Word This Week
6-02


(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
♪ 
Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, MEDITATIONS FROM THE JOINT WITH TOMMY CHONG. 
Tommy: THAT SOBERED ME UP. THAT MADE ME REALIZE HOW... HOW LUCKY I REALLY AM. 
Kim: AUTHORS AND PUBLICISTS COME TO BLOWS... 

♪ 

...AND EXOTIC TRAVEL WITH BRUCE POON TIP. 
Bruce: THE IDEA FOR THE ADVENTURE TOUR COMPANY CAME IN THE EARLY '90s, 1990 WHEN I WENT ON A BACKPACKING TRIP THROUGH THAILAND. 

[ Caption: Word This Week ]
♪ 
Leo: HEY, HONEY, I'M HOME. 

(Audience laughter) 
Red: OH, GOOD, THE HIPPY'S HERE. 

(Audience laughter) 
Leo: HYDE, MAN, YOUR DAD COME BY LOOKING FOR YOU, MAN. 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry & Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: HELLO, THERE AND WELCOME TO THE SHOW. I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. 
Rachel: AND I AM RACHEL HARRY. 
Kim: THAT CLIP YOU JUST SAW IS FROM THE '70s SHOW AND IT FEATURES THAT FAMED STONER, TOMMY, TOMMY CHONG. 

(Laughter) 

WHO'S TOMMY? 
Rachel: TOMMY CHONG IS PROBABLY BEST KNOWN AS PART OF THE DUO CHEECH AND CHONG THAT TOOK OVER THE '70s WITH THOSE, YOU KNOW, THOSE SMALL STONER MOVIES THEY MADE. 
Kim: RECENTLY, HE GOT BUSTED. WHAT HAPPENED, RACH? 
Rachel: OH, DID HE GET BUSTED! BUSH'S DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION SHOWED UP AT CHONG'S HOUSE IN 2003 AND ASKED HIM IF HE HAD ANY DRUG PARAPHERNALIA INSIDE. 
Kim: HE SAID, "WELL, WHAT DO YOU THINK? I'M TOMMY CHONG." 
Rachel: HE IS TOMMY CHONG, BUT HE STILL WENT TO THE CLINK FOR NINE MONTHS, BUT HE'S OUT NOW. 
Kim: THE RESULT: A BOOK, THE I CHONG: MEDITATIONS FROM THE JOINT, COURTESY OF TOMMY. 

(New age instrumental music) 
[ Caption: Tommy Chong The I Chong ]

Tommy: MY LIFE WAS SO GOOD, YOU KNOW. I WAS LIVING IN THE PALISADES IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, IN, YOU KNOW, A $4 MILLION HOME, AND DROVE A BRAND-NEW CAR. I WAS SUCCESSFUL. AND THEN I WENT TO JAIL AND, ALL OF A SUDDEN, I STARTED WALKING EVERYWHERE I WENT-- (Laughs) AND WORKING FOR 60 CENTS A DAY. AND THAT SOBERED ME UP AND THAT MADE ME REALIZE HOW... HOW LUCKY I REALLY AM. 

(Sombre instrumental music) 

I COULD TRANSCEND THE EXPERIENCE OF JAIL INTO SOMETHING THAT WAS SO POSITIVE THAT IT SHOCKED ME. MY CELL BECAME LIKE A CONFESSIONAL BOOTH. I HAD PEOPLE COMING, EVEN GUARDS, COMING IN TO VISIT WITH ME, NOT TO DO ANYMORE THAN JUST TO BE WITH ME AND THEN THEY WOULD TELL ME THEIR STORIES. AND IT WAS INCREDIBLE. 
EVEN IF YOU DON'T SMOKE, I MEAN, IN JAIL, YOU KNOW, EVEN IF YOU-- LIKE, I SMOKED FOR 50 YEARS, SO I HAD ENOUGH THC IN MY BODY FOR, LIKE... THREE JAIL SENTENCES, YOU KNOW? 
(Audience laughter) 
Kim: YOUR UPBRINGING WAS PRETTY TOUGH BY ANYONE'S STANDARDS. YOU KNOW, MIXED RACE, UM, WRONG SIDE OF TOWN. HOW WAS IT RELIVING THAT? 
Tommy: SO SWEET. 
Kim: REALLY? 
Tommy: SO SWEET. I GREW UP IN ALBERTA, CALGARY, IN A LITTLE HOUSE, NO PLUMBING, NO ELECTRICITY. WE HAD A LITTLE KITCHEN STOVE. THE BATHROOM WAS OUTSIDE. I SURVIVED, WHAT, SEVEN, EIGHT WINTERS, EXTREME WINTERS. I MEAN, THE KIND OF WINTERS THAT THE SNOW WOULD SOMETIMES CLOSE THE DOORS. YOU COULDN'T GET OUT. YOU HAD TO DIG YOUR WAY OUT. AND SURVIVAL MEANT BRINGING THE WOOD IN EVERY DAY. YOU HAD TO HAVE WOOD IN THE HOUSE TO BURN OR YOU'D DIE. AND WATER, YOU HAD TO PULL-- WE HAD TO CARRY WATER FROM THE PUMP THAT WAS, YOU KNOW, A FEW BLOCKS AWAY IN OUR LITTLE WAGON. AND WHEN YOU CAN LOOK BACK LIKE I DO NOW, I LOOK BACK AND I JUST... HOW DID WE DO IT? HOW DID WE DO IT? WE DID IT. 
I HAVEN'T CHANGED MY OPINION ABOUT DOPE AT ALL. YOU KNOW, I STILL THINK IT SHOULDN'T BE LEGAL; IT SHOULD BE (Bleep) MANDATORY. 
(Audience laughter) 

(Audience cheers) 
MY HERO WITH COMEDY WAS ALWAYS CHARLIE CHAPLIN. CHARLIE KNEW INSTINCTIVELY THAT IF HE PLAYED SOMEONE THAT WAS SO DOWN-AND-OUT, EVERYBODY WOULD LOVE HIM, YOU KNOW. AND SO I TOOK A PAGE OUT OF CHARLIE'S BOOK, AND THAT'S WHAT CHEECH AND I BECAME. CHEECH BECAME THAT CHICANO LOW RIDER, YOU KNOW, "HEY, RED FREAK, WANT A RIDE?" AND I WAS THAT HIPPY DRUG ADDICT DRUMMER. AND THAT WAS ANOTHER THING: I WANTED TO BE A DRUMMER THAT TOOK PILLS, SO HE COULDN'T HAVE ANY RHYTHM. 
(Kim laughs) 
[ Caption: Cheech & Chong
Nadine
courtesy of Orion Pictures ]
(Upbeat rock music) 
♪ 
IT WAS LOWEST COMMON DENOMINATOR, AND THAT'S WHAT CHEECH AND I WERE. AND WHEN WE HIT THAT NOTE, EVERYBODY LOVED US. HMM, I SMELL... 
Kim: IT'S BECAUSE OF THOSE YEARS AND THOSE MOVIES THAT THE MAN FINALLY GOT YOU? THEY BUSTED YOU? 
Tommy: I REPRESENT A CULTURE THAT THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION, REPUBLICANS IN GENERAL, THEY NOT ONLY ARE AFRAID OF US, THEY HATE US. 
Man: MORNING, MR. PRESIDENT. 
Man 2: TIME MAGAZINE SAYS YOU'RE A MAN OF THE YEAR. 
Tommy: WE'RE EVERYTHING REPUBLICANS AREN'T. AND THAT'S WHY THE KATRINA DISASTER OPENED EVERYBODY'S EYES TO HOW MUCH REPUBLICANS HATE POOR PEOPLE, BECAUSE THEY ACTUALLY DO. THEY DISDAIN POOR PEOPLE. POOR PEOPLE DON'T PUT ANY MONEY IN THEIR POCKETS. ALL THEY DO IS TAKE MONEY OUT OF THEIR POCKETS AS FAR AS THEY'RE CONCERNED, YOU KNOW. 
AND SO, WE REPRESENT THE HIPPY CULTURE, AT LEAST I DO. THEY SPENT $12 MILLION COMING AFTER ME. ALL THEY HAD TO DO WAS PICK UP THE PHONE AND I WOULD HAVE QUIT DOING MY BONGS. I WOULD HAVE SAID, "OH, I'M SORRY. I DIDN'T KNOW THAT." INSTEAD, THEY USED IT TO PUT ME IN JAIL TO STOP THIS ANTIWAR MOVEMENT. IT WAS A PREEMPTIVE STRIKE AGAINST THE WHOLE HIPPY CULTURE. 
Kim: YOU GOT MORE PRESS OUT OF ALL OF THIS THAN YOU HAD DONE FOR A DECADE. 
Tommy: ABSOLUTELY, I MEAN, THE GENERAL POPULATION THOUGHT I WAS DEAD. YOU KNOW, A LOT OF PEOPLE THOUGHT I WAS-- "HEY, WHERE'S CHONG?" EVEN THOUGH I'M, YOU KNOW, I'M MAKING A NICE LIVING. BUT, YOU KNOW, I WASN'T AS POPULAR AS I AM NOW. THANK YOU, GEORGE BUSH. 
(Projector whirring) 
(Acoustic folk music) 
♪ IF YOUR TIME TO YOU IS WORTH SAVING ♪

♪ THEN YOU'D BETTER START SWIMMING ♪

♪ OR YOU'LL SINK LIKE A STONE ♪

♪ FOR THE TIMES, THEY ARE A-CHANGING ♪ 
Kim: YEAH, THE TIMES REALLY ARE A-CHANGING FOR BOB DYLAN. WHAT DO YOU KNOW? RECENTLY, A NUMBER ONE ALBUM. THERE'S BEEN MARTIN SCORSESE'S DVD, NUMEROUS BOOKS. THE LATEST IS THE BOB DYLAN ENCYCLOPEDIA BY MICHAEL GRAY. WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
Rachel: WELL, I THINK WHETHER YOU'RE A FAN OF DYLAN OR NOT, THERE'S NO DENYING THAT HE WAS AN INCREDIBLE CULTURAL INFLUENCE, AND ALL OF IT IS IN THIS BOOK. 
Kim: MICHAEL GRAY STOPPED BY BOOK TELEVISION RECENTLY, AND I HAD A CHANCE TO CHAT WITH HIM. 
♪ I'M LEAVING TODAY ♪

♪ I'LL BE ON MY WAY ♪

♪ OF THIS, I CAN'T SAY VERY MUCH ♪ 
Kim: MICHAEL, HAVE YOU GIVEN OVER A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF YOUR LIFE TO BOB DYLAN? 
[ Caption: Michael Gray The Bob Dylan Encyclopedia ]

Michael: AS DONALD RUMSFELD SAYS IN POSSIBLY HIS ONLY COMPREHENSIBLE REMARK, "STUFF HAPPENS." 

(Kim laughs) UH, WHEN I FIRST WROTE ABOUT BOB DYLAN, I WROTE THE FIRST CRITICAL STUDY OF HIS WORK THAT WAS EVER PUBLISHED, WHICH WAS CALLED SONG & DANCE MAN. IT WAS WAY BACK IN 1972. BUT OF COURSE, WHO KNEW THEN THAT DYLAN WOULD STILL BE ALIVE IN '75, LET ALONE THAT, UH, WELL, YOU KNOW, ALL THESE DECADES ON HE WOULD STILL NOT ONLY BE AROUND, BUT FUNCTIONING. 

[ Caption: Bob Dylan
Subterranean Homesick Blues
courtesy of Sony/BMG ]
♪ DON'T WANNA BE A BUM, YOU BETTER CHEW GUM ♪

♪ THE PUMP DON'T WORK 'CAUSE THE VANDALS TOOK THE HANDLES ♪ 
Kim: WHY THE MIND GAMES BY BOB OVER THE YEARS, THE OUTRIGHT LIES, THE DELIBERATE MYTHMAKING PROCESS? HE DOESN'T WANT TO BE PINNED DOWN EITHER IN TERMS OF HIS STORY OR HIS MUSIC. WHY? 
Michael: WELL, WHY WOULD YOU WANT TO BE PINNED DOWN? I MEAN, WHO WOULDN'T WANT TO, YOU KNOW, CREATE SUCH A COMPLEX MYSTERY AROUND THEMSELVES. I MEAN, IT'S A WAY OF STAYING FREE TO DO ANYTHING. 

[ Caption: Bob Dylan
Love Sick
courtesy of Sony/BMG ]
♪ I'M WALKING ♪

♪

♪ THROUGH STREETS THAT ARE DEAD ♪ 
Kim: IS HE A POET OR IS HE THE ROCK & ROLL STAR THAT HE WANTS TO BE? 
Michael: HE'S A MUSICIAN. THAT'S WHAT HE WANTS TO BE. HE WANTS TO BE A STAR, YES, NOT JUST ROCK & ROLL. THAT'S ALWAYS WHAT HE'S WANTED. THAT'S ALWAYS WHAT HE'S DONE, YOU KNOW, UH, TO JOIN LITTLE RICHARD, UH, TO JOIN THE LEGENDARY NAMES. 
Kim: INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF IT ALL, AND FOR THOSE OF YOU INVOLVED IN ROCK & ROLL IN ITS ROOTS AND EVERYTHING, UM, THIS IS ALMOST THE PERFECT EXAMPLE OF HOW EVERYTHING SEEMS TO CROSS PATHS. 
Michael: RIGHT; THAT'S WHAT I HOPED. 

♪ HOW DOES IT FEEL? ♪ 
Michael: YOU KNOW, FOR ME THIS IS NOT A NARROW TUNNEL, FUN THING WITH NOTHING EXCEPT BOB DYLAN, BOB DYLAN, BOB DYLAN. YOU KNOW, THE FACT IS THAT HIS RANGE OF INTEREST IS VERY WIDE, AND I'VE TRIED TO REFLECT THAT. SO, YOU KNOW, OF COURSE, THERE'S A MILLION PIECES OF INFORMATION OUT THERE ON THE WEB, BUT IT'S ACTUALLY QUITE HANDY TO HAVE THEM ALL TOGETHER IN ONE BOOK AND A BOOK THAT SWEEPS ACROSS FROM, YOU KNOW, INFLUENCES ON DYLAN LIKE WILLIAM BLAKE AND BERTOLT BRECHT, AS WELL AS WOODY GUTHRIE AND ROBERT JOHNSON AND NEIL YOUNG. SO THERE'S A HUGE TUMULT OF HUMANITY IN HERE, AND I WOULD LIKE TO THINK THAT IT'S A BOOK FOR ANYONE WITH A REAL INTEREST IN POPULAR CULTURE OF THE LAST 50 YEARS. 

♪ I'M SICK OF LOVE ♪

♪ 
Michael: HE HAS PURSUED A CAREER NOT BY FINDING A NICHE AND STICKING IN IT, WHICH IS WHAT MOST PEOPLE DO, BUT BY CONTINUALLY JUMPING OFF THAT LEDGE AND ONTO SOME OTHER LEDGE MAKING IT POSSIBLE FOR POPULAR MUSIC TO SPEAK ABOUT ANY SUBJECT MATTER AS SERIOUSLY AND AS HUMOROUSLY AS YOU LIKE. HE'S ALWAYS GOING TO HAVE BEEN A FIGURE OF IMPORTANCE. 
(Musical finale) 

♪ 
(Audience cheers and applause) 
Rachel: COMING UP, WRITERS AND PUBLICISTS HAVE A PUNCH-UP. 
Stephen: WE'VE GOT "DIESEL" DAVID LEONARD AND MYSELF, STEPHEN "GHOST DOG" MYERS, BEATING THE (Bleep) OUT OF EACH OTHER AT ABOUT 7:30. FOLLOWING THAT WILL BE THE MAIN EVENT. 

[ Caption: Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 

[ BREAK ]
[ Caption: Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry & Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK TO THE SHOW, EVERYBODY. WE'RE AT ONE OF THE BUSIEST CORNERS IN TORONTO: YONGE AND BLOOR. LAST TIME WE WERE HERE? 
Rachel: LAST TIME WE WERE HERE WE WERE WAITING OUTSIDE TO SEE CANADA'S FIRST LITERARY ONE-TWO. 
Kim: NOW, IT'S NOT OFTEN MEMBERS OF THE MEDIA-- AND THERE WAS ABOUT 50 OF US-- GET CAUGHT ON THE SIDEWALK BECAUSE IT'S FAR TOO BUSY ON THE INSIDE. WHAT WAS GOING ON? 
Rachel: WELL, INSIDE THERE WERE TWO AUTHORS, A BOXING RING AND A LOT OF SCREAMING FANS. 
Kim: AND VIDEOGRAPHER LARS PETER BJORNSON WAS THERE TO CAPTURE IT. 
David: MYERS IS GOING DOWN FOR SURE. SEE THIS? MYERS, MYERS, MYERS-MYERS. 
Stephen: THAT (Bleep) GOING DOWN. 
(Lively jazz music) 

♪ 
(Crowd din) 
Stephen: WE'VE GOT "DIESEL" DAVID LEONARD AND MYSELF, STEPHEN "GHOST DOG" MYERS, BEATING THE (Bleep) OUT OF EACH OTHER AT ABOUT 7:30. FOLLOWING THAT WILL BE THE MAIN EVENT. 
(Percussive instrumental music) 
(Crowd groaning) 
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars-Peter: IT'S NOT OFTEN THAT A BOOK LAUNCH ATTRACTS THIS MUCH ATTENTION. BUT THEN AGAIN, IT'S NOT OFTEN THAT YOU GET THE AUTHOR AND THE PUBLICIST TO PUT ON THEIR BOXING GLOVES AND GO IN THE RING ALL TO PROMOTE THE NEW BOOK THE FIGHTER BY CRAIG DAVIDSON. AND, OH, YEAH, THEY ACTUALLY GET TO BEAT UP ON EACH OTHER. 

♪ 
WHAT DO YOU SAY WHEN THE PUBLICISTS GO, "YOU KNOW WHAT? WE'RE GOING TO HAVE A BOXING MATCH. WE'RE GOING TO THROW YOU IN THE RING?" 
[ Caption: Craig Davidson The Fighter ]

Craig: WELL, I GOT TO SAY IT WAS VERY STRANGE WHEN MY PUBLICIST STEVE CALLED UP AND SAID VERY MATTER OF FACTLY, "UH, WOULD YOU FEEL LIKE FIGHTING SOMEBODY TO PROMOTE THE BOOK?" AND I SAID-- I THOUGHT ABOUT IT FOR A SECOND AND I SAID, "YEAH, OKAY." 
Lars-Peter: WERE YOU SURPRISED AT THE RECEPTION? LIKE, WERE YOU AFRAID THAT THE VIOLENCE WAS GOING TO OVERSHADOW? 
Craig: YEAH, WELL, THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER WAS MY U.S. PUBLISHER ACTUALLY DROPPED THE BOOK BECAUSE OF ITS VIOLENT NATURE, SO I REALLY APPRECIATE PENGUIN AND THE OTHER PUBLISHERS FOR STICKING WITH IT. BUT IT IS A REALLY VIOLENT-- SOME WOULD SAY VILE, SOME WOULD SAY GRATUITOUS-- BOOK. SO, I THINK IT TAKES A LOT OF GUTS TO PUBLISH IT AND I APPRECIATE PENGUIN FOR DOING IT. UH, AND IT PROBABLY TAKES SOME GUTS TO READ IT AS WELL. 
IT REALLY IS ABOUT TWO YOUNG MEN WHO FEEL LIKE THEY AREN'T REALLY QUITE SURE WHAT THEY'RE DOING IN TODAY'S SOCIETY AND THEY SORT OF TAKE A VERY VIOLENT ROUTE TO FINDING THEIR MANHOOD THROUGH BOXING AND THROUGH FIGHTING. 
Crowd: (Chanting) FIGHT! FIGHT! FIGHT! 
Craig: I THINK PROBABLY THE IDEA CAME FROM JUST WHERE MOST WRITERS DO. YOU'RE LOOKING AT SOCIETY AND YOU SEE THINGS CAST BACK AT YOU AND YOU FEEL LIKE YOU WANT TO COMMENT ON THEM. 
Male Announcer: THE WINNER OF THE FIGHT THIS EVENING: RON PRICE FROM THE RED CORNER. 

(Audience cheers and applause) 
Craig: IT'S PROBABLY DEDICATED TO THE GUYS LIKE ME. I'D LIKE TO THINK IT APPLIES TO A LOT OF GUYS, BUT, YEAH, GUYS OF MY GENERATION WHO ARE SORT OF CONFUSED AND AREN'T SURE WHAT THEY'RE DOING WITH THEIR LIVES. NOT TO SAY THIS IS GOING TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS, BUT IT MIGHT AT LEAST SAY THAT WE WERE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER. 
Lars-Peter: HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE IDEA NOW? 
David: SLIGHTLY LESS ENTHUSED. I FELT MYSELF GETTING BEATEN AROUND PRETTY BAD. BUT I LASTED ALL-- WHATEVER THE TIME WAS AND, REALLY, I TOLD EVERYONE I JUST WANTED TO SURVIVE. SO I DID THAT. 

♪ 
Kim: WELL, FROM THE BOXING RING TO THE STABLES. DO YOU LIKE HORSES? 
Rachel: I LOVE HORSES. 
Kim: SOMEONE THAT SHARES YOUR ENTHUSIASM IS J. EDWARD CHAMBERLIN. HE'S WRITTEN A BOOK SIMPLY ENTITLED... 
Rachel: HORSE. 
Kim: HE DOCUMENTS MAN'S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FOUR-LEGGED BEAST. AND I TOOK HIM TO THE C.N.E., CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION, WHEN HE WAS IN TOWN RECENTLY. 
Rachel: HEE-HAW. 
(Upbeat techno music) 
[ Caption: J. Edward Chamberlain Horse ]

Edward: HORSES HAVE BEEN CRUCIAL TO HUMANS FOR CERTAINLY 6,000 TO 8,000 YEARS AND PROBABLY 20,000, 40,000 YEARS. 

♪ 
THE EARLIEST CAVE PAINTINGS WE KNOW ARE FROM THE CHAUVET CAVES IN FRANCE OF 35,000 YEARS AGO. THERE ARE ALMOST CERTAINLY OLDER ONES, WE JUST HAVEN'T FOUND THEM YET. THOSE ONES WERE JUST FOUND ABOUT 10 YEARS AGO. THIS WAS DURING THE ICE AGE WHEN HUMANS WERE HOLDING ON BY THE SKIN OF THEIR TEETH AND HUNTING DOWN HORSES. THEY STILL SAW SOMETHING IN THEM THAT-- A GRACE, A BEAUTY, A SPIRIT BEYOND THEIR UNDERSTANDING, BUT WITHIN THEIR IMAGINING. 

♪ 
THE COWBOYS ARE AMONG OUR GREAT HORSEMEN AND HORSEWOMEN. LIKE NOMADIC HERDERS EVERYWHERE, THEY SPEND THEIR DAYS AND OFTEN THEIR NIGHTS IN THE SADDLE. THEY KNOW THEIR HORSES WELL. THEY ALWAYS, THE GOOD ONES, HAVE EXTRAORDINARY SKILL IN WORKING WITH THE COWPONIES, IN CUTTING CATTLE OUT, IN LOOKING AFTER HERDS. UM, THAT'S GOOD RIDING. 

♪ 
THAT'S A LOVELY HORSE, THAT ONE. THAT'S A HORSE THAT'S BEEN FEATURED IN A NUMBER OF FILMS INCLUDING EVITA WITH MADONNA. IT'S A HUNGARIAN WARMBLOOD, BEAUTIFUL HORSE AND A MOVIE STAR IN HIS OWN RIGHT. IT'S THEIR BEAUTY, THEIR STRENGTH, THEIR GRACE, THEIR... I THINK MOST OF ALL, WHAT I CALL IN THE BOOK, THEIR GENEROSITY OF SPIRIT, THEIR-- THE WAY IN WHICH THEY, IF WE'RE GOOD, IF WE RIDE WELL, IF WE WORK WITH THEM WITH UNDERSTANDING, THEY GIVE THEMSELVES TO US BEYOND ANY NEED THAT THEY HAVE TO DO SO. 
Kim: FOR ANYONE THAT PICKS UP YOUR BOOK, WHAT DO YOU WANT THEM TO GET OUT OF IT? 
Edward: A LOVE OF HORSES. A LOVE OF HORSES AND AN UNDERSTANDING OF HOW IMPORTANT HORSES HAVE BEEN THROUGHOUT HISTORY. 
Kim: UP NEXT, EXOTIC TRAVEL WITH BRUCE POON TIP. 
Bruce: AS WE'VE CHANGED, WE DEVELOPED THE COMPANY WITH THE IDEA OF RUNNING SMALL GROUPS AND HAVING THAT INTERACTION WITH PEOPLE. BUT OVER TIME, IT BECAME VERY OBVIOUS THAT WE WERE ALSO A VERY SUSTAINABLE COMPANY AND HAD IMPACT ON COMMUNITIES. 
[ Caption: Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ BREAK ]
[ Caption: Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss & Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: THERE ARE FEW WORDS MORE ENTICING FOR A CANADIAN BIBLIOPHILE THAN THE WORDS "BOOKS" AND "THE BEACH." COLIN CHANNER HAS MANAGED TO BRING THE TWO TOGETHER. 
Kim: JAMAICA? 
Rachel: JAMAICA. HE AND A COUPLE OF FRIENDS STARTED CALABASH, A LITERARY FESTIVAL IN JAMAICA. AND OUT OF CALABASH HAS SPRUNG IRON BALLOONS. 
Kim: ENOUGH RESPECT. (Laughs) 
(Upbeat instrumental music) 
Woman: BROTHERS AND SISTERS... 
Colin: I CAME STRAIGHT FROM THE AIRPORT HERE 'CAUSE THE PLANE WAS ON THE GROUND FOR AWHILE AT LAGUARDIA. OTHERWISE, I WOULD HAVE WORN SOMETHING WRITERLY AND RESPECTABLE. PLEASE, IF YOU KNOW MY MOTHER, ANY OF MY RELATIVES, DON'T LET THEM KNOW I WAS WEARING SWEATPANTS IN THE PEOPLE AND PLACE. 
Rachel: COLIN CHANNER, WELCOME TO TORONTO. 
Colin: OH, GOOD TO BE HERE. 
Rachel: NICE TO HAVE YOU. TELL BE ABOUT IRON BALLOONS. WHAT IS THAT? 
[ Caption: Colin Channer Editor, Iron Balloons ]

Colin: WELL, IRON BALLOONS IS AN ANTHOLOGY OF FICTION FROM THE CALABASH WRITERS WORKSHOP, 10 STORIES SET IN NORTH AMERICA, THE CARIBBEAN AND THEY'RE KIND OF GOOD. AND I HAD THE JOY OF BEING THE EDITOR. 
Rachel: WELL, THEN LET'S STEP BACK ACTUALLY A LITTLE BIT. WHAT IS THE CALABASH FESTIVAL? 
[ Caption: The Calabash Literary Festival Jamaica ]
(Upbeat synth music) 
Colin: IN 2001, KWAME DAWES, JUSTINE HENZELL AND I STARTED THIS LITERARY TRUST BECAUSE WE THOUGHT WE COULD DO IT AND THAT IT NEEDED TO BE DONE, AND IN JAMAICA AND OPERATE A LITERARY FESTIVAL, PUBLISHING SEMINARS, WRITING WORKSHOPS AND A FILM FESTIVAL. AND IT'S-- EVERYTHING IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. CALABASH WANTS TO DEVELOP MORE WRITERS FROM JAMAICA AND THE CARIBBEAN. THAT'S WHY WE EXIST. AND SO FOR US, IT WAS NOT ENOUGH JUST TO HAVE WRITING WORKSHOPS WHERE PEOPLE LEARN HOW TO WRITE, BUT TO HAVE A SYSTEM OF GETTING PEOPLE INTO PRINT. 
Woman: THIS IS A, THIS IS A, THIS IS A, THIS IS A, THIS IS A, THIS IS A ROUGIAN (Unclear), WORDS THAT HAVE TO BE HEARD. 
Rachel: TELL ME A LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT HOW YOU CAME TO BE THE EDITOR OF IRON BALLOONS. HOW DID YOU BRING IT ALL TOGETHER? 
Colin: WELL, IT WAS MY IDEA AND I WANTED TO BE AN EDITOR. I THOUGHT IT WAS A GOOD THING TO BE BECAUSE BEING AN EDITOR IS LIKE BEING A GOOD MUSIC PRODUCER, YOU KNOW? UM, YOU DEVELOP TALENT AND THEN YOU SELECT THE WORK AND THEN YOU ARRANGE IT. AND I THOUGHT IT'D BE FUN. (Reading) "I HAD A DAY OFF TODAY BUT THAT DON'T MEAN I SHOULD JUST GO ON AND ON BECAUSE MY ENERGY IS..." 
Rachel: WHY DO YOU WRITE? 
Colin: 'CAUSE I CAN'T PLAY SPORTS. 
Rachel: COME ON, THAT'S NOT GOOD ENOUGH. 
Colin: NO, BUT IT'S TRUE. I WRITE BECAUSE I CAN'T PLAY SPORTS. IT WAS SOMETHING I WAS GOOD AT EVER SINCE I WAS YOUNG, AND SO I JUST DID IT. AND, UM, IT'S AN EXTENSION OF TALKING TO PEOPLE, AND I LIKE TO TALK TO PEOPLE. I TALK TO ANYBODY ABOUT ANYTHING. AND THAT'S NOT WHY I'M TALKING TO YOU, OF COURSE. I'M TALKING TO YOU BECAUSE-- (Laughs) I WANT TO TALK TO YOU. 

♪ 
EVEN WHEN I'M HOME WORKING, AND I WRITE IN MY KITCHEN, MY FRIENDS CALL ME ON THE PHONE. I'M NOT ONE OF THOSE WRITERS WHO NEEDS TO BE LOCKED AWAY. I ACTUALLY LIKE HAVING PEOPLE AROUND ME AND HEARING THE SOUNDS OF BROOKLYN OUTSIDE BECAUSE IT MEANS THAT I'M ACTUALLY A PART OF A LIVING WORLD, AND I DON'T HAVE THIS SPECIAL PRIVILEGE TO GO OFF AND DO NOTHING WHILE EVERYBODY ELSE DOES ALL THE HARD WORK SO I CAN HAVE THAT PRIVILEGE, YOU KNOW? I'M JUST A WORKING GUY AND I'M JUST A, YOU KNOW, TRADESMAN, LIKE A PLUMBER, AN ELECTRICIAN. 
Rachel: MM-HMM, BUT NOT AN ATHLETE. 
(Laughter) 
FROM JAMAICA TO THE WORLD TO BRUCE POON TIP. 
Kim: NOW, BRUCE HASN'T WRITTEN A BOOK, ALTHOUGH I'M SURE THERE'S ONE COMING SHORTLY, BUT HE HAS INCREDIBLE MOTIVATIONAL SKILLS. HE SET UP A COMPANY CALLED G-A-P ADVENTURES. 
Rachel: CONSIDERED TO BE ONE OF THE BEST COMPANIES IN CANADA TO WORK FOR. 
Kim: BRUCE HAS WON LEADERSHIP AWARDS, ENTREPRENEURIAL AWARDS, ALL OF IT WITH HIS MOTIVATIONAL INSTINCTS. HE MANAGES TO EMPOWER PEOPLE, NOT JUST THE WORKERS, BUT THE TRAVELERS AS WELL TO TAKE PART IN SUSTAINABLE ECOTOURISM. 

(Funky instrumental music) 

♪ 
[ Caption: Bruce Poon Tip CEO, G.A.P. Adventures ]

Bruce: THE IDEA FOR THE ADVENTURE TOUR COMPANY CAME IN THE EARLY '90s, 1990 WHEN I WENT ON A BACKPACKING TRIP THROUGH THAILAND. I WENT ON A $10 TO $15 A DAY BUDGET TRIP. I WENT TO THE NORTH STAYING WITH FAMILIES, WENT IN TO THE HILL TRIBES AND EXPERIENCING THE REAL KIND OF GRASSROOTS. I REMEMBER COMING BACK TO BANGKOK AND SEEING TOUR GROUPS IN AIR-CONDITIONED COACHES AND TOURISTS STAYING IN FIVE-STAR HOTELS AND THINKING HOW MUCH THEY MISSED SEEING THE REAL COUNTRY. 

♪ 
WHEN I CAME BACK, HAD THE IDEAS OF WHAT I WANTED TO DO, WHICH WAS SEND PEOPLE OUT ON KIND OF GRASSROOTS EXPERIENCES AND CULTURAL-FOCUS TOURS. I REALLY BELIEVE THAT IT'S A REAL INJUSTICE TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND PEOPLE WHEN PEOPLE COME VISITING A COUNTRY, STAY IN A AIR-CONDITIONED COACH, STAY IN A FIVE-STAR BEST WESTERN OR HILTON HOTEL, AND THEN GO BACK HOME AND TELL PEOPLE THEY SAW THAT COUNTRY WHEN THEY REALLY DIDN'T SEE WHAT MAKES THAT COUNTRY GREAT. 
WHY IT'S IMPORTANT THAT YOU KNOW THE HISTORY OF GAP. IT'S REALLY IMPORTANT FOR ME THAT EVERYONE UNDERSTANDS KIND OF NOT ONLY WHAT WE DO AS A COMPANY, BUT WHY WE STARTED. THERE WAS NOTHING LIKE US WHEN WE STARTED. SO, I MEAN, THERE WAS PEOPLE THAT DID TYPE-- DIFFERENT TYPES OF TOURS, EVEN PEOPLE THAT WOULD DO ADVENTURE OR ACTIVE TOURS, BUT NOTHING LIKE OURS, WHICH REALLY TOOK PEOPLE INTO THE HEART OF A COUNTRY. 

♪ 
Woman: CHECK WITH THEM FIRST. 
Bruce: EVEN THOUGH YOU WOULD SAY IT WAS A DIFFERENTIATOR FOR US AND A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE, IT WAS ALSO A CHALLENGE FOR US BECAUSE WE NEVER HAD THE BENEFIT OF JUST ADVERTISING TOURS TO THAILAND OR TOURS TO PERU BECAUSE THERE WAS SO MUCH MORE INVOLVED WITH OUR TOURS. SO WE HAD TO GET IN FRONT OF PEOPLE TO EXPLAIN THE NEW CONCEPT OF WHAT WE WERE OFFERING. 

♪ 
AS WE'VE CHANGED, WE DEVELOPED THE COMPANY WITH THE IDEA OF RUNNING SMALL GROUPS AND HAVING THAT INTERACTION WITH PEOPLE. BUT OVER TIME, IT BECAME VERY OBVIOUS THAT WE WERE ALSO A VERY SUSTAINABLE COMPANY AND HAD IMPACT ON COMMUNITIES. 

♪ 
SO WE DEVELOPED OUR OWN FOUNDATION, WHICH IS THE PLANETERRA FOUNDATION, WHICH HAS PEOPLE THAT WORK FULLTIME ON GIVING BACK TO COMMUNITIES. 
Man: WHY GAP CHOSE-- TOOK THIS COMMUNITY? BECAUSE IT'S QUITE POOR. IN THIS AREA, PLANETERRA IS WORKING AS WELL WITH THOSE LADIES IN THIS REALLY NICE PROJECT. 
[ Caption: Planet Terra is very important for my community because my community is poor, you know? And Planet Terra is supporting us. 

How do they support you?

They send us cars, you know. Tourism. And we, the mothers, weave in the community and we sell, how do you say, original and natural designs to the tourist. ]
(Speaking other language) 
[ Caption: Eric Paz Manager of (Captions unclear) G.A.P. Adventures ]

Eric: WE, FOR EXAMPLE, PAY LOCALLY, WE PAY GOOD AND WE USE LOCAL OPERATORS, LOCAL GUIDES, LOCAL PORTERS, EVERYTHING LIKE THAT. SO WE SUPPORT THE LOCAL ECONOMY. WE WANT TO GIVE MORE TO THEM AS WELL, BECAUSE WE RECEIVE A LOT FROM THEM. SO THIS IS MORE LIKE PERSONALIZED SERVICE. 
[ Caption: We feel very proud because we had never seen tourists like that in our community and we didn't even know how to sell and now we know how to. Now we have some money, so we want to learn even more, and we are very happy now. ]
(Speaking other language) 
Bruce: TO HAVE A NONPROFIT THAT'S CONTROLLED BY OUR FOR-PROFIT BUSINESS, IT'S JUST A VERY UNIQUE IDEA AND I CONSTANTLY AM IN DEBATE ABOUT IT AND I FEEL THAT EVEN THOUGH IT'S SOMETHING, YOU KNOW, PEOPLE MIGHT CALL RADICAL, I FIND IT A VERY POWERFUL RELATIONSHIP AND SOMETHING THAT, UM, WE'RE VERY COMFORTABLE WITH. 
Kim: WELL, WE'RE NOT FRIENDLY STRANGERS ANYMORE. THAT'S OUR SHOW. (Laughs) GO TO OUR WEBSITE. 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Rachel: booktelevision.com. WE WOULD LOVE YOUR FEEDBACK. 
Kim: I'M K.C.C. 
Rachel: AND I'M RACHEL HARRY. 
Kim: TILL NEXT WEEK, SEE YA. 
[ CREDITS ]
(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 

♪

♪ 
(Closed captions created by Bravo!)   
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