The Word This Week

5-12

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 

Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA. 
(Crashing) 

(Chickens clucking) 

Mahema:  YOU ARE READY. 

Kim: CHINESE SEXUAL WELL-BEING. 

Xiaolan: YIN IS FEMININE, YANG IS MALE. SO THE YIN-YANG IS A PERFECT UNION WHEN YOU HAVE SEX. WITHOUT DAY, YOU HAVE NO NIGHT. 

Kim: AND SAUCY BRITISH TARTS. 

Caroline: THE VARIETY OF CARDS YOU'RE SEEING AT THE MOMENT IS TYPICAL OF THIS GENERATION. 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

[ Caption:  Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: HELLO, THERE, AND WELCOME TO THE SHOW. I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. AND WE HAVE A LASCIVIOUS ONE FOR YOU THIS WEEK. SEX, FOOD AND SLEEP: COULD THESE BE THE ONLY THINGS THAT MEN ACTUALLY THINK OF? YEAH. WELL, JOURNALIST IAN BROWN DECIDED TO GET 29 CONFESSIONAL ESSAYS FROM MALE WRITERS AND COMPILED THEM ALL TOGETHER IN WHAT I MEANT TO SAY. 
(Street din) 

(Lively instrumental music) 

(Crowd din) 

♪ 

[ Caption:  David Eddie, Contributor, What I Meant To Say ]

David: THE PIECE THAT I WROTE IS ABOUT THE ISSUE OF FIDELITY VERSUS INFIDELITY AND THE IMPORTANCE TO ME OF STAYING FAITHFUL TO ONE'S WIFE. 

[ Caption:  Max Fawcett, Contributor, What I Meant To Say ]

Max: I WROTE A PIECE ABOUT WHY GUYS LIKE TO FIX THINGS BASICALLY. BECAUSE I'VE SORT OF HAD THAT THROUGHOUT MY LIFE AS AN IMPORTANT, SORT OF-- PART OF MY MASCULINITY IS BEING ABLE TO MAKE SURE SHIT WORKS. 

David: I REPRESENT AND ACKNOWLEDGE THE FACT THAT MEN ARE DOGS BUT, AT THE SAME TIME, YOU KNOW, HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO KEEP YOURSELF ON A SHORT LEASH. 

[ Caption:  Ian Brown, Editor/Contributor, What I Meant To Say ]

Ian: ONE OF THE ESSAYS IN HERE IS ABOUT HOW MEANINGLESS THE MALE ERECTION IS. YOU KNOW, THEY OCCUR. YOU COULD BE READING ABOUT THE BATTLE OF TRAFALGAR, YOU KNOW. YOU COULD BE WATCHING THE WIZARD OF OZ AND IT HAPPENS, YOU KNOW. AND THEN YOUR WIFE OR YOUR GIRLFRIEND OR YOUR LOVER TURNS TO YOU AND SAYS, "WHAT ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT?" 
AND AS DAVID MacFARLANE SAYS IN THE BOOK, YOU KNOW, THERE ARE THREE ANSWERS. ONE OF THEM-- THE ANSWER THAT IS USED BY MEN WHO HAVE FIGURED OUT WHAT NATURAL SELECTION IS AND WHO HAVE SURVIVED, THEY SAY, "YOU, MY DARLING." 

[ Caption:  Greg Hollingshead, Contributor, What I Meant To Say ]

Greg: THERE'S A CONFESSIONAL STREAM THROUGH THE BOOK, I WOULD SAY. I MEAN, THAT'S ONE THING THAT MEN SEEM TO DO ON AN OCCASION LIKE THIS. THE QUESTION ABOUT WHETHER-- HOW MUCH UNDERSTANDING COMES WITH THE CONFESSION IS ANOTHER QUESTION. 

[ Caption:  Johanna Schneller, Host, Saturday Night At The Movies (TVO) ]

Johanna: YOU JUST FLIP OPEN THE BOOK AT RANDOM AND YOU'RE LIKELY TO FIND OUT, YOU KNOW, "HOMOSEXUALITY'S A CHOICE," BERT ARCHER SAYS, YOU KNOW. "I LIKE HANDCUFFS," RUSSELL SMITH SAYS. YOU KNOW, "MY FATHER NEVER SPOKE TO ME," RON GRAHAM SAYS. AND I-- YOU KNOW, THE MOST EXTRAORDINARY GAMUT OF EMOTIONS ARE IN THESE PAGES. 

Max: MAYBE 50 YEARS AGO, IT WAS PRETTY CLEAR WHAT WAS EXPECTED OF YOU AS A GUY, YOU KNOW. YOU'RE TOUGH. YOU DON'T SHOW ANY EMOTIONS. YOU HUNT SOME THINGS AND YOU'RE GOOD. WHEREAS THESE DAYS, THERE'S NO SET VARIABLES. YOU DON'T REALLY KNOW WHAT'S EXPECTED OF YOU. 

David: I KNEW THAT I DIDN'T WANT TO BECOME ONE OF THESE GUYS WHO, YOU KNOW, WINDS UP RINGING THE DOORBELL OF THE HOUSE THAT HE USED TO LIVE IN AND ASKING HIS WIFE'S NEW BOYFRIEND IF HE CAN SEE HIS OWN CHILDREN. IT'S LIKE I DIDN'T WANT TO GO OUT LIKE THAT. 

[ Caption:  Brian D. Johnson, Film Critic, Maclean's ]

Brian: THE FUNNY THING ABOUT THIS BOOK IS IAN BROWN SAID, "WELL, THIS IS A BOOK BY MEN ABOUT MEN. WE WANT TO PITCH IT TO WOMEN BECAUSE APPARENTLY MEN DON'T READ." 
WELL, I DIDN'T REALLY BUY THAT. I MEAN, I THINK THAT MEN ARE GOING TO BE MORE INTERESTED IN MY PIECE ABOUT HERNIA THAN WOMEN. 

[ Caption:  Ray Robertson, Contributor, What I Meant To Say ]

Ray: I TOLD IAN WHEN HE ASKED ME, "I'M NOT GOING TO WRITE A PIECE ABOUT-- SOME TOUCHY-FEELY PIECE ABOUT HOW, YOU KNOW, HOW I REALIZED ALL ALONG THAT, YOU KNOW, BLAH, BLAH." IT WAS ABOUT THE CHANGING WAY-- I MEAN, WE'RE AGGRESSIVE BEINGS IN GENERAL-- MEN, WOMEN, WHATEVER, AND MEN ESPECIALLY. SO WHERE DOES AGGRESSION HAVE A PLACE IN EVERYDAY LIFE? 
AND IT'S DIFFERENT WHEN YOU'RE 25 AND YOU'RE 35. IT'S DIFFERENT WHEN YOU'RE SINGLE THAN WHEN YOU HAVE A FAMILY, YOU KNOW. SHE WAS AGGRESSIVE. I DIDN’T GET MAD AT HER. 

Ian: I JUST HOPE EVERYBODY READS IT AND I THINK THEY WILL, OF BOTH GENDERS, THAT WOULD BE THE GREATEST PLEASURE FOR ME, SINCERELY. 

Kim: WELL, FROM THE GUYS TO THE GALS. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WOMEN STOP BEING OBJECTIFIED IN PORN AND START WRITING IT THEMSELVES? TRISH KELLY AND AMBER DAWN WANT TO REWRITE LESBIAN EROTICA. THEY'VE COMPILED WITH A ROUGH TONGUE: FEMMES WRITE PORN. 
[ Caption:  Toronto ]

(Funky techno music) 

♪ 

[ Caption:  Trish Kelly, Co-editor, With A Rough Tongue ]

Trish: WITH A ROUGH TONGUE IS A COLLECTION OF LESBIAN PORN. ALL OF THE CHARACTERS OR THE AUTHORS HAVE SOME COMMENT TO MAKE ON FEMME IDENTITY. AND THEY'RE ALL PRETTY RAUNCHY. 
MOST OF THE ANTHOLOGIES OF WOMEN'S EROTICA THAT I HAD ENCOUNTERED WERE VERY CAREFULLY WORDED AND SORT OF APOLOGETIC ABOUT THE FACT THAT THEY WERE DEPICTIONS OF SEX. 
BUT FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE BEING HONEST ABOUT THE FACT THAT GRAPHIC SEX WAS SOMETHING THAT THEY WERE INTERESTED IN READING ABOUT AND THAT'S WHAT THEIR FANTASY LIFE WAS LIKE, THERE WEREN'T A LOT OF OPTIONS FOR LADIES. 

[ Caption:  Amber Dawn, Co-editor, With A Rough Tongue ]

Amber: WE WANTED TO HAVE A REALLY HOT COLLECTION OF LESBIAN EROTIC STORIES. 

[ Caption:  Embrace the Darkness 2, courtesy of Playboy Enterprises, 2001 ]

Man: ALRIGHT. 

Trish: I WANT TO SORT OF COUNTERACT WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE SO- CALLED MAINSTREAM PORN THAT'S SUPPOSEDLY CREATED FOR HETEROSEXUAL MEN. 

(Driving techno music) 
Trish: THERE'S A LOT OF SELF-CENSOR FOR WOMEN AS WELL, ESPECIALLY IN THE FEMINIST LESBIAN COMMUNITY BECAUSE SO MUCH OPPRESSION HAS BEEN PUT ON WOMEN THAT IN DISCOVERING THE WAYS THAT WE HAVE BEEN HARD DONE BY, I THINK THAT WOMEN HAVE BEEN REALLY CAREFUL ABOUT TRYING TO BE RESPECTFUL OF EACH OTHER TO THE POINT WHERE IT'S OVER CAREFUL. 

[ Caption:  Porn For Sale ]

Amber: I'VE HAD A LOT OF EXPERIENCE WITH PORNOGRAPHY MYSELF AND IT REALLY BAFFLES ME THAT THE MORE WOMEN SEEM TO GAIN IN THE WORLD, THE MORE THE MORE OPPRESSIVE OR HUMILIATING THE DEPICTIONS OF WOMEN ARE IN MAINSTREAM PORNOGRAPHY. 
WE REALLY NEED TO HAVE THE GRAPHIC CONTENT THAT PORNOGRAPHY IS RENOWNED FOR BUT IT SHOULD BE WRITTEN BY WOMEN, IT SHOULD BE HANDLED BY WOMEN AND IT SHOULD BE ALSO HANDLED BY PEOPLE THAT HAVE THAT PRACTICE IN THEIR LIFE. 

Kim: LATER ON IN THE SHOW, WE HAVE A STORY ON CHINESE HEALTH. ONE OF THE PEOPLE WHO WE INTERVIEWED FOR THAT SEGMENT IS MARGARET ATWOOD. WHEN WE WERE TALKING TO MARGARET, WE WANTED TO KNOW WHAT HER FAVOURITE EROTIC BOOK WAS. 
SHE ANSWERED BY FIRST OF ALL SAYING YOU HAVE TO MAKE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN PORNOGRAPHY AND EROTICA. "PORN," SHE SAID, "IS A BOOK YOU READ WITH ONE HAND. EROTICA IS ABOUT REAL LIVES. PEOPLE THAT HAVE EROTIC ELEMENTS IN THEIR LIVES AND THAT'S THE CHARGE." 

[ Caption:  Margaret Atwood, Author ]

Margaret: ONE OF THE MOST EROTIC WRITERS IN THAT SENSE IN CANADA TODAY-- YOU'RE GOING TO BE SURPRISED-- IS ALICE MUNRO BECAUSE THE WORLD THAT SHE WRITES ABOUT, BEING THE WORLD OF THE '40s, THE '30s, THE '50s AND THE EARLY '60s-- A LOT OF THE STORIES ARE SET THEN-- WAS A WORLD IN WHICH PUBLIC EXPRESSION OF SEXUALITY WAS DISCOURAGED. SO THAT DROVE IT UNDERGROUND AND PARADOXICALLY EVERYTHING BECAME EROTICALLY SURCHARGED. 
SO WHEN YOU READ THE STORIES FROM START TO FINISH, YOU'LL NOTICE THAT A HUGE NUMBER OF THEM DEAL WITH RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN, BY IN LARGE, WHICH HAVE AN EROTIC ELEMENT. 

Kim: COMING UP, MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA. 
Arthur: IT'S IRRESPIRABLE FOR MOST WESTERNERS TO IMAGINE THAT THERE'S SOMETHING, YOU KNOW, KIND OF ILLICIT ABOUT WHAT GEISHA REALLY DO. 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: IN HIS 1997 BOOK, MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA, ARTHUR GOLDEN TOOK US INTO THE ENIGMATIC WORLD OF THE JAPANESE GEISHA GIRL. NOW THAT THE BOOK IS ALSO A PRIZE-WINNING GOLDEN GLOBE MOVIE, MR. GOLDEN TELLS US WHY THE ALLURING WORLD WHERE WOMEN ARE PAID TO ENTERTAIN MEN IS STILL VERY ENTICING. 

[ Caption:  Memoirs of a Geisha, courtesy of Sony Pictures ]

Mahema: A TRUE GEISHA CAN STOP A MAN IN HIS TRACKS WITH A SINGLE LOOK. 

(Crashing) 

(Chickens clucking) 
Mahema: YOU ARE READY. 

[ Caption:  Arthur Golden, Memoirs of a Geisha ]

Arthur: I'VE HEARD THAT A MAN HAS A THOUGHT ABOUT SEX EVERY 14 SECONDS BUT I'VE ALWAYS SAID THAT I DON'T BELIEVE THAT BECAUSE IT SUGGESTS LONG PERIODS OF MENTAL INACTIVITY. SO THE IDEA FOR A MAN OF A GEISHA, A WOMAN WHO IS AFTER ALL A MYSTERY TO HIM, WHO MUST HAVE SOME KIND OF SEXUAL ROLE TO PLAY IN HER LIFE, YOU KNOW. MAYBE SHE'S NOT A PROSTITUTE BUT THERE'S SOMETHING SEXUAL THERE. SO OF COURSE, THIS IS NATURAL TO PROJECT ALL KINDS OF FANTASIES. 

(Soft instrumental music) 

(Wagon rumbling) 
Arthur: THEY'RE SO STRANGE-LOOKING, THAT STARK WHITE MAKEUP AND THOSE DRAMATIC HAIRSTYLES AND THE VERY EXUBERANT-LOOKING KIMONO THAT THEY WEAR. I MEAN, IT'S QUITE A GETUP AND IT'S IRRESPIRABLE FOR MOST WESTERNERS TO IMAGINE THAT THERE'S SOMETHING, YOU KNOW, KIND OF ILLICIT ABOUT WHAT GEISHA REALLY DO AND IT'S EASY FOR WESTERN MEN TO PROJECT THEIR FANTASIES ONTO THIS IDEA OF THESE SORT OF ORIENTAL CONCUBINE, YOU KNOW. AS IT TURNS OUT, THOSE FANTASIES ARE NOT TRUE. BUT THAT DOESN’T MEAN THAT THE ALLURE DOESN'T PERSIST. 

[ Caption:  Toronto, Premiere of Memoirs of a Geisha ]

(Drumming) 

(Crowd din) 

Woman:  I DID READ THE BOOK. YEAH, IT WAS WONDERFUL. I FOUND IT VERY, VERY MOVING. AND ONE THING THAT AMAZED ME WAS THAT IT WAS WRITTEN BY A MAN. I MEAN, IT JUST HAD SUCH INCREDIBLE, I GUESS, EMPATHY AND COMPASSION FOR THE CHARACTER. I REALLY ENJOYED IT. 

Woman 2:  BEING OF ASIAN BACKGROUND, IT'S VERY INTERESTING TO FIND OUT WHAT A GEISHA ACTUALLY IS. AND PEOPLE DO HAVE MISCONCEPTIONS OF WHAT A GEISHA ENCOMPASSES. 

Woman 3:  IT VERY MUCH IS ABOUT GIVING VOICE TO PEOPLE WHO DON'T HAVE VOICES. I THINK THAT'S WHAT ARTHUR GOLDEN HAD DONE. NOBODY HAD HEARD FROM A GEISHA BEFORE, THAT I'M AWARE OF. I THINK THIS WAS A WORLD THAT WE KNEW NOTHING ABOUT. AND GEISHAS WERE KIND OF ASSUMED TO BE, "OH, THEY'RE THOSE JAPANESE PROSTITUTES." 

Man: IT CANNOT LAST FOREVER. 

Arthur: IN THE WEST, MEN AND WOMEN SOCIALIZE TOGETHER FREELY AND ALWAYS HAVE. BUT IN JAPAN, THAT DOESN'T HAPPEN. THE MEN GO OUT, THE WOMEN STAY HOME. SO WHEN THE MEN GO OUT, THE HIERARCHY OF THE OFFICE PREVAILS AND IT'S NOT THAT MUCH FUN. 
AND SO WHAT HAPPENS IS THAT JAPANESE MEN TRADITIONALLY HIRE WOMEN TO COME AND SIT WITH THEM. I REALLY JUST MEAN BREAK DOWN THAT SENSE OF HIERARCHY SO THAT THE GUYS ARE ALL JUST A BUNCH OF GUYS TELLING STORIES WITH EACH OTHER AND EVERYBODY'S HAVING FUN. THAT'S REALLY THE ROLE THAT GEISHA PLAY. IT'S SOMETHING THAT JUST DOESN'T EXIST AND ISN'T NECESSARY IN WESTERN CULTURE. 
AND THE IMMEDIATE ASSUMPTION IS THEY MUST BE PROSTITUTES. TO COMPLICATE MATTERS STILL FURTHER, GEISHA, IN FACT, CAN AT TIMES BE SEXUALLY AVAILABLE TO MEN BUT NOT IN THE WAYS THAT PROSTITUTES ARE. IT'S NOT A SERIAL ARRANGEMENT. IT'S RATHER MORE LIKE A KEPT MISTRESS. "YEAH, I'LL TAKE CARE OF YOU FOR YEARS. I'LL PAY YOUR EXPENSES AND YOU'LL BE SORT OF MY MISTRESS." 

(Soft flute music) 
Arthur: THE FUNNY REALITY IS THAT GEISHA KNOW LESS ABOUT SEX THAN ALMOST ANYBODY. AND A 13-YEAR-OLD OR A 14-YEAR- OLD GIRL GROWING UP IN A GEISHA HOUSE BACK IN THE 1920s WOULD HAVE KNOWN EXACTLY NOTHING ABOUT SEX. 
AND WHEN SHE WAS SENT OUT AT THE AGE OF 14 OR 15 FOR THIS FIRST NIGHT WITH A MAN WHEN HER VIRGINITY HAD BEEN SOLD TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER, SHE WOULD LITERALLY NOT KNOW WHAT WAS GOING TO HAPPEN TO HER. AND THE MISTRESS AT THE GEISHA HOUSE WOULD SAY TO HER, "JUST LIE STILL." THAT'S HOW LITTLE THEY REALLY KNEW ABOUT SEX. SO FOR A MAN TO IMAGINE THAT THIS IS SOME KIND OF, YOU KNOW, FANTASTIC, EXOTIC POSSIBILITIES HERE IS PURE FANTASY REALLY. 

(Dramatic instrumental music) 

♪ 

Kim: WHAT DO MICHAEL ONDAATJE, ANTHONY MINGHELLA AND MARGARET ATWOOD ALL HAVE IN COMMON? YOU MIGHT BE SURPRISED BY THE ANSWER. THEY'RE ALL PATIENTS AND FERVENT SUPPORTERS OF DR. ZHAO, WHO UTILIZES ANCIENT CHINESE MEDICINE IN HER PRACTICE. 
SHE'S JUST PUBLISHED HER BOOK REFLECTIONS OF THE MOON AND WATER. AND THE SUBTITLE SUMS IT UP BEAUTIFULLY-- HEALING WOMEN'S BODIES AND MINDS THROUGH TRADITIONAL CHINESE WISDOM. 
(Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  Michael Budman, Patient/Co-founder, Roots ]

Michael: WE'RE AT THE ROOTS 100 BLOOR STREET FLAGSHIP STORE IN TORONTO. AND WE'RE HERE TONIGHT TO CELEBRATE THE PUBLICATION OF A GREAT BOOK ON WOMEN'S HEALTH ABOUT TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE. 

[ Caption:  Linda Spalding, Patient/Author ]

Linda: THIS IS A BOOK FOR EVERYONE. IT'S SO MUCH ABOUT OUR BODIES AND ABOUT THE WAY TO DEAL WITH LIFE IN THE WORLD AND WHOLENESS. AND SHE'S INTEGRATED A LOT OF WESTERN SORT OF PSYCHOLOGICAL INSIGHT INTO IT. 

[ Caption:  Anne Collins, Patient/Editor, Random House ]

Anne: WORKING WITH XIAOLAN IS LIKE AN ALL-AROUND KIND OF SENSORY, HOLISTIC EXPERIENCE. WE'RE TALKING ABOUT A DEAL AND SHE SAID FROM ACROSS 10 FEET AWAY, SHE SAID, "ANNE, YOU HAVE A HEADACHE." AND SHE CAME OVER AND FIXED IT. 

(Audience laughter) 

[ Caption:  Xiaolan Zhao, Reflections of the Moon on Water ]

Xiaolan: I'M A MONKEY. I LOVE PARTIES. HOPEFULLY, EVERYBODY'S ENJOYING THE PARTY. THANK YOU SO MUCH. 

(Audience applause) 

(Funky scratch mix) 
Xiaolan: CHINESE MEDICINES COME FROM 5,000 YEARS. AND IN THE YELLOW (Unclear), THEY TALK ABOUT-- THAT'S THE BOOK OF 3,000 YEARS AGO-- A TRUE WOMAN, A SEX THERAPIST TALKED TO EMPEROR ABOUT HOW IMPORTANT A WOMAN AND A MAN HAVE SEX. BECAUSE THEY ALWAYS TALK ABOUT A YIN AND A YANG. 

♪ 
Xiaolan: YIN IS FEMININE, YANG IS MALE. SO THE YIN-YANG IS A PERFECT UNION WHEN YOU HAVE SEX. WITHOUT DAY, WE HAVE NO NIGHT. SO WITHOUT THE MAN, WE HAVE NO WOMAN. 

♪ 
Xiaolan: UNCONSCIOUS OR MAYBE CONSCIOUSLY IN TAOS, THE FIELD MALE IS VERY WEAK COMPARED WITH FEMALE. THEY WANT A YIN-YANG. CAN BE A REALLY PERFECT UNION, A WOMAN HAVE SEX AND CAN NOURISH EACH OTHER TO HAVE GOOD HEALTH. 
BECAUSE WE LINK TO SEX, CONNECT WITH BEAUTY, BODY IMAGE, THAT CAN TURN SO MANY WOMEN. THEY DON'T FIND THEMSELVES ATTRACTIVE. THEY FELT SEXY BECAUSE CULTURALLY SEXY LOOKS ARE ONLY FOR MEN. THEY HAVE SEX FOR THEIR HUSBAND BUT THEY DON'T REALLY THINK THAT'S HEALTH FOR THEMSELVES. 

[ Caption:  Margaret Atwood, Patient/Author ]

Margaret: WESTERN MEDICINE GOES IN FOR THE TOW TRUCK, YOU KNOW, THE HEAVY DRUG, THE HEAVY PROCEDURE OF SOME KIND. CHINESE MEDICINE HAS AS ITS END TO KEEP THE BODY IN TUNE BEFORE IT BREAKS DOWN. CHINESE MEDICINE IS THE TUNE-UP AND THE KEEPING YOURSELF RUNNING. THE OTHER DOCTORS YOU SEE TO FIND OUT IF IT'S WORKED. 

Xiaolan: THE PHILOSOPHY TO BEING PREVENTATIVE AND TO LOOK AFTER SELF IMPORTANT. YOU SHOULD BEFORE EVERYONE. THAT'S CHINESE MEDICINE PHILOSOPHY. 

Kim: UP NEXT, THOSE SAUCY BRITISH TARTS. 

Caroline: THE FIRST CARDS THAT WERE POSTED WERE NOT MUCH BIGGER THAN A BUSINESS CARD. 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Break ] 

[ Caption:  The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK, EVERYBODY. ONE OF THE MOST SCANDALOUS BOOKS TO COME OUT OVER THE LAST COUPLE OF YEARS IS THE SEXUAL LIFE OF CATHERINE M., THE TRUE STORY OF CATHERINE MILLET, A RESPECTED ART INTELLECTUAL BY DAY, BY NIGHT, A SEX-HUNGRY LIBERTINE. 

[ Caption:  Paris ]

(Melodic instrumental music) 

♪ 

(Speaking French) 

[ Caption:  It is essentially a book about the secual life of a woman, and this woman is Catherine M. For me this book is really a sexual autobiography. In fact, if I wsa to do it again, I would change what was written on the cover from autobiography to sexual autobiography. ]

♪ 

[ Caption:  Sasha, Eye Magazine ]

Sasha: WHEN WOMEN OF ALL DIFFERENT ORIENTATIONS TELL THEIR SEXUAL HISTORIES, IT DISABLES SEXUAL STEREOTYPES AND THAT IS INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT TO ME. 

[ Caption:  Sandra Martin, The Globe and Mail ]

Sandra: WELL, SHE HAD SEX WITH SO MANY PEOPLE. SHE CAN ONLY REMEMBER 49 OF THEM BY NAME BUT THERE ARE HUNDREDS, THOUSANDS, ZILLIONS OF PEOPLE WITH WHOM SHE HAS HAD SOME KIND OF SEXUAL CONGRESS. 

Sasha: I WASN’T SHOCKED. I ACTUALLY HAVE TO SAY I WAS RELIEVED BECAUSE I FIND A LOT OF EROTICA IS CONDESCENDING. IT'S, IT CONDESCENDS TO WOMEN. IT, IT'S, YOU KNOW, THERE'S ALL THESE FLORAL ANALOGIES IN IT AND THAT SORT OF THING AND IT'S A LITTLE TOO LOW-KEY. BUT SHE HAS THIS VERY SEDUCTIVE, SORT OF IMPASSIVE VOICE AND SHE IS REALLY HARDCORE AND I THINK THAT IS WHAT MAKES PORNOGRAPHY ATTRACTIVE TO ME. 

(Upbeat traditional folk music) 

♪ 

[ Caption:  I think the best answer to the question "what made me write this book" is that I thought, well, it is a bit by chance that I had all these sexual experiences that most people don’t have. I belong to a generation that we call the generation of tree love, and quite rightly so, as I was surrounded by people who were very concerned with the question of sexual freedom. I had read a lot about it, listened to discussion, and none of them really satisfied me. ]

Sasha: I THINK SHE OBVIOUSLY WOULD HAVE BEEN THAT WAY WHATEVER PERIOD SHE GREW UP IN. YOU KNOW, THERE ARE HEDONISTS THROUGHOUT HISTORY AND SHE IS OBVIOUSLY ONE OF THEM. DIFFERENT PERIOD, DIFFERENT CLOTHES, DIFFERENT, YOU KNOW, DIFFERENT LOVERS. AND SHE COMES FROM A FINE LINE OF FRENCH ACADEMIC PERVERTS SO... (Laughs) 

[ Caption:  What I wanted to do was write a book that was as realistic as possible. That would tell the story of all the aspects of sexuality that I experience in as honest a way as possible obviously with a lot of enjoyment. For the most part they were good times, they are good memories. However there were times when it didn't go that well. It wasn't always nirvana. ]

Man: THE SEXUAL LIFE OF CATHERINE M. HAS SOLD MORE THAN 450,000 COPIES WORLDWIDE AND HAS BEEN TRANSLATED INTO 30 LANGUAGES. 

[ Caption:  I think that the surprise is because of-- Catherine Millet is the-- it is the difference between her physical appearance and the fact that she is known as an intellectual writer like someone who is an art critic, very pertinent and contemporary. And then all of a sudden we're told she has had this intense sexual life. There's no category for this. It's very shocking. What else can I say. ]

[ Caption:  I believe that in literature in general, one thing that's missing is sexual fantasy because many times we aren't very proud of our fantasies. We often have sexual fantasies which are humiliating or ridiculous and we can feel ashamed of these fantasies. So it was important to me that if I was to show all of my sexuality, that I was also to include my fantasies. ]

[ Caption:  She plays with male fantasy and she creates these fantasies for us but in fact she is a prisoner of the male gaze. ]

[ Caption:  When the book was done is said: "I've done this book, it's something separate in my career, now I will start to write books about art again. Why not? I have some ideas for new books. But I believe that to complete the Sexual Life of Catherine M., I would like to write another book which could be called: why did this book Catherine M have so much success? ]

Kim: SELLING SEX IS ILLEGAL IN MOST COUNTRIES. SO HOW DO YOU ADVERTISE YOUR WARES IF YOU ARE PARADING THE OLDEST PROFESSION KNOWN TO MAN? TRUST THE BRITISH TO COME UP WITH AN ANSWER: TART CARDS, ESSENTIALLY BUSINESS CARDS FOR THE SEX TRADES THAT APPEAR IN PHONE BOOTHS. OUR FRIENDS AT Sextv TRAVELLED TO LONDON TO INTERVIEW THE AUTHOR OF A BRAND NEW BOOK, TART CARDS, CAROLINE ARCHER. 

(Whimsical techno music) 

♪ 

[ Caption:  Caroline Archer, Tart Cards ]

Caroline: TART CARDS ARE THE WAY THAT A CERTAIN NUMBER OF LONDON PROSTITUTES ADVERTISE THEIR SERVICES. ANY SEXUAL PREDILECTION CAN BE BOUGHT FROM A TELEPHONE BOX. 

♪ 
Caroline: LONDON'S SEX SCENE IS VERY, VERY DIFFICULT TO NEGOTIATE. WE'RE NOT QUITE AS LIBERAL AS THE EUROPEAN CITIES THAT WILL HAVE CONTACT MAGAZINES THAT YOU CAN BUY ON STORES IN THE STREET. 
SO IF YOU COME TO LONDON AS A VISITOR, EITHER FROM THE U.K. OR OUTSIDE THE U.K., YOU REALLY FIND IT QUITE DIFFICULT TO NEGOTIATE THE WHOLE SCENE. HOWEVER, THE CARDS ARE VERY OBVIOUS WHEN YOU GET TO THE CITY. YOU CAN'T MISS THEM. 

♪ 
Caroline: UP UNTIL 1983, THERE WAS A LAW WHICH SAID IT WAS ILLEGAL TO STICK ANYTHING ONTO ANY PROPERTY THAT BELONGED TO THE POSTMASTER GENERAL, WHICH INCLUDED TELEPHONE BOXES. WHEN TELECOMMUNICATIONS CEASED TO BE A MONOPOLY IN THE U.K., FOR SOME REASON, THAT LAW DROPPED OUT. THE PROSTITUTES SAW THEIR CHANCES. 
THE VERY FIRST CARDS THAT WERE POSTED WERE NOT MUCH BIGGER THAN A BUSINESS CARD, VERY SMALL, VERY DISCREET. THEY WOULD SAY THINGS LIKE "FRENCH MODEL, ITALIAN BEAUTY." THERE MIGHT BE LITTLE BLACK-AND- WHITE ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE LEANING TOWER OF PISA OR A LADY WITH A BOUFFANT HAIRDO. 
SO THEY WERE VERY DISCREET. A MAN COULD TAKE THEM FROM THE CALL BOX SO HE COULD PUT THEM IN HIS WALLET ALONG WITH HIS OTHER BUSINESS CARDS AND NOBODY WOULD BE PARTICULARLY NOTICING THEM. AND GRADUALLY THE CARDS STARTED TO GROW. AND WHEN ONE GIRL ENLARGED HER CARDS, ALL THE OTHER GIRLS ENLARGED THEIR CARDS TO FOLLOW SUIT. 
THE VARIETY OF CARDS YOU'RE SEEING AT THE MOMENT IS TYPICAL OF THIS GENERATION OF CARDS. THEY'RE PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGES, DOWNLOADS OF THE GIRLS FROM THE INTERNET OR MAGAZINES. CARDS SUCH AS THESE ARE VERY, SORT OF, STEREOTYPICAL. THEY'RE ALSO (Unclear) TO BE A LITTLE BIT DECEITFUL BECAUSE THEY KNOW THE GIRLS THAT YOU'RE SEEING ARE NOT THE GIRLS YOU'RE GOING TO GET. 

♪ 
Caroline: IN SEPTEMBER 2001, A NEW LAW WAS BROUGHT IN MAKING IT A CRIMINAL OFFENCE TO POST THE CARDS. NOW, PEOPLE CAN BE FINED 5,000 POUNDS FOR POSTING THEM. I THINK THEY ARE A GREAT CATALOGUE OF CHANGING SEXUAL ATTITUDES OVER A PARTICULAR TIME WITHIN A PARTICULAR COUNTRY. 

[ Caption:  www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: THAT'S THE END OF OUR LASCIVIOUS SHOW. HOPE YOU ENJOYED IT. GO TO OUR WEBSITE, www.booktelevision.com. WE'VE GOT A BOOK CLUB HAPPENING. THERE'S A BOOK EVERY COUPLE OF WEEKS. WE WANT YOUR INPUT. YOU READ IT, POST YOUR COMMENTS. 'TIL NEXT TIME, I'M K.C.C. 

[Credits ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 

♪ 

♪ 

(Closed captions created by Bravo!)   
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