The Word This Week

6-06

Rachel: HI, EVERYBODY. WELCOME TO THE SHOW. I'M RACHEL HARRY. 
Kim: AND I'M KIM CLARK CHAMPNISS. WELCOME TO THE WORD THIS WEEK.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

♪ 

Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK, SUPERHEROES, SUBURBS AND BILL BRYSON'S SWEET MEMORIES OF THE '50s... 
Bill: THE WHOLE IDEA OF THE BOOK WAS TO RECALL WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO BE A SMALL, UNIMPORTANT PERSON. 
Kim: ...FROM COLD MOUNTAIN TO THIRTEEN MOONS, THE EPIC SOUTHERN ROMANCE OF CHARLES FRAZIER... 
Charles: I WAS INTERESTED IN THAT PROCESS OF WHAT IT MEANS TO OCCUPY LAND, WHAT IT MEANS TO OWN LAND. 
Kim: ...AND TELEVISION WITHOUT PITY, SCATHING REVIEWS OF SHALLOW CULTURE. 
Tara: MOSTLY PEOPLE KNOW, WHEN THEY COME TO THIS SITE, THAT WE'RE NOT SAYING NICE THINGS MOST OF THE TIME.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

♪ 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss & Rachel Harry ]

Kim: BILL BRYSON HAS A FANTASTIC STYLE OF WRITING: LAIDBACK, FUNNY, YOU FEEL LIKE YOU ALMOST KNOW THE CHARACTER. HIS LATEST EFFORT IS ENTITLED THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE THUNDERBOLT KID, AND IT'S BILL BRYSON'S MEMORY OF GROWING UP IN 1950s DES MOINES, IOWA.

(Melodic rock music)

(Ripping) 
[ Caption: courtesy Vidlit Productions, LLC ]

[ Caption: Bill Bryson - The Life And Times Of The Thunderbold Kid ]

Bill: (Reciting) "I BELIEVE THE FIRST HINT THAT I WAS NOT OF PLANET EARTH, BUT RATHER FROM SOMEWHERE ELSE-- FROM, AS I WAS LATER TO LEARN, THE PLANET ELECTRO IN THE GALAXY ZIZZ-- LAY EMBEDDED IN THE CONVERSATIONS THAT MY PARENTS HAD. I SPENT A LOT OF MY CHILDHOOD LISTENING IN ON, MONITORING REALLY, THEIR CHATS." 
I HAD ALWAYS HAD QUITE POWERFUL MEMORIES OF CHILDHOOD. I MEAN, IT WAS A VERY IMPORTANT AND VERY HAPPY TIME FOR ME. AND I'VE ALWAYS BEEN SLIGHTLY BEWILDERED BY HOW MANY PEOPLE, UM, GET TO ADULTHOOD AND ESSENTIALLY WIPE THE MEMORY SLATES CLEAN OF EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENED IN THEIR CHILDHOODS. BECAUSE THOSE ARE MEMORIES I WANT TO HANG ON TO.

(Reciting) "'CHAISE LONGUE,' HE REPEATED. 'ISN'T THAT SOMETHING? I MUST HAVE LOOKED AT THAT WORD 100 TIMES AND I'VE NEVER NOTICES THAT IT WASN'T LOUNGE.' 'LONGUE,' SAID MY MOTHER MARVELING SLIGHTLY. 'THAT'S GOING TO TAKE SOME GETTING USED TO.' 'IT'S FRENCH,' MY FATHER EXPLAINED." 
THE WHOLE IDEA OF THE BOOK WAS TO REVISIT THAT, TO TRY AND GET BACK IN THE-- TO RECALL WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO BE A SMALL, UNIMPORTANT PERSON, TO GET BACK IN THE HEAD OF THAT LITTLE PERSON, WHEN YOU SAW THE WHOLE WORLD IN A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT WAY. 
FIRST OF ALL, PHYSICALLY YOU'RE SMALL, SO EVERYTHING IS KIND OF ABOVE YOU AND BEYOND YOU, AND ALL KINDS OF THINGS ARE OBSTACLES. BUT YOU HAVE SO MUCH ENERGY THAT'S IT KIND OF EXCITING. THERE'S NOTHING AT ALL IN ADULTHOOD TO MATCH THAT SENSE OF WONDER THAT YOU GET FROM JUST BEING NEWLY MINTED. 
I REALLY DO THINK THE '50s WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTING 'CAUSE YOU HAVE AN IMMEDIATE POSTWAR PERIOD. IT REALLY WAS A TRANSITION TIME. AN OLD, KIND OF, WAY OF LIVING WAS COMING TO AN END. IT WAS THE, KIND OF, THE DYING DAYS OF THAT SORT OF JIMMY STEWART AMERICA. UM, AND REALLY IT, KIND OF, IT WAS THE LAST OF THE 19th CENTURY IN A LOT OF WAYS. AND WE WERE MOVING OUT OF THAT AND INTO THE 21st CENTURY, YOU KNOW. WE WERE STARTING TO LOOK INTO THE SPACE AGE AND THE ATOMIC ERA AND ALL OF THIS. SO IT WAS TREMENDOUSLY EXCITING, WHAT WAS GOING ON.

(Reciting) "INTERESTINGLY, NO ONE KNEW WHERE IT CAME FROM. MY FATHER THOUGHT THAT IT MIGHT BE AN OLD COLLEGE FOOTBALL OR ICE HOCKEY JERSEY DATING FROM SOME TIME BEFORE THE FIRST WORLD WAR. BUT HOW IT GOT INTO OUR HOUSE, HE HAD NO IDEA. HE GUESSED THAT THE PREVIOUS OWNERS HAD HUNG IT THERE AND FORGOTTEN IT WHEN THEY MOVED. BUT I KNEW BETTER. IT WAS, OBVIOUSLY, THE SACRED JERSEY OF ZOW, LEFT TO ME BY KING VOLTON, MY LATE NATURAL FATHER." 
IT WAS AN OILED WOOL JERSEY, REALLY LIKE A GUERNSEY, YOU KNOW, AND A REALLY NICE HEAVY FABRIC. AND IT WAS DEFINITELY DESIGNED TO BE WORN OUTDOORS IN, SORT OF, INCLEMENT WEATHER. AND I SAW IT AND I LOVED IT AND I WORE IT, AND THAT WAS, BECAUSE OF THE THUNDERBOLT, THAT BECAME KIND OF A MAGIC SHIRT FOR ME. THAT WAS MY MAGIC FOUNDATION GARMENT THAT GAVE ME SUPERPOWERS.

(Reciting) "MY SUPERPOWERS WERE NOT ACTUALLY ABOUT CAPTURING BAD PEOPLE OR DOING GOOD FOR THE COMMON MAN, BUT PRIMARILY ABOUT USING MY X-RAY VISION TO PEER BENEATH THE CLOTHES OF ATTRACTIVE WOMEN AND TO CARBONIZE AND ELIMINATE PEOPLE-- TEACHERS, BABYSITTERS, OLD PEOPLE WHO WANTED TO KISS-- WHO WERE AN IMPEDIMENT TO MY HAPPINESS." 
A LOT OF THE HEROES WERE COMPLETELY MORTAL, BUT JUST, YOU KNOW, EXTREMELY GIFTED, IF SOMEWHAT ODD, HUMAN BEINGS. I MEAN, PEOPLE LIKE THE LONE RANGER WHO SOMEHOW THOUGHT THAT, BY PUTTING A LITTLE MASK ON, HE COULD FOOL EVERYBODY AS TO WHAT HIS REAL IDENTITY WAS, WHICH ALWAYS, EVEN WHEN I WAS 4 YEARS OLD, THAT SEEMED SLIGHTLY MYSTIFYING TO ME.

(Laughter) 

AND MUCH IN THE SAME WAY THAT SUPERMAN PUTS SOME GLASSES ON AND NOBODY REALIZES THAT'S SUPERMAN. YOU KNOW, I MEAN, YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE REAL SLICK TO WORK OUT THAT THAT'S NOT VERY CONVINCING. BUT, UM, BUT IT WAS THAT KIND OF AGE, AND THERE WERE, YOU KNOW, LOTS AND LOTS OF OTHER HEROIC FIGURES. I MEAN, ALMOST EVERYBODY THAT YOU SAW ON TELEVISION WAS A HERO IN SOME WAY. 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: ACADEMY AWARD-WINNING FILM COLD MOUNTAIN WAS ADAPTED FROM CHARLES FRAZIER'S BOOK OF THE SAME NAME. WELL, FRAZIER IS BACK WITH THIRTEEN MOONS, AND, AGAIN, HE HAS CREATED AN EPIC LOVE STORY, BUT THIS TIME SET IN THE APPALACHIANS DURING THE 19th CENTURY WITH A DETAILED CHRONICLE OF THE RECONFIGURATION OF THE CHEROKEE NATION.

(Moody instrumental music) 

Rachel: DO YOU FEEL ANY SORT OF SOCIOPOLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY TO WRITE ABOUT FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE IN AMERICA DURING THIS TIME PERIOD? 
Charles: MY FEELING OF RESPONSIBILITY WAS TOWARD THE SOUTHERN APPALACHIANS, THIS PLACE THAT I LOVE AND THAT I KNOW. IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL A STORY OF THAT PLACE WITHOUT WRITING ABOUT THE CHEROKEE. I WAS INTERESTED IN THAT PROCESS OF WHAT IT MEANS TO OCCUPY LAND, WHAT IT MEANS TO OWN LAND. IT'S TANGLED UP WITH THE CHEROKEE PEOPLE AND MY PEOPLE. 
[ Caption: Cold Mountain courtesy Miramax Films ]

Inman: I WANT TO MARRY YOU IF YOU'LL HAVE ME. 
Ada: I MARRY YOU, I MARRY YOU, I-- 

(Soft chorale music)

♪ 
Rachel: I'M ALWAYS CURIOUS WHEN SOMEBODY'S BOOK IS ADAPTED, USUALLY ADAPTED BY SOMEBODY ELSE, AND THEN TURNED INTO A FILM, WHAT THAT FEELS LIKE. SOME WRITERS WILL SAY THAT THEY-- MARGARET ATWOOD HAS SAID SHE WANTS NOTHING TO DO WITH IT. "YOU TAKE MY BOOK. YOU WANT TO MAKE IT INTO A MOVIE OR AN OPERA, GO CRAZY." 
[ Caption: Charles Frazier - Thirteen Moons ]

Charles: WELL, THE FIRST THING IS WHEN YOU MAKE THAT SALE, YOU HAVE TO ACCEPT THAT FROM THAT POINT FORWARD IT'S SOMEBODY ELSE'S PROJECT. NOW, ANTHONY MINGHELLA IS A VERY INCLUSIVE FILMMAKER. SO HE WOULD SEND DRAFTS OF SCREENPLAYS TO ME, TO LOTS OF OTHER PEOPLE TO COMMENT ON. I WAS AROUND A BIT FOR FILMING, JUST, YOU KNOW, JUST DROP IN FOR A FEW DAYS WHEN IT LOOKED LIKE IT MIGHT BE FUN TO DO. 
WHEN YOU'RE A WRITER, YOU'RE THE KING OF YOUR LITTLE UNIVERSE, AND, UH, YOU MAKE THE DECISIONS. AND THE THOUGHTS OF NEGOTIATING ALL THOSE VOICES WITH OPINIONS ABOUT HOW THE MOVIE SHOULD GO, I WOULD LAST ABOUT THREE DAYS AT THAT.

(Percussive synth music) 
Rachel: ONE OF THE THINGS I BELIEVE THAT WE COULD SEE WITHIN BOTH OF YOUR BOOKS IS TREMENDOUS DETAIL, REAL HISTORICAL DETAIL, ALMOST OBSESSIVELY: WHAT SOMEBODY IS WEARING, WHAT EXACTLY THEY ARE READING, THE COLLOQUIALISMS, THE TIME, THE PLACE. WHY IS THAT IMPORTANT FOR YOU IN STORYTELLING? 
Charles: WELL, TO ME, ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU'RE WRITING ABOUT A HISTORICAL PERIOD, I ALWAYS THINK OF IT AS, UH, ALMOST AS IF YOU'RE WRITING A SCIENCE FICTION NOVEL, THAT YOU HAVE TO CREATE THIS WORLD THAT I DON'T KNOW FIRSTHAND, THE READER DOESN'T KNOW FIRSTHAND. I NEVER FOOL MYSELF THAT I AM TOTALLY, ACCURATELY RECREATING A 19th CENTURY WORLD. IT'S JUST I'M TRYING TO COLLECT DETAILS THAT, UH, THAT WILL MAKE A READER FEEL THAT THEY'RE IMMERSED IN THIS WORLD THAT THEY DON'T KNOW. 
Kim: SUCCESS WITHOUT COLLEGE? TELEVISION WITHOUT PITY. DON'T CHANGE THE CHANNEL. 
Tara: I REALLY DID JUST GO TO THE PUBLISHER AT QUIRK AND SAY, "IF WE WANTED TO DO A BOOK ABOUT TV, WHAT WOULD YOU WANT US TO DO?" 
(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ] 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: WELCOME BACK. SPARE THE SNARK AND SPOIL THE NETWORK. THIS IS THE OFFICIAL MOTTO OF THE WEBSITE "TELEVISION WITHOUT PITY." YES, THIS IS ANOTHER WEBSITE DEVOTED TO THE DOWNFALL OF CURRENT POPULAR CULTURE. WHY ARE THEY DIFFERENT? BECAUSE THEY ARE FUNNY AND THEY'VE WRITTEN A BOOK, TELEVISION WITHOUT PITY: 752 THINGS WE LOVE TO HATE (AND HATE TO LOVE) ABOUT TV. TAKE A LOOK.

(Funky dance music)

♪ DA-DA-DA-DA, DA-DA-DA-DA ♪ 
[ Caption: Tara Ariano - Television Without Pity ]

Tara: "TELEVISION WITHOUT PITY" STARTED INITIALLY AS "DAWSON'S RAP," WHICH I THINK THERE IS A DAWSON'S CREEK EPISODE PLAYING BEHIND ME AT THE MOMENT. UM, MY FRIEND AND PARTNER SARAH BUNTING AND I STARTED THE SITE JUST DOING RECAPS ONLY OF DAWSON'S CREEK. DID WELL ENOUGH IN ITS FIRST YEAR THAT WE HAD THE IDEA TO SORT OF FRANCHISE IT OUT, FIND MORE WRITERS AND COVER MORE SHOWS. 
MOSTLY PEOPLE KNOW, WHEN THEY COME TO THE SITE, THAT WE'RE NOT SAYING NICE THINGS MOST OF THE TIME, EVEN ABOUT SHOWS THAT SORT OF ARE CRITICALLY LOVED. BUT OCCASIONALLY WE DO GET PERSONNEL FROM THE SHOW COMING ON THE BOARDS AND SAYING, "IF YOU HATE THE SHOW SO MUCH, WHY DO YOU WATCH IT?" 

♪ 

Tara: I REALLY DID JUST GO TO THE PUBLISHER AT QUIRK AND SAY, "IF WE WANTED TO DO A BOOK ABOUT TV, WHAT WOULD YOU WANT US TO DO?" AND HE CAME UP WITH THIS IDEA OF A SORT OF ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GUILTY PLEASURES, AND THAT ALLOWED SARAH AND I TO PRETTY MUCH WRITE A 1,000 ITEM LIST OF JUST EVERYTHING ABOUT TV THAT WE THOUGHT. IT WAS NEVER MEANT TO BE KIND OF A HISTORY OF TV OR, YOU KNOW, COVER THINGS LIKE "AND THEN THE ROOTS MINISERIES..." 'CAUSE WE DON'T KNOW ABOUT THAT. WE'RE, YOU KNOW, IN OUR 30s. 
SARAH'S ENTRY ON ANDREW SHUE, WHO YOU MAY RECALL AS BILLY ON MELROSE PLACE, MAY BE THE FUNNIEST THING IN THE ENTIRE BOOK. AND I CAN'T REALLY DO IT JUSTICE. ALL I CAN SAY IS THAT EVERYONE SHOULD GO AND BUY THE BOOK AND READ THAT ENTRY IF NOTHING ELSE. 
A LOT OF PEOPLE HAVE ASKED US WHY WE DEDICATED THE BOOK TO IAN ZIERING, AND I FEEL LIKE, WHO ELSE COULD WE HAVE DEDICATED IT TO? HE WAS JUST A TERRIBLE ACTOR AND REALLY PLAYED A FRATTY, UNLIKABLE CHARACTER, BUT HE REALLY COMMITTED TO THAT. AND I FEEL LIKE A PART OF HIM KNOWS HE WAS KIND OF A CHEESE. 
THE ONE THAT I WAS REMINDED OF THIS WEEK WAS WHEN REESE WITHERSPOON WON BEST ACTRESS, AND RYAN PHILLIPPE JUST, LIKE, STICKING ON TO HER, LIKE, HUGGING HER SO HARD, LIKE, "DON'T FORGET TO THANK ME LIKE CHAD LOWE." I MEAN, IT WAS JUST SAD HOW OPPORTUNISTIC IT WAS AND NOW, OF COURSE, I THINK SHE FINALLY JUST NOTICED THAT THEY WERE STILL MARRIED. IT WAS LIKE, YEAH, LET'S FIRE THAT GUY. 
I'M INCREDIBLY LUCKY TO HAVE COBBLED TOGETHER THE CAREER THAT I HAVE. AND I, YOU KNOW, I'M NOT A JOURNALIST. I'M AMAZED THAT ANYBODY EVER LETS ME WRITE FOR THEM BECAUSE I AM NOT TRAINED. I DON'T DO RESEARCH. I TRY TO NOT LEAVE MY HOUSE IF I CAN. UM, SO, REALLY I THINK I'VE KIND OF SOLD A LOT OF PUBLICATIONS A BILL OF GOODS IN TERMS OF MY QUALIFICATIONS. BUT DON'T TELL THEM THAT. 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: YOU ONLY NEED TO EAVESDROP ON A GANG OF TEENAGERS TO REALIZE HOW THE F-WORD HAS BECOME CENTRAL TO YOUNG PEOPLE'S LIVES. AND NOT JUST YOUNG PEOPLE, I MEAN, IF YOU LIP-READ SOCCER PLAYERS THESE DAYS, YOU KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THEY'RE SAYING. MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, IT INCLUDES THAT F-WORD. 
AND THERE'S A NEW DOCUMENTARY OUT BY STEVE ANDERSON WHICH EXPLORES THIS WONDERFUL EXPLETIVE, ABOUT HOW IT HAS BECOME CENTRAL TO OUR EVERYDAY LIFE AND HOW IT IS ALSO AT THE VERY HEART OF THE DEBATE ABOUT FREE SPEECH.

[ Caption: F*uck courtesy Think Films ]

(Sweeping orchestral music)

♪

George: HELLO THERE. I'M GEORGE PUTNAM. I'D LIKE TO BEGIN WITH A FACT, A SIMPLE, YET SHOCKING FACT. IT IS THIS: A FLOODTIDE OF FILTH IS ENGULFING OUR COUNTRY IN THE FORM OF OBSCENITY. IT IS THREATENING TO PERVERT AN ENTIRE GENERATION OF OUR AMERICAN CHILDREN. 
[ Caption: Woodstock Dir. Michael Wadright - 1970 ]

Man: GIVE ME AN F! 
Audience: F! 
Man: GIVE ME A U! 
Audience: U! 
Man: GIVE ME A C! 
Audience: C! 
Man: GIVE ME A K! 
Audience: K! 
Man: WHAT'S THAT SPELL? 
Audience: (Bleep).
(Chant repeated)

(Soulful instrumental music) 
Alan: IN THE WHOLE TRADITION OF CHRISTIAN AND BIBLICAL FAITH, IT'S THE WORD. WORDS ARE REALLY IMPORTANT. 
Geoffrey: IT'S BEEN AROUND AS A WORD FOR SEXUAL ACTIVITY FOR FOREVER. 
Tera: WHERE THE WORD COMES FROM? I'M TRYING TO THINK OF EVEN THE FIRST TIME I EVER HEARD IT. 
Hunter: WELL, IT HAS TO GO BACK ALMOST TO, UH, GRADE SCHOOL. 
Janeane: OUR CULTURE HAS ALWAYS HAD THAT TENSION BETWEEN ARE WE MOVING FORWARD OR ARE WE TAKING TWO STEPS BACK AGAIN? AND UNFORTUNATELY IN MY LIFETIME, WE'VE HAD TO TAKE STEPS BACK WITH REAGAN WHILE I WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE AND THEN WE'D HAVE TO TAKE 16 STEPS BACK NOW WITH GEORGE W. BUSH BECAUSE HE HAS SUCH A HUGE MACHINE BEHIND HIM. 
Michael: THERE CERTAINLY IS NO AGENDA FROM THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION TO PUSH FORWARD A WAR ON THE F-WORD OR ON BROADCAST STANDARDS. 
Man: AT WHAT POINT, THOUGH, DO YOU HAVE SOMEBODY THAT SAYS, THAT WORD CAN'T BE USED, BUT THAT WORD CAN? 
George W. Bush: NO, I UNDERSTAND. LOOK, YOU KNOW, IT'S THE OLD, UH, THE CLASSIC DEFINITION BY THE SUPREME COURT ON PORNOGRAPHY: YOU KNOW IT WHEN YOU SEE IT. I THINK THAT WAS JUDGE POTTER STEWART WHO SAID THAT. 
Dennis: EVERY CIVILIZATION HAS HAD TO BATTLE TO MAINTAIN ITSELF. THERE'S NO EXCEPTION IN HISTORY AND, IN EVERY INSTANCE, BARBARIANS EVENTUALLY WON. 
Janeane: WHAT IT IS IS ENLIGHTENED VERSUS THE UNENLIGHTENED. 
Dennis: THIS IS A BATTLE FOR THE SOUL OF A SOCIETY. 
Michael: I CERTAINLY DON'T THINK THAT JAMES MADISON AND THE OTHER FRAMERS OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS FELT THAT THEY WERE PROTECTING PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO, UH, PRONOUNCE THE F-WORD. 
Man: IF WE CAN'T EXPRESS OURSELVES AND MAKE OUR CASE TO OUR FELLOW CITIZENS, THEN WE CAN'T SAY THAT THE PEOPLE RULE. 
Chuck D.: DIALOGUE IS USUALLY THE BEST THING THAT YOU CAN HAVE TO CLEAR SOME DISSENT OR TO START SOME DEBATE. 
Robert: FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND FREEDOM OF THE PRESS ARE THE FOUNDATIONS OF OUR DEMOCRACY. 
Alan: WITH WORDS WE GOVERN MAN. BUT IF YOU'RE NO LONGER RESPECTING THE WORDS, THEN YOU'RE GOING TO GET AWAY FROM PERSUASION AND MOVE BACK INTO THE REALMS OF DECEIT AND FRAUD AND MANIPULATION. 
Man: THE RIGHT OF SELF-EXPRESSION, THE RIGHT TO PUT YOUR THOUGHTS INTO WORDS, EITHER VOCALLY OR IN PRINT, HELP DEFINE US AS PEOPLE. 
Bill: WELL, I GUESS IT BALANCES THE PEOPLE WHO THINK THE SECOND AMENDMENT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT. THERE ARE PEOPLE LIKE THAT WHO SAY, WELL, WE GOT THE SECOND AMENDMENT, SO THE OTHER ONES, OKAY. 
Hunter: IT'S AN EXCHANGE OF IDEAS. IT'S NOT THAT I HAVE FREE SPEECH. YOU HAVE IT TOO. YEAH, I'VE CELEBRATED AMERICA, AND I LOVE THIS COUNTY FOR THE FREEDOM IT GAVE ME. UNFORTUNATELY, IT PROVED WHAT I SET OUT TO PROVE. THE AMERICAN DREAM REALLY IS (Bleep). 
Kevin: CONCEPT, GREAT CONCEPT. BUT SO MANY-- GOD IS A GREAT CONCEPT. DOESN'T WORK. 
Janeane: IT'S BIZARRE HOW PEOPLE PUT IT LIKE IT'S A PRIVILEGE. IT ISN'T. IT'S MY RIGHT. MY FREEDOM OF SPEECH IS INNATE AND UNQUESTIONABLE. AND SO IT'S STRANGE THAT WE EVEN HAVE TO SAY, WHY IS IT IMPORTANT OR WHY SHOULD WE VALUE IT? TO ME, IT'S THE SAME THING AS SAYING, WE HAVE EPIDERMIS. WHY IS THAT IMPORTANT? DO YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN? LIKE, WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THEY TOOK IT AWAY? 
Ice-T.: I DON'T REALLY HAVE TOO MUCH FAITH IN THE CONSTITUTION BECAUSE, YOU KNOW, YOU GOT TO REMEMBER THE SAME DAY THEY SIGNED THE CONSTITUTION, YOU GOT ALL THESE GENIUSES IN A ROOM AND THEY'RE LIKE, OKAY, WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS. WE'VE GOT FREE SPEECH. YOU CAN OWN (Bleep). LOOKS GOOD TO ME. LET'S SIGN. SO, OBVIOUSLY, ALL THOSE PEOPLE WERE INSANE. 
Kim: GOING ONCE, GOING TWICE, STORYTELLERS SOLD TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER NEXT. 
Charlotte: IT OPENS YOUR WORLD, OPENS YOUR IMAGINATION. IT MAKES YOU GOOD IN EVERYTHING ELSE.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ] 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ] 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: IT'S NOT OFTEN THAT WE DO A STORY ON A RECIPE BOOK, BUT THIS ONE IS AN EXCEPTION. THE REASON BEING IS THAT THERE IS AN INCREDIBLE STORY BEHIND THE BOOK. THE RECIPE BOOK IS ENTITLED OUTRAGEOUSLY DELICIOUS. THE AUTHOR IS NADJA PIATKA. NADJA TURNED A BROWNIE RECIPE INTO A MILLION-DOLLAR BUSINESS. BUT HOW SHE DID IT IS EVEN MORE FASCINATING, AND THE PROBLEMS SHE HAD TO OVERCOME, WELL, IT'S MIND BOGGLING. TAKE A LOOK.

(Upbeat rock music)

♪ 
[ Caption: Nadja Piatka ]

Nadja: I HAD A DIVORCE. MY HUSBAND HAD LEFT AND, ALL OF A SUDDEN, I WAS A SINGLE, UNEMPLOYABLE MOTHER.

♪ 
Kim: NADJA COOKED UP A WINNER, A LOW-FAT MUFFIN THAT ATTRACTED THE TASTE BUDS AT McDONALD'S. 
Nadja: THAT WAS A GREAT FIRST ACCOUNT TO HAVE, I'LL TELL YOU. IT'S LIKE, WOW. 
Kim: AFTER SELLING 2 1/2 MILLION MUFFINS, NADJA MOVED ON TO BROWNIES. SHE SATISFIED THE CRAVINGS OF SOME HIGH-PROFILE PEOPLE. 
Nadja: AFTER I SOLD THE BUSINESS AND I HAD THE BROWNIES, WHICH I FELT THAT SUBWAY WOULD BE A GREAT PLACE FOR IT BECAUSE OF, YOU KNOW, JARED AND THEIR "EAT FRESH" PROFILE. I MADE SURE THAT THE SUBWAY ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE HARPO STUDIOS HAD THE BROWNIES, AND HER STAFF WOULD GO AND BUY THEM FOR THEIR COFFEE BREAKS, AND THEY JUST LOVED THEM. 
[ Caption: The Oprah Winfrey Show courtesy Harpo Studios ]

Oprah: FOR ANYBODY WHO HAS DREAMED OF STRIKING IT RICH, TODAY PERHAPS YOU'LL GET INSPIRED. 
Nadja: THEY CALLED ME ONE DAY AND THEY SAID, YOU KNOW, "HI, WE'RE A PRODUCER FROM THE OPRAH WINFREY SHOW." AND, YOU KNOW, FIRST, I THOUGHT SOMEBODY WAS PLAYING A JOKE ON ME. I'M THINKING, OH, RIGHT. BUT THE CALL DISPLAY SAID HARPO STUDIOS. I THOUGHT, WELL, IF SOMEONE'S PLAYING A JOKE ON ME, THEY'RE REALLY GOOD, YOU KNOW. 
Kim: THE BROWNIES ARE NOW IN THE AMERICAN SCHOOL SYSTEM AND OVER 60% OF SUBWAY STORES IN NORTH AMERICA. 
[ Caption: Shelli Martin - Subway representative ]

Shelli: I TRULY THINK HER SUCCESS HAS COME FROM ALL THE HURDLES THAT, UH, SHE'S BEEN FACED WITH. SHE TAKES EVERYTHING ON AND GREETS IT WITH A SMILE AND IS ABLE TO TAKE THAT AND BUILD THAT INTO HER SUCCESS. 
Nadja: AND AFTER 20 YEARS OF MARRIAGE, HERE I AM, YOU KNOW, WITH TWO KIDS, BASIC CHILD SUPPORT, BUT EXPENSES THAT SURPASS ANYTHING THAT I COULD PROBABLY HAVE ENTERTAINED MAKING AS A LIVING. SO I GOT TO BE VERY GOOD AT ESCAPING THE DEBT COLLECTORS. UNFORTUNATELY, ONE DAY MY DAUGHTER WAS HOME FROM SCHOOL FOR LUNCH, AND HE WAS THERE, AND I MADE HER HIDE UNDER THE TABLE WITH ME. 
[ Caption: Veronica Piatka - daughter ]

Veronica: I REMEMBER THE DAY EXACTLY. I GUESS IT WAS SORT OF SURREAL. I KNEW MY FRIENDS WEREN'T DOING THAT ON THEIR LUNCH BREAKS. SO IT WAS A LITTLE BIT DIFFERENT. 
Nadja: DO YOU WANT TO TRY THESE NEW BROWNIES? I'M DOING SOME EXPERIMENTING. 
Veronica: YOU KNOW, TRYING TO BE A STRONG MOM, SHE LOOKED AT ME AND SAID, "ONE DAY WE WILL LAUGH AT THIS." 
Nadja: THAT WAS THE WORST DAY AND THAT WAS THE BEST DAY BECAUSE THAT WAS THE DAY THAT I REALLY THOUGHT, YOU KNOW, I CAN'T LIVE LIKE THIS. YOU KNOW, I HAVE TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THIS, AND IT REALLY SORT OF GOT ME INSPIRED, BUT ALMOST ANGRY AND, YOU KNOW, I WAS JUST NEVER GOING TO BE PUT IN THAT POSITION AGAIN. I'VE HAD JUST SO MANY AMAZING BLESSINGS IN MY LIFE AND THINGS HAPPENING. BUT THEY ALL BOUNCED OFF OF SOME REALLY SAD TIMES IN MY LIFE. SO I WOULD SAY WE ALL HAVE THE PERFECT PAST FOR WHERE WE ARE. 
Kim: NADJA IS NOW GEARING UP FOR HER NEXT HURDLE IN LIFE. SHE WAS RECENTLY DIAGNOSED WITH LEUKEMIA. 
Nadja: WHEN YOU'RE IN BUSINESS, YOU'RE A RISK TAKER, YOU'RE AN ENTREPRENEUR. YOU DON'T EVER THINK YOU'RE NOT GOING TO SUCCEED 'CAUSE IF YOU GO INTO A BUSINESS THINKING, "I MIGHT FAIL," THEN YOU'RE REALLY PRETTY WELL GOING UP AGAINST SOME INCREDIBLE ODDS 'CAUSE, IN YOUR MIND, YOU'RE ALREADY SORT OF FALTERING. I WOULD NEVER GO INTO BUSINESS THINKING I'M GOING TO LOSE, SO I'M NOT GOING TO GO INTO THIS, A NEW BATTLE, THINKING I'M GOING TO LOSE. SO YOU JUST HAVE TO PUT YOUR MIND AT THE PLACE WHERE YOU WOULD TO SUCCEED. I WANTED TO JUST SHOW YOU WHAT THE NEW POINT OF SALE IS. 
Veronica: SHE'S ALWAYS JUST BEEN STRONG AND I THINK SHE'S BEEN ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH WHAT SHE HAS BY BEING SO STRONG. AND IT'S REMARKABLE, BUT THAT IS VERY MUCH MY MOTHER. YOU KNOW, FOR HER, IT'S JUST A TO-DO IN THE MIDDLE OF HER DAY: GO GET CHEMO. (Laughs) BUSINESS DEAL, THEN CHEMO, YOU KNOW? 
Nadja: I REALLY FEEL I'M GOING TO WORK TILL I'M 90. I REALLY DO. I CAN'T IMAGINE NOT WORKING. I INTEND TO GET HEALTHY. I INTEND TO, YOU KNOW, TO LIVE OUT MY LIFE DOING WHAT I LOVE. THERE'S JUST SO MUCH TO DO. THERE'S SO MANY GREAT THINGS TO SHARE. SOMETIMES I FEEL IT'S JUST BEGINNING.

♪ 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: SINCE 1976, THE CANADIAN CHILDREN'S BOOK CENTRE HAS BEEN WORKING TO INTRODUCE WRITERS AND ILLUSTRATORS TO THE REST OF THE WORLD. WELL, THIS YEAR MARKS THEIR 30th ANNIVERSARY, AND THEY HAVE CELEBRATED WITH AN AUCTION NOT ONLY OF ART, BUT ALSO OF AUTHOR. AND WE WERE THERE TO JOIN IN ON THE FUN.

(Upbeat instrumental music)

♪ 
[ Caption: Charlotte Teeple - Ex Dir. Canadian Children's Book Centre ]

Charlotte: THIS IS AN ART AUCTION, AN ART AND AUTHOR AUCTION. WE'RE AUCTIONING OFF ORIGINAL PAINTINGS FROM CANADIAN CHILDREN'S BOOKS, AND AUTHORS ARE AUCTIONING OFF READINGS. OUR RAISON D'ÊTRE IS TO SUPPORT CANADIAN AUTHORS AND ILLUSTRATORS, TO PROMOTE THEIR WORKS, TO GET CANADIAN CHILDREN TO READ THEIR BOOKS.

(Melodic rock music) 
Rachel: SO HOW DID IT FEEL WHEN YOU REALIZED THAT YOU WERE PUTTING YOURSELF ON AUCTION? 
Sharon: I AM ON THE AUCTION BLOCK AND I WILL BE IN THE BATHROOM WHEN THEY'RE AUCTIONING ME OFF. 
Rachel: WHAT DO THEY GET TO DO WITH YOU? 
[ Caption: Sharon Jennings - author ]

Sharon: THERE ARE RULES. THERE ARE LIMITATIONS. UM, USUALLY I GO INTO SCHOOLS AND DO SCHOOL VISITS WITH THE CHILDREN. WHATEVER ANYBODY WANTS. IF THEY WANT ME TO DO A HOSPITAL VISIT, LIBRARY VISIT. THE MONEY GOES TO THE BOOK CENTRE. 
Rachel: PLEASE TELL ME WHAT'S BROUGHT YOU OUT THIS EVENING. 
[ Caption: James K. Bartleman - Lieutenant Governor of Ontario ]

James: I'M PASSIONATE ABOUT LITERACY AND I HAVE, IN MY TRAVELS AS LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN ONTARIO, SEEN WHAT A DESPERATE SITUATION EXISTS FOR MANY YOUNG PEOPLE, PARTICULARLY ABORIGINAL CHILDREN IN THE NORTH. 
[ Caption: Andrea Von Kongislow - illustrator ]

Andrea: IT ISN'T EASY TO BE A CHILDREN'S BOOK AUTHOR OR ILLUSTRATOR IN THIS WORLD, BUT THIS IS WHAT HELPS US. I'M VERY THANKFUL TO THE CHILDREN'S BOOK CENTRE. 
Charlotte: WE COULDN'T HAVE THIS AUCTION IF IT WASN'T FOR THE ILLUSTRATORS AND THE WRITERS. WE'RE JUST LUCKY THAT THEY SUPPORT US SO WELL. 
Rachel: IS IT CHALLENGING AS AN ILLUSTRATOR TO GET WORK? 
Brian: ALWAYS, YEAH, YEAH. BUT, UH, YOU KNOW, IT'S, UH, IT'S A FUN WAY TO GO. I LOVE IT. I HAVE AN OLD STUDIO DOWNTOWN, AN OLD WAREHOUSE, JUST WORK AWAY IN THERE, KEEPS ME OFF THE STREETS. 
Rachel: NOW WHEN YOU WERE IN ART SCHOOL, DID YOU IMAGINE THAT THIS IS WHAT YOU WOULD BE DOING, THAT YOU WOULD BE DRAWING FOR KIDS' BOOKS? 
Brian: NO, I DIDN'T IMAGINE MYSELF DOING CHILDREN'S BOOKS PER SE. BUT I JUST SORT OF FELL INTO IT, AND IT'S BEEN A VERY MAGICAL TRIP. 
Charlotte: ONCE YOU'RE HOOKED AS A READER, YOU WANT TO SHOW EVERYONE ELSE WHAT A LOVE OF READING AND A PASSION FOR BOOKS CAN DO. IT OPENS YOUR WORLD, OPENS YOUR IMAGINATION, IT MAKES YOU GOOD IN EVERYTHING ELSE. IT'S SOLACE, IT'S EXCITEMENT, IT'S ART, IT'S EVERYTHING. 
Kim: SPEAKING OF GOING, GOING, GONE, WE ARE THAT. 
Rachel: PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE. booktelevision.com. WE WOULD LOVE YOUR FEEDBACK. 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: TILL NEXT WEEK, I'M K.C.C. 
Rachel: AND I'M RACHEL HARRY. 
Kim: CIAO. 
Rachel: BYE.

[ CREDITS ]

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

♪

(Closed captions created by Bravo!)  
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