The Word This Week
6-08

Kim: HELLO THERE, I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. 
Rachel: AND I AM RACHEL HARRY. WELCOME TO THE WORD THIS WEEK.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪ 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK: PILLS, PROFITS AND PROTESTS-- THE AIDS CRISIS IN AFRICA. 
Anne-Christine: WE NEED TO HAVE MORE OF CIVIL SOCIETY SAYING, UH-UH. WE NEED TO HAVE ANOTHER WAY. IT'S OUR HUMAN RIGHT. EVERY CITIZEN HAS A RIGHT TO SOME QUALITY OF ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE. 
Kim: THE HIP HAPPENINGS OF RES MAGAZINE. 
Jesse: I THINK OUR AUDIENCE IS ANYBODY WHO'S REALLY INTERESTED IN, KIND OF, THE BLEEDING EDGE OF CULTURE. I THINK WE'RE BOTH OF THE OPINION THAT WE'RE NOT INTERESTED IN ART THAT'S JUST ABOUT THE TOOLS. WE'RE INTERESTED IN THE ART ITSELF. 
Kim: AND BEYOND THE CREASE WITH MARTIN BRODEUR. 
Martin: I FELT THAT THE FANS WOULD LOVE TO HEAR WHAT I HAD TO SAY.

(Cheering)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

♪ 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry & Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: THE CONNECTION BETWEEN POVERTY AND AIDS IS WELL-KNOWN TO RESEARCHERS, SO IT MAKES PERFECT SENSE THAT THE DRUGS THAT HELP PEOPLE COPE WITH THE DISEASE SHOULD BE AS CHEAP AS POSSIBLE, PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA, WHERE THE DISEASE HAS HAD A DEVASTATING EFFECT. BUT OF COURSE, BIG BUSINESS SEES IT DIFFERENTLY. 
Rachel: YES, AND CHRISTINE D'ADESKY, AUTHOR OF MOVING MOUNTAINS AND THE COMPANION DOCUMENTARY, PILLS, PROFITS, PROTEST, TAKES A LOOK AT THE BIG DRUG COMPANIES WHO, SHE SAYS, CONTROL THE ACCESS TO POTENTIALLY LIFE-SAVING DRUGS IN THE GLOBAL FIGHT AGAINST AIDS. WE CAUGHT UP WITH D'ADESKY HERE IN TORONTO AT THE 2006 INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE.

(Slow ambient music)

♪ 

(Vocalizing)

♪ 
[ Caption: Anne-Christine d'Adesky - Moving Mountains: The Race to Treat Global AIDS ]

Anne-Christine: DRUG COMPANIES ARE CHARGING $10,000 A YEAR IN THE UNITED STATES FOR ONE PILL TO GO FOR ONE YEAR FOR ONE PERSON. THEY'RE AFRAID THAT IF THEY MAKE ANY CONCESSIONS ON AIDS DRUGS, SUDDENLY PEOPLE ARE GOING TO ASK THEM TO MAKE CANCER DRUGS AVAILABLE FOR PENNIES. IT'S SHOCKING THAT ALL THESE DRUGS ACTUALLY COST PENNIES TO MAKE, AND THEY'RE CHARGING AS MUCH AS THEY POSSIBLY CAN. 
[ Caption: Stephen Lewis - UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS ]

Stephen: ALL OF US, MYSELF INCLUDED, WHO MOVED TOO SLOWLY IN THE FACE OF THE VIRAL CONTAGION, WHO FIDDLED WHILE AFRICA BURNED, WHO HAVE SPENT DAYS UPON DAYS IN INCESTUOUS DISCUSSIONS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES, SEMINARS, ROUNDTABLES WITH THEIR REPORTS, PROCEEDINGS, DOCUMENTS, MONOGRAPHS, STATISTICAL COMPILATIONS AD NAUSEAM. ALL OF US SPENDING HUGE AMOUNTS OF MONEY ON TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION-- MONEY THAT COULD HAVE BEEN USED TO SAVE LIVES. ALL OF US HAVE A LOT TO ATONE FOR, AND THERE'S NOTHING QUITE SO UNSEEMLY AS THE REFUSAL TO ADMIT WE WERE WRONG, WE DELAYED, WE CONDUCTED BUSINESS AS USUAL WHEN WE WERE IN THE MIDST OF THE MOST APPALLING EMERGENCY IN THE HISTORY OF HUMANKIND.

♪ 
Anne-Christine: ALL OF US, IF WE COULD CHOOSE TO FLICK THE BUTTON AND YOU'D SAY, LIKE, YOU KNOW WHAT? I WANT MY MONEY TO GO TO HELP AIDS IN AFRICA, WE CERTAINLY WOULD DO IT. WE NEED TO HAVE MORE OF CIVIL SOCIETY SAYING, UH-UH. WE NEED TO HAVE ANOTHER WAY. IT'S OUR HUMAN RIGHT. EVERY CITIZEN HAS A RIGHT TO SOME QUALITY OF ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE.

(Soft world beat music: Vocalizing)

♪ 
[ Caption: Pills Profits Protest - courtesy of Outcast Films ]

Crowd: WE WANT DRUGS! WE WANT DRUGS! WE WANT DRUGS! WE WANT DRUGS! 
[ Caption: Chatinka Nkhoma - Ubumbana Lo Mama, South Africa ]

Chatinka: THERE'S A CRIME BEING COMMITTED HERE. THIS IS A CRIME. YOU CANNOT HAVE 40 MILLION PEOPLE DEAD, AND THEN MORE DYING EVERY YEAR, AND THEN THE ISSUE SHOULD BE ABOUT MONEY. 
[ Caption: Sabado Dube - African Services Committee, NYC, USA ]

Sabado: THIS CIPLA, A COMPANY IN INDIA, WAS OFFERING THESE DRUGS AT A LOWER PRICE, AND THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES, INCLUDING GHANA AND SOUTH AFRICA, WERE ENTERING INTO AGREEMENTS TO IMPORT THESE DRUGS, SO THAT THEY WOULD BE DISTRIBUTED TO THEIR PEOPLE AT LOWER AND AFFORDABLE PRICES. SO THE PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES IN THE DEVELOPED WORLD FELT THAT MOVE BY THE GENERIC DRUG COMPANIES WAS INFRINGING ON THEIR TRADEMARKS AND THEIR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND ON THEIR PROFITS. THE MAIN THING IS ON THEIR PROFITS. 
[ Caption: ACT IP Prottest - PHARMA Headquarters, Washington, DC, USA ]

Crowd: MEDICATION FOR EVERY NATION! MEDICATION FOR EVERY NATION! 
Stephen: THE GLOBAL FUND TO FIGHT AIDS, TUBERCULOSIS AND MALARIA IS STILL HALF A BILLION SHORT THIS YEAR, AND MORE THAN A BILLION SHORT NEXT YEAR. EVERYTHING IN THE BATTLE AGAINST AIDS IS PUT AT RISK BY THE BEHAVIOUR OF THE G8.

♪ 
Anne-Christine: YOU TAKE NOT EVEN A COUPLE OF DAYS OF SPENDING ON THE WAR, AND YOU COULD EASILY PAY FOR THE WHOLE GLOBAL AIDS EPIDEMIC EFFORT RIGHT NOW. SO, WE HAVE THE MONEY.

(Funky pop music)

♪

[ Caption: In the mid 1990s, Brazil implemented a universal health care program to provide free generic ARV drugs to curb a drastic increase of AIDS. Attempts to use Brazil's AIDS model in Africa has been prevented by WTO regulations and U.S. pharmaceutical companies. ]

Anne-Christine: WHAT THEY'RE REALLY AFRAID OF IS NOT GIVING THE DRUG, SO MUCH, TO AFRICA, BECAUSE THAT REALLY ACTUALLY REPRESENTS SO LITTLE. ONE PERCENT OF DRUG SALES, GLOBALLY, ARE BASED IN AFRICA. IT'S THAT THEY'RE AFRAID THAT PEOPLE HERE IN CANADA, OR IN THE UNITED STATES, ARE GOING TO SAY, HEY, WE WANT THOSE DRUGS, BECAUSE, ACTUALLY, THEY ONLY COST PENNIES TO MAKE. THEY'RE AFRAID OF THE THREAT. AND SO, BECAUSE OF THAT, THEY'RE BLOCKING ACCESS FOR 46 MILLION PEOPLE. 
[ Caption: Kathryn Anastos - MD/Co-Director WE-ACTx ]

Kathryn: IT'S NOT THAT YOU DON'T KNOW ABOUT AIDS AS A YOUNG PERSON. IT'S THAT YOU HAVEN'T FELT ITS PAIN. THE PAIN OF AIDS, BEFORE WE COULD TREAT, WAS SO PROFOUND THAT WE WERE CONSTANTLY GRIEVING. AND TO BE A DOCTOR IN THE SOUTH BRONX IN THE LATE 1980s, KNOWING MY PATIENTS WERE ALL GOING TO DIE. THEY WERE ALL GOING TO DIE. AND SOMETIMES, FOUR OF THEM DIED IN TWO WEEKS, AND IT WOULD ALMOST DESTROY ME. IN AFRICA NOW, I CAN WALK INTO A WARD OF PATIENTS AND I FEEL HOPE, 'CAUSE I KNOW THAT THE DRUGS ARE GOING TO WORK FOR THEM, IF WE CAN JUST GET THEM THE DRUGS. 
Stephen: AS I WAS SAYING TO MY FRIENDS AT THE GLOBAL FUND MEETING, WE NOW HAVE BILL CLINTON AND BILL GATES AND OPRAH WINFREY AND BONO AND GELDOF AND ANGELINA JOLIE AND ALICIA KEYS AND MADONNA AND RICHARD GERE. WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THIS WORLD, THAT THE FIGHT AGAINST THE WORST SCOURGE IN HUMAN HISTORY IS BEING LED BY CELEBRITY LEADERSHIP IN THE ABSENCE OF POLITICAL LEADERSHIP.

(Cheers and applause) 
Anne-Christine: WE REALLY HAVE THE MONEY. WE COULD DO IT TOMORROW, WE HAVE IT. WE STILL NEED POLITICAL WILL AND WE NEED TO FIND A WAY FOR THESE DRUG COMPANIES TO CHANGE COURSE AND TO FIND A WAY FOR THEM TO BE STILL, MAYBE, HEROES, EVEN IN THIS EPIDEMIC. FIND A WAY FOR THEM TO SAY, YOU KNOW WHAT? YOU'RE STILL GOING TO BE ABLE TO MAKE YOUR PROFITS, BUT TAKE THE STEP TO MAKE THESE DRUGS, THAT ARE GOING TO SAVE THE LIVES OF SO MANY PEOPLE-- BECAUSE IF YOU DON'T DO IT, IF WE DON'T ACT, WE'RE GOING TO HAVE PROJECTIONS THAT ARE SO CATASTROPHIC. WE CAN'T MAKE IT GO AWAY UNLESS WE TREAT AND PREVENT.

♪ 

(Typewriter dings) 
Kim: HIP HAPPENINGS WITH RES MAGAZINE. STAY TUNED. 
Jeremy: FROM BEING A PLACE WHERE YOU USED TO COME TO SEE STUFF YOU COULDN'T SEE ANYWHERE, NOW WE'RE TRYING TO CREATE A PLACE WHERE WE FILTER OUT THE BEST STUFF THAT'S OUT THERE.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ] 

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Rachel Harry & Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Rachel: WELCOME BACK. IN A SEA OF PUBLICATIONS AND FESTIVALS, THERE IS A UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RESFEST AND RES MAGAZINE. 
Kim: THE MAGAZINE IS BASED IN NEW YORK CITY, AND THE INTERNATIONAL TOURING FILM FESTIVAL GOES ALL THE WAY AROUND THE WORLD. TOGETHER, THEY EXPLORE THE WORLD OF DIGITAL ARTS AND BEYOND. 
Rachel: WE HAVE RECENTLY DISCOVERED THAT THEIR 10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE IS, IN FACT, GOING TO BE THE LAST IN ITS PRESENT FORM. 
Kim: SO WHAT'S IN STORE? WELL, WE TOOK IN THE FESTIVAL IN TORONTO, AND THEN TRAVELED DOWN TO THE BIG APPLE TO GET THE SCOOP.

(Lively techno music)

♪ 
[ Caption: Jeremy Boxer & Jesse Ashlock - Res Media Group ]

Jesse: I THINK BOTH THE MAGAZINE AND THE FESTIVAL, IN DIFFERENT WAYS, BUT COMPLEMENTARY WAYS, ARE KIND OF A DISTILLATION OF WHAT WE LIKE TO REFER TO AS THIS EMERGING CREATIVE CLASS AND THE INNOVATIVE WORK THEY'RE DOING, OFTEN WITH THESE NEW CREATIVITY TOOLS. WE'RE PRIMARILY COVERING DIGITAL CULTURE, BUT WE'RE INTERESTED IN, KIND OF, EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN. 
Jeremy: AND I GUESS WHAT I WOULD ADD TO THAT, IN THE FESTIVAL, WE'RE LOOKING FOR FILMS THAT REDEFINE THE CINEMATIC LANGUAGE AND THE INTERSECTION BETWEEN ALL THE NEW CREATIVE ARTS. 
Jesse: YEAH, WE'RE VERY INTERESTED IN CONVERGENCE. 
Kim: IN THE WHOLE WORLD? 

(Laughter)

♪ 
[ Caption: Toronto ]

Sarah: RESFEST TOURS IN 40 CITIES AROUND THE GLOBE. IT'S REALLY BASED ON CUTTING EDGE, CREATIVE, INNOVATIVE SHORT FILMS AND MUSIC VIDEOS. WE HAVE ONE OR TWO LONG-FORMAT VIDEOS THAT WE PROGRAM IN AS WELL.

(Intense techno music) 
[ Caption: Sarah Koo - (Unclear) Director, Resfest ]

RESFEST STARTED 10 YEARS AGO, AND MOST OF THE FILMMAKING GOING ON THAT WAS CURATED BY RES THEN WAS BASED ON PEOPLE WITH, JUST, LIKE, TINY DIGITAL HANDICAMS AND DOING EDITING ON THEIR DESKTOPS. BUT ITS REALLY EXPANDED BEYOND THAT NOW, SO ALL KINDS OF FILMMAKERS WILL SHOOT ON FILM, THEY'LL, YOU KNOW, CREATE ANIMATIONS AND WE DO A LOT OF CREATIVE MUSIC VIDEOS AS WELL.

(Playful techno music) 
[ Caption: Jeremy Boxer - Head Of Programming, Resfest ]

Jeremy: WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT THE TYPE OF AUDIENCES THAT MIGHT COME TO THE FESTIVAL, YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT YOUNG CREATORS. YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT THE INDUSTRY. YOU'RE ALSO TALKING ABOUT PEOPLE WHO ARE JUST INTERESTED IN SEEING WHAT'S NEW. 
Sarah: THE MAGAZINE AND THE FILM FESTIVAL SUPPLEMENT EACH OTHER, SO THE FILM FESTIVAL'S A GREAT WAY FOR COMMUNITIES TO GET TOGETHER AND ACTUALLY SEE EACH OTHER FACE TO FACE AND EXCHANGE IDEAS AND COME OUT AND SEE CREATIVE FILMS BLOWN UP. I HEARD PEOPLE GOING, YEAH, IT'S GREAT TO SEE MUSIC VIDEOS ON THE BIG SCREEN. THAT NEVER REALLY HAPPENS.

[ Caption: Harrowdown Hill - Thom Yorke - Courtesy of XL Records ]

(Percussive techno music)

♪ WE THINK THE SAME THINGS AT THE SAME TIME ♪

♪ WE JUST CAN'T DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT ♪ 
Kim: JESSE, GIVE US THE UPDATE ON THE MAGAZINE. 
[ Caption: Jesse Ashlock - Editor, Res Magazine ]

Jesse: WELL, THE MAGAZINE IS TEMPORARILY ON HIATUS. OUR LAST ISSUE OF 2006 IS ON NEWSSTANDS RIGHT NOW, AND WE'RE PLANNING ON RE-LAUNCHING THE MAGAZINE AS A HYBRID-- EXPANDED HYBRID PRINT/WEB/DVD PUBLICATION IN THE SPRING OF 2007. 
Jeremy: IT'S A CONTENT RELATIONSHIP. JESSE AND I ALWAYS TALK ABOUT, KIND OF, WHAT GOES ON THE DVD, AND IT DOVETAILS IN WITH THE EDITORIAL IN THAT KIND OF WAY. 
Jesse: WE, KIND OF, SEE THIS EMERGING CREATIVE CLASS AS A RAPIDLY EXPANDING MARKET, AND YOU CAN SEE THIS ONLINE A LOT. LIKE, MORE AND MORE PEOPLE ARE DISCOVERING THESE TOOLS, AND ARE MAKING ART WITH THOSE TOOLS. AND IT'S, KIND OF, BLOSSOMING OUT NOW, AS THESE TOOLS BECOME LESS EXPENSIVE. 
Sarah: IT'S BEEN EXCELLENT RESPONSE, AND OUR TIES ARE JUST GETTING, YOU KNOW, STRONGER ALL OVER CANADA. WE HAVE DOUGAL WILSON, WHO HAS COME DOWN FROM ENGLAND TO GIVE A TALK AND A QUESTION-AND-ANSWER. 
Dougal: CAN I JUST SAY IT'S A THRILL FOR ME TO BE HERE, TOO.

(Audience cheers and applause) 

[ Caption: Dougal Wilson - Video Director ]

Dougal: RES HAS CONSISTENTLY BEEN THE ONE THAT HAS MANAGED TO TALK ABOUT SHORT FORM INTERESTING STUFF IN ONE MAGAZINE. YOU PRETTY MUCH GET A SUMMARY OF THE LAST COUPLE OF MONTHS, WHAT'S BEEN INTERESTING IN SHORT FORM STUFF, WHETHER IT BE MUSIC VIDEOS OR SHORT FILMS OR MOTION GRAPHICS. JUST 'CAUSE THE NATURE OF SOME OF THE IDEAS IN MUSICAL SHORT FILMS, YOU KNOW, AND MUSIC VIDEOS, THEY'RE NOT ENTIRELY COMMERCIAL. IT'S NOT GOING TO GET MASSIVELY PROFILED ON MTV, SO IT'S NICE FOR IT TO BE SHOWN AND SHOWCASED IN SOMETHING LIKE THIS. 
Jesse: I THINK OUR AUDIENCE IS ANYBODY WHO'S REALLY INTERESTED IN, KIND OF, THE BLEEDING EDGE OF CULTURE, BUT CARES THAT WHAT OTHER PRODUCTS AT THE BLEEDING EDGE OF CULTURE HAVE PASSION AND A STORY BEHIND THEM. AND THAT'S SOMETHING THAT WE'VE ALWAYS VALUED FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, IS THE ABILITY TO TELL A STORY. I MEAN, I THINK WE'RE BOTH OF THE OPINION THAT WE'RE NOT INTERESTED IN ART THAT'S JUST ABOUT THE TOOLS. WE'RE INTERESTED IN THE ART ITSELF.

[ Caption: Dream - Dizzee Rascal - Directed by Dougal Wilson - courtesy of XL/Matador ]
♪ I USED TO DREAM ABOUT CRAZY LITTLE THINGS LIKE FAME ♪

♪ IN THE DAYS HANGING OUTSIDE THE OFF LICENCE ♪ 
Dougal: I'M SURE THE TIME WILL COME WHERE I HAVE AN IDEA WHICH NEEDS C.G. TO BE REALIZED AND I'LL PROBABLY USE IT. BUT I ALSO LIKE DOING THINGS ON CAMERA JUST 'CAUSE I LIKE THINGS TO FEEL LIKE YOU CAN TOUCH THEM. SAYING THAT, THERE'S MANY BRILLIANT, UM, MUSIC VIDEOS WHICH ARE DONE COMPLETELY WITH C.G. ONE OF MY FAVOURITE VIDEOS, SHYNOLA'S ONE FOR PYRAMID SONG BY RADIOHEAD, COMPLETELY C.G. BUT IT HAS LOTS OF CHARM AND WARMTH.

[ Caption: Pyramid Song - Radiohead - courtesy of EMI Music ]

♪ JUMPED INTO THE RIVER ♪ 
Dougal: I CAME UP WITH THE IDEA OF SOMEONE WALKING FROM PROJECTION TO PROJECTION TO PROJECTION, PUTTING A LINE OF PROJECTION SCREENS ALONG A STUDIO. THEN I THOUGHT, WELL, WHAT ABOUT IF WE JUST FILMED THE SUPER 8 SCREEN, THAT'D BE INTERESTING. I THOUGHT, OKAY, WELL, THAT'S SOMETHING YOU CAN CREATE INTO A JOURNEY.

[ Caption: Tribulations - LCD Soundsystme - directed by Dougal Wilson - courtesy of DFA Records ]

♪ GET YOUR PAYMENTS FROM THE NATION ♪ 
Dougal: WHAT'S NICE ABOUT RES IS THERE'S NO RULES. YOU CAN USE ANY TECHNIQUE, AND THAT'S WHAT IT SORT OF EMBRACES: YOU KNOW, THE UNCONVENTIONAL WAYS OF PUTTING IMAGES TOGETHER.

♪ 
Jeremy: WE WERE SAYING THINGS FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS, THAT THERE IS THIS MARKET, THERE IS ALL THIS STUFF GOING ON, AND ALL OF A SUDDEN YOU SEE SOMETHING LIKE YOUTUBE JUST EXPLODE, IT KIND OF PROVES OUR POINT. AND FROM BEING A PLACE WHERE YOU USED TO COME TO SEE STUFF YOU COULDN'T SEE ANYWHERE, NOW WE'RE TRYING TO CREATE A PLACE WHERE WE FILTER OUT THE BEST STUFF THAT'S OUT THERE.

♪ 
Jesse: WE'RE CURATORS, TO SOME EXTENT, AND WE'RE INTERESTED IN KIND OF SCULPTING, UM, A KIND OF MORE DISTILLED EXPERIENCE, ONLINE, IN OUR EVENTS, YOU KNOW, IN OUR PRINTED PAGES, WHEREVER, YOU KNOW, THE RES BRAND EXTENDS. HE HAS A TAG LINE. 
Jeremy: WELL, THE TAG LINE IS JUST A VERY SIMPLE THING, IS WE'RE JUST TRYING TO CONNECT, UM, CREATIVE CULTURES AROUND THE WORLD. 
Rachel: THIS ONE IS FOR YOU, HOCKEY FANS. VIDEOGRAPHER LARS-PETER BJORNSON GOT TO MEET SUPERSONIC GOALTENDER MARTIN BRODEUR. 
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars-Peter: MOST PEOPLE WRITE THEIR BIOGRAPHY WHEN THEY'RE AT THE END OF THEIR CAREER, BUT TODAY, ONE OF CANADA'S TOP ATHLETES HAS CHOSEN TO LAUNCH A BOOK WHILE HE'S STILL AT THE TOP OF HIS GAME.

(Driving rock music)

♪ 

(Traffic din)

♪ 

Lars-Peter: YOU’VE WON SO MANY THINGS, DO YOU HAVE TO ADD AUTHOR TO THAT, LIKE...

(Laughing) 
[ Caption: Martin Brodeur - Co-Author, Brodeur: Beyond the Crease ]

Martin: I THINK THAT'S A DIFFERENT VENUE FOR ME TO DO; GO OUT AND WRITE A BOOK. AND DEFINITELY WITH THE HELP OF DAMIEN WE, UH, WE CAME OUT WITH THIS AND IT WAS A LOT OF FUN DOING IT. BUT NO, I DIDN'T NEED TO, BUT I THINK I FELT THAT THE FANS WOULD LOVE TO HEAR WHAT I HAD TO SAY.

(Cheers and applause) 
Lars-Peter: WHO DID MOST OF THE WORK? (Damien laughs) COME ON, HONEST NOW. 
[ Caption: Damien Cox - Co-Author, Brodeur: Beyond the Crease ]

Damien: HE CAN BE NONCHALANT ABOUT IT 'CAUSE HE WASN'T THERE SLAVING OVER THE FINAL PAGES, THAT WAY. BUT YOU KNOW WHAT? HE PUT A LOT OF WORK INTO IT TOO AND THAT WAS ONE OF THE THINGS WHEN WE STARTED OFF ON THE PROJECT WAS, I MEAN, I'LL BE HONEST WITH YOU, I THOUGHT, DO I REALLY WANT TO DO THIS? BECAUSE, I MEAN, I DEAL WITH ATHLETES ALL THE TIME AND SOMETIMES THEY SAY, "YEAH, YEAH, YEAH, WE'LL DO THIS," AND THEN AFTERWARDS, THE FOLLOW-THROUGH'S NOT THERE. WELL, THE FOLLOW-THROUGH WAS THERE THE WHOLE TIME. AND HE PUT A LOT OF TIME AND EFFORT AND ENERGY AND THOUGHT INTO THE WHOLE THING. 
Lars-Peter: IT KIND OF SURPRISED ME THAT YOU'RE JUST REALLY OPEN AND UP-FRONT ABOUT THE MONEY ASPECT. I MEAN, IT'S ALWAYS BEEN ABOUT MONEY, BUT... 
Martin: WELL, YOU KNOW, I THINK THE PEOPLE-- I THINK THAT'S ONE OF THE THINGS THEY'RE GOING TO LOOK FOR, SO I MIGHT AS WELL GIVE IT TO THEM EARLY SO WE COULD REALLY GO ON AND TALK TO THE BETTER THINGS ABOUT OUR SPORT. AND I THINK IT-- IT'S PART OF OUR-- WE CAN'T HIDE IT, IT'S PART OF OUR SPORT. PEOPLE JUDGE US BY IT AND I JUST WANTED TO PUT OUT MY OPINION ON THE REASON-- ON THE THINGS THAT I DID THROUGHOUT MY CAREER AND WHY THEY LEAD ME TO THE SUCCESS I'VE BEEN HAVING SO FAR.

♪ 
Damien: I DON'T KNOW IF HE WAS A RINK RAT. I THINK HE WAS A KID WHO PLAYED SPORTS AND PLAYED ON HIS STREET AND PLAYED IN HIS NEIGHBOURHOOD. AND IN THAT WAY, SORT OF A QUINTESSENTIAL CANADIAN STORY. VERY LESS STRUCTURED THAN THE KIDS, I THINK, OF TODAY AND MY OWN KIDS AND HIS KIDS WHERE EVERYTHING'S SORT OF SET UP, YOU DO THIS, THIS, THIS, PRACTICES, GAMES, YOU KNOW, ALL THIS OTHER-- CLINICS, ALL THAT SORT OF STUFF. I THINK HE PLAYED MORE IN THE LOCAL PARK THAN HE DID MAYBE IN THE LOCAL ARENA. MANY PLAYERS, A LOCAL ARENA'S NOW NAMED AFTER. 
Lars: WHO SHOULD PICK UP YOUR BOOK? 
Martin: WELL, ANY HOCKEY FAN OR JUST PEOPLE THAT HAVE ANY INTEREST OF AN ATHLETE THAT'S STILL PLAYING THE GAME AND SEE HOW IT IS. WHEN YOU WRITE BOOKS AND YOU'RE DONE THE GAME, IT'S A LOT DIFFERENT THAT WHEN YOU'RE STILL PLAYING IT. AND, YOU KNOW, I'M TRYING TO BRING PEOPLE INSIDE OF AN ATHLETE AND THE ATHLETE IS ME. AND YOU SEE WHAT I WENT THROUGH AND WHAT I'M GOING THROUGH AND SOME OF THE EXPERIENCE THAT I THINK THE FANS-- THAT HOCKEY FANS ALWAYS DREAM OF. 
Damien: HE'S DEFINITELY ONE OF THE GREATEST GOALTENDERS EVER. BY THE END OF HIS CAREER, HE'LL PROBABLY HOLD ALL THE IMPORTANT RECORDS THERE ARE TO HOLD. AND I THINK WHAT'LL BE INTERESTING WHEN PEOPLE LOOK BACK ON HIM AND TRY TO ASSESS HIS CAREER IS HE PLAYED THE POSITION HIS OWN WAY.

♪ 
Kim: A CANCER VIXEN'S GRAPHIC REVENGE, NEXT. 
Marisa: I WAS JUST TRYING TO TAKE THE FOCUS OFF WHATEVER IT IS I WAS GOING THROUGH.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ] 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: WELCOME BACK, EVERYBODY. WHEN NEW YORKER AND GLAMOUR MAGAZINE CARTOONIST MARISA ACOCELLO MARCHETTO WAS DIAGNOSED WITH CANCER, SHE TOOK HER CARTOONING SKILLS AND HER OBSESSION FOR SHOES AND CREATED THE GRAPHIC MEMOIR CANCER VIXEN, WHICH, BY THE WAY, HAS BEEN SLATED FOR THE BIG SCREEN STARRING CATE BLANCHETT. WELL, WE WENT SHOE SHOPPING WITH MARISA AND THIS VIXEN SHOWED US HOW SHE KICKED CANCER.

(Upbeat pop music)

♪ 
[ Caption: Marisa Acocello Marchetto - author/artist, Cancer Vixen ]

Marisa: IN THE BOOK I SAY, "CANCER, I'M GOING TO KICK YOUR BUTT AND I'M GOING TO DO IT IN KILLER FIVE-INCH HEELS.

♪ 

Marisa: WHEN I STARTED WRITING THIS BOOK, I WAS ACTUALLY GOING OUT ON ASSIGNMENT AND IT REALLY HELPED ME HEAL MYSELF BECAUSE I WAS WORKING, AND IT TOOK THE FOCUS OFF HAVING CANCER AND IT PUT IT ON ACTUALLY DOING SOMETHING AND HAVING A GOAL. BASICALLY WHAT HAPPENED WAS, THE NEW YORKER ACTUALLY SENT ME OUT ON ASSIGNMENT TO COVER THE NEW YORK KNICKS LOCKER ROOM AND FROM THAT I GOT A GIG AT THE NEW YORK TIMES COVERING THE STYLE SECTION AND THEY WOULD SEND ME OUT ON ASSIGNMENT AND I WOULD BE, LIKE, A CARTOONIST-REPORTER.

(Funky pop music)

♪ 

Marisa: FIRST OF ALL, MY MOTHER WAS A SHOE DESIGNER AND SHE WOULD, YOU KNOW, DESIGN-- WORK FROM HOME A LOT OF TIMES AND SHE WOULD DESIGN SHOES AND SHE WOULD DRAW THESE GREAT-LOOKING WOMEN WEARING GREAT-LOOKING SHOES. SO, AT THREE, I STARTED IMITATING HER AND THAT'S HOW I STARTED DRAWING. 
LOOK AT THAT. (Gasps) THAT'S PRETTY EXQUISITE. WHEN I FIRST WENT TO THE BREAST SURGEON, DR. CHRISTOPHER MILLS, HE DID A SONOGRAM AND I LOOKED AT THE SONOGRAM, AND TO ME, THE TUMOUR LOOKED LIKE A BLACK HOLE AND HE SAID, "MARISA, LOOK, IT LOOKS LIKE A WHITE PEARL." SO I THOUGHT, WOW, THAT'S SO INTERESTING, I HAD LOOKED AT IT AND I WENT TO A VERY NEGATIVE SPACE. 
AND I THOUGHT ABOUT HOW I VIEWED MY WHOLE LIFE UP UNTIL THAT POINT AND I REALIZED, WELL, MAYBE IT WAS TIME TO DO EVERYTHING DIFFERENTLY AND TRY AND BE MORE OF AN OPTIMIST AND TAKE MORE OF A POSITIVE ATTITUDE. RIGHT AFTER THAT, HE SAID HE NEEDED TO STICK A NEEDLE INTO THE TUMOUR AND ASPIRATE THE TUMOUR. SO HE TOOK THE NEEDLE AND PULLED OUT SOME CANCER CELLS AND HE SAID HE NEEDED TO SEE IF THE CELLS WERE ANGRY. 
WELL, WHEN HE SAID THAT, I THOUGHT, ANGRY CELLS? IN MY HEAD, I THOUGHT OF, LIKE, THESE LITTLE GREEN CELLS GIVING ME THE FINGER AND THOSE WERE THE CANCER CELLS. AND THAT MADE ME LAUGH, SO I REALIZED IF I COULD HEAL MYSELF THROUGH HUMOUR MAYBE IT'LL HELP OTHER PEOPLE AS WELL. 
OH MY GOD, LOOK AT THAT. (Gasps) IT'S NICE HAVING DISCO BALLS ON YOUR FEET. IN THE BEGINNING OF THE BOOK, I SAY THAT I WAS SWEPT UP IN THE SILLY, SUPERFICIAL STUFF AND, UM, I WROTE ABOUT WHAT LIFE WAS LIKE IN NEW YORK BEFORE 9/11 AND HOW EVERYBODY-- LIKE, I WAS VERY FASHION-CONSCIOUS AND THAT'S PRETTY MUCH MOST OF WHAT I CARED ABOUT. 
BUT THEN, AFTER BEING DIAGNOSED, I WOULD WEAR DIFFERENT PAIRS OF SHOES TO DIFFERENT CHEMO SESSIONS JUST TO MAKE MYSELF FEEL BETTER. THEY WERE TOOLS TO FIGHT THE BATTLE. AND YOU KNOW WHAT? ACTUALLY, IT REALLY HELPED BECAUSE WHEN YOU HAVE A NEEDLE IN YOUR HAND, WHEN YOU HAVE A CHEMO I.V. IN YOUR HAND, LIKE, I DIDN'T WANT TO LOOK AT THAT, I WANTED TO LOOK AT SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL AND THE ONLY THING THAT MADE ME FEEL BETTER WAS LOOKING AT MY SHOES. I WAS JUST TRYING TO TAKE THE FOCUS OFF WHATEVER IT IS I WAS GOING THOUGH, EVEN THOUGH I WAS WRITING ABOUT IT. THE INSIDE'S KIND OF-- YEAH, YEAH, THESE ARE GREAT. 
Female Interviewer: YEAH. 
Marisa: WHAT A GREAT-- THAT'S NICE, YOU GOT THAT? 
(Typewriter dings) 
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars-Peter: AROUND SINCE THE 1970s, THE BURLINGTON ART CENTRE IS NO STRANGER TO ALL THINGS CULTURAL. TONIGHT IT'S PLAYING HOST TO THE VERY ENTERTAINING AND VERY PRODUCTIVE ALEXANDER McCALL SMITH. HE'S THE AUTHOR OF MORE THAN 50 BOOKS BUT IS PERHAPS BEST KNOWN FOR HIS WILDLY POPULAR SERIES THE NUMBER 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY.

(Mellow jazz music) 

(Crowd din)

♪ 
[ Caption: Alexander McCall Smith - The No. 1 Ladies' Detective agency ]

Alexander: THERE ARE SEVEN BOOKS IN THE NUMBER 1 LADIES' DETECTIVE AGENCY PUBLISHED ALREADY. AND I'VE JUST WRITTEN THE MANUSCRIPT OF THE EIGHTH BOOK, WHICH WILL APPEAR IN THE SPRING IN CANADA. AND THAT IS A BOOK CALLED THE GOOD HUSBAND OF ZEBRA DRIVE. AND I'VE AGREED, I'M AFRAID, TO WRITE 11 OF THESE BOOKS. (Laughs) 
[ Caption: Richard Bachman - A Different Drummer Books ]

Richard: HE'S A REMARKABLY POPULAR AUTHOR AND SOMEONE WHOSE POPULARITY REALLY CAME OUT OF NOWHERE, I MEAN, CAME IMMEDIATELY. HE'S ALWAYS IN STOCK AT OUR BOOKSHOP AND THAT SAYS SOMETHING. 
Alexander: I'M VERY GRATEFUL, UH, ABOUT ITS SUCCESS. IT SEEMS TO HAVE BECOME VERY SUCCESSFUL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 
Richard: THERE'S HUMOUR, BUT THERE'S ALSO GENTLE WISDOM. IT'S BETTER THAN, UH, MOST PEOPLE'S FIRST-YEAR PHILOSOPHY COURSE. 
Alexander: IN FACT, MOST WRITERS ARE INSPIRED BY WHAT I SEE IN HUMANITY, ABOUT PEOPLE'S LITTLE WAYS, FOIBLES, ABOUT ALL THE ASPECTS OF, I SUPPOSE, JUST BEING HUMAN AND THE INTERESTING CHALLENGES THAT THAT POSE FOR US. 
Lars-Peter: DO YOU GET KICK OUT OF MEETING YOUR FANS? 
Alexander: IT'S VERY NICE TO MEET, UH, THE PEOPLE WHO'VE READ THE BOOKS. THAT'S A WONDERFUL, WONDERFUL THING. BECAUSE I FEEL THAT I'M INVOLVED IN THIS LONG CONVERSATION WITH PEOPLE, UH, MANY OF WHOM I DON'T HAVE THE CHANCE TO MEET BUT OTHERS WHOM I DO HAVE THE CHANCE TO MEET AND THAT'S WONDERFUL. AND IT'S VERY MOVING FOR ME, IT REALLY IS VERY MOVING AND I LOVE IT. WRITING BOOKS IS SO ENJOYABLE THAT I HARDLY REGARD IT AS WORK. I TELL PEOPLE IT'S WORK, BUT IT'S NOT REALLY. IT'S SHEER ENJOYMENT. 
Kim: TIME TO GO READ A BOOK, I'M K.C.C. 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Rachel: AND I'M RACHEL HARRY. PLEASE GIVE US YOUR FEEDBACK AT booktelevision.com. AS ALWAYS, WE LOVE YOUR INPUT. 
Kim: TILL NEXT WEEK, CIAO. 
Rachel: BYE.

[ CREDITS ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪

(Closed captions created by Bravo!) 
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