The Word This Week

6-05


Rachel: HI, I'M RACHEL HARRY. 
Kim: I'M K.C.C. 
Rachel: WELCOME TO THE SHOW.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

♪ 
Rachel: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, THE GLITZ AND GLAMOUR OF THE GILLERS. THE WINNER FOR THE 2006 SCOTIA BANK GILLER PRIZE IS... 
Rachel: ROYALTY AND MYSTERY AT THE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF AUTHORS. 
Geoffrey: WE'RE LUCKY TO HAVE IN TORONTO ONE OF THE BEST LITERARY FESTIVALS IN THE WORLD. 
Rachel: DINNER, DISCUSSION AND DELIGHTS AT A LITERARY SALON. 
Jonathan: HOSTESSES WOULD VIE FOR THE MOST CHARMING GUESTS, AND WHEN NOT IN EXILE, THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER WAS VOLTAIRE.

(Bell dings) 
Rachel: AND HONOURING NELSON MANDELA.

(Rhythmic drumming and chanting) 
Mandela: NEVER, AND NEVER AGAIN SHALL IT BE THAT THIS BEAUTIFUL LAND WILL AGAIN EXPERIENCE THE OPPRESSION OF ONE BY ANOTHER.

♪ 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss & Rachel Harry ]

Kim: IT'S AWARDS SEASON. COMING UP ON THIS SHOW WE HAVE THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS FREEDOM AWARDS THAT HONOUR JOURNALISTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD. WE ALSO HAVE THE RIGHT HONOURABLE GOVERNOR GENERAL AWARDS. 
Rachel: BUT FIRST WE HAVE THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS, THE $40,000 THAT GOES TO THE WINNER OF THE SCOTIA BANK GILLER PRIZE. 
Kim: HELD HERE AT THE FOUR SEASONS HOTEL, IT'S NAMED AFTER THE LATE DORIS GILLER, AN EDITOR AND A JOURNALIST. IT'S ALSO ONE OF THE MOST EAGERLY-ANTICIPATED NIGHT OUTS OF THE YEAR. 
Rachel: GOWNS, JEWELS, AMAZING FOOD AND A PRIZE THAT WILL CERTAINLY CHANGE THE LIFE OF ONE WRITER.

(Melodic instrumental music)

♪ 
Man: THE WINNER FOR THE 2006 SCOTIA BANK GILLER PRIZE IS... VINCENT LAM.

(Cheers and applause) 
Rachel: DR. VINCENT LAM NOW HAS THE DISTINCTION OF BEING BOTH AN AWARD-WINNING WRITER AND AN EMERGENCY ROOM DOCTOR. HIS BOOK BLOODLETTING AND MIRACULOUS CURES IS A SERIES OF 12 SHORT STORIES ABOUT A GROUP OF FOUR STUDENTS MAKING THEIR WAY THROUGH MEDICAL SCHOOL.

♪ 
[ Caption: Vincent Lam; Bloodletting & Miraculous Cures ]

Vincent: IT FEELS BOTH AMAZING AND SHOCKING TO BE ABLE TO COME TO THIS POINT IN TWO OF MY DREAMS. AND I DON'T KNOW WHAT ELSE TO SAY BECAUSE IT'S REALLY RATHER ASTONISHING TO ME AS MUCH AS TO ANYONE ELSE.

♪ 
[ Caption: Madame Adrienne Clarkson; Juror - 2006 Scotia Bank Giller Prize ]

Adrienne: I THINK ALL THE FIVE BOOKS IN THE FINAL LIST WERE REMARKABLE AND VERY, VERY, VERY DIFFERENT. BUT I THINK THAT VINCENT'S BOOK HAD A QUALITY WHICH I THINK MANY PEOPLE ARE GOING TO FIND VERY ACCESSIBLE. AND I THINK IF THERE'S ONE THING ABOUT THE GILLER PRIZE IT'S THAT PEOPLE GET TO KNOW WHO'S NOMINATED AND IT DOES DO A LOT FOR BOOKS IN CANADA. AND I THINK THAT TO HAVE SOMETHING THAT IS ACCESSIBLE LIKE THIS IN THIS PARTICULAR WAY IS RATHER REMARKABLE. HE'S A VERY GOOD WRITER AND HE'S ONLY BEGINNING.

♪ 
Vincent: I THINK THIS PRIZE IS A FANTASTIC THING FOR CANADIAN BOOKS AND OBVIOUSLY FOR A YOUNG WRITER IT'S A FANTASTIC THING FOR, UM, ONE'S CAREER. AND THIS IS A PRIZE WHICH HAS VERY MUCH RAISED THE PROFILE AND THE EXCITEMENT THAT SURROUNDS CANADIAN WRITING. AND THAT IS SOMETHING THAT I AM HUGELY IN SUPPORT OF.

(Funky pop music) 
[ Caption: Melanie Rutledge; Canada Council for the Arts ]

Melanie: IT IS THE 70th PRESENTATION OF THE AWARDS. SO THAT'S A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE. THE AWARDS WERE FOUNDED IN 1937, AND, UH, THEY ARE THE OLDEST LITERARY AWARD IN THE COUNTRY. AND WE'RE CERTAINLY PROUD OF THAT AND DO ALL WE CAN TO PROMOTE IT AS SUCH.

(Audience applause) 
Ross: HAVING LIVED ABROAD FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS IT'S REALLY NICE TO COME BACK WITH A LITERARY LAUREL RATHER THAN, AS I THOUGHT WOULD HAPPEN MANY YEARS AGO, COME BACK TO UNEMPLOYMENT AND DISGRACE. SO IT WAS A WONDERFUL, WONDERFUL THING TO HAPPEN.
Rachel: IT'S KIND OF NICE TO BE ABLE TO LAUGH ABOUT UNEMPLOYMENT AND DISGRACE. 
[ Caption: Ross King, GG's Award for Non-Fiction; The Judgement of Paris ]
Ross: YES, YES, YES. ALTHOUGH WHO KNOWS. IT MAY BECKON IN THE FUTURE. SO. 
Rachel: YOU ARE A WRITER. 
Ross: YES, EXACTLY. A PRECARIOUS OCCUPATION. 
Peter: COMING HOME AND GETTING THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S IS KIND OF A THRILL. 
Rachel: WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO WITH THE CASH? 
[ Caption: Peter Behrens, GG's Award for Fiction; The Law of Dreams ]

Peter: (Chuckles) IT'LL PROBABLY GO INTO THE BANK ACCOUNT THAT'S FUNDING THE WRITING OF THE NEXT BOOK, I SUPPOSE. 
[ Caption: Daniel MacIvor, GG's Award for Drama; I Still Love You ]

Daniel: THE COLLECTION OF PLAYS, I STILL LOVE YOU, THAT THE AWARD WAS GIVEN TO, IS A BOOK OF PLAYS THAT REPRESENT 15 YEARS OF MY WORK IN A THEATRE COMPANY THAT I'VE JUST WORKED-- THAT I'M CLOSING THIS YEAR. SO IT REALLY IS-- IT'S LIKE AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO, UH, TO MOVE ON AND KEEP WRITING. AND SO, IT'S A PERFECT TIMING THING FOR ME. ALSO, I JUST BOUGHT A HOUSE AND, UH, IT'S GREAT TIMING THAT WAY. ALTHOUGH I HAVEN'T LOOKED INSIDE YET, I DON'T KNOW IF THERE'S ANYTHING IN THERE OR NOT. 
Rachel: IT MIGHT JUST BE A CHOCOLATE BAR, A NICE TOBLERONE.
Daniel: IT MIGHT BE-- I HOPE IT'S NOT JUST A CHOCOLATE BAR.

(Laughing) 
Melanie: I THINK THE FACT THAT THERE WAS A NICE MIX OF SMALLER PRESSES, LARGER PRESSES, REALLY SHOWS THAT, UH, CERTAINLY PUBLISHING IN CANADA IS ALIVE AND WELL, AND WRITING IS DEFINITELY ALIVE AND WELL. SO WE'RE VERY HAPPY TO SEE THAT.

(Bell dings)

(Traffic din)

(Soft instrumental music)

(Conversation din)

♪ 
Kim: BEHIND ME IS KIND OF LIKE THE WHO'S WHO OF CANADIAN JOURNALISM. WE ARE AT THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS FREEDOM AWARDS. EACH YEAR, $3,000 PRIZES ARE HANDED OUT TO JOURNALISTS WHO LAY THEIR LIFE ON THE LINE IN ORDER TO GET THE JOB DONE.

(Conversation din) 
Kim: YOU GOT THREE PRINCIPAL WINNERS TONIGHT, WHO ARE THEY? 
[ Caption: Anne Game; Exec. Dir., Canadian Journalists for Free Expression ]

Anne: WE HAVE ABEER AL-ASKARY. SHE'S A YOUNG EGYPTIAN JOURNALIST WHO DID A LOT OF WORK UNCOVERING CORRUPTION IN THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR IN EGYPT. SHE HERSELF HAS BEEN A VICTIM IN TERMS OF BEING ABUSED. 
Woman: I CAN'T WAIT TO HEAR YOUR STORY. 
Anne: SHE'S A PERSON WHO HAS SHOWN A LOT OF COURAGE AND DIGNITY AND UNDER VERY, VERY DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES.

(Applause) 
[ Caption: Abeer Al-Askary; Egyptian Journalist ]

Abeer: I WANTED TO SAY I AM NOT AFRAID OF BEING ARRESTED OR EVEN KILLED BECAUSE I KNOW THAT OUR JOURNEY IS VERY DIFFICULT AND VERY LONG. AND THE PRICE FOR ACHIEVING FREE EXPRESSION IS VERY HIGH. BUT I'M READY TO PAY THIS PRICE RIGHT NOW, NOT TOMORROW. RIGHT NOW. 
[ Caption: Sally Armstrong; Journalist/IPFA Judge ]

Sally: THERE IS TREMENDOUS PRESSURE IN MANY, MANY COUNTRIES THE WORLD OVER TO SUPPRESS THE TRUTH. AND WITHOUT IT, LET'S FACE IT, IF WE CAN'T TALK ABOUT IT, WE CAN'T CHANGE IT.

(Lively percussive music)

(Speaking Spanish) 
Anne: HOLLMAN MORRIS IS A COLOMBIAN JOURNALIST WHO HAS A BACKGROUND IN RADIO, TELEVISION AS A DOCUMENTARY- MAKER. HE HAS A TELEVISION SHOW CALLED CONTRAVIA WHICH TALKS ABOUT THE SITUATION IN COLOMBIA. IT'S VERY CONTROVERSIAL. HE'S RECEIVED DEATH THREATS. IN FACT, ONCE HE EVEN RECEIVED A FUNERAL WREATH AT HIS DOOR ANNOUNCING HIS DEATH.

♪ 
Kim: WORDS OF WISDOM FOR JOURNALISTS THAT LAY THEIR LIFE ON THE LINE. SHOULD THEY DO IT?

(Speaking Spanish) 
[ Caption: Hollman Morris; Colombian Journalist ]

Interpreter: HOW ELSE COULD BARBARISM BE DEFEATED? ABU GHRAIB; IF IT WASN'T FOR THOSE WHO PUBLISH THE PICTURE, WHO WOULD HAVE PROTECTED THESE PEOPLE?

(Emotive instrumental music) 
[ Caption: Paul Knox; Journalist/IPFA Judge ]

Paul: ANYBODY WHO'S ABLE TO DO THE KIND OF STORIES THAT HOLLMAN DID, OR THE KIND OF RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF STORIES ABOUT YOU KNOW, DRUG-TRAFFICKING, CALL IT CORRUPTION, IT'S JUST A REAL SPECIAL KIND OF COURAGE THAT YOU HAVE TO HAVE.

(Mysterious music) 
Anne: THE THIRD AWARD GOES TO HAYAT ULLAH KHAN, WHO-- UNFORTUNATELY IT'S A POSTHUMOUS AWARD. HAYAT ULLAH WAS A TRIBAL JOURNALIST IN PAKISTAN. HIS FAMILY BELIEVED THAT HE WAS TAKEN PRISONER BY THE GOVERNMENT AND HE WAS FOUND LATER WITH A BULLET IN HIS HEAD, WITH HANDCUFFS. 
[ Caption: Joe Schlesinger; Journalist ]

Joe: THESE JOURNALISTS, THEY WORK ALONE; THEY'RE ALL ALONE AGAINST THE POWERS THAT BE. THERE IS NO SUPPORT. THERE IS NO LOCAL JOURNALISTS' ORGANIZATION THAT'S GOING TO STAND UP FOR THEM. PEOPLE WILL PROBABLY JUST ABANDON THEM BECAUSE THE POWERFUL ARE SO POWERFUL, TOO POWERFUL. AND IT'S AN UPHILL STRUGGLE ALL THE WAY AND IT TAKES ALL THE COURAGE YOU CAN GET. AND ANYTHING THEY CAN GET IN TERMS OF RECOGNITION, THEY DESERVE OVER AND OVER AGAIN. 
[ Caption: Wendy Mesley; Journalist/IPFA Host ]
Wendy: I THINK THE MOST IMPORTANT THING ABOUT AN EVENT LIKE TONIGHT IS THAT IT MAKES US REALIZE HOW LUCKY WE ARE, AND THAT WE SHOULDN'T BE SO DAMN CHICKEN, THAT WE SHOULD, YOU KNOW, BE ASKING MORE HARD QUESTIONS. WE SHOULDN'T BE SO AFRAID OF CONTROVERSIES. WE SHOULDN'T BE SO AFRAID OF SPENDING MONEY ON STORIES THAT MATTER. SO I THINK IT'S A REALLY, REALLY, REALLY IMPORTANT CAUSE AND I'M REALLY HAPPY TO BE PART OF IT. 
Rachel: WE'LL TAKE YOU TO WHERE THE WORLD'S GREATEST STORYTELLERS ARE NEXT. 
Shinan: EVERYONE'S TALKING ABOUT AUTHORS. PEOPLE ARE PROMOTING AUTHORS, AUTHORS ARE PROMOTING THEMSELVES.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK, EVERYBODY. IT'S CANADA'S FINEST CELEBRATION OF THE WRITTEN WORD. IT'S THE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF AUTHORS. THIS YEAR MARKED THE 27th EDITION. OVER 10,000 PEOPLE GATHERED: WRITERS, PUBLISHERS, BOOK LOVERS; FROM ROYALTY TO MYSTERY. AND OF COURSE, TO ALL THE PARTIES.

(Melodic instrumental music)

♪
[ Caption: Geoffrey Taylor; Director, IFOA ]
Geoffrey: WE'RE LUCKY TO HAVE IN TORONTO ONE OF THE BEST LITERARY FESTIVALS IN THE WORLD.

♪ 
[ Caption: Shinan Govani; Scene Columnist, The National Post ]

Shinan: EVERYONE'S TALKING ABOUT AUTHORS, YOU KNOW? PEOPLE ARE PROMOTING AUTHORS, AUTHORS ARE PROMOTING THEMSELVES. 
[ Caption: Marisha Pessl; Special Topics in Calamity Physics ]
Marisha: IN A NUTSHELL, IT'S A COMING- OF-AGE LITERARY MYSTERY ABOUT A YOUNG GIRL AND HER FATHER. 
[ Caption: Rawi Hage; De Niro's Game ]

Rawi: IT'S A STORY OF SURVIVAL, A STORY OF, UH, DESPERATION, MAYBE, A LITTLE BIT. AND IT'S A STORY OF A NEIGHBOURHOOD AND A COMMUNITY LIVING THROUGH WAR. 
[ Caption: Clifford Chase; Winkie ]

Clifford: IT'S NOT A HARD BOOK TO READ, BUT IT'S-- YOU KIND OF HAVE TO BE WILLING TO GO WITH IT, UM, AND BE WILLING TO GO WITH A TEDDY BEAR THAT'S SENTIENT AND THAT'S TAKEN SERIOUSLY AS A CHARACTER.

♪ 
[ Caption: Jack Diamond; Architect ]

Jack: IT'S A VERY SPECIAL OCCASION, AND I THINK TORONTO DOES THINGS VERY WELL. I MEAN, IT HAS THE ABILITY TO MOUNT THINGS THAT HAVE A KIND OF CONTENT AND STATUS THAT'S NOT ALL FLASH AND HYPE. IT HAS A REAL GROUNDING IN THE ARTS. 
[ Caption: Seth; Artist ]

Seth: I WAS KIND OF WONDERING IF YOU COULD VERY BRIEFLY SORT OF "CAPSULIZE", LIKE, WHAT FRENCH COMICS ARE ABOUT, HOW THEY'VE CHANGED IN YOUR LIFETIME AND WHERE YOU SORT OF FEEL THAT YOU FIT IN TO THAT WORLD OF CONTEMPORARY CARTOONING. 
Charles: OH! 
Seth: IN ONE MINUTE. 
[ Caption: Charles Berberian & Philippe Dupuy; Artists/Authors, Get A Life & Maybe Later ]
Philippe: NO, TWO DAYS.

(Laughing) 
Charles: FIVE SECONDS BEFORE GOING ON STAGE I'M ASKING MYSELF AND PHILLIPE ALSO IS, "WHY DID WE EVER ACCEPT TO DO THIS, YOU KNOW?" WE'RE NOT-- WE DON'T HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH PERFORMING ON STAGE AND SHOWING OFF OR ANYTHING. WE'RE NOT COMFORTABLE WITH THAT. WE'RE SUPPOSED TO BE SITTING AT A TABLE AND DRAWING. 
Man: EVERY FESTIVAL IS DIFFERENT JUST BY THE NATURE OF HAVING DIFFERENT WRITERS EVERY YEAR. THE MIX OF WRITERS CHANGES THE FESTIVAL. WE'VE ADDED A FEW NEW COMPONENTS, MORE CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMING. THE QUEEN OF SWEDEN IS VISITING THE FESTIVAL. 
[ Caption: Debbie Gaudet; HarperCollins ]

Debbie: I'M A BIG FAN OF MYSTERIES AND THRILLERS, AND THAT SORT OF THING; I LOVE A GOOD STORY, AND THAT'S WHAT THEY HAVE. 
Man: (Reading) "ARTEMIS KNELT DOWN, PEELED AWAY THE GARMENTS ONE BY ONE TO REVEAL THE PROSTRATE FORM OF CADET POE." 
Debbie: WE DECIDED, HEY, YOU KNOW WHAT? WHY DON'T WE BRING TO THE PEOPLE THAT VISCERAL SORT OF FEELING THAT WE GET WHEN WE READ MYSTERIES? BECAUSE IF YOU READ A MYSTERY YOU'RE GOING TO HAVE IT. AND, UM, SO WE TALKED ABOUT IT, POSSIBLE IDEAS, WHAT CAN WE DO? HOW ABOUT BRINGING IT TO LIFE? 
[ Caption: Paul Glennon; GG Nominee, The Dodecahedron ]

Paul: IT'S GREAT BEING HERE. I'M MEETING PEOPLE THAT I WOULDN'T NORMALLY MEET. THE READING SERIES ITSELF IS FANTASTIC. AND BEING ABLE TO SIT IN THE AUDIENCE FOR SOME OF THE ROUND TABLES IS ALSO-- GETS THE CREATIVE JUICES FIRING AS WELL. 
[ Caption: Farley Mowat; Bay of Spirits ]

Farley: (Reading) "IN THE SUMMER OF 1954, MY FATHER ANGUS AND I SAILED HIS LITTLE KETCH, SCOTCH BONNET, DOWN THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER TO THE SEA." THE STORY IS NOT AN UNADULTERATED STORY OF JOY AND PLEASURE AND HAPPINESS AND FUN. THERE ARE SOME VERY DARK MOMENTS IN IT AND BOTH OF THEM, OR TWO OF THEM ANYWAY, ARE CONCERNED WITH MAN'S INHUMANITY TO THE REST OF ANIMATE CREATION. 
[ Caption: Kate Grenville; The Secret River ]

Kate: A BOOK HAS ITS OWN LOGIC AND ITS OWN DETERMINED PERSONALITY, AND YOU IMPOSE YOUR OWN SORT OF CONTROL ON IT AT YOUR PERIL, I THINK, AS A WRITER. 
[ Caption: Ralph Steadman; Artist/Author, The Joke's Over ]

Ralph: I AM A COWARD, BY THE WAY, AND HUNTER RECOGNIZED THAT TOO. AND HE USED THAT COWARDICE WHEN HE TOOK ME TO THE EDGE OF SOMETHING, MADE ME FREAK OUT. AND HE NOTICED THAT I DID MY BEST WORK WHEN I WAS AFRAID, WHEN HE PUT ME THROUGH A KIND OF FEAR THAT GAVE ME BUTTERFLIES IN THE STOMACH EVERY TIME I CONTEMPLATED A JOB WITH HIM. IT WAS NOT LONGER A-- IT WAS NO LONGER LIKE HAVING A JOB. IT WAS MORE LIKE BEING A VISUAL TERRORIST. 
Shinan: THIS IS SORT OF LIKE THE SUPER BOWL OF AUTHORS. AND WE REALLY SHOULD BE PROUD OF OURSELVES AS A CITY THAT WE'VE BEEN ABLE TO CREATE THIS SORT OF EVENT AND MAKE IT SUCH A LANDMARK EVENT EVERY YEAR. 
Man 2: WELL, I THINK EXPANDING THE NUMBERS OF AUDIENCE IS PROBABLY OUR GOAL OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS, AND I THINK WE'RE WELL ON OUR WAY TO DOING THAT VERY SUCCESSFULLY.

♪

[ Caption: During the IFOA a benefit for PEN Canada was held. PEN is an association of writers and supporters formed to defend freedom of expression. One writer was honoured with the Paul Kidd Courage Award. ]
(Audience applause) 
[ Caption: Kim Bolan, Investigative Journalist; Winner, PEN Canada/Paul Kidd Courage Prize ]

Kim B: I COVERED THE AIR INDIA STORY FOR A LONG TIME BEFORE I WAS EVER THREATENED, BUT I KIND OF WENT AFTER SOME OF THE SUSPECTS BY EXPOSING SOME OF THE THINGS THEY WERE UP TO. AND WITHIN A WEEK OF THE FIRST SERIES OF STORIES I WROTE I GOT MY FIRST DEATH THREAT. IT WAS A LETTER THAT CAME TO OUR NEWSROOM. IT SAID THAT I WOULD BE KILLED IF I DIDN'T STOP WRITING ABOUT MR. MALIK, WHO WAS EVENTUALLY CHARGED IN THE CASE AND ACQUITTED. IT ALSO SAID THAT TARA SINGH HAYER, WHO I HAD QUOTED IN SOME OF THE STORIES, WAS GOING TO BE KILLED. AND WITHIN 11 MONTHS HE WAS GUNNED DOWN JUST LIKE MRS. GANDHI.

(Crowd din) 
Woman: WELL, WE GOT THE "PEN" ANTHOLOGY, WRITING LIFE. IT HAPPENS TO BE A COLLECTION OF SOME OF MY FAVOURITE AUTHORS. 
Woman 2: THEY'RE JUST FLYING OFF THE TABLE BECAUSE THIS IS A GREAT BARGAIN. 50 WRITERS, $20; THAT'S 40 CENTS A WRITER. 
Man 3: I WAS LOOKING THROUGH THE FESTIVAL AUTHORS BOOKLET AND THIS EVENT JUST JUMPED RIGHT OUT AT ME. I THOUGHT THE AUTHORS THAT WERE GOING TO BE HERE WERE THE BIG DRAW, AND IT WAS A GREAT CAUSE, SO I REALLY WANTED TO BE PART OF THAT. 
[ Caption: Ann-Marie MacDonald; Author ]

Ann-Marie: IN CANADA PEOPLE ARE KILLED FOR EXPRESSING THEIR VIEWS, FOR HAVING AN OPINION, AND FOR BEING COURAGEOUS ENOUGH TO STAND UP AND SPEAK IT. 
Man 4: I'M NOT SURE ABOUT THE LEVELS OF THREAT AMONG THE CANADIAN COMMUNITY. BUT IN IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES, YOU KNOW, WHEN PEOPLE BRING THEIR TABOOS TO THIS CULTURE, AND WHEN THEY BRING THEIR FEARS AND THEIR LEVEL OF DIFFERENCES, THEIR WRITERS, THEIR VOICES IN THEIR JOURNALS ARE BEING THREATENED. AND I THINK ALL CANADIANS SHOULD BE AWARE. WE PROTECT ALL THE VOICES OR WE LOSE OUR OWN. 
Woman: I THINK KIM BOLAN SUMMED IT UP ACCURATELY AND SHE SAID WE CAN'T FORGET THAT IT DOES HAPPEN HERE IN CANADA. 
Kim B: I THINK POLITICIANS HAVE TO WAKE UP AND THEY HAVE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE HAVE PROBLEMS IN THIS COUNTRY WHEREBY SOME PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY IN MINORITY COMMUNITIES, FEEL LIKE THEY CAN'T SPEAK OUT ABOUT WHAT'S GOING ON FOR FEAR OF REPERCUSSIONS OR RETRIBUTION. I THINK WE NEED TO PROSECUTE THREATS AGAINST ANY INDIVIDUAL THAT SPEAKS OUT. BUT YOU DON'T DEAL WITH THAT PROBLEM, YOU DON'T CREATE A LEVEL OF DECORUM IN WHICH, YOU KNOW, THERE'S CIVILITY, AND YOU NEED CIVILITY IN ORDER TO HAVE A REALLY FREE AND DEMOCRATIC COUNTRY. 
Rachel: LOOKING FOR A STIMULATING NIGHT OUT? STAY TUNED. 
Jonathan: WE'VE HAD THREE SHOWS SO FAR AND THEY'VE ALL BEEN PACKED, AND PEOPLE HAVE BEEN COMING UP TO ME SAYING IT'S A FANTASTIC SHOW.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Singing in other language)

♪

(Whistle blowing)

♪ 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: HI, WELCOME BACK. HIS IS PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS FACES ON THE PLANET. HE IS FOR MANY THE EMBODIMENT OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND JUSTICE. WELL, THERE IS A NEW BOOK ABOUT NELSON MANDELA, AN EXTRAORDINARY AUTHORIZED PORTRAIT, AND OUR VERY OWN VIDEOGRAPHER LARS-PETER BJORNSON SAT DOWN WITH OLD FRIEND OF MANDELA'S AND EDITORIAL CHIEF ON THIS BOOK, MR. MAC MAHARAJ. 
Mandela: NEVER, AND NEVER AGAIN SHALL IT BE THAT THIS BEAUTIFUL LAND WILL AGAIN EXPERIENCE THE OPPRESSION OF ONE BY ANOTHER.

(Pounding drumbeat)
Mandela: LET THERE BE JUSTICE FOR ALL. 
[ Caption: Mac Maharaj; Editorial Consultant, Mandela ]

Mac: I THINK MANDELA STANDS OUT FIRST AND FOREMOST BECAUSE HIS ENTIRE LIFE IS ONE OF GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT. HE EXPERIMENTS WITH ALL FORMS OF STRUGGLE, JOINS THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS DURING A STAGE WHEN IT WAS A VERY PEACEFUL ORGANIZATION, DEMANDED NOW THAT WE BECOME MILITANT. AND IN THE 50s, IN THE MASS STRUGGLES, WHEN HE FOUND THEM NOT DELIVERING RESULTS SAID, "IT'S TIME TO TURN TO THE ARMS STRUGGLE." AND FOR THAT HE GOT CAUGHT AND HE SERVED 27 YEARS IN PRISON. I LIKE TO REMIND PEOPLE THAT HE WAS SENTENCED TO LIFE PLUS FIVE YEARS.

(Percussive music)
Mac: FIRST MEETING WITH MANDELA; ROBBEN ISLAND PRISON. THIS IS WHERE WE BEGUN TO REALLY KNOW EACH OTHER. I ARRIVED THERE IN JANUARY. WE ARE WORKING IN THE COURTYARD-- THAT FAMOUS PHOTOGRAPH THAT'S IN THE BOOK-- SEATED ON BRICKS AND BREAKING STONES WITH A FOUR-POINT HAMMER AND NOT ALLOWED TO TALK TO EACH OTHER.

♪
Mac: THE DARKEST DAYS OF DEPRESSION, WHEN THE MOVEMENT SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN CRUSHED AND DRIVEN INTO EXILE, ONE HAD A FEELING IN ONE'S WORST MOMENTS THAT THE CAUSE IS RIGHT, I'M GOING TO CONTINUE DOING IT, BUT I WILL NOT LIVE TO SEE FREEDOM. AND THEN CAME THE NEGOTIATIONS, UH, THE ELECTIONS IN '94. 
Judeg: WILL YOU PLEASE RAISE YOUR RIGHT HAND AND SAY, "SO HELP ME, GOD." 
Mandela: SO HELP ME, GOD. 
Man: NOW IT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE. WE'LL BE PROUD. WE'LL LIFT UP OUR FLAG AND THEN WE WILL SING OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM WITH HAPPY, YOU KNOW, PROUD.

(Singing in other language)

♪ 
Mac: LOOK AT THE COVER. LOOK AT THE PHOTO THERE IN THE COVER, AND I THINK THE THREE MAIN ELEMENTS THAT I HAVE EXPERIENCED WITH MANDELA COME THROUGH. FIRSTLY: A MAN WHO IS SERIOUS, THOUGHTFUL, STEADFAST. SECONDLY: A MAN WHO HOLDS HIS PAIN INSIDE HIMSELF. THE THIRD ELEMENT IN HIM IS THAT THERE'S A SOFTNESS, THERE'S A HUMAN SIDE TO HIM.

♪ 
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars-Peter: NELSON MANDELA HAS NOT ONLY INSPIRED POLITICIANS, WORLD LEADERS AND GLOBAL ROCK STARS TO DO GOOD. TONIGHT MORE THAN 1200 PEOPLE CAME OUT IN SUPPORT FOR HIS NELSON MANDELA CHILDREN'S FUND. AND THE EVENING GOT EVEN MORE ESPECIAL WHEN AN OLD FRIEND AND ALLY, FORMER PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON, DECIDED TO SHOW UP AND GIVE A SPEECH. 
Clinton: MANDELA IS THE GREATEST LIVING EXAMPLE OF THE POWER THAT RESIDES IN EVERY PERSON TO BE TRULY FREE. 
Lars-Peter: NELSON MANDELA, WHAT DOES THAT NAME MEAN TO YOU? 
[ Caption: Mark Beckles; Nelson Mandela Children's Fund Canada ]

Mark: IT MEANS FORGIVENESS, IT MEANS TOLERANCE, IT MEANS INCLUSIVITY, IT MEANS, UH, IT MEANS POWER, IT MEANS HUMANITY, 
[ Caption: Jully Black; Singer/MC, Mandela Benefit Dinner ]

Jully: I REMEMBER BEING IN MIDDLE SCHOOL WHEN HE WAS ACTUALLY FREED. 27 YEARS IN PRISON; WE KNEW THIS. AND I HOPE THAT THE NEXT GENERATION FINDS IT WITHIN THEMSELVES, OR WE COULD TEACH THEM THAT, "HEY, THERE'S A LIVING LEGEND HERE. 
[ Caption: Marc Kielberger; Free The Children ]

Marc: I ASKED HIM, I SAID, "PRESIDENT MANDELA, HOW DID YOU INSPIRE AN ENTIRE GENERATION FOR RECONCILIATION?" AND HE SAID, "I LED MY SHEEP FROM BEHIND." AND I THINK TONIGHT HE'S INSPIRED US ALL AND WE'RE HERE TO CELEBRATE NOT ONLY HIS LEGACY, BUT ALSO HUMANITY.

(World beat music: Singing in other language) 
Mac: THROUGH THE MENTORSHIP OF THE MANDELAS ONE WAS HELPED NOT TO FALTER, BECAUSE THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO FALTERED ON THIS PATH; WHO, UNDER PRESSURE, UNDER TORTURE, BROKE DOWN. SO, ONE IS PROUD OF THE FACT THAT ONE DIDN'T FALTER. BUT YOU REALIZE YOU DIDN'T FALTER NOT BECAUSE YOU ARE UNIQUELY STRONG, BUT YOU HAD THE BENEFIT OF YOUR COLLEAGUES TO HOLD YOU UP WHEN YOU WERE LIKELY TO FALTER. THAT'S A GREAT GIFT IN LIFE. FOR ME IT'S BEEN A FASCINATING EXERCISE. I THOUGHT I KNEW THE MAN, AND BY LOOKING AT HIS INTERVIEWS I REALIZE HOW LITTLE I KNOW OF HIM. IN FACT, I'M OF THE VIEW NOW THAT BETWEEN MYTH AND THE REALITY OF THE MAN THERE IS SUCH AN INTER-CONNECTEDNESS, WHICH WE CREATE, THAT WE ARE IN FACT CO-CONSPIRATORS IN MAKING HIM A MYTH.

(Mellow jazz music)

♪ 
Johnathan: THE 18th CENTURY PARISIAN SOCIALITES WOULD GATHER IN THE HOMES OF ARISTOCRATIC WOMEN TO DEBATE IDEAS AND ENGAGE IN WHAT WAS QUITE LITERALLY A BATTLE OF WITS. HOSTESSES WOULD VIE FOR THE MOST CHARMING GUESTS, AND WHEN NOT IN EXILE, THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER WAS VOLTAIRE. 
Kim: WHAT'S THE CONCEPT BEHIND SALON VOLTAIRE? 
[ Caption: Dr. Johnathan Ezer; President, Salon Voltaire ]

Johnathan: THE IDEA IS TO TAKE INTELLECTUAL BUZZ OF A FANTASTIC UNIVERSITY AND MAKE IT NIGHTLIFE. I WAS DOING MY Ph.D. AT THE LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS. THERE'S A FANTASTIC INTELLECTUAL BUZZ THERE, BUT IT'S ALWAYS MONDAY AT 4:00 IN THE LECTURE THEATRE THAT IT'S CRAFTED. SO I ALWAYS HAD THIS VISION THAT IT COULD BE MADE INTO ENTERTAINMENT.

(Percussive music)
Johnathan: WE'VE HAD THREE SHOWS SO FAR AND THEY'VE ALL BEEN PACKED, AND PEOPLE HAVE BEEN COMING UP TO ME SAYING IT'S A FANTASTIC SHOW. I ALWAYS GET MY GAUGE FROM THE Q & A SESSION. IF PEOPLE ARE ASKING QUESTIONS, PEOPLE WANT TO ENGAGE WITH THE SPEAKER, SOME PEOPLE WANT TO TELL THE SPEAKER THEY THINK THEY'RE CRAP, IF THEY DISAGREE WITH WHAT THEY'VE SAID, THEN I KNOW WE'VE PUT ON A GOOD SHOW. 
Woman: ARE THERE ANY CONCERNS? 
Ian: ANY TIME YOU GET A DRUG, YOU'LL GET A BUG THAT WILL GET AROUND IT. 
[ Caption: Dr. Ian Crandall; Professor of Medicine and Pathology ]

Ian: YOU GOT TO GET OUT THERE AND JUST EXPLAIN TO PEOPLE... IT COULD BE (Unclear) BUT IN THE MEANTIME IT'S A LOT OF FUN. IT'S WORTH THINKING ABOUT THESE SORT OF THINGS. WE SPEND OUR FRIDAY AFTERNOONS HAVING THESE LONG ARGUMENTS. ARE WE ALL GOING TO DIE? YES OR NO? 
Nick: LAST SUMMER, THIS PAINTING BY GUSTAF KLIMNT BROKE THE RECORD FOR THE MOST EXPENSIVE PAINTING EVER SOLD TO DATE. EVERYWHERE WE LOOK IN THE ARTS, BEAUTY IS BACK. THE ONLY NOTABLE EXCEPTION TO DATE SEEMS TO BE ARCHITECTURE.

(Laughter)
Nick: FOR MOST ARCHITECTS, INCLUDING THE ARCHITECT AND DESIGNER OF THIS BUILDING AND THIS ROOM, BEAUTY STILL SEEMS TO BE VERY MUCH BESIDE THE POINT. 
[ Caption: Dr. Nick Mount; Author, The Return of Beauty to Art and Literature ]

Nick: THERE IS AN AUDIENCE OUT THERE, AN OLDER AUDIENCE, HAS A BIT OF TIME ON THEIR HANDS AND A BIT OF MONEY TO SPEND, THAT IS INTERESTED IN SOME ENTERTAINMENT THAT'S A LITTLE NOTCH OR TWO INTELLECTUALLY ABOVE WHAT THEY'RE USED TO GETTING. WE'RE LIVING LONGER, AND THIS PART OF THE WORLD AT LEAST, WE HAVE MORE MONEY AND I THINK WE'RE A LITTLE BORED. AND I THINK YOU PUT THOSE THREE THINGS TOGETHER AND THINGS LIKE JONATHAN'S ARE LIKELY TO DO WELL. 
Woman 2: I THINK PEOPLE ARE VERY TIRED OF THINGS THAT ARE "DUMBED DOWN" DUMB TV, SITCOMS, UH, SURVIVAL SHOWS. THEY'RE LOOKING FOR SOMETHING LIKE THIS. 
Woman 3: YES, IT'S PRACTICAL AND ENGAGING AND I'M HAVING FUN. 
Kim: WELL, THAT'S OUR SHOW, EVERYBODY. 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Rachel: PLEASE GIVE US SOME FEEDBACK AT booktelevision.com. 
Kim: TILL NEXT WEEK, I'M K.C.C. 
Rachel: AND I'M RACHEL HARRY. 
Kim: CIAO.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

♪

[ CREDITS ]

(Closed captions created by Bravo!)  
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