The Word This Week

6-03


(Theme plays: Funky techno music)
Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, ANDY SUMMERS CHARTS LIFE AT THE TOP WITH THE POLICE...

♪ EVERY LITTLE THING SHE DOES IS MAGIC ♪
Andy: I MEAN, THE CHALLENGE WAS TO WRITE A BOOK WITH GOOD PROSE AND TO MAKE IT LIKE A REAL, YOU KNOW, MORE LIKE LITERATURE.
Kim: ...MEG TILLY WRITES ON THE DARK SIDE...
Meg: I DIDN'T WANT TO BACK AWAY FROM THE MATERIAL 'CAUSE I FELT TO WHITEWASH AND SANITIZE HIM AND "POLLYANNA" HIM UP ISN'T FAIR TO THE MILLIONS OF KIDS OUT THERE WHO ARE SUFFERING THROUGH THIS ABUSE.
Kim: ...AND THE HEROIC GENIUS OF SUPERMAN.
Neal: THERE IS NO SUPERHERO THAT IS GREATER THAN SUPERMAN. SUPERMAN IS THE EPITOME.

♪
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss & Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: HEY, THERE. WELCOME TO THE SHOW. I'M RACHEL HARRY.
Kim: AND I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. WE START YOU OFF WITH SOME ROCK & ROLL. WERE YOU A FAN OF THE POLICE?
Rachel: BIG FAN OF THE POLICE: ROXANNE, DON'T STAND SO CLOSE TO ME.
Kim: GUITARIST WAS ANDY SUMMERS. HIS BIOGRAPHY HAS JUST BEEN PUBLISHED: ONE TRAIN LATER. IT'S A FASCINATING LOOK AT THE WORLD OF NOT JUST THE POLICE, BUT THE EARLY YEARS OF ROCK & ROLL.

(Cheers and applause)
[ Caption: Andy Summers - One Train Later ]

Andy: AMAZINGLY, I HAD THIS RATHER ROMANTIC BEGINNING 'CAUSE I WAS BORN IN A CARAVAN THAT MY FATHER BOUGHT OFF WHAT WE USED TO CALL GYPSIES IN ENGLAND. AND WE WERE IN ONE FIELD OVER-- I COULD HAVE CALLED IT ONE FIELD OVER, COULDN'T I?

(Upbeat rock music)

♪

♪ DON'T THINK ME UNKIND ♪
Andy: THE FIRST PASS I HAD AN 800-PAGE BOOK, WHICH WAS TOO MUCH, YOU KNOW, AND I HAD TO SORT OF BRING IT DOWN. I MEAN, THE PART THAT WAS SORT OF CHALLENGING ALSO, I'D SAY, WAS TO WRITE THE POLICE STORY, WHICH I DIDN'T REALLY WANT TO WRITE, BUT, YOU KNOW, PEOPLE SAID, "YOU'VE GOT TO DO IT."
♪ EVERY LITTLE THING SHE DOES IS MAGIC ♪
Andy: I MEAN, THE CHALLENGE WAS TO WRITE A BOOK WITH GOOD PROSE AND TO MAKE IT LIKE A REAL, YOU KNOW, MORE LIKE LITERATURE, NOT SOME BLOODY ROCK STAR, YOU KNOW, WARTS AND ALL. IF IT WAS GOING TO BE THAT, I WOULD HAVE HAD ABSOLUTELY ZERO INTEREST.

♪ EVEN THOUGH MY LIFE BEFORE WAS TRAGIC ♪
Andy: I HAD TO ACTUALLY CONSULT OTHER BOOKS AND SORT OF CONSTRUCT THE FACTUAL SCAFFOLDING UNTIL I GO, "OKAY, WE DID THIS RECORD, THEN WE WENT ON TOUR IN THE U.S." UNTIL FINALLY I GOT THE WHOLE THING PRETTY MUCH ACCURATELY, THEN TO START TO WRITE INTO IT AND TO KIND OF CONSTRUCT THE INTERNAL LANDSCAPE, THE REAL PSYCHOLOGY OF THE MINDSETS BETWEEN US.

♪ YOU DON'T CARE IF IT'S WRONG OR IF IT'S RIGHT ♪
Andy: I THINK WE WERE SORT OF MADE TO BE RUTHLESS 'CAUSE WE WERE OPERATING IN THE PUNK SCENE IN LONDON AND, CLEARLY, WE WEREN'T REALLY A PUNK BAND. IT JUST MADE IT EVEN MORE, "WE'VE GOT TO REALLY KIND OF DO SOMETHING TO GET PEOPLE'S ATTENTION," 'CAUSE WE WEREN'T GETTING GIGS. SO WE JUST DIDN'T WANT TO SOUND LIKE ANYBODY ELSE. THEN, OF COURSE, WE'D DREAM, "OH, LET'S BE THIS AND LET'S BE THAT. AND LET'S HAVE A LOOK. LET'S-- " WE WERE TRYING TO DO ALL THIS STUFF SO THAT WE REALLY CARVED OUR OWN PATH.

♪ DON'T STAND ♪

♪ DON'T STAND SO ♪

♪ DON'T STAND SO CLOSE TO ME ♪
Andy: I DO HAVE ANOTHER BOOK COMING OUT IN MARCH ON TASCHEN BOOKS, WHICH IS, UH, ALL MY PHOTOGRAPHY OF THE POLICE THAT'S NEVER BEEN SEEN.

♪
Kim: I LOVED YOUR WORK ACTUALLY. YOU GOT A REAL EYE.
Andy: YEAH, I WAS ALWAYS SURROUNDED BY PHOTOGRAPHERS AND I WAS SORT OF ASKING THEM. THEN I SAID, "I'M GOING TO BE A REALLY GOOD PHOTOGRAPHER." AND LUCKILY I WAS ABLE TO BACK THAT UP. IN FACT, I DID HAVE A PRETTY GOOD EYE AND I KEPT DEVELOPING IT AND LEARNING AS I WENT. I WOULD SLOG AROUND WITH ALL THESE, YOU KNOW, ON TOUR, WITH PHOTOGRAPHY BOOKS AND 10 LENSES, ALWAYS TOO MUCH STUFF. BUT I WAS REALLY AT IT VERY HEAVILY. GRADUALLY AS YOU GO ON, YOU GET MORE AND MORE SOPHISTICATED WITH IT. I JUST DID IT RELENTLESSLY.

♪
Andy: THERE WE WERE IN THIS GOLDEN MOMENT PLAYING SHEA STADIUM, NUMBER ONE ALL AROUND THE WORLD. WE WERE THE NUMBER ONE BAND BACKED UP BY, YOU KNOW, NUMBER ONE SINGLE AND THE ALBUM NUMBER ONE FOR FOUR MONTHS IN AMERICA. AND YET, UNDERNEATH ALL THIS GLORY IS THE SHADOW SIDE: THE DIVORCES, THE PAIN AND THE KNOWLEDGE THAT WE ARE ON THE LAST TOUR. HE'S GOING-- STING'S GOING TO LEAVE THE BAND. THAT'S IT. YOU KNOW, VERY PAINFUL AND SO PEOPLE DON'T KNOW THAT. YOU KNOW, IT'S VERY POIGNANT UNDERNEATH ALL THIS, YOU KNOW, LIVING OUT THE FANTASY OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE, THERE'S SORT OF PAIN ON THE INSIDE.

(Audience cheers and applause)
Rachel: CONTINUING WITH THE THEME OF ROCK & ROLL AND ALWAYS ON THE SUBJECT OF BOOKS, BOOK TELEVISION'S VIDEOGRAPHER LARS-PETER BJORNSON WAS RECENTLY IN LONDON, ENGLAND, FINDING OUT ABOUT GENESIS PUBLICATIONS.
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars-Peter: HEY, RACHEL. AH, IT WAS INCREDIBLE. IT WAS AMAZING. GENESIS PUBLICATIONS IS ONE OF THOSE LITTLE, NOW RARE, INDEPENDENT BOOK PUBLISHERS AND THEY DO THESE HAND-BOUND ONE-OFF BOOKS ABOUT, ROCK & ROLL LEGENDS, EXPLORERS, PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING THE STAFF OR MAYBE THE OWNER FINDS INTERESTING. INCREDIBLE, HAVE A LOOK.

(Upbeat instrumental music)

♪
[ Caption: Nick Roylance - Publisher, Genesis Publications ]

Nick: GENESIS PUBLICATIONS STARTED ABOUT 31 YEARS AGO IN THE '70s, AND IT WAS FOUNDED BY MY FATHER. AND HE WAS WORKING IN PUBLISHING, BUT HE WANTED TO CREATE HIS OWN COMPANY THAT WAS A LITTLE BIT DIFFERENT, THAT REALLY PRODUCED BOOKS IN THE TRADITIONS OF THE PRIVATE PRESS. THAT MEANS THAT EVERYTHING WAS MADE IN LIMITED NUMBERS TO THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE STANDARDS. AND, UM, AND HE WANTED TO DO SOMETHING THAT WAS, UH, THAT FORMED A COMMUNITY BETWEEN AUTHORS AND, UH, READERS AND PUBLISHER ALIKE.

♪
[ Caption: Ringo Starr ]

Ringo: I GOT THIS IDEA OF MAKING A BOOK CALLED POSTCARDS FROM THE BOYS. YOU OPEN IT UP AND LOOK AT THAT: THERE'S POSTCARDS IN IT. AND THIS ONES FROM-- (Laughs) IT'S FROM JOHN AND JULIA AND KYOKO. I MEAN, THAT'S AN OLD ONE. AND THESE SPECIAL EDITIONS ARE SIGNED. THERE'S A SIGNED PAGE IN EACH ONE. BUT THEY'RE GOING TO COST YOU A FEW BUCKS I'M AFRAID.

♪
[ Caption: Keith Hester - Book Collector ]

Keith: I'VE BOUGHT ABOUT 35 GENESIS BOOKS SINCE THE LATE '80s. THE GREAT ATTRACTION IN THESE BOOKS IS REALLY THE QUALITY OF THE PRODUCTION AND THE CARE AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL. THERE'S CLEARLY A PASSION IN THE SUBJECT THAT COMES ACROSS IN THE WAY GENESIS PRODUCE THEIR BOOKS.

(Whirring)

(Clanging)
Nick: WHAT REALLY MAKES GENESIS DIFFERENT IS THAT WHEN WE'RE PRODUCING BOOKS WE'RE NOT PRODUCING, SAY, I DON'T KNOW HOW MANY HUNDRED TITLES A YEAR. WE'RE PRODUCING MAYBE, LIKE, FOUR TO HALF A DOZEN BOOKS MAXIMUM A YEAR. IN EACH BOOK, WE MIGHT INVEST TWO OR THREE YEARS JUST GETTING EVERYTHING PERFECT. WE WON'T BE RUSHING OUT TO MEET A DEADLINE NECESSARILY. WE'LL JUST BE WORKING ON IT AS LONG AS WE CAN JUST TO GET THE BEST POSSIBLE BOOK.
[ Caption: Voice of George Martin - Music Producer ]

George: THIS BOOK'S BEEN STRANGE, REALLY, BECAUSE IT MADE ME LOOK BACK-- I DON'T NORMALLY LOOK BACK ALL THE TIME-- AND MADE ME REMEMBER THINGS, COURSE DIGGING UP OLD PHOTOGRAPHS AND GOING THROUGH THEM LIKE GOING THROUGH AN OLD PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM AND SAYING, "IS THAT REALLY ME?" IT'S BEEN FASCINATING. AND IT'S THE FIRST REAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY I'VE DONE. THERE'S SOME GREAT PHOTOGRAPHS IN THE BOOK, AND IT'S BEEN BEAUTIFULLY PRODUCED. LET ME KNOW WHEN.

(Whooshing)

(Melodic rock music)

♪
Nick: AT THE END OF THE DAY, WHEN THE BOOK'S DONE AND EVERYBODY'S HAPPY. WE SEND EVERYTHING OFF TO BE PRINTED IN MILAN. FOR US, THEY'RE STILL THE BEST PRINTERS IN THE WORLD AND OUR BOOKS ARE HAND BOUND THERE AS WELL. SOME ARE HAND BOUND HERE IN ENGLAND. IT JUST REALLY DEPENDS ON THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE BOOK.

♪
Keith: IF I WERE TO PICK SOME OF MY FAVOURITE BOOKS, I SUPPOSE THIS WOULD BE ONE OF THEM, WHICH WAS SONGS BY GEORGE HARRISON, NUMBER ONE.

♪ IT'S GONNA TAKE PLENTY OF MONEY ♪
Keith: AND AS YOU CAN SEE, IT'S BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED BY THE ARTIST KEITH WEST AND, UH, SIGNED BY GEORGE AND KEITH WEST ON THE TITLE PAGES. AND THIS IS VERY TYPICAL OF A GENESIS BOOK.

♪ TO DO IT, TO DO IT RIGHT ♪

♪
Nick: I THINK GEORGE LIKED THE WAY MY DAD WORKED AND APPRECIATED HE WAS TRYING TO MAKE SOMETHING QUALITY AND HE PUBLISHED A NUMBER OF BOOKS WITH HIM AND THEY FORMED A CLOSE WORKING RELATIONSHIP. I GUESS WHAT SPUN OFF FROM THAT IS THE BEATLES ASKED GENESIS TO PUT TOGETHER THE BEATLES ANTHOLOGY.

♪ A LITTLE COLDER ♪

♪ NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA, NA ♪

♪
[ Caption: David Williams - Genesis Publications ]

David: THIS IS THE BOOK WE DID ON BOB MARLEY, UH, REBEL MUSIC. ERIC CLAPTON WROTE A CONTRIBUTION TO IT. PATTY SMITH, WHO WORKED WITH HIM, JOE STRUMMER, AND SO THESE ARE PREVIOUSLY UNSEEN PICTURES OF MARLEY OUT ON THE ROAD AND JUST PLAYING AT HOME, PLAYING FOOTBALL, DANCING, DRINKING. AND ALL THE PEOPLE WHO KNEW BOB MARLEY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO IT, SO THERE'S LOTS OF FAMOUS PEOPLE WHO WORKED WITH MARLEY, HAVE WRITTEN CHAPTERS AND WHATEVER. AND ONE OF THESE PAGES, WE'VE TAKEN IT-- ONE OF THE PAGES IS PRINTED ON CANNABIS PAPER. SO IT'S PAPER MADE FROM THE CANNABIS PLANT.
Man: WHERE IS THAT ONE?
David: I DON'T KNOW. I WOULDN'T KNOW WHAT CANNABIS LOOKS LIKE.
Keith: I WOULD THINK I'VE SPENT PROBABLY CLOSE ON ABOUT 15,000 POUNDS ON BUYING GENESIS BOOKS.

(Upbeat rock music)
Nick: THE BEST PART OF GENESIS FOR ME IS THE FACT THAT THIS IS SOMETHING YOU'RE GOING TO WANT TO PASS ON, AND A BOOK THAT, IF YOU LOOK AFTER IT WELL, IS GOING TO, AS I SAY, LAST 200 YEARS. AND FOR ME, THAT'S SPECIAL AND UNIQUE AND, UH, AND THE THOUGHT AND THE EFFORT THAT IS INVESTED IN THAT, I THINK, IS A, YOU KNOW, A SPECIAL THING TO GENESIS.
Kim: COMING UP...
Emily: EVERY BOY WISHES THEY COULD FLY AND BE INVINCIBLE, AND HERE'S AN ALIEN WHO COMES TO OUR PLANET AND MANAGES TO DO THESE THINGS.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

[ BREAK ]
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: IS IT A BIRD? IS IT A PLANE? NO, IT'S SUPERMAN. YOU KNOW, GENERATIONS OF KIDS HAVE GROWN UP READING THE COMICS, THE GRAPHIC NOVELS, WATCHING THE MOVIES. SUPERMAN IS EASILY THE MOST FAMOUS SUPERHERO OF OUR GENERATION. HERE'S A LOOK AT THE MAN'S CAREER.
Male Announcer: FASTER THAN A SPEEDING BULLET...

(Whooshing)
Announcer: ...MORE POWERFUL THAN A LOCOMOTIVE...

(Whooshing)
Announcer: ...THE MAN OF STEEL...
Woman: WHO ARE YOU?
Announcer: ...IT'S SUPERMAN.

(Triumphant instrumental music)
[ Caption: Neal Adams - Comic Book Artist ]

Neal: SUPERMAN IS THE TOP OF THE SPECTRUM. THERE IS NO SUPERHERO THAT IS GREATER THAN SUPERMAN. SUPERMAN IS THE EPITOME.
[ Caption: Rob Salem - Television Critic ]
Rob: IT STARTED WITH TWO YOUNG TEENAGERS IN THE '40s: JOE SHUSTER AND JERRY SIEGEL. JOE SHUSTER WHO HAD ACTUALLY GROWN UP TO ABOUT THE AGE OF 9 HERE IN TORONTO.
Man: LISTEN, LOIS, THIS GUY IS FASTER THAN ANYTHING, I SWEAR.
Lois: IF YOU'RE NOT FAST, YOU'RE GOING TO MISS YOUR TRAIN.
Man: THAT'S IT, A BULLET. A BULLET, HE'S FASTER, NO, HE'S FASTER THAN A SPEEDING BULLET.
[ Caption: Historical Minute courtesy of Heritage Canada ]
Rob: AND THEN MOVED TO CLEVELAND. THEY MET IN CLEVELAND AND THEY PUT TOGETHER THIS COMIC STRIP CALLED SUPERMAN. THEY HAD DONE A COUPLE OF VERSIONS OF IT, FINALLY SOLD ONE TO DC COMICS. UM, AND ACTUALLY, WHAT THEY SOLD WAS AN ACTUAL COMIC STRIP AND DC BOUGHT IT AND THEN THEY HAD TO CUT IT BACK INTO A COMIC BOOK FORM.

♪
[ Caption: Gerard Jones - Author, Men of Tomorrow ]

Gerard: WHEN SUPERMAN APPEARED IN 1938, SUDDENLY, THERE WAS AN AUDIENCE. SUDDENLY, THERE WERE KIDS AND TEENAGERS WHO HAD SEEMINGLY BEEN WAITING FOR THIS COMIC BOOK, THIS STRANGE SUPERHERO, WITHOUT ANYONE KNOWING IT. AND THE MEDIUM AS WE KNOW IT, REALLY GREW OUT OF THAT ONE MYSTERIOUS, ASTONISHING SUCCESS.
Announcer: YES, IT'S SUPERMAN, YOUNG AMERICA'S STALWART IDOL WHOSE ASTOUNDING EXPLOITS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE UNPRECEDENTED MONTHLY SALES OF 800,000 COPIES OF ACTION COMICS MAGAZINE.
Rob: ONE OF THE FIRST MASS MEDIA MARKETED CHARACTERS EVER IN THAT HE WAS ON RADIO VERY QUICKLY, HE WAS IN NEWSPAPER COMIC STRIPS, HE WAS IN COMIC BOOKS AND, OF COURSE, LATER WENT ON TO SERIALS AND TELEVISION AND MOVIES.
[ Caption: Emily Pohl-Weary - Author and Editor, Kiss Machine ]

Emily: EVERY BOY WISHES THEY COULD FLY AND BE INVINCIBLE, AND HERE'S AN ALIEN WHO COMES TO OUR PLANET AND MANAGES TO DO THESE THINGS. YET HE LOOKS LIKE US AND HE TALKS LIKE US.
[ Caption: Superman (1978) courtesy of Warner Bros. ]
[ Caption: Neil Gaiman - Creator/Author, The Sandman ]
Neil: I ALWAYS THOUGHT, AS A CHARACTER, SUPERMAN IS A GREAT CHARACTER BECAUSE HE WAS THE PERFECT... SUPERHERO. HE REALLY WAS A HOLE IN ONE. ONE OF THE VERY FIRST SUPERHEROES AND EVERYTHING WAS RIGHT ON A LEVEL THAT WAS DEEPLY, DEEPLY SATISFYING AND HE BECAME INSTANTLY ICONIC AND HE'S UTTERLY A FORCE FOR GOOD.
[ Caption: Superman Returns (2006) courtesy of Warner Bros. ]

[ Caption: Umberto Eco - Author, The Mysterious Flame of Queen Loana ]

Umberto: SUPERMAN COULD NEVER MARRY. BUT NOT ONLY IN ORDER TO KEEP THE STORIES WHOLE AND TO HAVE ALWAYS NEW STORIES WITHOUT MAKING HIM AGE. THE OTHER WERE OBLIGED TO MAKE A LOT OF FLASHBACKS TO TELL, FOR INSTANCE, IMPOSSIBLE STORIES. IF BY CHANCE SUPERMAN MARRIED LOIS LANE, IF BY CHANCE SUPERMAN WAS NOT BORN IN THAT-- SO IT WAS AN IMMENSE EFFORT TO KEEP GOING WITH THE STORY WITHOUT ACCEPTING THE PASSAGE OF TIME. THAT IS THIS FROZEN SITUATION IS TYPICAL OF THE MYTHICAL HERO.

(Whooshing)
Woman: LEX, YOU'RE NOT A GOD.
Lex: GODS ARE SELFISH BEINGS WHO FLY AROUND IN LITTLE RED CAPES AND DON'T SHARE THEIR POWER WITH MANKIND.

(Whooshing)
Rob: IN THE MOVIE, THE WAY THAT THEY'VE CONTEMPORIZED HIM-- BECAUSE THERE'S GOT TO BE A WAY TO RELATE HIM TO A CONTEMPORARY AUDIENCE AND THERE ARE WAYS TO DO THAT WITHOUT INTERFERING, WITHOUT SCREWING, WITHOUT TUGGING ON HIS CAPE. SO HE'S SORT OF BROUGHTEN INTO THIS SITUATION NOW WHERE HE'S HAD THIS KID WITH-- IF ANYBODY WHO HASN'T SEEN THE MOVIE, THIS WILL RUIN IT FOR THEM. HE'S HAD THIS KID WITH LOIS LANE AND THEY'VE NOW SPLIT UP AND SHE'S WITH SOMEBODY ELSE. SO THERE'S THIS KIND OF IDEA AT THE END OF THE MOVIE THAT THEY'RE NOW THIS EXTENDED FAMILY, WHICH IS A VERY COMMON SCENARIO IN TODAY'S SOCIETY.

♪
[ Caption: Bryan Singer - Director, Superman Returns & X-Men ]

Bryan: IF IT WASN'T FOR MY FAN-SHIP FOR SUPERMAN AND FOR HOW THAT FIRST FILM IN 1978 SHOWED THAT YOU CAN ACTUALLY TAKE A COMIC CHARACTER AND MAKE AN EPIC MOVIE OUT OF IT, I WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN INVOLVED WITH X-MEN TO BEGIN WITH IT.

♪
[ Caption: Kevin Burns - Director, Look, Up in the Sky ]

Kevin: THE FIRST TWO CHAPTERS OF THE DONNER MOVIE, WHICH IS KIND OF A THREE-ACT PLAY, ARE VERY, VERY SERIOUS AND VERY, VERY INSPIRING. AND I THINK THAT THAT'S KIND OF WHAT INFORMED BRYAN ALL ALONG. AND, YOU KNOW, I HADN'T SEEN SMALLVILLE BEFORE DOING THE DOC. I HAD NEVER WATCHED SMALLVILLE. I HAD KIND OF A VAGUE NOTION OF IT AND THEN THE MORE I KEPT LOOKING AT CLIPS FROM IT, THE MORE I KEPT SAYING, "WOW, THAT'S LOOKS REALLY PRETTY INTERESTING." I'M NOW A SMALLVILLE JUNKY. AND WHAT'S INTERESTING IS HOW FANS OF SMALLVILLE ARE GOING TO FIND THAT BRYAN'S MOVIE IN TERMS OF THE TONE AND THE EMPHASIS ON THE CHARACTER AND THE EMOTION OF THE CHARACTER AND THE FEELINGS OF ISOLATION OF THE CHARACTER ARE GOING TO BE VERY MUCH IN HARMONY WITH WHAT SMALLVILLE'S BEEN DOING FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS.
Bryan: HE LEADS BY EXAMPLE. HIS FATHER SAID IN ONE OF THE EARLY PICTURES, JOR-EL SAYS, "USE YOUR LEADERSHIP TO STIR OTHERS." AND I THINK IN THAT WAY HE'S A LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL, HE'S A BREATH OF FRESH AIR THROUGH DIFFICULT TIMES AND HE'S INSPIRING.

(Thudding)
Superman: BAD VIBRATIONS?
[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: MOST OF YOU WILL REMEMBER MEG TILLY FROM HER AWARD-WINNING ROLE IN AGNES OF GOD OR FROM THE BIG CHILL. WELL, SHE'S ALSO WRITTEN TWO NOVELS; HER SECOND IS GEMMA. IT'S A SEMIAUTOBIOGRAPHICAL LOOK AT THE COLD, HARD TRUTHS OF CHILD ABUSE. TELL ME, WHO IS GEMMA?
Meg: GEMMA'S, UM, SHE'S A LITTLE GIRL. SHE'S 12 YEARS OLD, WELL, NOT SO LITTLE. SHE'S 12 AND SHE'S A GIRL THAT IS ABDUCTED IN THE BOOK. SO THE BOOK IS THE STORY OF A CHILD ABDUCTION. SHE IS A FICTIONAL CHARACTER, BUT THERE'S BIG PARTS OF ME THROUGHOUT.
Rachel: AT TIMES I FOUND IT VERY HARD TO READ.
Meg: YES.
Rachel: I MEAN, YOU ARE WRITING GRAPHICALLY ABOUT PHYSICAL AND SEXUAL ABUSE, GRAPHICALLY.
Meg: RIGHT, RIGHT.
Rachel: TELL ME ABOUT THAT PROCESS. WHAT WAS THAT LIKE?
Meg: IT WAS REALLY, REALLY HARD. I DIDN'T WANT TO BACK AWAY FROM THE MATERIAL 'CAUSE I FELT TO WHITEWASH AND SANITIZE HIM AND POLLYANNA HIM UP ISN'T FAIR TO THE MILLIONS OF KIDS OUT THERE WHO ARE SUFFERING THROUGH THIS ABUSE. I WANT PEOPLE TO KNOW THE TRUTH OF IT.
Rachel: I WONDERED THAT IF THIS BOOK HAD BEEN WRITTEN BY A MAN IF IT WOULD HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED.
Meg: RIGHT, HUH.
Rachel: AND IF IT WOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO HAVE BEEN SEEN AS THE SORT OF LITERATURE THAT YOU'VE CREATED, OR IF, IN FACT, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN DEEMED AS PORNOGRAPHIC.
[ Caption: Meg Tilly - Author, Gemma ]
Meg: TO FIND PORNOGRAPHIC WHAT THE REST OF US FIND HORRIFYING, THAT MIGHT BE, LIKE, A TEST THAT MAYBE SOME GUYS WHO WONDER: IF THEY ARE GETTING TURNED ON BY THIS, THEN MAYBE THEY NEED TO SEEK HELP.
[ Caption: Agnes of God (1985) courtesy of Columbia Pictures ]

Agnes: NO, DON'T TOUCH ME PLEASE!
Nun: STOP HER, SHE'LL HURT HERSELF.
[ Caption: After appearing in a string of Hollywood movies, Meg quit acting to concentrate on writing. ]

Woman: NO, LET HER GO.
Nun 2: I'M NOT COMPLYING WITH THIS!

(Agnes screaming)
Woman: I SAID LEAVE HER ALONE.
Rachel: TELL ME, I MEAN, THE PROCESS OF WRITING AND THE PROCESS OF ACTING, IT'S SO DIFFERENT. ONE IS BLATANTLY EXTROVERTED AND ONE IS BLATANTLY INTROVERTED. DO YOU EVER MISS HAVING THAT OUTLET TO BE, YOU KNOW, THE CAMERA'S GO ON AND THERE YOU ARE IN CHARACTER DOING YOUR THING?
Meg: THERE ARE SOMETIMES, HONEST, YEAH. WE LIVE IN THE VANCOUVER-ISH AREA. SOMETIMES I'LL WALK BY AND THERE'LL BE A MOVIE SET, AND IT'S SO ODD TO ME. IT'S LIKE, "I USED TO DO THAT?"
[ Caption: Sleep With Me (1994) courtesy of United Artists ]

Sarah: I KNOW MY MAN.

(Waves crashing)
Man: WHAT ABOUT YOU AND ME?
Sarah: US? OH, (Laughs) WE WOULD HAVE BEEN FINE.
Meg: WITH WRITING, I'M DIVING IN DEEP AND I GET TO SET THE WHOLE STAGE, BUT I'M DOING IT BY MYSELF, AND THAT'S WONDERFUL 'CAUSE I DON'T NEED PERMISSION OR SOMEBODY TO HIRE ME TO DO IT. BUT WITH THE ACTING, YOU'RE CREATING WITH OTHER PEOPLE, SO THERE'S ALWAYS THOSE UNEXPECTED SURPRISES. LIKE TWO JAKES WASN'T A GOOD MOVIE, BUT I LOVED WORKING WITH JACK NICHOLSON. AND WHEN HIS EXPRESSION WOULD CHANGE JUST A LITTLE BIT, THEN KITTY, MY CHARACTER, IT WOULD MEAN SOMETHING ELSE AND IT WAS LIKE BEAUTIFUL DANCING.
[ Caption: The Two Jakes (1990) courtesy of Paramount Pictures ]

Kitty: IF THERE'S A RELATIONSHIP... I'D LIKE TO KNOW ABOUT IT, YES.
Meg: SOMETIMES THAT WAS FUN, YOU KNOW, TO DANCE WITH SOMEBODY WHO WAS A REALLY GOOD DANCER AND HAVE THAT WHOLE WORLD. IT WAS FUN, YOU KNOW, BUT I DON'T REGRET IT. NOT ONCE HAVE I EVER REGRETTED BY DECISION, NOT ONCE.
Kim: UP NEXT...
Charlotte: HE WAS RELUCTANT TO SPEND THE TIME ON TAKING HIS INVENTION FROM THE LABORATORY BENCH INTO THE MARKETPLACE.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

[ BREAK ]
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)
[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: CANADIAN HISTORY IS OFTEN DESCRIBED AS SLIGHTLY LESS THAN LACKLUSTER, BUT NOT WHEN SEEN THROUGH THE EYES OF BIOGRAPHER CHARLOTTE GRAY. SHE HAS WRITTEN A QUIRKY AND OFTEN ROMANTIC BIOGRAPHY OF ONE ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL. WHY ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL? WHAT WAS IT ABOUT THIS MAN THAT INTRIGUED YOU INITIALLY?
[ Caption: Charlotte Gray - Author, Reluctant Genius ]
Charlotte: I DON'T KNOW WHETHER YOU'VE EVER BEEN TO BADDECK IN CAPE BRETON. AND I WENT THERE TO SEE THIS MUSEUM AND WAS FASCINATED BY THE GUY'S SHEER ECCENTRICITY, 'CAUSE HE WAS, FRANKLY, A BIT OF A NUTTER. YOU'RE HARDLY IN THE MUSEUM FOR MORE THAN TWO MINUTES BEFORE YOU REALIZE THAT ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL DID NOT MANAGE TO LIVE HIS LIFE ALONE. HE HAD AN INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT PARTNER, MABEL, HIS WIFE.

(Dissonant techno music)
Charlotte: THEY MET WHEN HE WAS 24 AND A TEACHER OF THE DEAF IN BOSTON AND SHE WAS 14. SHE WAS A BRILLIANT LIP READER, BUT SHE NEEDED TO LEARN TO ARTICULATE. AND HE FELL IN LOVE WITH HER. BUT, I MEAN, JUST THINK, NOW YOU THINK, "A TEACHER/STUDENT RELATIONSHIP LIKE THAT, A GUY WHO'S 24 AND SHE'S ONLY 14?" BECAUSE SHE WAS DEAF, SHE COULD NEVER USE THE TELEPHONE, SO THEY WROTE LETTERS TO EACH OTHER THE WHOLE TIME. AND I HAVE THIS TREASURE TROVE OF THE MOST INCREDIBLE, A LIFETIME CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN TWO PEOPLE IN LOVE.
Rachel: TELL ME ABOUT THE TITLE OF YOUR BOOK. RELUCTANT GENIUS, WHAT'S THAT?
Charlotte: HE WAS A GENIUS BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER OF THINGS HE INVENTED: TELEPHONE, HYDROPLANES, FLYING MACHINES, DESALINATION PLANTS. HE EVEN DID DRAWINGS FOR CHEMICAL TOILETS. HE WAS RELUCTANT EVER TO SPEND THE TIME ON TAKING HIS INVENTION FROM THE LABORATORY BENCH INTO THE MARKETPLACE.

(Staccato classical music)
Charlotte: THE ONLY WAY THAT THE TELEPHONE ACTUALLY MADE THAT LEAP WAS BECAUSE MABEL, HER FATHER WAS A PATENT LAWYER AND HE PUSHED TO ACTUALLY PATENT THE INVENTION SO THAT HE WOULD ACTUALLY GET SOME MONEY. BUT FROM THEN ON, NONE OF HIS OTHER INVENTIONS MADE AS MUCH MONEY AS THEY SHOULD HAVE. ONCE HE'D INVENTED THE TELEPHONE, HE WAS SO RICH, HE DIDN'T ACTUALLY NEED OR FEEL THE NEED FOR MONEY, SO HE DIDN'T HAVE THAT HUNGER. AND PARTLY BECAUSE HE WAS PROBABLY... HE'S THE LEAST MATERIALISTIC PERSON YOU OR I WOULD EVER MEET. HE JUST WANTED TO KEEP INVENTING.
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Peter: BEING BLIND IS A MYSTERY FOR MOST, BUT IMAGINE LOSING SIGHT SLOWLY OVER TIME. WELL, THAT'S WHAT AUTHOR RYAN KNIGHTON HAD TO FACE WHEN HE WAS DIAGNOSED WITH RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA ON HIS 18th BIRTHDAY. HIS NEW BOOK COCKEYED CHRONICLES HOW HE'S HAD TO COME TO TERMS WITH THE BLINDNESS WITHOUT LOSING SIGHT OF HIS DREAMS. I MET UP WITH HIM AT IKEA AND, AS YOU'LL FIND, SHOPPING FOR A COUCH IS A LITTLE BIT DIFFERENT WITH RYAN.
[ Caption: Ryan Knighton - Author, Cockeyed ]
Ryan: THIS IS BROWN, RIGHT? WHEREAS THIS... THIS FEELS BROWN TO ME TOO. RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA IS SOMETHING I WAS DIAGNOSED WITH ON MY 18th BIRTHDAY. AND I'M EMBARRASSED TO SAY I STILL DON'T TOTALLY UNDERSTAND HOW IT WORKS. IT'S VERY HARD TO DESCRIBE WHAT BLINDNESS LOOKS LIKE BECAUSE IT'S NOT A VISUAL IDEA. IN THE BOOK I SAY, UM, WHEN YOU FIRST DEVELOP BLIND SPOTS IN YOUR VISUAL FIELD, IT'S LIKE SAYING, "LOOK AT THE FLOOR WITH YOUR FEET." YOUR PERIPHERAL VISION BEGINS TO NARROW TO THE POINT RIGHT NOW WHERE, UM, IF I LOOK THROUGH MY RIGHT EYE, I CAN SEE ABOUT A PINHOLE THAT'S LESS THAN HALF THE SIZE OF ONE LETTER ON A PRINTED PAGE. AND THE OTHER EYE, ALL I SEE IS, LIKE, A VASELINE SMEAR.
IN PART I WROTE THE BOOK BECAUSE I WAS READING A LOT OF OTHER MEMOIRS ABOUT BLINDNESS AND, UM, I FOUND IT HARD TO FIND THE ONE THAT I REALLY WANTED. AND MANY OF THEM, THEY'RE KIND OF CONTROLLED BY THE PATHOLOGY OF THE DISEASE IN THE FIRST PLACE, AND THEY KIND OF PREDETERMINE THAT THE ENDING WILL BE A KIND OF OVERCOMING STORY. I WANTED TO FIND SOME OTHER WAY TO TELL THAT KIND OF STORY, ONE THAT'S LESS DRIVEN BY THE PATHOLOGY. AND, SECONDLY, A LOT OF THEM LACKED A KIND OF SENSE OF HUMOUR THAT I THOUGHT WAS REALLY ENDEMIC TO BLINDNESS. COMEDY IS REALLY ABOUT YOUR KIND OF INCONGRUITY WITH THE WORLD. AND, UH, SLAPSTICK IS ABOUT THE UNDERMINING OF PRETENSE. AND WHAT I END UP DOING INADVERTENTLY ALL THE TIME IS UNDERMINING SIGHTED PEOPLE'S PRETENSIONS.
IS THAT ORANGE? THEY BECOME VERY SELF-CONSCIOUS ABOUT THE SIGHT-CENTRED THINGS IN THEIR LANGUAGE, WHICH ARE-- EVERYBODY GETS REALLY HAND- WRINGING ABOUT. THEY'RE LIKE, "SEE YOU LATER. (Gasps)" LIKE I'M GOING TO, YOU KNOW, WEEP ON THE SPOT BECAUSE THEY HAVE SOMEHOW MADE REFERENCE TO THE THING I LOST. ORANGES AND REDS I CAN STILL KIND OF SEE 'CAUSE THEY'RE REALLY STRIKING. IT'S THE SUBTLE-- IT'S THE SUBTLETY OF THOSE THINGS LIKE THAT ONE THAT JUST LOSE ME. I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THAT IS. IS THAT GRAY? IS IT BROWN? IS IT GREEN? I HAVE NO CLUE.
THE SCENE IN THE BOOK THAT'S SET IN IKEA IS MY WIFE TRACY AND I WERE SHOPPING FOR A COUCH. I COULDN'T SEE THE DIFFERENCE. I MEAN, I CAN STILL SEE SOME LIGHT AND COLOUR, BUT IT ALL JUST LOOKED LIKE BROWN TO ME. I DON'T REALLY HAVE A WORD FOR WHAT I AM. I'M NOT REALLY BLIND 'CAUSE I SEE A LITTLE BIT, BUT I'M NOT SIGHTED BY ANY MEANS. AND KIND OF THAT MISSING WORD WOULD DESCRIBE A VERY COMIC STATE THAT I'M ALWAYS LIVING IN. FEELS BROWN TO ME. THERE YOU GO.
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Rachel: WELL, THAT'S IT FOR THIS WEEK. THANKS FOR WATCHING. PLEASE LOG ON TO booktelevision.com AND LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK.
Kim: THERE'S A WORD THIS WEEK FORUM. CHECK US OUT. GIVE US SOME FEEDBACK. FROM PETER, RACHEL AND MYSELF, TAKE CARE.

[ CREDITS ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

♪

(Closed captions created by Bravo!) 
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