SUDDEN. 
Conrad: I DO MY JOB. WHERE'S THE THREAT? SHOW ME WHERE THE THREAT IS. 
Laura: OTHER THAN THAT, OBVIOUSLY, POLITICIANS, RIGHT. I MEAN, WE'RE GOING INTO ANOTHER ELECTION RIGHT NOW, SO THAT SHOULD BE A REAL CRAPFEST. 
Paul: YOU'VE GOT TO ASK WHY YOU WANT TO BE PRIME MINISTER. 
Laura: SHOPPING HAS BECOME, YOU KNOW, THIS INCREDIBLE PATRIOTIC THING, RIGHT. LIKE, I MEAN, AFTER 9/11, BOTH PRESIDENT BUSH AND RUDY GIULIANI SAID THAT THE BEST WAY ANYONE COULD HELP NEW YORK WAS, YOU KNOW, TO COME SEE A SHOW OR COME BUY SOME STUFF, YOU KNOW, JUST KEEP SHOPPING, KEEP THAT CONSUMER CONFIDENCE UP. 
IF YOU DON'T GO TO WAL-MART AND RACK UP YOUR CREDIT CARD, YOU KNOW, THE TERRORISTS HAVE ALREADY WON. ADMITTEDLY, THIS WHOLE SORT OF CALL TO CONSUME IS, YOU KNOW, IT'S A RELIEF EFFORT THAT'S CLOSER TO MOST PEOPLE'S SKILL SET THAN JOINING DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS, RIGHT. 
BUT AT THE SAME TIME, I MEAN, THERE'S THIS SORT OF ASSUMPTION THAT THE ONLY FREEDOM THAT REALLY COUNTS IS THE FREEDOM TO BUY, RIGHT. AND, YOU KNOW, CHOICE BETWEEN PARTICULAR PRODUCTS HAS KIND OF BECOME SYNONYMOUS WITH MORE SUBSTANTIVE, YOU KNOW, POLITICAL FREEDOMS. 

(Beeping) 

(Clattering) 
Laura: BUT NOW, I MEAN, WE WORK MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN THE INDUSTRIALIZED WORLD. WE SPEND LESS AND LESS TIME WITH OUR KIDS. YOU KNOW, WE TRY AND MAKE UP FOR THAT BY BUYING THEM CRAP, THE CYCLE THAT GOES ON AND ON, RIGHT, WHERE YOU'RE WORTH AS A HUMAN BEING ARE PRETTY MUCH ASSOCIATED WITH WHAT YOU OWN. 
I THINK THE KIND OF ORGY OF CHEAP CREDIT THAT WE'VE HAD OVER THE PAST COUPLE OF YEARS IS GOING TO HAVE SERIOUS ECONOMIC REPERCUSSIONS. 
BUT, YOU KNOW, IT'S NOT EVEN TO MENTION, LIKE, THE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF BABY BOOMERS WHO REFUSE TO DIE-- OR AGE FOR THAT MATTER-- UH, THAT, YOU KNOW, MY GENERATION IS GOING TO HAVE TO, WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO PROVIDE THEM SOMETHING A LITTLE BETTER THAN DOG FOOD AND CARDBOARD BOXES, RIGHT. I'M NOT QUITE SURE HOW WE'RE GOING TO DO THAT. 
Kim: MOST PEOPLE CRINGE WHEN YOU MENTION THE PHRASE "SPOKEN WORD," BUT TORONTO POET DWAYNE MORGAN HAS MANAGED TO CHANGE HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE'S MINDS OVER THE LAST SEVEN YEARS. HIS LATEST CONCERT, BROTHERS SPEAK, ATTRACTED OVER 400 FANS, MAKING IT THE LARGEST EVENT OF ITS KIND IN NORTH AMERICA. 

(Upbeat reggae music) 

(Crowd din) 
Brother Earl: WORK LIKE THERE'S NO TOMORROW. SPREAD LOVE ON PAIN AND SORROW. I HAVE TO WRITE. TORONTO, DO YOU HEAR ME? 

(Audience cheers and applause) 
[ Caption:  Brother Earl, Poet ]

Brother Earl: SPOKEN WORD IS THE CORNERSTONE OF ANCIENT ORAL CIVILIZATION. 
[ Caption:  Dwayne Morgan, Event Organizer/Poet ]

Dwayne: THE BLACK COMMUNITY DRAWING FROM OUR EXPERIENCES. A LOT OF OUR HISTORY IS PASSED ON THROUGH ART, THROUGH STORYTELLING. 
Brother Earl: YOU MAY NOT AGREE WITH EVERYTHING THAT I HAVE TO SAY, BUT I WILL FORCE CRITICAL ANALYSIS. 
[ Caption:  John Akpata, Poet ]

John: MY DAD'S NIGERIAN. MY MOM'S GUYANESE. SO-- (Laughs) I HAVE STORIES TO TELL. WE MUST EDUCATE OUR CHILDREN FROM THE DAY THEY IS BORN 'BOUT THE SHIPS, THE CHAINS, THE LOCKS, THE WHIPS AND WHAT IS JIM CROW AND THE TRUE MEANING OF HIP HOP. 
Dwayne: THE ROOT OF HIP HOP, AT THE END OF THE DAY, IS SPOKEN WORD, IS POETRY, AND THAT'S THE FOUNDATION OF IT. ONE OF THE THINGS IS THAT WHEN YOU START TO, UH, PUT MONEY INTO ART, THEN IT OFTEN CHANGES, UH, THE ART. 

[ Caption:  P.I.M.P., 50 Cent, courtesy of Shady/Aftermath/ Interscope Records ]

[ Caption:  Pimp Juice, Nelly, courtesy of Universal Records ]

♪ SHE DANCING FOR DOLLARS ♪ 

♪ SHE'S GOT A THING FOR THAT GUCCI, THAT FENDI, THAT PRADA ♪ 

♪ IT COULD BE MONEY, FAME OR STRAIGHT INTELLECT ♪ 

♪ IT DON'T MATTER ♪ 
Brother Earl: IN THE EARLY DAYS OF HIP HOP, WE WERE TOLD TO FIGHT THE POWER AND WARNED THAT WE WERE MOVING TOWARDS SELF-DESTRUCTION. AND NOW WE'VE ARRIVED AT THAT TIME WHERE PEOPLE LEAVE THEIR HOMES-- SOMETIMES FOR THE LAST TIME-- TO JOIN LINES, WAITING TO GET INSIDE, HOPING THAT THIS IS NOT THE NIGHT THAT THEY DIE, THEIR FINAL MARK ON THE WORLD BEING A CHALK OUTLINE SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF MURDER MUSIC. 
[ Caption:  Ainsley Burrows, Poet ]

Ainsley: HIP HOP'S WEAK. (Laughs) NO, SPOKEN WORD, LIKE, SPOKEN WORD IS ALL SOUL. I WROTE THIS POEM ABOUT THE WAR THAT'S GOING ON IN IRAQ. GOES LIKE THIS: THERE IS A McDONALD'S IN BAGHDAD. THANK YOU. 

(Laughter) 

(Applause) 
Ainsley: YOU HAVE TO BE REAL WITH YOURSELF BECAUSE YOU'RE GOING EVERY DAY IN FRONT OF AN AUDIENCE BY YOURSELF WITH NO MUSIC, NOTHING, JUST YOU. 
THIS RESISTANCE AMONG THE DARK BOYS WITH YOUR SCRAWNY ARMS AND YOUR SAGGING PANTS, SCARLET EYES SQUEEZED TIGHT BY CANNABIS. 
John: A REAL HIP HOP MC IS SOMEONE THAT'S BORN IN A HIP HOP CULTURE AND HAS BEEN A WRITER AND AN MC AND A POET AND A BATTLE MC THEIR WHOLE LIFE, AND THERE IS A WHOLE CULTURE ASSOCIATED WITH HIP HOP. AND I'M A CHILD OF ROCK & ROLL, MAN. LIKE, MY MOM LISTENED TO THE BEATLES, AND I WAS RAISED ON JIMI HENDRIX AND SANTANA. 
BOREDOM AND APATHY ARE THE COROLLARY TO A GENERATION OF CHILDREN THAT HAS BEEN RAISED LATCHKEY WHERE THEIR PARENTS ARE THE INTERNET, THE MICROWAVE, PORNOGRAPHY AND THE TV. 
Ainsley: THE WHOLE THING IS ALL CONNECTED. EVERY TIME IT COMES UP A NEXT GENERATION, THE GENERATION AFTERWARDS THINK OF A DIFFERENT WAY TO REINTRODUCE THE SAME IDEAS AND SAME THOUGHTS. 
THAT HENNESSEY DREAMING BENEATH HIS TONGUE NEXT TO THE RAZOR, NEXT TO THE HISTORY OF ANCESTORS PLANTED BELOW WALL STREET, NEXT TO THE MEMORIES OF A FATHER HE'S NEVER SEEN. AND HE WANTS TO GO PLACES. HE REALLY, REALLY (Bleep) WANTS TO GO PLACES. 
Kim: UP NEXT, THE GRAPHIC NOVEL. 
Seth: IT'S SO OBVIOUS, YET SO LONG DELEGATED TO THE BOTTOM OF THE HEAP. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

[ Break ] 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

[ Caption:  Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK. EDDIE CAMPBELL, A WELL-KNOWN CARTOONIST AND COMIC BOOK ILLUSTRATOR, ONCE STATED THAT "THE GOAL OF THE GRAPHIC NOVEL WAS TO TAKE THE FORM OF THE COMIC BOOK, WHICH HAS BECOME AN EMBARRASSMENT, AND RAISE IT TO A MORE AMBITIOUS AND MEANINGFUL LEVEL." 
WELL, AT THE RECENT TORONTO INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF AUTHORS, THERE WAS A SPOTLIGHT ON THIS HYBRID GENRE, THE GRAPHIC NOVEL. HERE'S A LOOK. 

(Jazzy instrumental music) 
[ Caption:  Geoffrey E. Taylor, Artistic Director, IFOA ]

Geoffrey: WE'RE IN THE YORK QUAY GALLERY OF HARBOURFRONT CENTRE. AND THIS YEAR, AS PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF AUTHORS, WE HAVE AN EXHIBITION CALLED "IMAGED TEXT," WHICH IS LOOKING AT THE WORLD OF COMICS AND GRAPHIC NOVELS. 
THE WALL BEHIND ME IS, IN SOME RESPECTS, THE MAIN FOCUS 'CAUSE ALL THE BOOKS AVAILABLE ON THE WALL BEHIND ME YOU COULD CURRENTLY PURCHASE. THEY ARE CONTEMPORARY, AVAILABLE, AND IT ISN'T EVEN ALL OF THEM. IT'S JUST THIS THIN SLICE OF CURRENTLY WHAT YOU COULD GO GET. 
THE REST OF THE EXHIBITION IS TRYING TO PUT IT SORT OF INTO HISTORICAL CONTEXT. WE'RE SHOWING HOW IT'S AFFECTED VIDEOGAMES, MOVIES, ALL KINDS OF SECONDARY INDUSTRIES. IT'S NOT JUST COMICS. IT'S A PART OF OUR CULTURE AND IT'S HERE. 
[ Caption:  Seth, Wimbledon Green ]

Seth: IN THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS, I FELT A STRONG STEP FORWARD, THAT CARTOONISTS WERE MOVING OUT OF THEIR GHETTO. 
Woman: WAY TO GO, SUPERMAN! 

[ Caption:  Superman, courtesy of Warner Bros. ]

(Booming adventure music) 

♪ 

♪ 
Superman: THERE YOU GO. 
Seth: THE STRENGTHS OF COMICS HAVE TRADITIONALLY BEEN IN THE LONG UNDERWEAR AREA. I THINK THAT'S BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT YOU HAD A CHEAP MEDIUM THAT ALLOWED YOU TO PURSUE GRAND FANTASY VISIONS. IT JUST TOOK PAPER AND A GUY WITH A PEN. 
UM, SO I THINK THAT THE WHOLE ELEMENT OF THE SMALL STORY OR THE REAL STORY OF PEOPLE IN THEIR REGULAR LIFE OR, UH, HISTORICAL DRAMAS OR ANY OF THESE SORT OF THINGS WERE NEVER REALLY EXPLORED VERY DEEPLY. IT'S ONLY BEEN IN THE LAST 20 YEARS THAT THIS HAS BEEN EXPLORED. 
[ Caption:  Charles Burns, Black Hole ]

Charles: IT'S LIKE READING, BUT IT'S, UH-- I MEAN, IT'S LIKE READING PROSE-- BUT IT'S, UH, IT'S UNIQUE WITH, YOU KNOW, THE FACT THAT IT'S WORDS AND PICTURES PUT TOGETHER. IT'S NOT LIKE GOING TO A MOVIE. IT'S A VERY UNIQUE FEELING OF HOW YOU ACTUALLY READ THE STORY. YOU'RE LOOKING AT PAGES THAT ARE FACING EACH OTHER, AND YOUR EYE'S BOUNCING BACK AND FORTH. 
YOU HAVE TO ANTICIPATE THAT YOU'RE LOOKING AHEAD AND LOOKING BEHIND, AND YOU CAN KIND OF REWIND THE STORY. IF YOU'RE CONFUSED ABOUT WHAT SOME CHARACTER SAID, UH, YOU CAN FLIP BACK VERY EASILY. FOR ME, IT MAKES A VERY SATISFYING, LONG STORY THAT YOU CAN SPEND DAYS WITH. 
Seth: WHEN YOU THINK OF, LIKE, THE VARIETY OF, UH, METHODS OF TELLING A STORY, THE SIMPLEST WAY IS TO TELL A STORY WITH WORDS AND PICTURES COMBINED. AND IT'S SO OBVIOUS, YET SO LONG DELEGATED TO THE BOTTOM OF THE HEAP THAT FOR ARTISTS TO COME TO IT NOW AND TRY AND PRODUCE SERIOUS WORKS, UM, WITH THE SAME INTENT AS ANY OTHER ARTIST OR WRITER, IT HAS A FRESHNESS TO IT AS A NEW MEDIA. 
Charles: MY NEW BOOK, BLACK HOLE, JUST GOT PUBLISHED, UH, BY PANTHEON BOOKS, AND IT'S A STORY ABOUT THE TEEN PLAGUE, AND IT AFFECTS THEM IN DIFFERENT WAYS. UH, SOME CAN HIDE THEIR DEFORMITIES OR THEIR PROBLEMS, I GUESS, AND OTHERS HAVE, UH, VERY KIND OF, TURN INTO KIND OF GROTESQUE MONSTERS. IT'S A STORY ABOUT ADOLESCENCE AND, TO ME, ADOLESCENCE WAS HORRIFIC. 
Seth: I'VE ALWAYS FOUND THE SORT OF, UM, POORLY-ADJUSTED SOCIAL REJECT AS A VERY CHARMING CHARACTER, AND THE COMIC WORLD, TRADITIONALLY, IS FILLED WITH THESE SORT OF PEOPLE. THESE GUYS, BECAUSE OF THEIR SORT OF OBSESSIVE INTERESTS AND THEIR LACK OF POLISH, UM, THERE IS SOMETHING VERY ENDEARING ABOUT THE IDEA OF THE NERD. AND I THINK THIS IS SOMETHING OUR CULTURE'S KIND OF PICKED UP ON IN THE LAST 10 YEARS. 

(Jazzy instrumental music) 

♪ 
[ Caption:  www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: ONE OF CANADA'S GREATEST POETS, IRVING LAYTON, DIED IN MONTREAL RECENTLY. HE WAS 93. I LEAVE YOU WITH A TRIBUTE TO THIS MAN WHO AFFECTED A WHOLE GENERATION WITH HIS POETIC VISION. TILL NEXT TIME, I'M K.C.C. 

(Lyrical orchestral music) 

♪ 
Irving: YOU EITHER FIND THE PURPOSE IN LIVING OR YOU GIVE YOURSELF ONE. I'VE GIVEN MYSELF ONE; I WRITE POETRY. 

♪ 

Irving: (Reading) "STATIONED AT PLACE D'ARMES OR THE CIVIC SQUARE, I HAVE SWEAT THE SAME." 

♪ 
[ Caption:  Phillip Marchand, Toronto Star ]

Phillip: HE HAS, WITHOUT ANY DOUBT, A VERY IMPORTANT PART IN THE HISTORY OF CANADIAN LITERATURE. I MEAN, HE WAS A TREMENDOUS FORCE IN POETRY AT A TIME WHEN WE NEEDED A VOICE LIKE HIS, IN SOME RESPECTS, A VERY STRONG, INDIVIDUAL, UNIQUE, FORCEFUL VOICE. 
Irving: (Reading) "HERE IS MAN'S TRUE TEMPLE, COOL GLOOM, SINCERE WORSHIPPERS. BEFORE THEM, THE TAPERS OF BEER LIKE LIGHTS LIT ON MANY ALTARS." 
[ Caption:  Barry Callaghan, Writer ]

Barry: I FELT TERRIFICALLY CLOSE TO IRVING. I LOVED HIS SENSIBILITY IN THIS MILIEU. IT WAS A SENSIBILITY OF ENERGY AND RISK, RARE COMMODITIES. 

[ Caption:  Irving Layton's 85th Birthday, March 1997 ]

♪ HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ♪ 

(Applause) 
Man: ONE, TWO, THREE. 

(Blowing) 

(Cheering) 
[ Caption: Max Layton, Irving Layton's son ]

Max: MY FATHER TOUCHED A LOT OF PEOPLE DEEPLY. UH, ONE OF THE SPEAKERS TONIGHT TALKED ABOUT BEING HIS SPIRITUAL SON. 
Man: HOW ARE YOU? 
Irving: NICE TO SEE YOU. 
Man: NICE TO SEE YOU TOO. 

(Laughter) 
Max: AND I KNOW THAT THERE WERE MANY SPIRITUAL SONS OF MY FATHER. AND I'M IN THE STRANGE POSITION OF HAVING ACTUALLY BEEN HIS SON. 
[ Caption:  Moses Znaimer, Former Student ]

Moses: IRVING WAS A MAN OF ENORMOUS GLAMOUR, A MAN OF VOLUBLE OPINIONS, A MAN WHO HAD A HUGE IMPACT ON, UH, STUDENTS IN HIS VARIOUS CLASSES. 
Irving: ALL OF THESE STREETS ARE CROWDED WITH MEMORIES BECAUSE THIS IS WHERE I WOULD MEET PEOPLE, THIS IS WHERE I'D TALK TO PEOPLE, THIS IS WHERE I'D FIGHT WITH PEOPLE, ARGUE WITH PEOPLE. THIS WAS A VERY LIVELY PLACE FOR ME AND FOR OTHERS LIKE MYSELF. OH, COME HERE. 
Woman: HELLO, MR. LAYTON. 
Irving: HELLO, NICE TO SEE YOU. IF THERE'S ANY ONE THING THAT CAN OVERCOME THE FEELING OF INSIGNIFICANCE AND DESPAIR THAT COMES WITH THAT FEELING IS THE NOTION THAT YOU ARE A CREATIVE BEING, THAT YOU HAVE CONTRIBUTED SOMETHING TO THE POOL OF JOY AND DELIGHT THAT CREATIVITY IS ALL ABOUT. 

♪ 

Irving: (Reading) "GOODBYE, SON, I'M GROWING OLDER. I MUST INSTRUCT MYSELF TO LOVE YOU ALL WITH MODERATION. MAY YOU BE AS KIND TO THE NEXT POET WHO COMES THIS WAY AS YOU HAVE BEEN TO ME. WHEN YOU SEE HIM, GIVE HIM MY FELICITATIONS AND LOVE." 

[ Caption:  Irving Layton, 1912 - 2006 ]

[ Caption:  Credits ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 

♪ 

♪ 

(Closed captions created by Bravo!)   
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