The Word This Week

5-11

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 

Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, THE STORY OF VENGEANCE BEHIND THE MOVIE MUNICH. 
Steven: TO DEAL WITH THE WAR ON TERROR, YOU HAVE TO DEAL WITH THE WORLD AS IT IS. AND REAL PEOPLE EXIST ON BOTH SIDES OF THESE ISSUES. 

Kim: A FEAST FOR CROWS WITH GEORGE R.R. MARTIN. 

George: ONE OF THE THINGS WHERE I'M UNLIKE TOLKIEN IS MY CHARACTERS ARE... PAINTED MORE IN SHADES OF GRAY. 

Kim: AND THE ARTHURIAN LEGENDS OF JACK WHYTE. 

Jack: THIS STORY, AND ALL THE OTHER GREAT MYTHS, TELL THE STORIES ALWAYS OF ORDINARY PEOPLE LIVING IN EXTRAORDINARY TIMES FACING AMAZINGLY EXTRAORDINARY AND CATASTROPHIC CIRCUMSTANCES THAT THREATEN TO OVERWHELM THEM. 

♪ 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

[ Caption:  Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: HELLO THERE. AND WELCOME TO THE SHOW. I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. STEVEN SPIELBERG'S NEW MOVIE MUNICH, ABOUT THE 1972 MUNICH MASSACRE AND THE EVENTS FOLLOWING THAT, IS GENERATING A LOT OF BUZZ THESE DAYS. WHAT MOST PEOPLE DON'T REALIZE, THOUGH, IS THAT THE MOVIE'S BASED ON A 1984 BOOK, VENGEANCE, BY TORONTO WRITER GEORGE JONAS. NOW THE TRANSITION FROM BOOK TO SILVER SCREEN IS NEVER SMOOTH. IN THIS CASE, IT WAS NOT SMOOTH AT ALL. 

[ Caption:  Munich, courtesy of Universal Pictures ]

TV Newsman: AT THIS MOMENT, EIGHT OR NINE ATHLETES OF THE ISRAELI TEAM ARE BEING HELD PRISONER. 
(Audio montage: Newscasts) 

Reporter: THESE GUERRILLAS ARE A GROUP CALLED "BLACK SEPTEMBER." 
Reporter 2: MEMBERS HAVE AUTOMATIC WEAPONS ON THE HOSTAGES. 
Reporter 3: A DEAL HAS BEEN MADE. 
Reporter 4: THE ISRAELIS HAVE DISAPPEARED. 
Reporter 5: MASSIVE SECURITY FORCES-- 
Reporter 6: ENGAGED IN FRONT OF THE ARAB-- 
(Barking) 
(Man screams) 

[ Caption:  Barry Mendel, Co-Producer, Munich ]

Barry: I SPENT A YEAR READING THE VARIOUS ACCOUNTS OF THE STORY. AND EVENTUALLY THE FIFTH BOOK I READ WAS A BOOK CALLED VENGEANCE BY GEORGE JONAS. 

[ Caption:  George Jonas, Author, Vengeance ]

George: I CAME UPON THE STORY THROUGH A CHANCE ENCOUNTER IN THE LOBBY OF THE WINDSOR ARMS HOTEL. I WAS HAILED BY A PUBLISHER. HE ASKED ME IF I WANTED TO MEET WITH ANOTHER PUBLISHER AND HIMSELF AND A MAN WHO HAD AN INTERESTING STORY TO TELL. 

Man: WE WANT TO ASK YOU, WILL YOU UNDERTAKE A MISSION? YOU WILL HAVE TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY AND YOUR FAMILY. 

(Plaintive female vocals) 

Avner: I CAN'T LIVE WITH REFUSING THIS. 

Man: WE HAVE 11 PALESTINIAN NAMES. EACH HAD A HAND IN PLANNING MUNICH. YOU'RE GOING TO KILL THEM, ONE BY ONE. 

George: THE PUBLISHER GIVES ME A VERY BRIEF OUTLINE OF A STORY. I SPENT THE NEXT YEAR DEBRIEFING THE SOURCE AND CHECKING AS MUCH AS I COULD HIS STORY, BOTH FOR DETAIL AND FOR VERACITY. AND THEN I REPORTED BACK TO THE PUBLISHERS AND WE CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE WAS A BOOK IN IT INDEED. 

Man: WE DEPOSIT MONEY INTO A BOX THAT DOESN'T EXIST. 

Man 2: $200,000 FOR ONE NAME. 

Barry: IT SEEMED LIKE A VERY SCEPTICALLY DONE, WELL RESEARCHED BOOK. IT WAS GOING TO BE IMPOSSIBLE TO PROVE WHETHER OR NOT HE REALLY DID EVERYTHING HE SAID HE DID. BUT REGARDLESS, THIS WAS A STORY I WANTED TO TELL. 

Man: IT'S STRANGE TO THINK OF ONE'S SELF AS AN ASSASSIN. 

[ Caption:  Steven Spielberg, Director.Co-Producer, Munich ]

Steven: WE TURNED TO THE MOST CREDIBLE ACCOUNT WE COULD FIND AND, IN FACT, THE ONLY ACCOUNT THAT OFFERS AN EXTENSIVE HISTORY OF ISRAEL'S COVERT RESPONSE TO MUNICH, THAT LOOKS AT THE MECHANICS OF ASSASSINATION, WAS GEORGE JONAS' BOOK, WHICH HAS, BY THE WAY, BEEN IN PRINT SINCE 1984 AND IT'S NEVER BEEN DISCREDITED. 
IT'S BEEN ATTACKED BY VARIOUS PEOPLE, BY EX-MOSSAD AGENTS AND EVEN ONE OF THE BLACK SEPTEMBER TERRORISTS. BUT BEING ATTACKED ISN'T THE SAME AS BEING DISCREDITED. 

[ Caption:  Tony Kushner, Co-Screenwriter, Munich ]

Tony: ALL BOOKS ABOUT THIS SUBJECT, UNTIL SUCH TIME, IF IT EVER ARRIVES, AS THIS FULL-DISCLOSURE ON THE PART OF MOSSAD, IT'S ALL REPORTAGE. AND ALL HISTORY IS LIKE THIS, IN A WAY. SO WHENEVER YOU WRITE A FICTION BASED ON HISTORY, YOU'RE WRITING A FICTION IN A CERTAIN SENSE BASED ON A KIND OF FICTION OR A SEMI-FICTION. 

George: I, MYSELF, WAS SATISFIED AND SO WERE MY PUBLISHERS THAT THE SOURCE WAS TELLING US A STORY OF WHICH HE HAD FIRSTHAND KNOWLEDGE. 

(Hollow drone) 

(Resounding beats) 

Woman: EVERY CIVILIZATION FINDS IT NECESSARY TO NEGOTIATE THE COMPROMISES WITH ITS OWN VALUES. 

Steven: THIS MOVIE IS NOT AN ARGUMENT FOR NON-RESPONSE AND, ON THE CONTRARY, WHAT THIS MOVIE IS SHOWING IS THAT A RESPONSE THAT MAY BE THE RIGHT RESPONSE IS STILL ONE THAT CONFRONTS YOU WITH SOME VERY DIFFICULT ISSUES. 
AND WHEN WE HAVE TO RESPOND TO TERROR TODAY, WHAT'S RELEVANT IS THE NEED TO GO THROUGH A CAREFUL PROCESS, NOT TO PARALYSE OURSELVES, NOT TO PREVENT US FROM ACTING BUT TO TRY AND ENSURE THAT THE RESULTS THAT WE PRODUCE ARE THE ONES THAT WE REALLY INTEND. 

George: YOU CANNOT TEST THE UTILITY AND THE VALIDITY OF A SERIES OF ACTIONS BY WHAT IT SOLVES OR FAILS TO SOLVE. THE UTILITY AND THE MORALITY OF AN ACTION IS CONTAINED IN THE DISUTILITY AND IMMORALITY OF NOT TAKING THAT ACTION. 

Steven: TO DEAL WITH THE WAR ON TERROR, YOU HAVE TO DEAL WITH THE WORLD AS IT IS AND REAL PEOPLE EXIST ON BOTH SIDES OF THESE ISSUES. 

George: SPIELBERG SEEMS MORE CONCERNED IN MUNICH WITH A MORAL BURDEN OF RESISTING TERROR, OF WHAT HAPPENS TO YOU WHEN YOU RESIST IT. DO YOU BECOME TOO MUCH LIKE THE TERRORISTS AND SO FORTH AND SO ON? THE FOCAL POINT OF MY CONCERN IN VENGEANCE WOULD BE WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU DON'T RESIST TERROR. 

Kim: THIS DIFFERENCE IN PHILOSOPHY BETWEEN MR. JONAS AND MR. SPIELBERG IS CLEARLY OUTLINED IN A RECENT MACLEANS ARTICLE WHERE MR. JONAS OPENLY CRITIQUES HOLLYWOOD'S INTERPRETATION OF HIS BOOK'S INTENT. 

George: SOME PEOPLE HAVE SAID TO ME, "OH, YOU'LL NEVER LUNCH IN THAT TOWN AGAIN IF YOU GO TO DENIGRATE OR NOTE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOUR BOOK AND THE MOVIE MADE OF IT." WELL, MY REPLY IS THAT I HAVEN'T MUCH LUNCHED IN THAT TOWN BEFORE ANYWAY. 

(Phone rings) 

Girl: HELLO? 

George: THE QUALITY OF A FILM IS NOT DETERMINED BY HOW FAITHFUL IT IS TO THE BOOK ON WHICH IT IS BASED. IT EXISTS ON ITS OWN. 

Man: WE'RE SUPPOSED TO BE RIGHTEOUS. I LOSE THAT, THAT'S MY SOUL. 

George: PEOPLE HAVE TO MAKE UP THEIR OWN MINDS ON QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED AND THE ANSWERS TO BE GIVEN. AND THE BEST WAY TO DO THAT IS TO GO SEE THE MOVIE AND READ THE BOOK, IN WHICHEVER ORDER. 

Kim: KAREN BLISS IS A WELL-KNOWN MUSIC JOURNALIST IN TORONTO BUT HER LATEST PROJECT IS A CHILDREN'S BOOK, THE GIRL WITH PINHEAD PARENTS. AND KAREN ENLISTED THE HELP OF BONNIE FEDRAU, A FORMER MANAGER OF ARTISTS AND REPERTOIRE FOR MAJOR LABELS, TO DO THE ILLUSTRATIONS FOR THE BOOK. 
AND AT THE BOOK LAUNCH, IT WAS NO SURPRISE THAT MEMBERS OF THE MUSIC COMMUNITY CAME OUT TO SUPPORT KAREN AND BONNIE. 

(Upbeat techno music) 

♪ 

[ Caption:  Karen Bliss, The With Pinhead Parents ]

Karen: IT JUST CAME TO ME ON A FLIGHT TO AUSTRALIA, ACTUALLY, LIKE, YOU KNOW, HOW ABSURD IT IS TO JUDGE PEOPLE BASED ON WHAT THEY LOOK LIKE. SO I INVENTED SOME KIND OF COOL CHARACTERS THAT YOU WOULD NEVER IN A MILLIONS YEARS SAY, "NO, I DON'T WANT YOU PLAYING WITH THAT BOY WITH HOCKEY-STICK HANDS." 

♪ 

[ Caption:  Esthero, Musician ]

Esthero: I THINK IT'S REALLY GREAT. AND JUST FOR CHILDREN TO LEARN TO CELEBRATE OUR DIFFERENCES AND, YOU KNOW, I THINK IT'S REALLY AMAZING. I LOVE THE DRAWINGS TOO, THAT BONNIE DID. 

[ Caption:  Bonnie Fedrau, Illustrator ]

Bonnie: ABOUT FOUR OR FIVE YEARS AGO, I STARTED PAINTING JUST BY ACCIDENT AND, AND THEN I JUST STARTED-- WHEN I STOPPED DOING A&R, I STARTED TO PAINT ANIMATED ROCK & ROLL. AND THEN KAREN SAW SOME OF MY CARDS, THE GREETING CARDS THAT I HAD MADE, AND SHE ASKED ME IF I WOULD DO THE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
WHEN I READ THE STORY, THEY JUST SORT OF JUMPED RIGHT OUT OF THE PAGE. IT WAS SO MUCH FUN TO DRAW. 

[ Caption:  Jake Gold, Artist Manager ]

Jake: ANYTIME YOU CAN SEND A POSITIVE MESSAGE TO KIDS, ESPECIALLY ABOUT SOMETHING LIKE RACISM, I MEAN, IT'S A REALLY GREAT THING. 

♪ 

Boy: IT WAS REALLY GOOD BECAUSE IT TEACHES THE PARENTS THAT YOU SHOULDN'T JUDGE PEOPLE BY THEIR LOOKS. 

Girl: I LIKE THE TOPIC, I GUESS. 

Kim: WHAT IS THE TOPIC? 

Girl: ANTI-RACISM. 

♪ 

Kim: COMING UP, A FEAST FOR CROWS. 
George: FANTASY IS MORE STRONGLY FLAVOURED. WHATEVER IT IS, IT'S EXTREME. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

[ Break ] 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

[ Caption:  George R.R. Martin, A Feast For Crows ]

George: I THINK FANTASY IS PERHAPS THE OLDEST KIND OF STORYTELLING. IF YOU GO BACK AND YOU LOOK AT THE OLDEST STORIES THAT WE KNOW, YOU FIND THINGS LIKE THE ILIAD AND THE GILGAMESH EPIC FROM THE SUMERIANS AND THESE ARE FANTASY. 
THEY'RE STORIES OF GODS AND HEROES AND CURSES AND ALL OF THE THINGS THAT WE'RE STILL TALKING ABOUT IN FANTASY TODAY. 

[ Caption:  Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: TIME MAGAZINE CALLED FANTASY WRITER GEORGE R.R. MARTIN AN AMERICAN TOLKIEN. AND HIS SERIES A SONG OF ICE AND FIRE A NATURAL SUCCESSOR TO LORD OF THE RINGS. THE LATEST INSTALMENT IN THE ONGOING SAGA IS A FEAST FOR CROWS. 
♪ 

George: FANTASY IS MORE STRONGLY FLAVOURED. THE FOOD TASTES BETTER THAN-- OR IT TASTES WORSE, YOU KNOW. BUT WHATEVER IT IS, IT'S EXTREME. YOU KNOW, THE COLOURS ARE BRIGHTER, THE HEROES ARE BIGGER, THE VILLAINS ARE DARKER. EVERYTHING IS HEIGHTENED. 

[ Caption:  The Lord Of The Rings, courtesy of New Line Cinema ]

Sam: TIE HIM UP AND LEAVE HIM. 

Gollum: NO! 

Frodo: DO YOU KNOW THE WAY TO MORDOR? 

George: TOLKIEN REDEFINED FANTASY. AND THE TYPE OF FANTASY THAT IS VERY POPULAR TODAY IS EPIC FANTASY, SOMETIMES CALLED HIGH FANTASY. AND REALLY TOLKIEN IS THE ONE WHO CREATED THAT GENRE. 
THERE'S A LOT OF WRITERS WHO'VE COME ALONG SINCE AND SOME OF THEM LIKE TOLKIEN AND SOME OF THEM DO NOT LIKE TOLKIEN BUT HE IS THE GREAT MOUNTAIN THAT LOOMS OVER THEM ALL. WHETHER THEY'RE IN FAVOUR OF TOLKIEN OR NOT IN FAVOUR OF TOLKIEN, HIS WORK DOES INFLUENCE THEM IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, EVEN IF THEY'RE REACTING AGAINST THAT WORK, BECAUSE HE GAVE THE GENRE ITS SHAPE. 

(Epic instrumental music) 

(Hooves thundering) 

(Horse neighing) 

Man: WHAT BUSINESS DOES AN ELF, A MAN AND A DWARF HAVE IN RIDDER- MARK? SPEAK QUICKLY! 

George: I WAS ALSO A GREAT FAN OF HISTORICAL FICTION. AND ONE OF THE THINGS I WANTED TO DO WAS WRITE A FANTASY SERIES THAT HAD SOME OF THE FLAVOUR OF HISTORICAL FICTION, THAT HAD SOME OF THE GRITTINESS AND THE REALISM OF THE BEST HISTORICAL FICTION. SO THAT-- THOSE INFLUENCED ME ALMOST AS MUCH AS TOLKIEN DID. 

(Reverberating techno music) 
George: ONE OF THE THINGS WHERE I'M UNLIKE TOLKIEN IS MY CHARACTERS ARE PAINTED MORE IN SHADES OF GRAY. I MEAN, TOLKIEN WORKED PREDOMINANTLY IN BLACK AND WHITE. THEY'RE REALLY NO PUREBRED HEROES AND VILLAINS IN MY BOOKS, I THINK. 
EVEN THE CHARACTERS WHO YOU MIGHT IDENTIFY AS THE HEROES HAVE THEIR MOMENTS OF WEAKNESS, HAVE THEIR CHARACTER FLAWS. AND THE ONES WHO ARE-- MIGHT BE CONSIDERED VILLAINOUS ARE NOT NECESSARILY. THEY'RE PERFECTLY JUSTIFIED FROM THEIR OWN POINT OF VIEW. I THINK SOMEONE SAID ONCE THAT THE VILLAIN IS THE HERO OF THE OTHER SIDE. 

Kim: THE SONG OF ICE AND FIRE SERIES HAS SPAWNED A BOARD GAME, A BOOK OF FANTASY ART AND COLLECTOR CARDS. HOW MANY PARTS ARE THERE TO THIS SERIES? DOES IT HAVE AN ENDING? 

George: WHEN I SOLD IT INITIALLY, IT WAS SUPPOSED TO BE A TRILOGY. BUT EVEN BY THE TIME I FINISHED THE FIRST BOOK, I KNEW I HAD TOO MUCH STORY AND TOO MANY CHARACTERS AND TOO GREAT A LEVEL OF COMPLEXITY TO FIT IT INTO THREE BOOKS. SO I'M NOW AIMING AT SEVEN-- 

Kim: HMM. 

George: --WHICH HAS A CERTAIN RESONANCE, YOU KNOW, SEVEN KINGDOMS, SEVEN GODS, SEVEN BOOKS. 

Kim: SEVEN PILLARS OF WISDOM? 

George: WELL, THAT'S NOT IN MY BOOK BUT, YES, SEVEN'S A NICE NUMBER. 

Kim: WELL, FROM GEORGE R.R. MARTIN AND TOLKIEN TO THE OTHER GREAT FANTASY WRITER C.S. LEWIS. MOST OF US GREW UP READING THE NARNIA CHRONICLES. AND GIVEN THE RECENT ADVANCEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY, IT'S NO SURPRISE THAT HOLLYWOOD HAS FINALLY GOT AROUND TO BRINGING THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE TO THE SILVER SCREEN. 

[ Caption:  The Chronicles of Narnia, courtesy of The Walt Disney Company ]

(Suspenseful music) 

(Bell tolling) 

(Wind howling) 

♪ 

(Creaking) 

(Dramatic orchestral crescendo) 

(Music intensifies) 

(Wind gusting) 

♪ 

Girl: IMPOSSIBLE. 

[ Caption:  Andrew Adamson, Director, The Chronicles of Narnia ]

Andrew: THESE BOOKS HAVE BEEN READ BY HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE OVER THREE OR FOUR GENERATIONS AND IT'S A HUGE RESPONSIBILITY TO BE MAKING A FILM THAT'S GOING TO LIVE UP TO THOSE PEOPLE'S EXPECTATIONS. 

Wolf: TAKE THEM. 

Mr. Beaver: THERE IS A PROPHECY THAT TWO SONS OF ADAM AND TWO DAUGHTERS OF EVE WILL APPEAR TO DEFEAT THE WHITE WITCH... 

(Dramatic music) 

(Roaring) 
Mr. Beaver: ...AND PUT AN END TO THIS 100-YEAR WINTER. 

Boy: I THINK YOU'VE MADE A MISTAKE. WE'RE NOT HEROES. 

Mr. Beaver: THERE'S NO MISTAKE. ASLAN IS ON THE MOVE. 

(Resounding bang) 

[ Caption:  Douglas Gretham, Co-Producer, Stepson of C.S. Lewis ]
Douglas: THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE, WHICH WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN 1950, WAS PROBABLY MY FAVOURITE BOOK IN ALL THE WORLD AT THAT TIME. AND I LEARNED TO READ QUITE EARLY AND WAS READING FOR MYSELF BY THE TIME THE REST OF THEM BEGAN TO BE PUBLISHED AND WERE PUBLISHED. AND I LOVED THEM, ABSOLUTELY ADORED THEM. STILL DO. 
JACK WROTE THE NARNIA CHRONICLES FOR MANY REASONS BUT, ONE-- AND ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ONES-- WAS THAT HE AND TOLKIEN THOUGHT THAT NO ONE OF THEIR ERA WAS ACTUALLY WRITING CHILDREN'S BOOKS THAT THEY WHEN THEY WERE CHILDREN WOULD HAVE WANTED TO READ, FOR ONE THING, AND, SECONDLY, CHILDREN'S BOOKS AS THEY OUGHT BE WRITTEN. SO THEY DECIDED TO DO IT THEMSELVES. 

Woman: IF IT'S A WAR OUR SON WANTS... 
(Eagle cries) 
Woman:...IT'S A WAR HE SHALL GET. 

(Growling) 

Andrew:THE C.S. LEWIS BOOKS, THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA, THEY ARE THE ORIGINS OF A LOT OF FANTASY. BETWEEN TOLKIEN AND C.S. LEWIS, THEY WERE SORT OF THE FOREFATHERS OF FANTASY. 

[ Caption:  Richard Taylor, Visual Concept Designer ]

Richard: C.S. LEWIS WAS A GOOD FRIEND OF TOLKIEN AND YOU CAN IMAGINE THEY DISCUSSED AT GREAT LENGTHS THE TWO WORLDS THAT THEY WERE EXPLORING. 

Andrew:THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE, IT TAKES US INTO REALMS THAT WE CAN ONLY IMAGINE. THE CHALLENGE AS A FILMMAKER IS TO LIVE UP TO AND EXCEED PEOPLE'S IMAGINATIONS AND REALLY TRANSPORT THEM TO ANOTHER TIME AND ANOTHER PLACE. 

Douglas:TODAY, WE FINALLY HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY TO DO THIS SERIES OF BOOKS JUSTICE. NOT ONLY ON THIS PARTICULAR PROJECT DO WE HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY, WE ALSO HAVE ONE OF THE WORLD'S LEADING MASTERS OF THE ART OF COMPUTER-GENERATED IMAGERY, FOR EXAMPLE, AS DIRECTOR IN ANDREW ADAMSON. 

Andrew: YOU COULDN'T HAVE MADE THIS FILM FIVE YEARS AGO. YOU COULDN'T HAVE DONE A COMPLETELY PHOTOREALISTIC LION FIVE YEARS AGO. YOU COULDN'T HAVE JOINED COMPLETELY PHOTO-REAL LEGS ONTO A HUMAN BODY FIVES YEARS AGO. I MEAN, THIS IS THE RIGHT TIME TO BE MAKING THE FILM. 
WHEN I GO TO A MOVIE, I WANT TO BE TAKEN TO A NEW PLACE AND EXPERIENCE NEW THINGS. AND I THINK FANTASY GIVES US THAT. I LOVED THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE AS A CHILD. SO WHEN THIS CAME TO ME, IT WAS KIND OF LIKE A GIFT AND THERE WAS NO WAY I COULD NOT DO IT. 

Kim: SOUTH AMERICAN FILMMAKER ALEJANDRO JODOROWSKY IS MOST PROBABLY BEST KNOWN FOR HIS CULT FILM EL TOPO, WHICH THE LATE JOHN LENNON CALLED A MASTERPIECE. BUT FOR THE LAST 25 YEARS, ALEJANDRO HAS BEEN DEVOTING HIS ENERGIES TO THE MEDIUM OF COMICS, TRYING TO BRING HIS SURREALISTIC VISION TO LIFE WITHOUT THE RESTRAINTS OF FILM STUDIOS. 

[ Caption:  Alejandro Jodorowsky, The Incal ]

Alejandro: INCAL I DID BECAUSE I DREAMED ABOUT DOING INCAL. WAS A DREAM. I START TO REALIZE.... I START TO REALIZE I WAS DREAMING. I SAY, "THIS IS A DREAM. IS THIS A DREAM? I NEED TO GO TO THE UNIVERSE." (Whoosh) 
I START TO FLY THROUGH THE UNIVERSE. I SAY, "I NEED TO SEE MY INTERIOR WORLD." AND THE TWO PYRAMIDS, THAT'S A DIAMOND CAME. I SAY, "WELL, I HAVE SEEN THAT. I NEED TO BE THAT." AND THEN I WENT INSIDE THAT. AND THEN WAS A BIG EXPLOSION. I WAS AWAKE FULL OF HAPPINESS. I SAY, "I NEED TO WRITE A COMIC ABOUT THAT." 

(Soft techno music) 

♪ 
Alejandro: I WENT TO SEE (Unclear). I STARTED TO TELL THESE STORIES. I TELL THESE-- I HIT IT VERY LIGHTLY AND IT GOES, (Gibberish) LIKE THIS. AND THEN I DID THE DIALOGUE (Gibberish). I WAS FOUR DAYS THERE WITHOUT TO GO OUT ON THE STREET. I DICTATED THE FIRST INCAL. 
THE INCAL IS (Unclear). BEFORE THE INCAL, THE INCAL AND AFTER THE INCAL. AND IN THE FIRST PART, AFTER THE INCAL, HE FALL. IT'S AN END BUT IT'S A BEGINNING. IN THE SECOND, HE FALL. IT'S AN END BUT IT'S A BEGINNING. BUT IN THAT-- WE ARE DOING NUMBER THREE, AFTER THE INCAL, HE NEVER FALL. NOW HE GO UP. 

♪ 
Alejandro: I THINK A HERO, HE CHANGES. HE MAKES CHANGES. HE DEVELOPS HIMSELF. HE'S NOT THE SAME. I AM NOT THE SAME WHO MAKE EL TOPO, THE HOLY MOUNTAIN OR THIS COMIC. I CHANGE IT ALREADY. I AM NOT THERE ANYMORE. I HAVE AN ENORMOUS IMAGINATION. I WAS BORN WITH THAT. I CAN INVENT ANYTHING IN ANY MOMENT. I SAY I WILL MAKE COMICS, I WILL DO-- I WILL DO COMICS. NO? 

♪ 
Alejandro: IN COMICS, WE'LL PUT EVERYTHING WE CANNOT PUT IN MOVIES. I LIKE THE DIFFERENCE, I LIKE THE MINORITIES, I LIKE THE MONSTER. DON'T GIVE ME NORMALCY. I DON'T LIKE. 

♪ 
Alejandro: I AM FINISHING A LOT OF THINGS THERE WHO I CANNOT DO IN ANOTHER COMIC BECAUSE THIS IS THE MOST ADVANCED TECHNIQUE. I AM AN AVANT-GARDE ARTIST. BECAUSE WE MAKE WITH AN ELECTRONICAL SCENE, WE WORK. I THINK IT WAS A GOOD AMBIENCE TO DO A NEW STORY. IT WAS NEW. I LIKE IT TO DO NEW SCENES. 

Kim: UP NEXT, JACK WHYTE AND THE ARTHURIAN LEGENDS. 

Jack: (Reading) "ARTHUR, OUR KING, THE RIOTHAMUS OF ALL BRITAIN, HAD BECOME MUCH MORE, I SUDDENLY UNDERSTOOD." 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

[ Break ] 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

[ Caption:  Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Jack: BEFORE ROMEO AND JULIET, BEFORE LANCELOT AND GUINEVERE, THERE WAS TRISTAN AND ISOLDE. AND GIVEN HOLLYWOOD'S PENCHANT FOR STAR-CROSSED-LOVERS STORIES, IT'S AMAZING IT'S TAKEN THIS LONG TO BRING THIS DOOMED ROMANTIC STORY TO THE SILVER SCREEN. 

[ Caption:  Tristan and Isolde, courtesy of 20th Century Fox ]

Isolde: HOW MANY DID YOU LOVE BEFORE ME? 

Tristan: NONE. 

[ Caption:  Sophia Myles, Actor, Tristan and Isolde ]

Sophia: TRISTAN AND ISOLDE IS A TRAGIC LOVE STORY SET AT THE FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. AND IT'S BASICALLY ABOUT TWO PEOPLE THAT MEET AND FALL MADLY, PASSIONATELY IN LOVE BUT, BECAUSE OF CIRCUMSTANCE, THEY CAN'T BE TOGETHER. 

Tristan: I LIVE IN TORTURE THINKING OF THESE MOMENTS. EVERY LOOK HE GIVES YOU, I GET SICKER AND SICKER. 

[ Caption:  James Franco, Actor, Tristan and Isolde ]

James: KING MARKE AND HIS KIND OF SURROGATE SON TRISTAN-- HE TAKES CARE OF TRISTAN. IN SOME VERSIONS, MARKE IS BAD. HE'S A LITTLE MORE EVIL THAN OTHERS AND SOMETIMES HE'S GOOD. 
TRISTAN GOES AND WINS HIM A WIFE. UNFORTUNATELY, TRISTAN FALLS IN LOVE WITH THE SAME WOMAN. SO NOW TRISTAN'S KIND OF TORN BETWEEN LOYALTY TO THE KING AND HIS LOVE FOR THE GIRL. 

Man: AND ACTION! 

(Dramatic instrumental music) 

(Swords clanging) 
Man: GOOD! 

(Groaning) 

Kevin: WHEN WE START THE SHOT, HE CAN BE HALFWAY DOWN THE RAIL. 

(Clinking) 
[ Caption:  Kevin Reynolds, Director, Tristan and Isolde ]
Kevin: IT'S SORT OF ROMEO AND JULIET IN THE DARK AGES. IT'S LOOSELY BASED ON AN OLD CELTIC LEGEND. I MEAN, THERE ARE DIFFERENT VARIATIONS OF THE TALE BUT THEY SAY THAT THE TRISTAN AND ISOLDE STORY IS ACTUALLY THE PRECURSOR OF THE LANCELOT TALE AND ALL. THERE ARE ELEMENTS OF THAT THAT ARE VERY SIMILAR. 

Man: ISOLDE? PERHAPS IT IS JUST THAT HE WHO TOOK A HUSBAND PROVIDES ONE. 

(Breathing heavily) 

(Sombre instrumental music) 

Isolde: I'M YOURS. 

Man: NO. TRISTAN OF ARAGON HAS WON YOU ON BEHALF OF LORD MARKE OF CORNWALL. 

♪ 

Kevin: THE THING THAT ATTRACTED ME TO THIS PICTURE WAS THE SCRIPT. RIDLEY SCOTT SENT IT TO ME ABOUT THREE YEARS AGO AND I WAS VERY TAKEN BY IT. IT WAS JUST-- I DON'T KNOW. THERE WAS JUST SOMETHING ABOUT IT THAT WAS REALLY COMPELLING. 

(Clanging) 

(Cheering) 

Isolde: I WANT TO KNOW THAT THERE'S MORE TO THIS LIFE AND I CAN'T KNOW THAT IF THEY KILL YOU. 

♪ 

Kim: THE LEGENDS OF KING ARTHUR, GUINEVERE AND LANCELOT HAVE BEEN FASCINATING PEOPLE FOR GENERATIONS. JACK WHYTE HAS BEEN RESEARCHING THEM FOR OVER 30 YEARS. HE'S PRODUCED A SERIES OF BOOKS ENTITLED A DREAM OF EAGLES. THE LATEST AND FINAL INSTALMENT IS THE EAGLE. 
[ Caption:  Jack Whyte, The Eagle ]

Jack: WHATEVER HAPPENED AT THE BEGINNING, BEFORE ALL THE EXAGGERATIONS AND BEFORE ALL THE ADDITIONS, MUST HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANT ENOUGH TO HAVE AN ENORMOUS IMPACT ON EVERYONE WHO KNEW THE MAN OR KNEW THE PEOPLE AND KNEW THE STORY AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES BECAUSE IT NEVER DID DIE. IT JUST KEPT GROWING AND GROWING AND GROWING. 
I WANTED TO GO BACK AND SEE WHAT THAT ORIGINAL MAGICAL CHEMISTRY WAS BETWEEN THESE THREE EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE. 
(Reading) "WHEN THE MOMENT CAME FOR ME TO KNEEL AT ARTHUR'S FEET AND BE TOUCHED ON EACH SHOULDER BY THE SHINING LENGTH OF EXCALIBUR'S MAGNIFICENT BLADE, MY THROAT SWELLED UP AND I CAME CLOSE TO TEARS." 
THE THING THAT ALWAYS ANNOYED ME WAS THAT THERE'S A PIECE MISSING. YOU KNOW, ON ONE PAGE, YOU'RE READING THE LEGEND AND LANCELOT IS THE PERFECT SHINING KNIGHT IN ARMOUR, CAN DO NO WRONG. THE POWER OF HIS LOVE IS SO INTENSE THAT WHEN HE KILLS A COMPANION IN A JOUST IN THE LISTS, HE BRINGS HIM BACK TO LIFE JUST BY THE POWER OF HIS OWN CONVICTION. 
AND ON THE VERY NEXT PAGE, HE'S SEDUCING HIS BEST FRIEND'S WIFE, HE IS DOING EVERYTHING IN HIS POWER TO UNDERMINE THE ROUND TABLE AND HE BRINGS ABOUT THE UTTER DESTRUCTION OF CAMELOT. WHAT HAPPENED IN BETWEEN? I MEAN, HOW DID HE GET FROM THERE TO THERE? 

(Reading) "ARTHUR, OUR KING, THE RIOTHAMUS OF ALL BRITAIN, HAD BECOME MUCH MORE, I SUDDENLY UNDERSTOOD, THAN THE MERE MAN HE WAS. HE HAD BECOME THE EMBODIMENT OF ALL THAT HIS PEOPLE, INCLUDING ME, DREAMED OF." 
THIS STORY, AND ALL THE OTHER GREAT MYTHS, TELL THE STORIES ALWAYS OF ORDINARY PEOPLE LIVING IN EXTRAORDINARY TIMES FACING AMAZINGLY EXTRAORDINARY AND CATASTROPHIC CIRCUMSTANCES THAT THREATEN TO OVERWHELM THEM. AND THEY ALWAYS MANAGE TO WIN THROUGH AND EMERGE VICTORIOUS PURELY BY THE POWER OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT THAT'S INSIDE THEM. AND THAT'S THE ESSENCE OF THE MAGIC. 

[ Caption:  www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: THAT'S OUR SHOW, EVERYBODY. GO TO OUR WEBSITE, booktelevision.com. LET US KNOW WHAT YOU'RE READING. 'TIL NEXT TIME, I'M K.C.C. 

[ Credits ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
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