Book Television

6-09

Rachel: HI EVERYBODY, WE HAVE A VERY SEXY SHOW FOR YOU THIS WEEK. I AM RACHEL HARRY. 
Kim: AND I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. WELCOME TO THE WORD THIS WEEK.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪ 
Rachel: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK: MIAMI HEAT AND LITERARY TREATS. 
Mitchell: IT'S AN INCREDIBLE, INCREDIBLE FESTIVAL. 
Rachel: AND WE ARE VERY HAPPY TO BE HERE.

(Typewriter ding) 
Rachel: UNCOVERING PAGE THREE GIRLS. 
Photographer: HARRY NIPPLE. 
Rachel: AND THE SEDUCTIVE SECRETS OF LINGERIE. 
Rebecca: IT'S A WAY TO TEMPT YOUR LOVER WHEN YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT TO SAY. IT'S ALL THIS WHISPERED IN ONE WORD. THE WORD IS LINGERIE.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

♪ 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss & Rachel Harry ]

Kim: THE COLD WEATHER'S UPON US, BUT THIS SHOW WILL DEFINITELY WARM YOU UP, STARTING OFF WITH HEADING FOR THE FLORIDA SUNSHINE. 
Rachel: I GOT TO GO TO THE MIAMI INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR, SENT ON TOUGH ASSIGNMENT. I MET SOME AMAZING WRITERS, SOME REALLY ECLECTIC PEOPLE, ALL JUST THERE TO SOAK UP THE SUN. TAKE A LOOK.

(Lively Cuban jazz music: Singing in other language)

♪ 
[ Caption: Mitchell Kaplan - Chairperson, Miami Book Fair International ]

Mitchell: WE'RE RIGHT DOWN HERE IN THE HEART OF MIAMI, JUST ABOUT 10 MINUTES FROM SOUTH BEACH, 10 MINUTES FROM CORAL GABLES, A FEW BLOCKS FROM AMERICAN AIRLINES ARENA, WHERE THE MIAMI HEAT PLAY. RIGHT HERE IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOWN MIAMI, WHICH IS EXPLODING RIGHT NOW. 
Woman: HI, GET A FREE BOOK, SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR. 
Mitchell: IT BECOMES A PLACE WHERE ALL OF MIAMI IS CELEBRATED. ALL OF ITS DIVERSITY IS CELEBRATED HERE AT THE CAMPUS OF MIAMI DADE COLLEGE. OVER 300 AUTHORS WILL BE HERE, OVER 200 EXHIBITORS. WE HAVE COUNTRIES REPRESENTED. SO IT'S AN INCREDIBLE, INCREDIBLE FESTIVAL. 
Rachel: AND WE ARE VERY HAPPY TO BE HERE. 
Mitchell: AND I'M HAPPY TO BE HERE, TOO, WITH YOU.

(Laughter)

(Upbeat dance music: Singing in other language)

♪ 
Man: DON SANCHO, ARE YOU LAUGHING AT ME, SIR? 
Man 2: NO. 
Man: ARE YOU LAUGHING AT A DIET? 
♪ 
Man 3: I CALL IT THE AUTHOR PHOTO DIET. (Laughter) I HAVE TO GO BACK NOW AND LOSE SOME WEIGHT, SO I CAN LOOK LIKE THAT AGAIN. 
Woman: BRETHREN PRESS IS THE PUBLISHING HOUSE OF THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN. WE'RE A DENOMINATION ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, AND THERE'S A COUPLE CONGREGATIONS HERE IN THE MIAMI AREA, AND ONE OF THE CONGREGATIONS SPONSORED THIS BOOTH. 
Rachel: AND WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR YOU TO BE AT THE MIAMI BOOK FAIR? 
Woman: WELL, WE THINK IT'S PRIMARILY ABOUT PRESENCE-- HELPING PEOPLE KNOW WHO THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN IS. WE'RE A PEACE CHURCH, AND WE PUBLISH BOOKS ON PEACE AND SIMPLE LIVING AND DISCIPLESHIP, JUSTICE, THAT SORT OF THING.

♪ 
Man: WHY SHOULD PEOPLE READ THE MIAMI HERALD? I BELIEVE THEY READ THE MIAMI HERALD BECAUSE IT'S A WORLD NEWSPAPER, VERY ARTICULATE FOR EDUCATED PEOPLE AND FOR THE SIMPLE PEOPLE AS WELL. 
Rachel: SO ARE YOU GUYS MUSKETEERS, OR WHAT? 
Porthos: WE ARE. I AM PORTHOS. 
Athos: AND I AM ATHOS. 
Rachel: ISN'T THERE A THIRD? 
Porthos: WE'RE LOOKING FOR HIM. 
Woman: MARRIAGE MEANS SO MUCH MORE THAN LOVE. GET IT AND BE HAPPY! 
♪ 
Rachel: HOW IS IT TO BE SELF-PUBLISHED AND COME TO THE MIAMI BOOK FAIR? 
Man: THEY LIKE THE FACT THAT WE ARE PUTTING IN THE BOOKS EXACTLY WHAT WE THINK, AND NOT WHAT THE BIG COMPANIES WANT US TO DO. 
Rachel: WHAT IS IT ABOUT KABBALAH THAT YOU FIND SO INTRIGUING THAT YOU'VE WRITTEN ALL OF THESE BOOKS ABOUT IT? 
Man 2: MOSHE IDEL, THE GREAT ISRAELI KABBALIST, SAID THAT WHATEVER MAKES RELIGION RELIGION, KABBALAH HAS MORE OF IT. IT'S SORT OF LIKE RELIGION ON STEROIDS.

(Mid-tempo pop music) 
Rachel: WHY KIDS BOOKS? WHY EDUCATIONAL BOOKS? 
Man 3: THIS IS AN AREA WHERE WE'VE BEEN SPECIALIZING IN FOR ALMOST 20 YEARS. WE'VE BEEN DEVELOPING PRODUCTS FOR OTHER PUBLISHERS AROUND THE COUNTRY, AND WHEN WE INTRODUCED THIS BILINGUAL SERIES ABOUT FOUR YEARS AGO, AT THAT TIME, NOBODY WANTED TO DO A BILINGUAL CHILDREN'S BOARD BOOK SERIES. 
MY CHILDREN ARE BILINGUAL. I SPEAK ENGLISH TO THEM, MY WIFE ONLY SPEAKS SPANISH TO THEM, AND WE WANTED A PRODUCT OUT THERE THAT WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR THAT. SO WHEN WE WENT LOOKING, WE COULD NEVER FIND WHAT WE WANTED. WE COULD NEVER FIND SOMETHING THAT COMPARED TO WHAT THEY WERE GETTING IN ENGLISH. 
AND IF THEY DIDN'T HAVE IT-- IF IT DIDN'T LOOK, IT DIDN'T FEEL LIKE SOME OF WHAT THEY WERE GETTING IN ENGLISH, THEY STARTED TO SHY AWAY FROM THE SPANISH PART OF IT. 
Woman: WAS A PLEASURE TO BE HERE TALKING TO YOU. GOD BLESS YOU, AMEN. (Laughs) 
Rachel: WANDERING AROUND THE FAIR, WE HAPPENED UPON COMEDIAN AND WRITER ANDY BOROWITZ, WHO HAD A SAUCIER TAKE ON THE WEEKEND'S EVENTS. 
[ Caption: Andy Borowitz - Author/Comedian ]

Andy: I HAVE BEEN LED TO BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE LARGEST PORN BOOK FESTIVAL IN THE WORLD. MIAMI IS REALLY WHERE THE GREAT PORNOGRAPHERS COME TO SELL THEIR WARES, AND I'M GOING TO TRY TO FIND THE BEST PORN BOOK OUT OF ALL THESE MANY VOLUMES. VERY EXCITED ABOUT THAT. 
Rachel: NOW, HAVE YOU HAD A LONG PASSION FOR PORN? 
Andy: I HAVE. I GO TO EVERY-- THERE ARE PORN BOOK FAIRS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, AND ALSO JEWISH PORN BOOK FAIRS, WHICH ARE REALLY WONDERFUL. 
Man: (Unclear) WAS AN AMAZING EVENT. 
Andy: YES. THERE'S A TREMENDOUS AUDIENCE FOR JEWISH PORN, AND SO I GO-- I FOLLOW THOSE. BUT THIS IS JUST-- IF YOU ARE IN THE COGNOSCENTI, YOU REALLY HAVE TO DO THE MIAMI ONE. THEY HAVE THE BEST STUFF. LET'S GO AND SEE WHAT WE CAN FIND. 
Rachel: WE'RE ABOUT TO HEAD INTO THE PORN. 
Andy: THIS WAS ONE OF MY FAVOURITE PORN TITLES. THIS IS CALLED "A BEAUTIFUL MIND AND AN INCREDIBLE ASS." IT'S AN UNBELIEVABLE-- THAT'S I THINK, ON THE BACK OF IT, BUT THIS IS A DIRTY BOOK. THIS IS ONE THAT I LOVE, OF ALL THE PORN BOOKS I'VE GOTTEN. 
Man: MADAM SECRETARY, REMEMBER THAT ONE? 
Andy: MADAM SECRETARY. (Laughs) MADAM SECRETARY-- THIS IS JUST-- MADAM SECRETARY IS CHASED AROUND HER DESK, PRETTY MUCH NON-STOP, IN THIS PORN TITLE. AND YOU CAN TELL FROM THAT LOOK ON HER FACE SHE'S GETTING SOME. 
ALL RIGHT, LET'S SEE, WHERE ELSE DO WE GO? WELL, NEEDLESS TO SAY, RISING TIDE-- (Laughs) I THINK WE KNOW WHAT THAT'S ABOUT. YEAH, THAT IS A GREAT ONE. THIS IS REALLY ONE OF THE DIRTIEST BOOKS I'VE EVER READ. THIS IS SHARING GOOD TIMES, BY JIMMY CARTER. THIS IS, LIKE, THE PORNIEST BOOK YOU'VE EVER READ. I MEAN, HERE THEY ARE, LIKE, WITH TWO ENORMOUS MACKERELS OF SOME SORT. YOU DON'T WANT TO FIND OUT WHAT THEY DO WITH THOSE. OKAY, LET'S SEE WHAT ELSE WE'VE GOT. 
Rachel: WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THIS BOOK HERE? 
Andy: CHUTZPAH, THE "DERSH." THE "DERSH"-- HE SHOULD BE NAMED ALAN "DIRTYWITZ," BECAUSE THE "DERSH" HAS SO MUCH CHUTZPAH, MAINLY WITH THE LADIES. AND THAT'S WHAT YOU FIND OUT IN THIS BOOK. 
Rachel: I THINK THIS ONE MIGHT SPEAK FOR ITSELF. 
Andy: BECAUSE HE COULD. AND BOY, COULD HE. THIS IS GREAT, THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER. LOOK AT THAT. THAT IS-- THIS IS LIVING UP TO ITS REPUTATION AS THE LARGEST PORN BOOK FESTIVAL IN THE WORLD. EVERY TITLE HERE IS DIRTY. 
I'M REALLY JUST SORRY THAT MORE CANADIANS COULDN'T BE DOWN HERE TO ENJOY THIS, BECAUSE CANADA-- I KNOW YOU GUYS LOVE PORN. IT GETS COLD UP THERE, AND YOU'VE GOT TO RUB TWO THINGS TOGETHER AND-- WHAT ELSE TO WE HAVE? DO WE HAVE ANY OTHER DIRTY TITLES HERE? WE'VE GOT TO GO OUT WITH ONE REALLY GOOD, REALLY GOOD DIRTY ONE. 
Rachel: IF YOU CAN MAKE THIS ONE DIRTY, I WILL GIVE YOU FIVE DOLLARS. 
Andy: OH, THE WRECK OF THE WHALESHIP ESSEX. WELL, THAT IS A SPERM WHALE, OF COURSE. LET'S NOT KID OURSELVES. ALL RIGHT, I'VE GOT TO GO TAKE THIS INTO A PRIVATE AREA. THERE'S ACTUALLY-- I BELIEVE THERE'S A ROOM WHERE YOU CAN TRY OUT SOME OF THIS STUFF. BUT I JUST WANT TO SAY, ON BEHALF OF THE MIAMI PORN BOOK FAIR, THIS HAS BEEN AN AWESOME TIME TALKING WITH YOU.

(Typewriter ding) 
Rachel: TOPLESS IN THE TABLOIDS, NEXT. 
Paul: THAT'S KEELEY. PAGE THREE BABE, STUNNER, FROM KENT. THAT'S WHAT YOU'VE GOT TO KNOW.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ] 

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK, EVERYBODY. THE BRITISH TABLOID PRESS HAVE THAT STRANGE PHENOMENON OF PRINTING NEWS, SPORTS, CRIME, WHATEVER, ALONGSIDE PICTURES OF BEAUTIFUL, SAUCY WOMEN. THINK OF IT WHAT YOU WILL, BUT THE PAGE THREE GIRLS HAVE TURNED THE SUN INTO THE BIGGEST-SELLING ENGLISH LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER IN THE WORLD. VIDEOGRAPHER LARS PETER BJORNSON TRAVELED TO THE U.K. TO FOLLOW THE TRAIL FROM PHOTO SHOOT TO PRINTED PAGE.

(Upbeat rock music) 
Lars: OUR TRIP BEGINS IN A BACK ALLEY APARTMENT IN LONDON'S NORTHEAST END.

(Camera shutter clicking) 
Alison: HARRY NIPPLE.

♪ 
Brian: TABLOIDS HAVE NEVER REALLY BEEN PORNOGRAPHIC. THEY'VE NEVER INDULGED IN THAT KIND OF TABOO BREAKING. I THINK THEY HAVE PUSHED THE BOUNDARIES OF THE ACCEPTABLE, INSOFAR AS THE PAGE THREE GIRL BECOMES PART OF THE BREAKFAST TABLE READING. 
Rebecca: I THINK PAGE THREE IS KNOWN AS BEING QUINTESSENTIALLY BRITISH. I THINK IT IS A BRITISH INSTITUTION, ONE WHICH IS, SORT OF, LOVED AND LOATHED IN EQUAL MEASURES, REALLY. 
Paul: THEY'RE FUN. WHAT'S NOT TO LIKE ABOUT A PAGE THREE GIRL, A TOPLESS STUNNER? 
Geoff: I THINK IT REPRESENTS BRITAIN PERFECTLY. I THINK THIS TELLS YOU WHAT BRITS ARE ABOUT, REALLY.

♪ 
Lars: SO WHAT MAKES A GOOD PAGE THREE GIRL? 
Alison: GREAT BOOBS, GOOD BUM, NOT AN OUNCE OF FAT ON HER.

(Camera shutter clicking) 
[ Caption: Katie, 21, from Liverpool - Model ]

Katie: I LOVE DOING PAGE THREE BECAUSE YOU GET TO MEET DIFFERENT PEOPLE EVERY DAY. YOU KNOW, YOU CAN HAVE A LAUGH AT THE GIRLS. USUALLY THERE'S A LOT OF MUSIC GOING ON. IT'S FUN, YOU'LL HAVE A GIGGLE. 
[ Caption: Ruth, 24, from Kent - Model ]

Ruth: A PHOTOGRAPHER THAT I WORK WITH, THROUGH FASHION, IS THE OTHER GUY THAT DOES PAGE THREE FOR THE SUN. AND HE, SORT OF, SAID TO ME-- I'VE BEEN DOING FASHION FOR A WHILE, AND WANTED A CHANGE IN CAREER-- I SHOULD DO SOMETHING LIKE THIS. IT'S A TOTALLY DIFFERENT WAY OF MODELING. IT'S MORE OF A-- YOU'RE PART OF A GROUP, YOU'RE PART OF A FAMILY, YOU ALL WORK TOGETHER, AND THINGS LIKE THAT. SO IT WAS, JUST, A DIFFERENT SIDE OF MODELING FOR ME TO TRY OUT. WE GET PAID WELL. WE GET PAID A GOOD WAGE FOR IT, ENOUGH TO LIVE OFF. NONE OF US HAVE OTHER JOBS. THIS IS WHAT WE DO FOR A LIVING. 
[ Caption: Brian McNair - News and Journalism in the UK ]

Brian: THERE IS DEFINITELY A DISTINCT BRITISH TABLOID CULTURE. YOU KNOW, BRITISH TABLOIDS ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES, REALLY, IN THE 19th CENTURY, WITH THE GROWTH OF MASS LITERACY, MASS EDUCATION, MASS MARKET. THE JOURNALISM AND THE TABLOIDS EMERGED, REALLY, TO SERVICE THAT MARKET AND HAVE CONTINUED TO, KIND OF, OCCUPY A SPECIAL SPACE, IN TERMS OF THE COVERAGE OF CELEBRITY OR SEX OR SCANDAL, WHICH IS QUITE UNIQUE, I THINK, IN TERMS OF WORLD JOURNALISM.

(Soft pop music) 
[ Caption: Geoff Webster - Associate Editor, The Sun ]

Geoff: THE SUN IS BRITAIN'S BIGGEST-SELLING NEWSPAPER. WE SELL 3.2 MILLION COPIES EVERY WEEKDAY, AND ON A SATURDAY, WE SELL A FRACTION UNDER 4 MILLION. AND IT'S READ BY ANYBODY AND EVERYBODY, THROUGH THE WHOLE SOCIAL STRATA. 
Brian: THE PAGE THREE GIRL WAS A PRODUCT OF RUPERT MURDOCH'S ARRIVAL IN BRITAIN. HE CAME TO THE U.K. IN THE LATE '60s AND BROUGHT WITH HIM A MORE AGGRESSIVELY POPULIST STYLE OF JOURNALISM.

(Upbeat rock music) 
Geoff: IN THE DAYS BACK THEN, THE NEWSPAPER HAD TO BE PRINTED SO EARLY, AND QUITE OFTEN, STORIES AND PICTURES WEREN'T IN THE OFFICE IN TIME TO MAKE THE PAPER. SO THEY HAD TO COME UP WITH A FEATURE IDEA THAT EVERY DAY WOULD FILL HUGE SPACE ON PAGE THREE OF THE NEWSPAPER, AND LARRY LAMB IS CREDITED WITH THE IDEA THAT HE WOULD PUT A TOPLESS GIRL IN THAT SPOT. AND AFTER A COUPLE OF DAYS, IT BECAME OBVIOUS THAT IT WAS NEVER EVER GOING TO CHANGE. 
[ Caption: Rebecca Loncraine - Bosom Of The Nation: The History Of Page 3 ]

Rebecca: THE FIRST POSTER APPEARED IN 1970. AND REALLY, THE PAGE THREE EMERGED OUT OF THE LATE '60s AND WHAT BECAME KNOWN AS PERMISSIVE SOCIETY IN BRITAIN, WHERE PEOPLE WERE TAKING THEIR CLOTHES OFF IN ALL SORTS OF WAYS IN PUBLIC, WHETHER IT'S THE NATURIST MOVEMENT, HIPPIES, COMMUNES. AND REALLY, PAGE THREE WAS NOTHING MORE THAN ANOTHER EXPRESSION OF, UM, A SLIGHTLY MANIPULATIVE EXPRESSION OF THAT. 
[ Caption: Paul Sorene - Editor, anorak.co.uk. ]

Paul: THE SUN IS VERY GOOD PAPER, FACTUALLY CORRECT, NO TYPOS, VERY WELL PRODUCED PAPER. 
Man: WHAT'S THAT? 
Paul: THAT'S KEELEY, PAGE THREE BABE, STUNNER, FROM KENT, THAT'S ALL YOU GOT TO KNOW. AND SHE SAYS, (Reading) "KEELEY ENJOYED SEEING THE QUEEN'S PROUD MOMENT AS SHE WATCHED HARRY PASSING OUT FROM SANDHURST." SHE'S A ROYALIST, THIS KEELEY.

(Camera shutter clicking) 
Alison: IT’S LOVELY. 
Katie: WITH MEN, IT'S LIKE, IT'S A BIT LIKE, YOU KNOW, THEY THINK THAT THEY CAN JUST, YOU KNOW, GET YOU AND STUFF LIKE THAT. BUT, YOU KNOW, A LOT OF THE GIRLS, WE'RE ALL JUST DOWN-TO- EARTH. NATURAL GIRLS. MOST OF US HAVE GOT BOYFRIENDS, YOU KNOW, SORRY TO DISAPPOINT YOUS.

(Camera shutter clicking) 
[ Caption: Alison Webster - Photographer, The Sun ]

Alison: WELL, I THINK EVERYONE APPRECIATES BEAUTY AND, UM, AND I THINK SEEING A PAIR OF BOOBS IS QUITE NICE FOR MOST BLOKES. 
Paul: WELL, I SUPPOSE THEY'RE GIRLFRIEND MATERIAL OR FANTASY GIRLFRIEND MATERIAL. YOU DON'T REALLY WANT TO GO OUT WITH THEM, YOU KNOW, YOU JUST WANT TO STAY IN WITH THEM MAYBE ONCE. BUT THEY ARE FUN, THEY'RE VAPID NONSENSE, AREN'T THEY? THEY'RE THE ESSENCE OF WHAT IT IS JUST TO BE NOT THAT DEEP AND NOT REALLY CARE ABOUT IT THAT MUCH. 
Ruth: PAGE THREE GIRLS, I WHOLLY GET A GOOD REACTION FROM ANYONE THAT SEES ME IN THE PAPER AND KNOWS WHAT I DO. 
Lars: DO GUYS EVER HASSLE YOU? 
Ruth: IT'S NOT SOMEONE LECHING ON YOU STRAIGHT AWAY IN A NIGHTCLUB 'CAUSE, YOU KNOW, THEY REALLY THINK THAT THEY'VE GOT A CHANCE. IT'S NORMALLY A KIND OF SUPPORTIVE, "OH, YOU KNOW, WELL DONE, YOU'RE IN THE PAPER." 
Geoff: I THINK THEY BRIGHTEN UP PEOPLE'S DAY, TO BE HONEST. THAT'S ALWAYS BEEN THE IDEA. I THINK THAT'S TRUE NOW. IT'S QUITE RARE THAT WE DON'T RUN THEM. OBVIOUSLY, IF THERE'S A OVERWHELMING STORY OF A REALLY SERIOUS NATURE THEN WE WILL PUT THEM BY FOR ANOTHER DAY BUT THAT’S QUITE RARE. 
Paul: THE SUN, THEY ALL GET VERY WORRIED, LOT OF HAND WRINGING, OH MY GOD, ISN'T IT TERRIBLE, 40,000 PEOPLE MUDSLIDE. HOW LONG DOES THAT STORY STAY ON PAGE 3 UNTIL LOVELY NIKKI FROM HARROW COMES BACK TO TAKE HER TOP OFF AND SAY WHAT SHE THINKS ABOUT THE MUDSLIDE IN ECUADOR? AND HOW LONG IS DECENT? 
(Fast-paced rock music) 
Rebecca: AS TO THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE SEXUALIZED IMAGES IN THE TABLOIDS ARE PORNOGRAPHY, I THINK IT'S A REALLY DIFFICULT QUESTION 'CAUSE THE DEFINITION OF PORNOGRAPHY IS NOTORIOUSLY DIFFICULT. ONE, IT'S AN IMPOSSIBLE THING TO DEFINE, REALLY. AND I THINK, CERTAINLY, I WOULD DESCRIBE SOME OF THE IMAGES IN THE TABLOIDS AS SOFT-PORN, WHICH IS A SLIGHTLY UNCOMFORTABLE PHRASE BUT I THINK IT'S REALLY ALL ABOUT CONTEXT. 
Katie: THEY ALWAYS ASSOCIATE US WITH PORN STARS AND STUFF AND, YOU KNOW, IT'S JUST NOWHERE NEAR. ALL WE DO IS TAKE OUR TOP OFF FOR A LIVING. 
Alison: I THINK THEY LOOK CLASSY. YOU DON'T WANT THEM TO LOOK TOO OVERTLY SEXY BUT JUST, UM, VERY CLASSY, NICE. WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO IN THE BATH? YOU'VE GOT AN IDEA FOR THIS, HAVEN'T YOU? 
Ruth: THIS IS NICE. HAVE YOU SEEN IT? 
Alison: NO. SHALL I HAVE A LOOK? 
Ruth: YEAH. 
Alison: RUTH'S GOOD AT IDEAS, EVEN WHEN SHE WALKS AROUND WITH THE LABEL HANGING OUT HER BUM.

♪ 
Rebecca: AND THESE PEOPLE LIKE THE SUN AND THE MIRROR, THEY ARE, ON THE ONE HAND, PARTS OF THE PUBLIC SPHERE, THEY'RE THE VOICE OF THE PUBLIC SPHERE IN MANY RESPECTS AND THEY HAVE A HUGE POLITICAL AND CULTURAL INFLUENCE ON OUR SOCIETY. ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY ARE, UH, MACHINES FOR MAKING PROFITS. AND THAT'S REALLY WHAT THE DRIVING FORCE FOR MURDOCH IS, FOR EXAMPLE. 
Katie: I DON'T KNOW HOW THE PEOPLE CAN LOOK AT BRITAIN AS BEING PRIM AND PROPER WHEN, YOU KNOW, PAGE THREE'S SUCH A BRITISH THING. THAT'S WHAT I MEAN, IT'S LIKE, I THINK WE'RE JUST PEOPLE WHO LIKE TO BE LIKE THAT BUT I THINK PROBABLY REALLY, WE'RE REALLY LIKE, SEXUALLY EXPLOITIVE COUNTRY, AREN'T WE REALLY? (Laughing)

(Mellow rock music) 
Alison: I THINK THERE'S TWO POINTS OF VIEW HERE. ONE IS THAT NO ONE FORCES YOU TO READ THE PAPER, AND WHAT IS THERE NOT TO APPRECIATE? AND ALSO, YOU SEE MORE THAN THAT ON HOLIDAY, WALKING DOWN THE BEACH, DON'T YOU? I MEAN, THERE'S PEOPLE, FAT, UGLY PEOPLE, WALKING DOWN THE BEACH WITH NO TOPS ON. AND HERE THEY'RE LOVELY AND YOUNG AND PRETTY AND, YOU KNOW, THAT'S IT. YOU DON'T HAVE TO SIT THERE AND STUDY IT IF YOU DON'T LIKE IT. BRING YOUR HAND UP SLIGHTLY JUST SO THAT IT'S NOT HANGING OFF THE EDGE OF THE BATH. TAKE IT FORWARD A BIT SO I'VE GOT YOUR BUM. WE'VE HAD SUCCESS WITH YOUR BOTTOM IN THE PAST, HAVEN'T WE? 
(Camera shutter clicking) 
Geoff: IT'S CHEEKY ENOUGH. IN THIS DAY AND AGE, IT'S LESS CHEEKY THAN IT WAS, I'M SURE. AND WE'LL KEEP IT THAT WAY. IT WILL NEVER BECOME ANYTHING MORE THAN CHEEKY, THAT'S THE WHOLE POINT. AND THE GIRLS WILL ALWAYS BE ATTRACTIVE, CLASSY-LOOKING GIRLS WITH NO PROBLEMS. 
Ruth: TO ME, THE SUN AND PAGE THREE SORT OF REPRESENTS ENGLISH CULTURE IN THE WAY OF THE SORT OF THE SENSE OF HUMOUR, THE KIND OF CHEEKY BENNY HILL, KIND OF BRITISH SENSE OF HUMOUR. 
Rebecca: I THINK I IMAGINE PAGE THREE AS REALLY LIKE THE SORT OF BUSTY WOODEN CARVING ON THE PROW OF A SHIP, WHICH IS THE SUN. IT'S REALLY KIND OF A SYMBOL, UM, FOR THE SUN. IT'S A SYMBOL OF ITS HISTORY, IT'S PAST, UM, THE WAY IN WHICH IT REALLY DID SEXUALIZE BRITISH NEWSPAPERS IN A WAY THAT WASN'T QUITE SO TRUE BEFORE PAGE THREE.

(Funky jazz music) 
Ruth: OBVIOUSLY NOW IT'S A NATIONAL INSTITUTION SO THAT'S THE REASON IT CARRIES ON NOW. BUT I THINK INITIALLY IT WAS THAT KIND OF CHEEKY BRITISH SENSE OF HUMOUR. I MEAN, THE SUN DOES DO QUITE A LOT OF FUN NEWS STORIES IN THERE AS WELL AS, YOU KNOW. SO I THINK THAT'S ALL PART OF THE SUN, SUN'S CHARACTER, REALLY. IT ALL KIND OF FITS IN. DO CANADIANS KNOW WHO BENNY HILL IS? 
Rachel: BRINGING OUT YOUR INNER FLIRT WITH SILK, SATIN AND LINGERIE, NEXT. 
Rebecca: THESE PEARLS ARE PLACED STRATEGICALLY AND IT RUBS YOU THE RIGHT WAY.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ] 

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELL, IT'S A TOUGH JOB, BUT SOMEONE'S GOT TO DO IT. WHEN THIS BOOK LANDED ON MY DESK, THE LINGERIE HANDBOOK BY REBECCA APSAN, WE THOUGHT, WELL, WE GOT TO GET TO THE BOTTOM OF THIS STORY. SO I CAME TO NEW YORK CITY TO CHECK OUT REBECCA'S BOUTIQUE IN THE VILLAGE, LA PETITE COQUETTE.

(Mellow jazzy pop music)

♪

[ Caption: Rebecca Apsan - The Lingerie Handbook ]

Rebecca: MY BOYFRIEND AT THE TIME, UH, WAS VERY, VERY PASSIONATE WITH ME AND HE HAD A HABIT OF, IN THE HEAT OF PASSION, RIPPING OFF THE LINGERIE. AND, UM, HE TOLD ME THAT IT WOULD BE CHEAPER FOR HIM TO GIVE ME $20,000 TO OPEN UP A STORE-- THAT WAS IN 1979-- THAN FOR HIM TO CONTINUALLY BUY ME EXPENSIVE LINGERIE. SO THAT'S BASICALLY HOW LA PETITE COQUETTE WAS BORN. 
THIS IS MY PRIVATE LABEL, THIS IS SILK CHARMEUSE, AND THIS IS A FABRIC THAT FEELS LIKE YOU'RE NAKED. SILK IS THE ONLY FABRIC THAT I KNOW THAT DOES THIS. IT CRISS-CROSSES IN THE BACK AND WE SUGGEST IT WITH A KIMONO. THIS IS A PERFECT SOMETHING TO HAVE WHEN YOU WANT TO FEEL COMFORTABLE AND IF YOU HAVE CHILDREN AROUND, YOU CAN WEAR THE ROBE ON TOP. BUT YOU WILL BE VERY COMFORTABLE IN THIS AND IT'S VERY SEXY.

♪ 
Kim: WHY IS SOMETHING SO FLIMSY, FRAGILE, SO POWERFUL? 
Rebecca: BECAUSE IT COVERS UP JUST THE THINGS THAT YOU WANT TO SEE SO THAT MAKES IT POWERFUL. I'VE ALWAYS SAID THE BIGGEST, UH, SEX ORGAN IS THE BRAIN.

♪ 
Rebecca: LINGERIE IS A CURTAIN THAT SEPARATES THE AUDIENCE FROM THE PERFORMANCE. THIS IS VERY SEXY. YOU PUT THIS ON AND YOU'RE TURNED INTO A, UM, WHAT? IRMA LA DOUCE OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT, YOU KNOW. IT'S VERY, VERY SEXY. IT EMPOWERS YOU.

♪ 
Kim: THE LINGERIE HANDBOOK, IS IT A GUIDE TO OUTFITTING WOMEN? 
Rebecca: YES, IT'S BASICALLY A TOPS TO BOTTOMS GUIDE TO TELLING WOMEN HOW TO TRANSFORM THEMSELVES. LIKE, IN THE MORNING-- IT'S THE FIRST THING THAT YOU PUT ON IN THE MORNING, THE LAST THING THAT YOU TAKE OFF AT NIGHT. AND WHEN YOU HAVE THOSE THINGS THAT ARE SO POWERFUL IN THE MORNING, IT WILL SET THE TONE FOR YOUR, FOR THE WHOLE DAY IF YOU'RE WEARING SOMETHING THAT IS COMPLIMENTARY TO YOUR BODY, THAT FEELS GOOD AND IS COMFORTABLE.

♪ 
Rebecca: I'VE ALWAYS SAID THAT WHEN YOU WEAR SILK UNDERWEAR, YOU WALK DIFFERENTLY, YOU TALK DIFFERENTLY, YOU'RE PERCEIVED DIFFERENTLY. I THINK LINGERIE, AS TRIVIAL AS IT MAY SEEM, CAN REALLY CHANGE A WOMAN'S OUTLOOK.

♪ 
Rebecca: THIS SOLD THOUSANDS, IT WAS-- WHAT WAS THE NEWSPAPER? THE GLOBE AND MAIL? 
Kim: YES. 
Rebecca: THEY WROTE ABOUT THIS, AND I CANNOT TELL YOU HOW MANY THOUSANDS OF CANADIANS BOUGHT THIS PIECE. IT FINALLY RUBS YOU THE RIGHT WAY. 
Kim: YOU BETTER EXPLAIN. 
Rebecca: WELL, I DON'T THINK I HAVE TO. IT'S VERY AUTO-EROTIC. THESE PEARLS ARE PLACED STRATEGICALLY AND IT RUBS YOU THE RIGHT WAY. 
Kim: AND HOW MUCH DOES THAT RETAIL FOR? 
Rebecca: $69, A VERY APPROPRIATE PRICE. (Laughs) WHEN YOU'RE WEARING A GOOD BRA-- I SAY A GOOD BRA IS LIKE A GOOD MAN, HE'S GOT TO BE GOOD LOOKING, SUPPORTIVE AND NEVER LET YOU DOWN.

♪ 
(Laughs)

♪ 
(Typewriter dings) 
[ BREAK ] 

[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars: IF YOU LIVE IN CANADA, YOU KNOW THEM ALL TOO WELL: JANUARY AND FEBRUARY WITH THEIR COLD, LONG, DREARY, DARK DAYS. AND JANUARY IS MADE EVEN LONGER DUE TO THE FACT THAT THERE IS NO OFFICIAL HOLIDAY IN IT. THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT THE PEOPLE IN THE BUILDING NEXT TO ME WANT TO CHANGE WITH THEIR NEW INITIATIVE. 
[ Caption: Helen Leask - President, SCRIPT Medical Writing Inc. ]

Helen: HUG A WRITER DAY IS A DAY DEDICATED TO ALL WRITERS, UM, BUT IN PARTICULAR, COMMERCIAL COPY WRITERS. WE'RE A MEDICAL COMMUNICATIONS AGENCY AND WE WRITE FOR CLIENTS AROUND THE WORLD. AND ALTHOUGH WE DO THE FULL RANGE OF ACTIVITIES, WITHOUT GOOD WRITING, IT WOULD GET ABSOLUTELY NOWHERE. 
Lars: SO A HOLIDAY DEDICATED SPECIFICALLY TO THE RECOGNITION OF AUTHORS, MOST PEOPLE WOULD LIKELY BE ALL RIGHT WITH THAT. HELEN EVEN HAS A SPECIAL DATE PICKED OUT. 
Helen: THERE'S NO HOLIDAY IN JANUARY, THE 24th ALSO HAPPENS TO BE THE SAINTS DAY OF SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES WHO IS THE PATRON SAINT OF WRITERS SO IT ALL JUST CAME TOGETHER REALLY WELL. IT'S AN INTERNET CAMPAIGN, YOU CAN SEND IT ON TO ANY WRITER YOU KNOW, OR ANYBODY ELSE WHO YOU THINK WOULD FIND IT FUNNY AND ENJOY HAVING A BRAND NEW ANNUAL HOLIDAY. 
Lars: CAN WE SEE SOME OF THE STUFF? 
Helen: SO THIS IS TEASER NUMBER 1 AND IT'S GONE OUT TO EVERYBODY ALREADY. THERE'LL BE TEASERS 2 AND 3 AND ON THE DAY ITSELF THERE WILL AN ELECTRONIC GREETINGS CARD THAT EVERYBODY CAN LOG ON TO AND SEND TO FRIENDS AT hugawriter.com.

(Thud)

(Upbeat pop rock music)

♪ 
Helen: WE'VE HAD A VERY STRONG MENTORING PROGRAM FOR WRITERS AND WANT TO ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO ENTER THE BUSINESS SO THIS IS A REALLY FUN, UH, HAPPY, UNDER- THE-RADAR KIND OF WAY TO SHOW EVERYBODY THAT WE THINK WRITERS ARE FANTASTIC. 
Lars: BIT OF A SEND UP TO ALL THE PEOPLE THAT HELP YOU EVERY DAY. 
Helen: (Laughs) EXACTLY. 
Lars: WELL, THANK YOU VERY MUCH. BEST LUCK WITH YOUR CAMPAIGN. 
Helen: THANK YOU.

♪ 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: TIME FOR US TO GO INSIDE AND HUG A WRITER. TILL NEXT WEEK, I'M K.C.C. 
Rachel: AND I'M RACHEL HARRY, PLEASE GO TO THE WEBSITE, LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK. 
Kim: CIAO. 
Rachel: BYE.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪

[ CREDITS ]
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