The Word This Week

5-13

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, SISTERS SPEAK WITH PASSION AND RAGE... 
Jemeni: LADIES, IF THEY MADE WARM DILDOS THAT COULD HUG YOU WHEN IT'S DONE, WOULDN'T YOU JUST STAY HOME? 

(Audience cheers and applause) 
Kim: ...THE CHILD SOLDIERS OF BEASTS OF NO NATION. 
Uzodinma: ONE OF THE BIGGEST ISSUES WITH MY WRITING THIS BOOK-- AND IT'S STILL A DEBATE THAT GOES ON-- IT'S LIKE AUTHENTICITY. 
Kim: AND THE TRAGIC CONNECTION BETWEEN ILLITERACY AND AIDS IN AFRICA. 
Mary: SOMEONE WHO IS LITERATE CAN GRASP FASTER THAN SOMEBODY WHO IS ILLITERATE. AND SOMEBODY WHO IS LITERATE CAN EVEN BE EDUCATED TO AVOID RISKY BEHAVIOUR. 

♪ 
[ Caption:  KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS ]

Kim: HELLO THERE AND WELCOME TO THE SHOW. I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. IF ANYONE DOUBTED THE POWER OF SPOKEN WORD, AN EVENING ATTENDING SISTERS SPEAK IN TORONTO MAY CONVINCE THEM OTHERWISE. AT THE RECENT GATHERING, OUR CAMERAS WERE THERE. 

(Upbeat dance music) 

(Crowd din) 

♪ 
Tantra: (Spoken word) "IMAGINE THE MOST UNBELIEVABLE LOVE STORY EVER THAT LIVETH WITH ME." 
[ Caption:  DWAYNE MORGAN - EVENT ORGANIZER, WHEN SISTERS SPEAK ]

Dwayne: WHEN SISTERS SPEAK IS AN UNCENSORED FORUM WHERE SOME OF THE BEST SPOKEN WORD ARTISTS FROM THE STATES AND FROM CANADA COME TO TORONTO TO SHARE WITH THE TORONTO AUDIENCE WHAT IT IS THAT'S ON THEIR MIND. 
[ Caption:  TANTRA - POET ]

Tantra: IT'S ABOUT BRINGING WOMEN TOGETHER, FEMININE ENERGY AND SPEAKING ABOUT ISSUES THAT PERTAIN TO, UM, WOMANHOOD. 

♪ RIP THAT POEM FROM THE MICROPHONE ♪ 

♪ AS I RIP THAT POEM FROM THE MICROPHONE ♪ 

♪ I SAID SAY IT WITH MY NAME IN IT ♪ 

♪ I SAY IT WITH TANTRA IN IT ♪ 

♪ SAY IT WITH MY NAME IN IT ♪ 

♪ I SAY IT WITH THE TORONTO IN IT ♪ 
[ Caption:  QUEEN SHEBA ]

Queen Sheeba: SPOKEN WORD, JUST LIKE ALMOST EVERY OTHER ARENA IN THE WORLD IS MALE DOMINATED. SO WE NEED A SHOW THAT IS WITH ARE OWN VOICE. 
Dwayne: A LOT OF TIMES YOU FIND THAT THE MALES ARE A LOT OF MORE AGGRESSIVE. THERE'S A LOT MORE SEXUALITY IN A LOT OF THE PIECES THAT THEY PRESENT. 
[ Caption:  BROTHER EARL ]

Brother Earl: (Spoken word) "YOUR LEGS 'ROUND MY HEAD LIKE A SCARF, BLINDING ME AS YOU ASSUME THE POSITION, BUT YOU SEE MY DECISION TO GIVE NEW MEANING TO THE TERM, WHOOSH, 'TUNNEL VISION.'" 

[ Caption:  CARIBBEAN DANCE THEATRE ]

♪ ONE THING I KNOW FOR SURE IT'S COLD OUTSIDE ♪ 
[ Caption:  JEMENI - POET ]

Jemeni: TO ME, IT'S NOT ABOUT SEPARATING WOMEN TO SAY IT'S JUST WOMEN OR JUST MEN. BUT I THINK IT'S ACTUALLY HIGHLIGHTING THE WORK OF WOMEN AND I THINK IT'S ACTUALLY PUTTING WOMEN UP ON THAT PEDESTAL AND GIVING THEM THEIR MOMENT. THIS IS FOR THE LADIES. (Spoken word) "LADIES, IF THEY MADE WARM DILDOS THAT COULD HUG YOU WHEN IT'S DONE, WOULDN’T YOU JUST STAY HOME?" 

(Cheers and applause)
Jemeni: I'M VERY INTERESTED IN ENTERTAINING A CROWD IN ORDER TO GET A VERY SERIOUS SOCIAL- POLITICAL MESSAGE ACROSS. 
Tantra: (Spoken word) "BRING THAT POEM HOME TO ME." WHEN WE SPEAK FROM THAT PLACE, WE ATTRACT THE ATTENTION. YOU KNOW, WE TALK ABOUT WHAT'S GOING ON INTERNALLY AND SO MANY WOMEN CAN RELATE TO WHAT WE ARE SPEAKING ABOUT THROUGH OUR POETRY. 
Jemeni: (Clears throat) AND? 

♪ HE'S MINE ♪ 

♪ I LOVE HIM ♪ 

♪ HE'S MINE ♪ 

♪ I LOVE HIM ♪ 

♪ YOU BITCH, YOU WHORE, YOU TRAMP, YOU SUCK ♪ 

♪ I LOVE HIM ♪ 
(Audience laughter and applause) 
Jemeni: WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT GRIOTS, I MEAN, THAT'S WHERE STORYTELLING COMES FROM AND THAT'S THE TRADITION OF AFRICAN STORYTELLERS PASSING DOWN THEIR HISTORY THROUGH STORYTELLING AND THROUGH THE FAMILY. SO THE FAMILY HISTORY IS STORED IN THIS ONE PERSON AND IT GOES THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF YEARS AND YOU CONTINUE IT. AND I THINK THAT'S WHAT WE'RE CONTINUING TO DO. (Spoken word) "FOUR BULLETS FOR 4-YEAR-OLD BABIES. SHAQUAN, YOU'RE MY HERO BUT MAYBE A BLACK LIFE HAS LESS WORTH THAN A WHITE ONE. AND TAMARA, I'M SORRY, BUT SARAH McLACHLAN WON'T WRITE SONGS ABOUT YOU, BUT I DO." 
Kim: SPEAKING OF POETS, DIONNE BRAND WON THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S AWARD FOR POETRY BACK IN 1997. DIONNE IS ALSO A NOVELIST. AT THE RECENT INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF AUTHORS, SHE SPOKE ABOUT HER LATEST WORK, WHAT WE ALL LONG FOR, AND HER CHARACTER'S SEARCH FOR IDENTITY. 

(Upbeat techno music) 
[ Caption:  DIONNE BRAND - POET/ NOVELIST ]

Dionne: I GREW UP IN THE-- DURING THE SPACE OF THE BLACK POWER MOVEMENT, RIGHT? AND OF THE BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS MOVEMENT. AND IT WAS NECESSARY THEN TO MAKE A CERTAIN MARK, A CERTAIN DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE DOMINATE RACIAL NARRATIVE THAT SEEMED TO AFFECT AND PERVADE OUR LIVES. AND I WANTED TO CONTRIBUTE TO WRITING ANOTHER NARRATIVE IN THE WORLD, YOU KNOW, AN ANTI- IMPERIALIST NARRATIVE AND AN ANTI-RACIST NARRATIVE TO BRING A CERTAIN KIND OF POSSIBILITY INTO BEING, IN A WAY. YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN? AND SO I STARTED TO WRITE THEN. SO I STARTED TO WRITE VERY DECLARATIVE POEMS. AND I LOVED SONIA SANCHEZ AND NIKKI GIOVANNI, ETCETERA. I STARTED TO WRITE LIKE THAT. BUT THEN OF COURSE, THAT WASN'T QUITE MY LANGUAGE. BUT THERE WAS SOMETHING THAT I WANTED TO EXPRESS OUT OF THIS LIFE AND I WANTED TO-- AND THEN SO I HAD TO FIND MY LANGUAGE, FIND THE WAY THAT I WOULD EXPRESS THAT LIFE, THAT I WOULD EXPRESS BEING HUMAN IN THE WORLD. AND THAT'S WHY I WAS WRITING. 
[ Caption:  REBECCA CALDWELL - GLOBE AND MAIL ]

Rebecca: THERE'S A POINT IN WHAT WE ALL LONG FOR. THE YOUNG CHARACTERS, THEY HAVE A FAIRLY HARMONIOUS MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITY. BUT YOU STATE SORT OF OVER AND OVER AGAIN THAT THEY KNOW THEY'LL NEVER FIT IN BECAUSE THEY'RE NOT THE REQUIRED RACE. SO WE'VE GOT SORT OF TWO WORLDS. WE HAVE AN OLDER WORLD WHERE IT'S STILL QUITE RACIST AND NOT EMBRACING THE NEW WORLD COMING UP BUT THERE'S ALSO A MORE HARMONIOUS FUTURE, IT LOOKS LIKE, BECAUSE THE MULTICULTURAL SOCIETIES ARE GETTING TOGETHER. DO YOU THINK WE'RE GETTING BETTER THEN? OR IS SOCIETY GETTING BETTER? 
Dionne: I HOPE SO. AND SOMETIMES WHEN I STAND ON THE CORNER OF BATHURST AND BLOOR, I THINK SO. GIVEN WHO WE ARE, GIVEN WHAT WE CONSTITUTE, WE HAVE TO. YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN? WE HAVE TO FIND KIND OF SOLUTIONS BEYOND THE KIND OF TACIT DISCRIMINATIONS THAT EXIST. SO I AM VERY HOPEFUL ABOUT THAT. I MEAN, I LOOK AT THE CITY AND I LOOK AT YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE CITY AND I'M EXTREMELY HOPEFUL ABOUT THAT. 
Kim: WITH ALL THIS EMPHASIS ON THE WRITTEN WORD, SOMETIMES WE FORGET ABOUT THE POWER OF THE SPOKEN WORD AND ITS ABILITY TO CHANGE PEOPLE'S LIVES AND HISTORY. THERE IS NO GREATER EXAMPLE THAN THE LATE MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
Martin: I HAVE DREAM... 

(Audience applause) 
Martin: THAT MY FOUR LITTLE CHILDREN WILL ONE DAY LIVE IN A NATION WHERE THEY WILL NOT BE JUDGED BY THE COLOUR OF THEIR SKIN BUT BY THE CONTENT OF THEIR CHARACTER. I HAVE A DREAM TODAY. 

(Sombre instrumental music) 

♪ 
Martin: WE ARE SAYING, BECAUSE OF OUR LOVE FOR DEMOCRACY, WE CAN'T WAIT ANY LONGER. WE ARE TIRED OF BEING BEATEN. WE ARE TIRED OF BEING MURDERED. WE ARE TIRED OF BEING SHOT DOWN. 

(Audience cheering) BECAUSE OF OUR LOVE FOR DEMOCRACY WE CAN'T WAIT ANY LONGER. THE SHAPE OF THE WORLD TODAY DOES NOT AFFORD AMERICA THE LUXURY OF SLOW MOVEMENT. NOW IS THE TIME TO MAKE REAL THE PROMISES OF DEMOCRACY. BEFORE JEFFERSON ETCHED ACROSS THE PAGES OF HISTORY THE MAJESTIC WORDS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, WE WERE HERE. 

(Audience cheering) 
Martin: BEFORE THE BEAUTIFUL WORDS OF THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER WERE WRITTEN, WE WERE HERE. 

(Cheering) 
Martin: BECAUSE THE GOAL OF AMERICA IS FREEDOM. ABUSED AND SCORNED FOR WE MAY BE, OUR DESTINY IS TIED UP WITH THE DESTINY OF AMERICA. IT IS A CRUEL JEST TO SAY TO A BOOTLESS MAN THAT HE OUGHT TO LIFT HIMSELF BY HIS OWN BOOTSTRAPS. 

♪ 
Martin: A NATION THAT CONTINUES YEAR AFTER YEAR TO SPEND MORE MONEY ON MILITARY DEFENCE, NOT ON PROGRAMS OF SOCIAL UPLIFT, IS APPROACHING SPIRITUAL DEATH. WHEN WE LET IT RING FROM EVERY VILLAGE AND EVERY HAMLET, FROM EVERY STATE AND EVERY CITY, WE WILL BE ABLE TO SPEED UP THAT DAY WHEN ALL OF GOD'S CHILDREN, BLACK MEN AND WHITE MEN, JEWS AND GENTILES, PROTESTANTS AND CATHOLIC, WILL BE ABLE TO JOIN HANDS AND SING IN THE WORDS OF THE OLD NEGRO SPIRITUAL, "FREE AT LAST! FREE AT LAST! THANK GOD ALMIGHTY, WE ARE FREE AT LAST!" 

(Cheers and applause) 
Kim: COMING UP, THE CONNECTION BETWEEN ILLITERACY AND AIDS IN AFRICA. 
Dennis: IF THE CHILDREN HAVE THE ABILITY TO GO TO SCHOOL, THEY DON'T HAVE TO WORRY SO MUCH IF THEY'RE GOING TO GET A MIDDAY MEAL OR IF THEY'RE GOING TO GET A MEAL IN THE EVENING WHEN THEY GO BACK HOME. 

[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]
(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ BREAK ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]
[ Caption:  KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS ]

Kim: RECENTLY, ROCK MUSICIAN AND ACTIVIST BONO ANNOUNCED THE RED CREDIT CARD WITH A PORTION OF THE FUNDS BEING SPENT VIA THE CARD HELPING TO FIGHT AIDS AND OTHER DISEASES IN AFRICA. HERE'S A CLIP. 
[ Caption:  BONO - MUSICIAN/ ACTIVIST ]

Bono: THIS IS, UM, THIS IS REALLY SEXY TO ME. WE'RE NOT WINNING IN THE WAR AGAINST AIDS, WHICH IS WHAT WE'RE HERE TO TALK ABOUT. WE'RE LOSING IT. 
Kim: ANOTHER ORGANIZATION TRYING TO FIGHT AIDS IN AFRICA IS THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAM. THEY MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTE LITERATURE THAT SHOWS THE LINK BETWEEN NUTRITION, LITERACY AND AIDS, AS OUR CAMERAS FOUND OUT WHEN THEY TRAVELLED TO KENYA TWO YEARS AGO. 

(Tribal chanting and singing in other language) 

♪ 

[ Caption:  BUSIA REGION, KENYA ]

[ Caption:  DENNIS TAVEN - FIELD MONITOR, WORLD FOOD PROGRAM ]

Dennis: TODAY, WE ARE DOING A DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD UNDER THE PROGRAM "CARE AND NUTRITION FOR HIV-AFFECTED PERSONS." WE HAVE A LARGE NUMBER OF ADULTS WHO ARE BEDRIDDEN DUE TO THE EFFECTS OF THE DISEASE. AND MOST OF THEM ARE UNABLE TO DO ANY WORK TO GET INCOME TO THE FAMILY. IF WE HAVE FOOD AND SECURITY IN THE FAMILIES, THEY ARE ABLE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF, FOR EXAMPLE, EDUCATION. IF THE CHILDREN HAVE THE ABILITY TO GO TO SCHOOL, THEY DON'T HAVE TO WORRY SO MUCH IF THEY'RE GOING TO GET A MIDDAY MEAL OR IF THEY'RE GOING TO GET A MEAL IN THE EVENING WHEN THEY GO BACK HOME. OTHERWISE, THEY WOULD SPEND MUCH OF THIS TIME SEARCHING FOR THE FOOD. 
[ Caption:  MARY MAKOKHA - PROGRAM MANAGER ]

Mary: SOMEONE WHO IS LITERATE CAN GRASP FASTER THAN SOMEBODY WHO IS ILLITERATE. AND SOMEBODY WHO IS LITERATE CAN EVEN BE EDUCATED TO AVOID RISKY BEHAVIOUR, EVEN TO ABANDON SOME OF THE RISKY CULTURAL PRACTICES. 
[ Caption:  DOROTHY OWIDA - DEVELOPMENT OFFICER, BUSIA, KENYA ]

Dorothy: THE MATERIAL THAT W.F.P. PRODUCES TO SUPPORT US IN INFORMATION SHARING IS VERY, VERY USEFUL BECAUSE SOME OF THE PARTNERS WHO ARE IN THIS PROJECT ARE NOT PARTICULARLY NUTRITIONISTS AND, THEREFORE, RELATING THE NUTRITION TO HIV/AIDS MAY NOT BE VERY, VERY OBVIOUS. BUT GOING THROUGH THE LITERATURE, YOU CAN SEE A DIRECT RELATIONSHIP AND YOU'RE ABLE TO DISSEMINATE THAT AS ONE OF THE MODES OF INTERVENTION IN MANAGING HIV/AIDS. SO WE WANT TO HAVE MORE OF IT. IF WE CAN GET IT DOWN TO THE COMMUNITIES, I THINK IT WILL BE MUCH MORE USEFUL. 

♪ 
(Speaking in other language: Voice of Female translator) 
[ Caption:  KENNETH SOL  - WORLD FOOD PROGRAM RECIPIENT ]

Female Translator: HE SAYS THAT BEFORE HE CONNECTED WITH THE R.E.E.P. AND W.F.P., HE LIVED HERE WITH HIS CHILDREN AND IT WAS A BIG PROBLEM BECAUSE THESE CHILDREN HAD TO GO AND TILL THE LAND TO LOOK FOR FOOD AND THEY NEVER WENT TO SCHOOL. BUT SINCE HE STARTED GETTING THE FOOD, NOW HIS CHILDREN GO TO SCHOOL. AND HE'S ALSO GRATEFUL TO THE GOVERNMENT THAT NOW THERE IS FREE PRIMARY EDUCATION. SO THE CHILDREN ARE ABLE TO GO TO SCHOOL AND ALSO TO HAVE FOOD. 

(Percussive world beat music) 
Mary: WHEN I CAME INTO THIS COMMUNITY, I CAME WITH THE AIDS MESSAGE, YET THAT WAS THE TIME WHERE DENIAL ABOUT HIV WAS VERY, VERY HIGH. PEOPLE PREFERRED JUST SAYING IT IS MAGIC, IT IS WITCHCRAFT. BUT SAYING THAT AIDS WAS A PROBLEM HERE WAS NOT EASY. AND WHEN I STARTED OFF, UH, THERE WAS A VERY BIG ATTACK RIGHT FROM THE POLITICIANS, FROM THE EDUCATED PEOPLE SAYING I WAS DESTROYING THE COMMUNITY'S IMAGE BY SAYING THAT AIDS IS AN ISSUE. THEN FINALLY IT'S LIKE PEOPLE JUST SAY, "OKAY, IT'S A PROBLEM AND WE HAVE IT AND THERE IS NO USE HIDING." 

(Slow world beat music) 
Kim: CURRENTLY, ABOUT 14 MILLION PEOPLE ARE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS. IN THIS PAST YEAR, MORE THAN THREE MILLION PEOPLE HAVE DIED. IN THE BUSIA REGION OF KENYA, SOME COMMUNITY WORKERS ESTIMATE THE HIV/AIDS INFECTION RATE IS AROUND 30%. 
[ Caption:  WENSLAUAS ODIPO - LIVING WITH HIV ]

Wenslauas: I USED TO HELP MY MOM BUT NOW THEY'RE ESTRANGED TO ME BECAUSE OF SICKNESS. NOW I'M JOBLESS. I CANNOT WORK. NOW MY MOM, THERE'S NO WAY SHE CAN BE HELPED. PLUS MY FAMILY, WITH SCHOOL FEES NOW, THEY ARE NOT SCHOOLING. I DON'T KNOW IF NEXT YEAR THEY WILL GO TO SCHOOL. 

(Speaking in other language) 
[ Caption:  MY FIRST SON HAS FIVE KIDS AND WENSLAUS HAS SEVEN CHILDREN, PLUS ME. SO I HAVE THIRTEEN MOUTHS TO FEED, AND I'M OLD.  NOW, THAT I DON'T HAVE SONS TO RELY ON FOR INCOME, I'M FINDING IT DIFFICULT.  ESPECIALLY TO CARE FOR THE YOUNG KIDS, WHO NEED A LOT OF ATTENTION. THE ONES WHO ARE GOING TO SCHOOL HAVE NOW DROPPED OUT. THE ONES IN SECONDARY SCHOOL HAVE ALL LEFT. ]
Mary: THERE IS SO MUCH STIGMA ATTACHED TO HIV BECAUSE OF THE SEX PART. WHAT WE ARE NOW TRYING TO TELL PEOPLE IS AIDS IS JUST A DISEASE LIKE ANY OTHER AND IT IS NOT TRUE THAT EVERYBODY WHO GETS AIDS HAS BEEN BAD, HAS BEEN A PROSTITUTE. AT THE SAME TIME, SOME OF OUR CULTURAL PRACTICES ACTUALLY BRING AIDS AND YET THAT'S HOW WE HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UP. LIKE WHEN SOMEONE DIES, THEN WE HAVE TO BE SHAVING OUR HEADS, EVERYBODY USING THE SAME RAZOR BLADE. UM, WE HAVE THINGS LIKE WE HAVE A LOT OF QUACK DOCTORS. PEOPLE HARDLY GO TO HOSPITAL HERE. BUT THERE IS THIS PERSON WHO WILL COME AND INJECT A WHOLE FAMILY USING THE SAME NEEDLE. I MEAN, SUCH PEOPLE GET AIDS THROUGH NO FAULT OF THEIR OWN. AND THEN WE HAVE TRADITIONAL CULTURAL PRACTICES; LIKE WHEN MY HUSBAND DIES, THE BROTHER IS SUPPOSED TO MARRY ME. WHAT ABOUT IF MY HUSBAND DIED OF AIDS? THEN I WILL INFECT THE BROTHER AND THE BROTHER WILL IN TURN INFECT THE WIFE. UNFORTUNATELY, AGAIN, WE ARE QUITE A POLYGAMIST COMMUNITY. SO YOU FIND ONE MAN GETTING AIDS INFECTING EVEN EIGHT WOMEN, HIS WIVES AND ALL THAT. THAT'S WHY THE PREVALENCE SEEMS TO BE VERY, VERY HIGH. AND THEN I WOULD SAY THIS PLACE IS HIGHLY CATHOLIC. CATHOLICS DON'T SUPPORT CONDOM USE SO PEOPLE TAKE RISKS. AT THE SAME TIME, WE ALSO HAVE COMMERCIAL SEX, ESPECIALLY AMONG THE ORPHANS. TAKE AN ORPHAN, MAYBE A YOUNG GIRL WHO IS ONLY 15, AND HER PARENTS DIE AND LEAVE HER WITH OTHER CHILDREN TO TAKE CARE OF. YOU FIND IN MOST CASES, THIS GIRL WILL START PRACTICING COMMERCIAL SEX SO THAT SHE CAN FEED THE OTHER CHILDREN. IN THE PROCESS, SHE KNOWS VERY LITTLE ABOUT AIDS. SHE CANNOT PROTECT HERSELF. SHE CANNOT TELL THE MEN TO USE CONDOMS SO SHE JUST GETS INFECTED. THAT'S WHY WE HAVE A LOT OF AIDS JUST WITHIN A FAMILY. THE MOTHER DIES OF AIDS. THE FATHER DIES OF AIDS. THE CHILDREN DIE OF AIDS. IT'S JUST THAT VICIOUS CIRCLE. 
Kim: MORE THAN 13 MILLION CHILDREN WORLDWIDE UNDER THE AGE OF 15 HAVE ALREADY LOST THEIR MOTHERS OR BOTH PARENTS TO AIDS. MORE THAN 90% OF THESE CHILDREN LIVE IN AFRICA. 

(Percussive world beat music) 

♪ 
Mary: ISAAC'S DAY IS QUITE BUSY. IN FACT, IT'S LIKE HE HAS NO TIME TO PLAY. HE IS NO LONGER A CHILD. HE IS VERY BUSY. HE SAYS WHEN HE WAKES UP IN THE MORNING, FIRST, HE GOES TO THE GARDEN TO TILL. AFTER SOME TIME, UH, HE COMES BACK TO THE HOUSE. THERE'S NO BREAKFAST NORMALLY. HE WASHES HIS FEET AND GOES TO SCHOOL. THEN HE HAS TO RUSH BACK IF THERE IS ANY MEAL AT HOME, TO COME AND COOK. IF THERE IS NOTHING THEN HE DOESN'T COME BACK HOME. IF THERE'S ANYTHING, HE COMES AND COOKS AND THEN GOES BACK TO SCHOOL FOR THE THREE LESSONS. HE COMES BACK HOME, THEN GOES BACK TO THE GARDEN AGAIN TO DIG. IF THERE IS ANYTHING TO EAT FOR SUPPER, AFTER DIGGING, HE STARTS PREPARING SUPPER. AND THEN AFTER THAT, NOW HE JUST PREPARES TO GO TO BED. IT'S A FULL DAY. 

♪ 
[ Caption:  TESEMA NEGASH - KENYAN DIRECTOR, WORLD FOOD PROGRAM ]

Tesema: IN AFRICAN TRADITION AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE, WE ARE NOT SUPPOSED TO SEE ORPHANS BECAUSE THEY ARE TO BE TAKEN CARE OF BY THE EXTENDED FAMILY. BUT UNFORTUNATELY, BECAUSE OF THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION IN MANY AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND THE BREAKDOWN IN SOCIAL STRUCTURE, IT REQUIRES A SPECIAL ATTENTION OF OUTSIDERS TO SUPPORT THESE ORPHANS TO LEAD A DECENT LIFE. 
Mary: THE FOOD PROJECT HAS IMPROVED SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. CHILDREN WHO WERE NOT GOING TO SCHOOL BECAUSE THERE WAS NO FOOD OR CHILDREN WHO COULD NOT GO HOME FOR LUNCH BECAUSE THERE WAS NO FOOD ARE NOW IN SCHOOL. AND YOU SEE, WHEN A CHILD IS FULL THEN EVEN THEY LEARN BETTER. AND, LIKE, WHEN A CHILD IS DOZING, IS LOOKING VERY TIRED BECAUSE THEY ARE HUNGRY, YOU KNOW-- THERE WAS ONE TEACHER WHO SAID NOW CHILDREN COME TO SCHOOL SMILING BECAUSE THE BELL RINGS AND THEY RUSH HOME. THEY KNOW THERE IS SOMETHING TO EAT. WE GIVE LITERATURE AND ALSO DURING OUR DISTRIBUTION, WE TAKE TIME TO JUST TALK ABOUT AIDS, TO TALK ABOUT WHAT THE FOOD IS ABOUT AND THAT WAY PEOPLE COME TO LEARN. IN FACT, THAT'S ONE REASON WHY THE BUSIA PEOPLE ARE VERY OPEN ABOUT THEIR HIV STATUS. PEOPLE HAVE GONE PUBLIC AND THEY KNOW QUITE A LOT NOW. 

(Percussive world beat music) 

♪ 
Kim: UP NEXT, HIP HOP JUSTICE. 
Nelson: WHAT N.W.A. DID WAS TOOK AWAY THE POLITICS AND JUST KEPT THE NIHILISM. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]
[ BREAK ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption:  THE WORD THIS WEEK ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK. THE LITERARY MAGAZINE THE COOK HAS A REVIEW CALLED BEASTS OF NO NATION, AN ASTONISHING DEBUT. IT'S AUTHOR IS UZODINMA IWEALA, AN AMERICAN OF NIGERIAN ANCESTRY. IT'S THE STORY OF A CHILD SOLDIER IN AFRICA AND HIS DESCENT INTO HELL. IT'S A WORK OF FICTION BUT IT'S INSPIRED BY FACT. 

(Chanting in other language) 

♪ 
[ Caption:  KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS ]

[ Caption:  UZODINMA IWEALA - BEASTS OF NO NATION ]

Uzodinma: I DECIDED JUST TO WRITE BEASTS OF NO NATION AFTER SPEAKING WITH CHINA KEITETSI, WHO IS A FORMER UGANDAN CHILD SOLDIER. WE HAD INVITED HER TO SPEAK AT THE HARVARD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION AND, AFTERWARDS, I WAS LUCKY ENOUGH TO HAVE A CONVERSATION WITH HER. AND SHE WAS ASKING ME WHAT I STUDIED AND I WAS, LIKE, "I'M STUDYING ENGLISH BUT MY PARENTS, I GUESS, WOULD REALLY LIKE ME TO GO TO MEDICAL SCHOOL." AND SHE SAID AFTER THAT, "OH, WELL, I HAVE NO PARENTS." 
Man: HOW ARE YOU? 

(Crowd responds) 
Uzodinma: AFTER HEARING THAT, YOU KNOW, ONE JUST HAS TO WONDER REALLY ABOUT WHAT SOMEBODY WHO'S BEEN THROUGH A SITUATION HAS GONE THROUGH. AND SO I THINK THAT'S SORT OF WHAT SPURRED ME TO WRITE BEASTS OF NO NATION, IS TRYING TO UNRAVEL THAT COMMENT AND REALLY UNDERSTAND WHAT THAT MEANS. 

(Tribal chanting and singing in other language) 

♪ 
Uzodinma: ONE OF THE BIGGEST ISSUES WITH MY WRITING THIS BOOK AND SORT OF THE BIGGEST DEBATES IN MY HEAD-- AND IT'S STILL A DEBATE THAT GOES ON-- IT'S LIKE AUTHENTICITY. LIKE, DO I HAVE A RIGHT, YOU KNOW, AS SOMEBODY WHO HASN'T BEEN IN SUCH A TERRIBLE SITUATION, TO TRY TO TELL THIS STORY? AND IF SO, HOW DO YOU DO THAT IN A WAY THAT IS LEGITIMATE AND SORT OF SYMPATHETIC BUT, AT THE SAME TIME, SHOWS THE HORRORS OF THE SITUATION? WITH REGARDS TO LIT AND FICTION, I MEAN, I THINK IT PROVIDES YOU WITH A VERY DIFFERENT, YOU KNOW, A DIFFERENT WAY OF ENTERING INTO A SUBJECT, A WAY THAT ALLOWS YOU IN A LOT OF CASES TO CONNECT A LOT MORE. IF IT'S GOOD FICTION, YOU GET INVOLVED IN THE LIVES OF YOUR CHARACTERS AND THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE THAT YOU KNOW WHO YOU'RE READING ABOUT AND YOU REALLY LOSE YOURSELF OR ARE ABLE TO SORT OF TAKE ON A DIFFERENT ROLE AND A DIFFERENT LIFE AND REALLY EXPERIENCE, YOU KNOW, IN A WAY THAT YOU WOULDN'T IF YOU'RE JUST READING, YOU KNOW, SOMEBODY ELSE'S FACTUAL WORK. 
Kim: IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE BUT HIP HOP IS OVER 25 YEARS OLD AND IT'S A POTENT FORCE ON THE WORLD SCENE. THERE'S LOTS OF BOOKS ON THE SUBJECT. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED, PICK ONE OF THEM UP, VERSE YOURSELF IN SOME OF THE MOST POTENT FORCES GOING IN YOUTH CULTURE TODAY. THERE'S ALSO A GREAT MOVIE OUT CALLED HIP HOP JUSTICE. IT'S PROBABLY PLAYING AT A REPERTORY THEATRE OR A TELEVISION SET NEAR YOU. HERE'S A TREAT FOR YOU. HERE'S A GLIMPSE OF HIP HOP JUSTICE. 
[ Caption:  EXCERPT FROM HIP HOP JUSTICE - COURTESY OF DIGITAL RANCH PRODUCTIONS ]

Male Narrator: HIP HOP, IT'S ONE OF THE MOST DOMINANT CULTURAL FORCES ON THE PLANET. AS THE NEW VOICE OF STRUGGLE AND REBELLION AGAINST AUTHORITY, HIP HOP HAS THE POWER NOT ONLY TO SELL RECORDS BUT TO SHAPE MINDS. FOR MANY, RAP MUSIC IS A MIRROR AFFECTING SOCIAL REALITIES AND INJUSTICE. 
Russell: HIP HOP IS ABOUT POVERTY. IT'S ABOUT PEOPLE'S PERCEPTION OF THEIR POVERTY AND THEIR STRUGGLE TO GET OUT OF THAT POVERTY. 

(Sirens wailing) 
Narrator: TO OTHERS, IT'S THE SOUND OF PURE TROUBLE, A CULTURE CONNECTED AT THE HIP WITH VIOLENT CRIME. 
Man: IT CELEBRATES DRUG USE, DEGRADATION OF WOMEN, VIOLENCE TO RESOLVE DISPUTES, "I'M TOUGHER THAN YOU ARE." THOSE AREN'T AMERICAN VALUES. 
Narrator: NOW, HIP HOP SUPERSTARS AND MOGULS HAVE INCREASINGLY FOUND THEMSELVES IN A NEW ROLE: SUSPECT AND DEFENDANT. 
C-Murder: IT'S TROPHY. I MEAN, THEY WANT TO SEND A MESSAGE OUT TO EVERYBODY, "LOOK, WE GOT C-MURDER. WE CAN GET ANY BLACK MAN THAT WE WANT." 
Ice-T: I'VE BEEN FEELING LIKE THAT MY WHOLE LIFE. I MEAN, EVER SINCE I'VE BEEN IN HIGH SCHOOL, COPS HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING ME. THEY'RE PROBABLY TAPING THIS CONVERSATION RIGHT NOW. 
Narrator: ARE RAPPERS A MENACE TO SOCIETY, PROFITING FROM CRIMES CHRONICLED IN THEIR LYRICS OR ARE THESE ARTISTS BEING PERSECUTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT FOR TAPPING THE RAGE OF AMERICA'S UNDERCLASS? 10 YEARS AFTER ITS BIRTH IN LATE '70s NEW YORK, HIP HOP MUSIC AND CULTURE HAVE GAINED A TOEHOLD IN THE NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS. BUT THE ANGER AND REBELLION THAT HAD LURKED IN THE BACKGROUND WAS STARTING TO TAKE CENTRE-STAGE. NEW ACTS, LIKE PUBLIC ENEMY, BROUGHT TO RAP A MESSAGE OF BLACK SELF-RELIANCE. 

(Sirens wailing) 

(Funky hip hop music) 
Narrator: AN EVEN MORE DEFIANT SOUND CAME OUT OF THE GANG-RAVAGED NEIGHBOURHOODS OF SOUTH-CENTRAL LOS ANGELES IN THE FORM OF A GROUP THAT CALLED ITSELF N.W.A. OR NIGGERS WITH ATTITUDE. 
Nelson: WHAT N.W.A. DID WAS TOOK AWAY THE POLITICS AND JUST KEPT THE NIHILISM. 
[ Caption:  www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: EVERY COUPLE OF WEEKS WE ASSIGN A BOOK AS PART OF OUR READING CIRCLE. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN JOINING, GO TO OUR WEBSITE, booktelevision.com. CHECK OUT THE BOOK THAT'S BEEN ASSIGNED FOR THIS WEEK, READ IT, GIVE US SOME INPUT. WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU THINK. 'TIL NEXT TIME, I'M K.C.C. 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

♪ 
[ CREDITS ]

(Closed captions created by Bravo!)   
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