The Word This Week

5-19

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 

♪ 

Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, THE JESUS PAPERS: WAS THE CRUCIFIXION A CONSPIRACY? 

Michael: HE COULDN'T EXECUTE JESUS BECAUSE IF HE EXECUTED JESUS, WHO WAS SUPPORTING THE ROMAN POSITION, PILATE HIMSELF WOULD BE EXECUTED. 

Kim: RUDY WEAVES' MEMORIES OF GROWING UP IN THE CANADIAN WILDERNESS... 

Rudy: ONE OF THE THINGS I LOVED ABOUT-- I STILL LOVE ABOUT MY CHILDHOOD IS THE WAY I LEARNED TO LIVE OUT OF DOORS WITHOUT BEING AFRAID OF IT. 

Kim: ...AND THE HAY HOUSE, A SUCCESSFUL SPIRITUAL BUSINESS. 

Reid: WHEN WE STARTED IN 1988, THERE WASN'T EVEN A SELF-HELP SECTION IN A BOOKSTORE. ANY BOOKS LIKE THIS WERE ALL IN WHAT THEY CALLED THE "NEW AGE" OR "OCCULT" SECTION. AND NOW THE SELF-HELP SECTION IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: HELLO, THERE, AND WELCOME TO THE SHOW. I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. EVEN THOUGH THE AUTHORS OF THE HOLY BLOOD, HOLY GRAIL LOST A COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT CASE RECENTLY AGAINST DAN BROWN, AUTHOR OF THE DA VINCI CODE, THERE IS NO DENYING THAT THE HOLY BLOOD, HOLY GRAIL OPENED THE DOOR FOR ALL KINDS OF REINTERPRETATIONS OF RELIGIOUS HISTORY. 
NOW MICHAEL BAIGENT, ONE OF THE AUTHORS BEHIND HOLY BLOOD, HOLY GRAIL, HAS A BRAND NEW CONSPIRACY THEORY BOOK OUT, ENTITLED THE JESUS PAPERS. IN IT HE CONTENDS THAT JESUS, IN COLLUSION WITH PONTIUS PILATE, DID NOT DIE ON THE CROSS. 

[ Caption: Michael Baigent, The Jesus Papers ]

Michael: PILATE WAS THE ROMAN PREFECT OF JUDEA. HE ONLY HAD TWO ROLES. ONE WAS TO REMIT THE TAXES TO ROME, THE OTHER WAS TO KEEP PEACE IN JUDEA. HE HAD A JEWISH LEADER, JESUS, SAYING, "PAY THE TAXES." TOTAL DILEMMA: HE COULDN'T EXECUTE JESUS BECAUSE IF HE EXECUTED JESUS, WHO WAS SUPPORTING THE ROMAN POSITION, PILATE HIMSELF WOULD BE EXECUTED. 
HE HAD TO COLLUDE ON MAKING SURE THAT JESUS SURVIVED. NOW, THEY NEEDED SOME WAY OF REMOVING JESUS FROM THE SCENE. THE CRUCIFIXION WAS A GOOD ONE BUT A VERY HIGH-RISK ONE BECAUSE --VERY DIFFICULT TO SURVIVE. THE CRUCIFIXION WAS BASICALLY BEING TORTURED TO DEATH. 
SO WHAT DID THEY DO? THEY REDUCED THE TRAUMA BY RENDERING HIM UNCONSCIOUS. THEY GOT HIM DOWN FROM THE CROSS VERY QUICKLY, THEY GOT HIM INTO A SEPULCHRE, WHERE LATER THAT NIGHT, AS THE GOSPELS TELL US, THEY CAME AND MINISTERED TO HIM WITH VARIOUS MEDICINAL SPICES-- SPICES WHICH WERE MEDICINAL, NOT EMBALMING. 
SO EVERYTHING IS ACTUALLY THERE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT, IT'S JUST WE'VE GOT TO TAKE A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE RATHER THAN A THEOLOGICAL ONE. 

[ Caption: The Passion Of The Christ, Courtesy of Equinox Films ]

(Dramatic instrumental music) 

Kim: OF COURSE, IF BAIGENT IS CORRECT, THEN THE MIRACLE OF THE RESURRECTION ON WHICH THE WHOLE OF CHRISTIANITY IS BUILT NEVER HAPPENED. AND THE FAITH AND THE AUTHORITY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH WOULD BE UNDERMINED. 

♪ 
Kim: YOU ALSO REINTERPRET THE ROLE OF MARY MAGDALENE. AND SHE PLAYS-- IN YOUR WORK SHE PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING. 

Michael: SHE HAS TO. YOU LOOK AT THE SECOND-CENTURY DOCUMENTS, IT'S ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THAT JESUS HAD A VERY EASY AND CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WOMEN MEMBERS OF HIS ENTOURAGE. AND HE HAD A PARTICULARLY CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH MARY MAGDALENE. WE POSTULATED 25 YEARS AGO THAT MARY AND JESUS WERE MARRIED AND HAD CHILDREN, AND I SEE NO REASON TO CHANGE MY MIND ON THAT TODAY. I THINK THAT STANDS. 
BUT, OF COURSE, THERE WERE PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH IN THE SECOND CENTURY WHO DIDN'T LIKE THIS VERY MUCH; PEOPLE LIKE TORTELLI AND "ARENIUS." AND BY THE END OF THE SECOND CENTURY YOU GOT THIS ERADICATION OF THE WHOLE FEMININE COMPONENT, THE FEMININE CONTRIBUTION TO CHRISTIANITY. 
AND, OF COURSE, THEOLOGICALLY THERE'S NO PROBLEM WITH A WOMAN BEING A PRIEST, A BISHOP, EVEN POPE. WHY NOT? THERE'S NO THEOLOGICAL REASON FOR GENDER TO BE INVOLVED WITH SPIRITUALITY. THAT'S NONSENSE. 

Kim: YOU REALLY ARE IN THE EYE OF THE STORM, SO TO SPEAK, RIGHT NOW BECAUSE EVERYONE SEEMS TO BE CONCERNED WITH SPIRITUAL QUESTIONS, REINTERPRETATION OF HISTORY. UM, WHAT ARE YOU THINKING AND GOING THROUGH RIGHT NOW? 

Michael: I CARE. I CARE ABOUT THINGS SPIRITUAL BECAUSE IT'S IMPORTANT. I THINK WE NEED SPIRITUALITY LIKE-- AS WE NEED AIR, WATER, FOOD, THAT WE NEED MEANING IN OUR LIVES. IF WE DON'T HAVE MEANING, WE ARE VULNERABLE TO MANIPULATION. WE NEED TO FIND THIS MEANING FOR OURSELVES RATHER THAN TAKING IT THROUGH BELIEF FROM A SYSTEM. I'M VERY OPPOSED TO SYSTEMS. 
AND I THINK THE WORLD HAS CHANGED SINCE HOLY BLOOD EMERGED. PEOPLE, IN THIS SENSE, ARE MUCH MORE SOPHISTICATED, THEY'RE MUCH MORE OPEN TO ALTERNATIVE PERSPECTIVES ON THE BELIEF SYSTEMS THAT WE WERE RAISED IN AND PERHAPS ALWAYS TRUSTED. THE TRUST IS STARTING TO GO BECAUSE THE LEADERS OF THOSE SYSTEMS HAVE BETRAYED US, IN MY OPINION. 
AND THE PROBLEM IS WHEN THESE SYSTEMS START BLEEDING INTO THE POLITICS AND STARTED AFFECTING THE POLITICS, I THINK WE HAVE VERY DANGEROUS SITUATIONS. AND I THINK PEOPLE ARE LOOKING AT WHAT'S HAPPENING, SEEING THE DANGERS, AND WANTING TO PULL BACK SLIGHTLY. BUT THEY CAN'T PULL BACK WITHOUT SOME KNOWLEDGE, WITHOUT SOME UNDERSTANDING, WHICH IS WHY I SAY KEEP ASKING QUESTIONS. 

Kim: ONE OF MICHAEL BAIGENT'S FAVOURITE SUBJECTS IS THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS. THEY GUARDED THE ROUTES OF THE PILGRIMS IN THE MIDDLE AGES. ONE OF THE ROUTES THEY GUARDED IS THE WAY OF SAINT JAMES: FRANCE INTO NORTHERN SPAIN. MANY PEOPLE TAKE IT EVEN TO THIS DAY. ONE SUCH PERSON IS SUE KENNEY. SHE TOOK THE ROUTE, CHANGED HER LIFE, WROTE A BOOK, MY CAMINO. 
Sue: THE PATH IS CALLED THE CAMINO DE SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA. 

Kim: AND WHAT IS IT? 

[ Caption: Sue Kenny, My Camino ]

Sue: WHAT IS IT? IT'S A MEDIEVAL PILGRIMAGE ROUTE THAT RUNS THROUGH SPAIN. THERE ARE FIVE DIFFERENT ROUTES, ACTUALLY. BUT THE MAIN ROUTE IS THE FRENCH ROUTE. AND I WALKED THE PATH COVERING 780 KM. I LEFT FROM SAINT JEAN PIED DE PORT, CROSSED OVER THE PYRENEES MOUNTAINS, AND MADE MY WAY TO SANTIAGO. THAT IS THE PLACE WHERE THE REMAINS OF THE APOSTLE SAINT JAMES ARE ALLEGEDLY BURIED. 
AND SO PILGRIMS FROM THE PAST WOULD WALK FROM ALL OVER EUROPE, AND THEY WOULD MEET ON THE PATH AND THEN ARRIVE IN SANTIAGO BECAUSE THEY BELIEVED THAT IF THEY WERE CLOSE TO THE REMAINS OF AN APOSTLE THAT THEY WERE CLOSER TO GOD. 

(Lively percussive music) 

♪ 

Kim: THERE ARE OTHER BOOKS ABOUT THIS SPIRITUAL PATH. IN 2000, ACTRESS SHIRLEY MACLAINE PUBLISHED A BOOK ABOUT HER PILGRIMAGE EXPERIENCE ENTITLED THE CAMINO. 
[ Caption: Shirley Maclaine, The Camino ]

Shirley: THE POINT OF IT IS TO RESONATE TO THE UNRESOLVED CONFLICTS IN YOUR OWN ALIGNMENT OF MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT. THE CAMINO WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN, UH, CARVED UNDER THE CONFIGURATION OF THE MILKY WAY. 
SO, THE WHOLE POINT OF DOING IT IS TO ALIGN WITH THE STARS, WITH THE EARTH, MOTHER EARTH, AND YOURSELF, SO THAT'S MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT. 

Kim: TRAVELLERS CAN JOURNEY BY THREE MEANS: YOU CAN WALK, YOU CAN GO BY HORSE OR YOU CAN RIDE A BIKE. IN EACH VILLAGE YOU PASS THROUGH, THERE IS AN OFFICIAL CAMINO STATION WHERE YOU HAVE YOUR (Word in other language) STAMPED TO PROVE YOU HAVE TAKEN THE CORRECT PILGRIMAGE ROUTE. 

Sue: I HAD A GREAT EXPERIENCE. I MET A LITTLE SPANISH MAN THIS MORNING WHO WAS WALKING ALONG THE ROAD. AND HE WAS CARRYING A TRANSISTOR RADIO, AND HE HAD A WALKING STICK THAT HE'D CARVED. 
HE WALKED RIGHT UP TO ME AND HANDED ME THE WALKING STICK, AND IN HIS OWN WORDS, MANAGED TO EXPRESS TO ME HIS DESIRE FOR ME TO TAKE THE WALKING STICK AND THEN PRAY FOR HIM WHEN I ARRIVED IN SANTIAGO. 

(Woman singing on radio) 
Sue: HE'S LISTENING TO THE MASS IN MADRID ON THE RADIO. LISTEN. 

Woman: OH, MY GOD. I'M GETTING CHILLS. 

(Group singing hymn on radio) 
♪ ALLELUIA ♪ 
Kim: SO, IT IS AS SPIRITUAL, AS MYSTICAL AS THEY SAY? 

Sue: YES. WELL, IF YOU THINK OF IT, KIM, PEOPLE HAVE BEEN WALKING FOR 1100 YEARS. AND THE PEOPLE THAT WALK THE CAMINO, THE PILGRIMS THAT WALK, THEY WALK WITH INTENTION. AND SO, WHEN YOU STEP ONTO THE CAMINO, YOU'RE ACTUALLY STEPPING INTO THE FOOTSTEPS OF MILLIONS OF PILGRIMS WHO WALKED WITH INTENTION. 
AS A WOMAN, WHAT I FOUND LIBERATING WAS THAT I COULD WALK ALONE, THAT I COULD BE IN A COUNTRY BY MYSELF WHERE I DIDN'T KNOW THE LANGUAGE, WHERE I DIDN'T KNOW WHERE I WAS GOING. I DIDN'T HAVE A PROPER MAP WITH ME. I JUST FOLLOWED YELLOW ARROWS PAINTED ALL ALONG THE WAY TO SANTIAGO. WHEN I REACHED THE END OF MY JOURNEY, I FELT LIBERATED. I FELT LIKE I COULD DO ANYTHING THAT I REALLY WANTED TO DO. 

(Lively percussive beat) 

♪ 

♪ 

(Clicking) 

Kim: COMING UP, A BOYHOOD IN THE CANADIAN WILDERNESS. 

Rudy: ONE OF THE THINGS I LOVED ABOUT-- I STILL LOVE ABOUT MY CHILDHOOD, IS THE WAY I LEARNED TO LIVE OUT OF DOORS WITHOUT BEING AFRAID OF IT. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Break ] 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK, EVERYBODY. OF THIS EARTH: A MENNONITE BOYHOOD IN THE BOREAL FOREST IS THE LATEST WORK BY RUDY WIEBE. NOW, MR. WIEBE'S IMPACT ON CANADIAN WRITERS IS AS PROFOUND AS NATURE'S IMPACT ON HIM AS HE WAS GROWING UP IN THE CANADIAN WILDERNESS AS PART OF A RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY: THE MENNONITES. 

[ Caption: Rudy Wiebe, Of This Earth ]

Rudy: (Speaking other language) BUT, IN ENGLISH, "THAT HAPPENED SO LONG AGO, IT ALMOST NO LONGER IS SO." MY LATEST BOOK IS OF THIS EARTH, AND THE SUBTITLE TO IT IS A MENNONITE BOYHOOD IN THE BOREAL FOREST. IT'S BASICALLY A LIFE OF A KID GROWING UP. 
THE FIRST 12 YEARS OF MY LIFE, I LIVED IN AN AREA CALLED SPEEDWELL ON A HOMESTEAD IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN WHERE I WAS BORN. AND MY FATHER, I DON'T KNOW HOW HE HEARD ABOUT THE SPEEDWELL COMMUNITY, BUT THERE WERE A WHOLE CLUSTER OF MENNONITES ALREADY SETTLED THERE, MENNONITES FROM RUSSIA WHO SPOKE THE LANGUAGE OF OUR CHURCH, RIGHT? SO THAT THIS WAS A NATURAL ATTRACTION FOR HIM. 
IT'S AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL. IT'S THE STORY OF MY LIFE AS I REMEMBER IT AND AS I THINK ABOUT IT, RIGHT? THE OTHER BOOKS I'VE WRITTEN ARE BASICALLY NOVELS. 

[ Caption: Thomas Wharton, The Logogryph ]

Thomas: RUDY WIEBE HAS WRITTEN PROBABLY 25 BOOKS OR SO. HE HAS WON TWO GOVERNOR GENERAL AWARDS THAT I KNOW OF. THE FIRST ONE WAS FOR THE TEMPTATIONS OF BIG BEAR, THE OTHER ONE WAS FOR A DISCOVERY OF STRANGERS. 
HE IS REALLY A GROUNDBREAKING WRITER FOR THIS PROVINCE. I GUESS YOU COULD CALL HIM THE SOD-BUSTING WRITER. SOMEBODY WHOSE FICTION BECAME WELL KNOWN ON THE NATIONAL STAGE AND SOMEBODY WHO WAS WORKING IN PROSE THAT WAS EXPERIMENTAL AND DIFFICULT AND SO ON. 

[ Caption: Frieda Claasen, Member (Unclear)) Mennonite Church ]

Frieda: SOMEHOW, I THINK RUDY'S WRITING SHOWS THAT BEING A MENNONITE HAS TO BE IN HIS DNA BECAUSE HE UNDERSTANDS US SO WELL. 

[ Caption: Chris Friesen, Ass. Pastor, (Unclear) Mennonite Brethren Church ]

Chris: A MENNONITE IS WHAT HE IS AND SO HE WRITES OUT OF THAT IDENTITY AND ALL THAT KNOWLEDGE. BUT, UH, HIS DEEP INTEREST IN UNDERSTANDING HIS OWN STORY JUST NATURALLY TRANSLATES INTO A CURIOSITY ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE'S STORIES. AND PARTICULARLY, FOR HIM, IN THE STORY OF CANADA'S FIRST NATIONS' PEOPLE. 

Thomas: A FEW WORDS THAT COME TO MIND PRETTY QUICKLY ARE WORDS LIKE VISIONARY. I THINK THAT RUDY IS A WRITER WHO ALWAYS HAD A STRONG VISION FOR HIS WORK AND WHAT HE WANTED TO SAY WITH IT. 
ANOTHER WORD IS DIFFICULT. A LOT OF HIS BOOKS ARE NOT EASY TO READ. THEY MAKE THE READER WORK HARD AND THEY MAKE YOU LEARN HIS LANGUAGE, SO TO SPEAK. 

Frieda: THERE IS A SAYING: IF YOU THROW ROSES, DON'T OMIT THE THORNS. AND RUDY DOES BOTH WELL. 

Rudy: NOW, THE MAIN CHARACTER, I SUPPOSE, IN THIS BOOK, OF THIS EARTH, IS ME. BUT THERE IS A GREAT DEAL ABOUT MY PARENTS, ABOUT MY SIBLINGS. THERE IS A LOT ABOUT THE PLACE WHERE I WAS BORN, BECAUSE THE PLACE IS AS IMPORTANT A CHARACTER AS ANYBODY. 

Thomas: RUDY'S WORK, UH, IS-- IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO IMAGINE IT WITHOUT THINKING ABOUT THE LAND. BECAUSE SO MUCH OF HIS WRITING IS ABOUT THE LAND, THE IMPORTANCE OF PLACE TO PEOPLE AND TO THE COMMUNITIES THEY FORM, AND HOW THEY SEE THEMSELVES. IT'S ALMOST LIKE THE TWO ARE INTERTWINED. 

Rudy: THE LAND WHERE I WAS BORN BASICALLY REVERTED BACK TO THE BUSH. AND RIGHT NOW IT'S JUST BUSH LIKE THIS. YOU CAN'T SEE ANY-- (Laughs) ANYTHING, INCLUDING THE FIELDS THAT WE BUILT. 
WHAT YOU CAN SEE, AND THIS IS INTERESTING, IS THE ROW OF ROCKS THAT MY BROTHERS AND MY FATHER AND MOTHER AND SISTERS PICKED. IT WAS BASICALLY LAND LIKE THIS COVERED BY POPLARS THICK AS GRASS. 

Chris: I THINK RUDY'S UPBRINGING IN THE BOREAL FOREST SHOWS UP MOST POINTEDLY IN THE WAY THAT HE TREATS NATURE IN HIS NOVELS; YOU KNOW, THE LOVING WAY WITH WHICH HE WILL TALK ABOUT THE FOREST OR THE SKY OR THE SNOW IN, YOU KNOW, 10 DIFFERENT WAYS THROUGHOUT THE BOOK. 

Rudy: ONE OF THE THINGS I LOVED ABOUT MY-- WHAT I STILL LOVE ABOUT MY CHILDHOOD IS THE WAY I LEARNED TO LIVE OUT OF DOORS WITHOUT BEING AFRAID OF IT. 

Chris: YOU SENSE, LIKE, THIS IS A PERSON WHO AS A CHILD WAS, LIKE, IMMERSED IN NATURE AND IN THE EXPERIENCE OF NATURE. 

Rudy: I NEVER REMEMBER BEING REALLY, REALLY AFRAID OF THE DARK BECAUSE THE WORLD WAS CONSTANT, RIGHT? AND I LOVED THAT. STILL DO. 

♪ 
Rudy: ALL WRITERS BEGIN AS READERS, AND I WAS A VORACIOUS READER. I READ EVERYTHING IN OUR LITTLE ONE-ROOM SCHOOL. 

Thomas: AND HE'S TALKED ABOUT READING DICKENS, FOR INSTANCE, UM, AS AS A BOY, AND HOW IT WAS ABOUT A WORLD THAT WAS COMPLETELY ALIEN TO THE WORLD THAT HE WAS LIVING IN. AND YET SOMETHING IN IT, HE GOT IT, RIGHT? IT COMMUNICATED SOMETHING TO HIM. 

Rudy: EVEN THE WORLD OF READING IN A LANGUAGE DIFFERENT FROM THE ONE I SPOKE MOST OF THE TIME AT HOME MADE THAT WORLD EVEN MORE MAGICAL. BUT THE OTHER THING THAT LED ME TO WRITING WAS THE STORIES THAT I HEARD IN LOW GERMAN TOLD BY MY PARENTS TO THEIR FRIENDS, ALL OF WHOM WERE IMMIGRANTS FROM RUSSIA. 
AND MENNONITES TELL STORIES, WHAT WE CALL (word in other language); YOU KNOW, "RIPPING OFF A GOOD ONE," FOR EXAMPLE. AND THEY'RE OFTEN COMIC AND OFTEN FUNNY, OR OFTEN VERY SAD AND VERY OPPRESSIVE. BUT A TERRIFIC TRADITION IN STORYTELLING AND CRACKING OF JOKES. 
SO YOU HAVE THIS MARVELLOUS RANGE OF TWO DIFFERENT WORLDS OF STORIES. UH, MAYBE PARTLY THAT'S WHERE MY WRITING COMES FROM, IS THE CONJUNCTION OF THESE TWO WORLDS. 

Thomas: RUDY WAS A PROFESSOR HERE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA FOR 25 YEARS OR MORE. HIS BOOKS, UH, ARE SOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANT EARLY NOVELS ABOUT THIS PART OF THE WORLD. 

Rudy: THE EXPERIENCES OF SPEEDWELL WERE SOME OF THE FIRST THINGS THAT I WROTE ABOUT, THE PEOPLE THAT WERE THERE AND THE KIND OF LANDSCAPE, AND LIVING IN THAT KIND OF HARD-WORKING, LABOURING LANDSCAPE. 

Thomas: UH, HE HIMSELF HAS SAID THAT A PLACE DOESN'T FULLY EXIST UNTIL IT'S WRITTEN ABOUT. AND SO PART OF WHAT MAKES ALBERTA WHAT IT IS IS HIS FICTION. 

Rudy: ONE OF THE THINGS THAT I WAS EXPLORING IN THIS BOOK REALLY WAS, WHAT ARE THE ROOTS? WHAT ARE THE BASIC THINGS OUT OF WHICH YOUR LIFE GROWS? 
WELL, THERE COMES A CERTAIN TIME IN YOUR LIFE WHERE YOU, UH, WHERE YOU SUDDENLY RECOGNIZE, YOU KNOW, YOUR OWN MORTALITY PERHAPS MORE CLEARLY THAN OTHER TIMES. AND IT SEEMED TO ME PARTICULARLY APPROPRIATE THAT IF I WAS GOING TO WRITE ANYTHING ABOUT MY CHILDHOOD I BETTER DO IT NOW. 

(Reading): "THREE SCORE AND 10 YEARS AGO, MY LIFE BEGAN ON THE STONY, GLACIER-HAUNTED EARTH OF WESTERN CANADA; 70 YEARS OF REFUGE UNDER THE SHADOW OF WRATH. AS MY MOTHER SAID, 'NOW IT IS TIME.'" 

(Typewriter dinging) 

Kim: UP NEXT, THE NEW AGE SPIRITUALITY OF HAY HOUSE. 

Jill: IT'S NOT JUST STRAIGHT SELF- HELP. HOWEVER, EVERY BOOK THAT WE DO HELPS TO HEAL THE PLANET IN SOME WAY. 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Break ] 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

(Wheels squeaking) 

(Smooth dance music) 

♪ 

(Cheers and applause) 

[ Caption: Lynn Crosbie, Liar ]

Lynn: YOU'RE RUNNING TO THE BACK. I SWEAR I'M NOT ONE OF THOSE POETS, LIKE, "YOU KNOW WHAT? FIVE MORE POEMS." 

(Laughter) 
Lynn: I DON'T DO THAT, I SWEAR. SO HAVE FAITH. (Exaggerated growl) LIAR! OKAY, THAT'S ENOUGH OF THAT. 

(Reading) "WE NEVER HAD AN ANNIVERSARY. IT WAS TOO DIFFICULT TO CALIBRATE. THE FIRST TIME YOU CHEATED ON YOUR GIRLFRIEND WITH ME; THE FIRST OF MANY TIMES WE WOULD VISIT THE SORDID HOTELS YOU LIKED, RIFE WITH VERMIN, THE WALLS STREAKED WITH BLOOD, THE SOUND OF SCREAMING IN THE HALLWAY, MEN SMASHING TELEPHONES DOWN, CURSING THIS BITCH OR THAT; INFINITE VARIATIONS ON THE THEME OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT. 'YOU WERE SO WILD THEN,' YOU ONCE SAID TO ME. 'I DIDN'T CARE WHO I HURT. I WAS WILD FOR YOU,' WHICH IS WHAT YOU MEANT, AND WHAT I MEAN WHEN I SAY I'M ASHAMED." THANK YOU. 

Woman: I'D BUY IT! 

(Laughs) 

(Audience applause) 

Lynn: RIDE 'EM COWBOY IS UP NEXT. 

(Cheers and applause) 

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK TO THE WORD THIS WEEK. CONTINUING OUR THEME OF SPIRITUALITY, WE TAKE YOU FROM THE PARKS OF TORONTO TO THE CLIFFS OF CALIFORNIA WITH THIS STORY FROM RACHEL HARRY. 

(Mellow jazz music) 

♪ 

♪ 

[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: I'M RACHEL HARRY, AND THIS WEEK BRINGS US TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, WHICH IS PROBABLY THE BIRTHPLACE FOR ALL THINGS NEW AGE. SO IT'S NOT SURPRISING THAT THIS SHOULD ALSO BE THE HOME OF THE SPIRITUAL AND SELF-HELP PUBLISHING EMPIRE ALSO KNOWN AS HAY HOUSE. TAKE A LOOK. 

♪ 

[ Caption: Reid Tracy, Presidect & CEO Hay House ]

Reid: HAY HOUSE WAS STARTED BY LOUISE HAY, AND SHE WROTE A BOOK CALLED YOU CAN HEAL YOUR LIFE BACK IN 1984. SHE SELF-PUBLISHED THE BOOK BECAUSE NO OTHER PUBLISHERS WOULD PUBLISH IT. HER BOOK STARTED TO SELL, AND SHE APPEARED ON OPRAH AND THE PHIL DONAHUE SHOW IN THE SAME WEEK, AND THEN YOU CAN HEAL YOUR LIFE BECAME A BIG BESTSELLER. 

(Mellow techno music) 

[ Caption: Jeannie Liberoti, Sales Director, Hay House ]

Jeannie: OUR WAREHOUSE, 70,000 SQUARE FEET OF IT, HAS GROWN FROM LEAPS AND BOUNDS FOR THE LAST 20 YEARS. WE STARTED OUT WITH JUST A COUPLE OF BOOKS, AND NOW WE'RE AT 43 MILLION IN LAST YEAR, AND WE'RE ALREADY UP 200% THIS YEAR. 
PEOPLE ARE LOOKING FOR ANSWERS, AND THEY'RE LOOKING FOR ANSWERS OUTSIDE OF THE NARROW FIELD OF REGULAR ORGANIZED RELIGION. AND WHAT USED TO BE CONSIDERED MAYBE JUST NEW AGE, IS NOW MAINSTREAM. 

[ Caption: Jill Kramer, Editorial Director, Hay House ]

Jill: WHEN WE FIRST STARTED OUT, WE WERE, I'D SAY, 95% NEW AGE. AND THEN OVER THE YEARS, WE BECAME 50% SELF-HELP, 50% NEW AGE. NOW IT'S MORE LIKE 80% SELF-HELP, 20% NEW AGE, AND THE SELF-HELP NOT ONLY ENCOMPASSES JUST SELF-HELP, BUT IT'S ALSO GENERAL NON-FICTION. 
WE DO FINANCIAL BOOKS. WE DO BOOKS ON PSYCHOLOGY, MOTIVATION. IT'S NOT JUST STRAIGHT SELF-HELP. HOWEVER, EVERY BOOK THAT WE DO HELPS TO HEAL THE PLANET IN SOME WAY. 

Reid: WHEN WE STARTED IN 1998, THERE WASN'T EVEN A SELF-HELP SECTION IN A BOOKSTORE. ANY BOOKS LIKE THIS WERE ALL IN WHAT THEY CALLED THE "NEW AGE" OR "OCCULT" SECTION. AND NOW, THE SELF-HELP SECTION IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST. 

Jill: AS FAR AS WHY HAY HOUSE PRODUCTS SELL SO WELL, I JUST THINK WE PUT OUT THE BEST PRODUCT THERE IS. WE ARE EXTREMELY QUALITY CONSCIOUS. 
I REALLY THINK THAT, YOU KNOW, ENERGY PUT OUT, ENERGY COMES IN. THIS IS SUCH A POSITIVE ENERGY COMPANY, AND SO ETHICAL, AND I REALLY THINK THAT ALL COMES BACK TO US. 

Reid: EVERY BOOK WE DO ISN'T BECAUSE WE THINK IT'S GOING TO BE A BESTSELLER. SOME WE JUST DO FOR CERTAIN AREAS THAT WE THINK THERE SHOULD BE A BOOK THAT PEOPLE NEED HELP IN. SOME WE WANT TO BE BESTSELLERS, AND SOMETIMES WE'RE WRONG, AND WE PICK THE WRONG BOOKS AND NO ONE WANTS THEM, SO. 
(Chuckles) BUT I DON'T THINK THERE'S ANY, LIKE, SCIENCE TO IT. 

♪ 

Diane: WE'RE HERE IN OUR BROADCAST BOOTH AT hayhouseradio.com. THIS IS OUR LITTLE RADIO WORLD. 

Female Announcer: SO THANK YOU VERY MUCH, LORI, FOR CALLING IN, AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU, OKAY? 
[ Caption: Diane Kay, Radio Producer, Hay House ]

Diane: WE'VE ONLY BEEN ON THE AIR A YEAR, AND IT'S AMAZING HOW FAST WE'VE GROWN. IN MARCH OF '05 WE LAUNCHED, AND WE'VE GOT 26 SHOWS THAT WE PRODUCE, HOUR-LONG SHOWS. AND THEY'RE ALL SELF-HELP, ALL EMPOWERMENT, IMPROVEMENT, AND IT'S BEEN AMAZING. 
WE'VE HAD 500,000 LISTENERS FOR THIS MONTH, AND WE'VE GOT NEW PEOPLE CHECKING US OUT ALL THE TIME. WE HAVE, I THINK, SOME OF THE BEST PEOPLE IN-- YOU KNOW, THAT ARE INVOLVED IN MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKING, PEOPLE THAT HAVE BEEN DOING IT FOR A LONG TIME. 

♪ 

[ Caption: Doreen Virtue, Ph. D., Host, Angel Therapy Hay House Radio ]

Doreen: LET'S GO TO LEONARD ON LINE THREE FROM TORONTO. HI, LEONARD. I'VE GOT THE CHAKRA-CLEARING CARD, AND THE ANGELS ARE SAYING THAT WHAT WE NEED TO DO IS WORK ON YOUR CHAKRAS. 
I LOVE BEING ON hayhouseradio.com BECAUSE IT GIVES ME AN OPPORTUNITY EACH WEDNESDAY TO VISIT PEOPLE ALL AROUND THE WORLD. 
KEEP BREATHING. ARCHANGEL MICHAEL, ARCHANGEL METATRON. HELP HER TO RELEASE THIS TENSION THAT HAS BEEN BLOCKING HER ENERGY. 
FOR TWO HOURS I GIVE AS MANY READINGS AS I CAN. IT'S A WAY OF TRAVELLING WITHOUT HAVING TO TRAVEL. 
GOOD, STACY, LOOKING GOOD. LETTING GO OF ANY ENERGY OF FEAR, ANYTHING THAT COULD BE STANDING IN THE WAY OF YOUR COMPLETE AND UTTER PEACE. I'M DOREEN VIRTUE; YOU'RE LISTENING TO ANGEL THERAPY HERE ON hayhouseradio.com. WE'LL BE RIGHT BACK AFTER THESE MESSAGES. 

(Traffic din) 

Diane: LOOK AT THE TIMES THAT WE'RE LIVING IN. YOU KNOW, PEOPLE, I THINK, ARE REALLY LOOKING FOR ANSWERS. THEY'RE REALLY SEARCHING. ALSO, I THINK THERE'S BEEN, UM, ALMOST MAYBE SIMILAR TO WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN THE '60s, KIND OF A SPIRITUAL AWAKENING. 

Reid: AS PEOPLE GET OLDER, THEY LOOK BEYOND JUST GETTING ENOUGH FOOD TO SURVIVE AND FEED THEIR KIDS; AND AS THEY GROW OLDER AND THINK ABOUT LIFE, THEN THEY SOMETIMES WANT HELP WITH IT. 

Jill: SOMETIMES IT'S JUST ONE CHAPTER. IT CAN BE ONE SENTENCE, IT CAN BE ONE CONCEPT THAT GIVES PEOPLE THAT "A-HA" MOMENT AND CHANGES THEIR LIVES. AND THAT, TO ME, IS THE GREATEST THING ABOUT THIS JOB. 

(Soft new age music) 

[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: THAT'S OUR SHOW, EVERYBODY. HOPE YOU ENJOYED IT. DON'T FORGET, GO TO OUR WEBSITE, booktelevision.com. GIVE US SOME FEEDBACK. TILL NEXT TIME, I'M K.C.C. FOR THE WORD THIS WEEK. 
[ Credits ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 

♪ 

♪ 

♪ 

(Closed captions created by Bravo!)   

PAGE  
9

