The Word This Week

6-14


Kim: HELLO THERE, I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. 
Rachel: AND I AM RACHEL HARRY. WELCOME TO THE WORD THIS WEEK.
(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪ 
Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK: AMERICAN FASCISTS, THE CHRISTIAN RIGHT AND THE WAR ON AMERICA. 
John: IN THE AMERICAN CONTEXT, I MEAN, THERE'S REALLY A CULTURE WAR THAT'S WELL-DEFINED GOING ON DOWN THERE. 
Kim: A LOVE OF LIBRARIES WITH ALBERTO MANGUEL. 
Alberto: EVERYTHING AROUND US IS NOW AN EDUCATION IN STUPIDITY, 'CAUSE YOU HAVE TO LEARN TO BE STUPID IN THE SAME WAY THAT YOU HAVE TO EXERCISE YOUR INTELLIGENCE. 
Kim: AND POKER STARS DANIEL NEGREANU AND PHIL GORDON. 
Daniel: YOU KNOW, EVERY DAY I LEARN SOMETHING NEW.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
♪ 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry & Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Rachel: THIS WEEK, WE BEGIN WITH A DEEP SWING TO THE RIGHT. 
Kim: THERE ARE MORE THAN 17 MILLION EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS LIVING IN THE UNITED STATES, THE MAJORITY OF WHOM FOCUS IN ON MORAL VALUES. BUT A SMALL RADICAL MOVEMENT HAS STARTED THAT FOCUSES IN ON INTOLERANCE AND A THEOCRATIC VERSION OF THE UNITED STATES. AUTHOR AND JOURNALIST CHRIS HEDGES EXAMINES THIS MOVEMENT IN HIS PROVOCATIVE BOOK AMERICAN FASCISTS. 
[ Caption: Chris Hedges; American Fascists ]

Chris: THE PREMISE OF THE BOOK IS THAT THE RADICAL CHRISTIAN RIGHT IN THE UNITED STATES IS BUILDING NOT A RELIGIOUS, BUT A MASS POLITICAL MOVEMENT TO CREATE A CHRISTIAN NATION, OR AT LEAST WHAT THEY DEFINE AS A CHRISTIAN NATION, BUT WHICH I ARGUE BEARS FAR MORE TENETS TO CLASSICAL FASCIST MOVEMENTS.

(Applause) 
Kim: DURING CHRIS HEDGES' ONTARIO PROMOTIONAL TOUR, THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO BOOKSTORE ORGANIZED A DEBATE BETWEEN THE AUTHOR AND DR. CHARLES McVETY, AN INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERED ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL EVANGELISTS IN CANADA. IT WAS MODERATED BY TALK RADIO HOST JOHN OAKLEY. 
[ Caption: John Oakley; AM 640 Radio ]

John: I THINK I KIND OF GET WHERE CHRIS HEDGES IS COMING FROM IN THE AMERICAN CONTEXT. I MEAN, THERE'S REALLY A CULTURE WAR THAT'S WELL DEFINED GOING ON DOWN THERE, PROBABLY NOT AS MUCH IN CANADA. IT HASN'T REALLY COME TO FRUITION IN THE SAME SENSE IN CANADA FOR, YOU KNOW, A VARIETY OF REASONS, BUT IT'S PLAYED OUT THERE IN A BIG WAY IN THEIR MEDIA-- I MEAN, IN THEIR POLITICS, WHICH IS, YOU KNOW, THE WORLD VIEW THAT INFORMS CHRIS HEDGES. 
Chris: THAT MISUSE OF THE BIBLE TO USHER PEOPLE INTO A FANTASTIC BELIEF SYSTEM AND CUT THEM OFF FROM THE REAL WORLD IS EXACTLY WHAT DEMAGOGUES DO. 
[ Caption: Dr. Charles McVety; President, Canadian Christian College ]

Charles: THIS IS A, REALLY, CONSPIRACY THEORY BOOK. I LIKEN IT TO THE PROTOCOLS OF THE ELDERS OF ZION, WHICH TALKED ABOUT-- WHICH WAS A PROPAGANDA PIECE THAT SAID THAT THE JEWS ARE TRYING TO TAKE OVER THE WORLD, BUT NOW INSTEAD OF THE JEWS, IT'S THE CHRISTIANS. AND HE-- CHRIS HEDGES-- CALLS US FASCISTS, HE RELATES US TO THE NAZIS AND HE HAS ALL KINDS OF NONSENSE ABOUT HOW WE, AS CHRISTIANS, ARE TRYING TO TAKE OVER THE WORLD. THEREFORE THIS SOMEHOW GIVES HIM A LICENCE TO ATTACK US AND THAT'S-- WE'RE GOING TO ASK HIM TONIGHT TO SUBSTANTIATE THOSE ATTACKS, BECAUSE IF YOU DON'T, IT'S LIBELLOUS. 
Chris: UNFORTUNATELY, WHAT HAS HAPPENED IS THAT MANY OF THE PEOPLE IN THIS MOVEMENT HAVE BECOME LOCKED IN AUTHORITARIAN STRUCTURES AND A LOT OF THESE MEGA-CHURCHES ESSENTIALLY ARE BUILT AROUND CULTS OF PERSONALITY, WHERE YOU HAVE, YOU KNOW, ONE GUY SITTING ON A STOOL WHO'S IN DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH GOD. AND THIS IS A FORM OF IDOLATRY. IT'S NOT A FORM OF WORK. 
Charles: THIS IS JUST UTTER NONSENSE. I MEAN, PEOPLE CAN INTERPRET SCRIPTURE. IF YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND IT, COME TO OUR COLLEGE AND WE'LL TEACH YOU HOW TO UNDERSTAND IT.

(Audience applause) 
Chris: THESE PEOPLE ARE CHRISTIAN HERETICS. CHRIST DID NOT COME TO MAKE US RICH. CHRIST DID NOT COME TO GIVE US SECULAR POWER. CHRIST WOULD NOT HAVE BLESSED, YOU KNOW, THE DROPPING OF CRUISE MISSILES AND THE OCCUPATION OF IRAQ. 
Charles: FOR TOO LONG, SCIENTISTS IN EDUCATION SAID NO ONE COULD INQUIRE ANYTHING BEYOND EVOLUTION, THAT EVOLUTION IS A THEORY THAT IS NOW A FACT AND NO ONE CAN EVER PUT FORWARD ANY OTHER THEORY. WELL, FREEDOM OF INQUIRY SAYS, NO, WE SHOULD LOOK AT DIFFERENT THEORIES AND WE SHOULD TEST ALL THESE DIFFERENT THEORIES. 
Chris: SO MUCH OF WHAT THEY PREACH IS DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED TO THAT COMPASSION AND TOLERANCE THAT LIES AT THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL. CERTAINLY, THE COMPLETE OBSESSION BY CHRIST WITH THE POOR AND THE OUTCAST AND THE MARGINAL WAS. SO, YOU KNOW, THAT ACCULTURATION OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION WERE THE WORST OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM AND THE WORST OF AMERICAN CAPITALISM. FOR ME, IT MEANS THEY'VE SORT OF TORN THE HEART OUT OF CHRISTIANITY AND THROWN IT AWAY, BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO NEED FOR IT.

(Typewriter bell dings) 
Rachel: THE LIBRARY CAN SEEM LIKE A RELIC IN TODAY'S WORLD OF INSTANT GRATIFICATION AND INFORMATION HIGHWAYS, BUT ALBERTO MANGUEL ARGUES THAT IT IS THE LIBRARIES THEMSELVES AND THE WORLD OF WORDS THAT THEY CONTAIN THAT ARE GOING TO HELP US FIGHT AGAINST THE CHALLENGES THAT FACE SOCIETY TODAY.

(Playful electronic music) 
[ Caption: Alberto Manguel; The Library At Night ]
Alberto: I USED TO COME HERE WHEN I LIVED IN TORONTO, AND THE ATMOSPHERE WAS ABSOLUTELY WONDERFUL UNTIL THE DAY CAME WHERE I ASKED WHERE THE LITERATURE SECTION WAS AND THEY TOLD ME LITERATURE IS HISTORY. AND EVEN THOUGH THE GROUND FLOOR IS TAKEN OVER BY COMPUTERS AND HAS BECOME THIS SORT OF INTERNET CAFÉ, A LIBRARY WAS NEVER EXCLUSIVELY A PLACE FOR BOOKS. IT SHOULD BE-- WHY NOT?-- A PLACE FOR PEOPLE TO GATHER. I WOULD REGRET TO SEE THE ENTIRE LIBRARY TAKEN OVER BY COMPUTERS AND VIRTUAL COLLECTIONS, BECAUSE IT IS IN OUR NATURE AS READERS TO BELIEVE IN THE BOOK, AND THE BOOK HAS A RELATIONSHIP WITH US THAT CANNOT BE REPLACED BY SOMETHING ELSE. LIBRARIES REPRESENT WHAT WE WANT THEM TO REPRESENT. IF THEY REPRESENT A CERTAIN KIND OF DEMOCRACY, MEANING THAT ANY READER CAN READ ANY OF THESE BOOKS, THAT IS TRUE IN A SOCIETY THAT WILLS IT THAT WAY.
IN ANOTHER SOCIETY, THESE BOOKS CAN REPRESENT THE POWER OF A CERTAIN CLASS OR A CERTAIN PERSON, BUT IN ANY CASE, EVEN IN A DEMOCRATIC LIBRARY, WHAT HAPPENS IS THAT THE NUMBER OF READERS WHO ACTUALLY COME TO A LIBRARY-- IT'S VERY SMALL COMPARED TO THE REST OF THE POPULATION, BECAUSE WHETHER WE WANT IT OR NOT, READING IS AN ELITIST ACTIVITY. WE ARE AN ELITE. WE ARE AN ELITE WHICH ANYONE CAN BELONG. WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE ELECTRONIC MEDIA, WE TALK ABOUT INTERACTIVITY, BUT ON THE SCREEN, YOU CAN ONLY WORK WITH WHAT HAS BEEN PROGRAMMED FOR YOU. INTERACTIVITY IS SEVERELY LIMITED WHEN THE PROGRAM IS SOMEONE ELSE'S. IN THE OBJECT OF A BOOK, THE INTERACTIVITY IS COMPLETE. YOU CAN DO ANYTHING YOU WANT WITH A BOOK, AND THAT OBJECT ALLOWS YOU TO START IT ANYWHERE YOU WANT, TO MARK IT, TO SCRIBBLE ON THE MARGINS, TO TEAR OUT THE PAGES YOU DON'T LIKE, TO PUT IT IN YOUR POCKET AND GO SOMEWHERE WITH IT.
YOU DON'T NEED ELECTRICITY TO USE IT. IT IS ONE OF THE FEW PERFECT OBJECTS THAT WE HAVE CREATED IN OUR HISTORY. I THINK THAT WE HAVE TO HAVE CONFIDENCE IN OUR OWN INTELLIGENCE. EVERYTHING AROUND US IS NOW AN EDUCATION IN STUPIDITY. IT WORKS TO MAKE US MORE STUPID. 'CAUSE YOU HAVE TO LEARN TO BE STUPID IN THE SAME WAY THAT YOU HAVE TO EXERCISE YOUR INTELLIGENCE. AND NOW WE'RE BEING TRAINED TO BELIEVE THAT BOOKS ARE SIMPLY ENTERTAINMENT AND NOT THE CENTRAL ACTIVITY OF OUR LIFE THAT ALLOWS US TO THINK AND TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE WORLD. WE MUST HOLD ON. WE MUST REFUSE TO BE TREATED AS IDIOTS AND WE MUST CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT ALL THIS MATTERS AND THAT ALL THIS HOLDS OUR MEMORY AND THAT WE MUSTN'T LOSE IT. WE ARE NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME, IN AN AGE WHERE WE KNOW THAT UNLESS SOMETHING CHANGES, WE WILL EXIST NO MORE IN LESS THAN A CENTURY. AND BOOKS CAN GIVE US THE IMPETUS AND THE REASONS AND THE HOPES TO CONTINUE AND TO SOMEHOW SAVE THIS WORLD THAT WE SEEM SO INTENT ON DESTROYING.

(Keys clacking) 
Kim: WANT TO KNOW THE SECRETS TO WINNING AT POKER? 
Daniel: THERE'S ONE INNATE ABILITY THAT SIMPLY CAN'T BE TAUGHT.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

[ BREAK ]

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK, EVERYBODY. IT USED TO BE THAT IF YOU WERE A POKER PLAYER AND YOU WENT INTO A BOOK STORE, YOU'D BE LUCKY TO FIND MORE THAN ONE BOOK ABOUT YOUR FAVOURITE GAME ON THE BOOK SHELVES. WELL, SINCE THE EXPLOSION OF TEXAS HOLD 'EM ON TELEVISION, ALL OF THAT HAS CHANGED. THERE ARE NUMEROUS BOOKS ON HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR POKER PLAYING SKILLS. TWO OF THE MOST RECENT FEATURE TWO OF THE BIGGEST NAMES IN THE BUSINESS: PHIL GORDON AND DANIEL NEGREANU.

(Upbeat pop music) 
Mike: HI EVERYONE. WELCOME TO THE WORLD POKER TOUR. 
Suzie: I'M ALL-IN. 
Vince: GOING ALL-IN WITH IT. AH, HE LOOKS POKER PUNCHED AT THIS POINT. 
Daniel: I CALL. 
Mike: WELL, HE DOES CALL. 
Vince: HE WAS BEING DRAMATIC. OF COURSE HE'S GOING TO CALL IT. 
[ Caption: Daniel Negreanu; Hold 'Em Wisdom ]
Daniel: ONE STIGMA POKER ALWAYS HAD IN THE OLD DAYS WAS IT'S THIS GAME PLAYED BY MEN IN BACKROOMS OF POOL HALLS WITH SMOKE-FILLED ENVIRONMENTS. 
Mike: THIS HAS NEVER HAPPENED BEFORE IN THE WORLD POKER TOUR. 
Vince: THAT'S A VERY NICE LAY-DOWN. 
Mike: YES, IT IS. 
Kim: WHY HAS POKER SUDDENLY VAULTED ITSELF FROM BEING THIS OBSCURE BACKROOM, SMOKING CIGAR, MEN-ONLY SITUATION TO FRONT AND CENTRE IN OUR LIVING ROOM? 
[ Caption: Phil Gordon; Little Blue Book ]

Phil: I THINK IT'S BECAUSE IT'S THE ONLY THING THAT YOU CAN WATCH ON TV THAT YOU CAN VISUALIZE YOURSELF DOING AT THE PROFESSIONAL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP LEVEL. YOU KNOW, FOR GUYS THAT ARE SITTING ON THEIR COUCH, THEY KNOW THAT THEY CAN NEVER HIT A RANDY JOHNSON FASTBALL OR CATCH A PASS FROM TOM BRADY OR DUNK OVER TIM DUNCAN. BUT THEY KNOW THAT THEY CAN SIT AT THE TABLE AND MAKE THE SAME KIND OF WINNING DECISIONS THAT LED CHRIS MONEYMAKER TO WIN THE WORLD SERIES OF POKER CHAMPIONSHIP IN 2003. 
Mike: WOW! 
Vince: FINALLY! 
Daniel: THE FACT THAT IT'S, YOU KNOW, THE GAME FOR THE AVERAGE JOE. YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE TALL, DARK AND HANDSOME. YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE A MAN. YOU DON'T HAVE TO BE PARTICULARLY GOOD-LOOKING. I MEAN, THE GAME DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE AND IT GIVES EVERYBODY A CHANCE TO FEEL LIKE, YOU KNOW WHAT? I CAN BE A SUPERSTAR. 
Man: 10 ON THE TURN. 
Vince: AND HERE IT COMES. HERE'S THE RIVER, THE CASH CARD. 
Mike: NO, IT'S A 7. THAT DOES IT, FOLKS. DANIEL NEGREANU'S GOING TO BE OUR THIRD-PLACE FINISHER. 
Phil: THERE'S 75 HANDS IN THIS BOOK, TAKEN FROM ALL DIFFERENT TYPES OF PLAY. EACH OF THE HANDS ILLUSTRATES A DIFFERENT CONCEPT, OR SOMETHING THAT TAUGHT ME ABOUT THE GAME, SOMETHING THAT I-- A REALLY ESSENTIAL CASE THAT I GO BACK AND LOOK AT OVER AND OVER AND OVER. AND SOME OF THE CASES ARE NEGATIVE IN THAT I MADE A MISTAKE, BUT I LEARNED FROM THAT MISTAKE AND I'M NOT GOING TO DO IT AGAIN. OTHER CASES ARE POSITIVE, WHERE I DID THE RIGHT THING AND I WAS REINFORCED. 
Daniel: WHAT'S UP, MAN? HOW YOU DOING? TO BE A GREAT POKER PLAYER, THERE'S ONE INNATE ABILITY THAT SIMPLY CAN'T BE TAUGHT. AND THAT'S JUST THE ABILITY TO KNOW WHEN TO MIX IT UP, THE ABILITY TO READ YOUR OPPONENTS, THE ABILITY TO GET INTO YOUR OPPONENTS' HEADS AND START TO THINK WHAT THEY THINK. THAT'S SOMETHING THAT CAN BE PRACTICED, BUT AGAIN, IT'S SOMETHING THAT IF YOU DON'T HAVE IT, IF YOU'RE JUST NOT GOOD WITH IT-- THE MOST BRILLIANT PERSON IN THE WORLD, SUPPOSEDLY, MIGHT NOT MAKE THE BEST POKER PLAYER IN THE WORLD IF HE JUST DOESN'T HAVE THOSE PEOPLE SKILLS AND HE CAN'T, YOU KNOW, RELATE TO OTHERS. 
Phil: FOR ME, POKER IS NOT GAMBLING. POKER IS STRATEGIC INVESTING. WHAT I'M DOING AT THE TABLE CAN'T BE COMPARED TO GAMBLING. IF YOU GO TO THE LOCAL CASINO AND YOU PLAY CRAPS OR YOU PLAY ROULETTE OR YOU PLAY KENO-- GOD FORBID YOU PLAY KENO-- BUT IF YOU PLAY ANY OF THOSE GAMES, YOU'RE PLAYING AT NEGATIVE EXPECTATION AND THERE'S NOTHING THAT YOU CAN DO TO IMPROVE YOUR ODDS OF WINNING. IF YOU PLAY BLACKJACK, FOR INSTANCE, YOU'RE PLAYING AT MINUS HALF A PERCENT. IF YOU'RE PLAYING ROULETTE, YOU'RE PLAYING AT MINUS FOUR PERCENT. NOTHING YOU CAN DO WILL CHANGE THAT. AT THE POKER TABLE, THAT'S INHERENTLY NOT THE CASE. I PLAY AT A POSITIVE EXPECTATION. IT'S LIKE FLIPPING COINS WHEN YOU'RE 55% TO WIN. IF YOU CAN KEEP DOING THAT OVER THOUSANDS OF TRIALS, YOU WILL BE A WINNER. SO POKER IS NOT REALLY GAMBLING WHEN YOU PLAY IT AND PLAY IT AT A WINNING LEVEL. 
Daniel: I STILL HAVEN'T EVEN REACHED MY PEAK. I'M 31 YEARS OLD NOW. I FEEL LIKE I'VE GOT AT LEAST 20 TO 30 GOOD YEARS OF POKER PLAYING. YOU KNOW, EVERY DAY I LEARN SOMETHING NEW. EVERY DAY I SIT AT THAT TABLE, I FEEL LIKE I GET BETTER AND BETTER.

(Cheering)

(Typewriter bell dings) 
Rachel: EACH WEEK, OVER ONE MILLION VIEWERS TUNE IN TO SEE CANADA'S MOST TRUSTED CONTRACTOR, MIKE HOLMES. WELL, THE WORD ON THE STREET IS THAT HIS TV SHOW, HOLMES ON HOMES, MAY BE COMING TO AN END, BUT DON'T WORRY. HE HAS A NEW BOOK OUT. IT IS ENTITLED MAKING IT RIGHT, SO THAT YOU, TOO CAN HAVE HOLMES IN YOUR HOME IF NEED BE.

♪ 
Mike: HOW'S IT GOING?

(Applause)
[ Caption: Mike Holmes; Make It Right ]
[ Caption: Holmes On Homes; Courtesy of HGTV ]
Mike: THE BOOK IS, TO ME, AN EASIER WAY OF HELPING PEOPLE. ONE AT A TIME, THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, 13 AND 14 FAMILIES IS NOT ENOUGH. IF I CAN PUT ALL THAT INFORMATION IN ONE BOOK AND HAND IT TO YOU, THE HOMEOWNER, AND IT GIVES YOU THE HELPING HAND, LIKE, I'M RIGHT BESIDE YOU, RIGHT THROUGH THE RENOVATION-- HOW TO HIRE, WHAT TO LOOK FOR, EDUCATING ON PRODUCTS AND WHY TO USE THEM, NOT HOW. I DON'T CARE ABOUT HOW, I CARE ABOUT WHY. MIKE HOLMES. WE JUST WANT TO DO IT-- DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME. I'VE ALWAYS SAID, SLOW DOWN, TAKE YOUR TIME, YOU'RE NOT IN A HURRY. I'VE ALWAYS SAID, EDUCATE YOURSELF AND CHECK OUT YOUR CONTRACTOR. THREE RULES THAT I CARRY THROUGHOUT THE BOOK. BY READING THE BOOK, YOU WILL FIND OUT EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW, NOT JUST BY WATCHING THE SHOW, YOU KNOW, BECAUSE BY WATCHING THE SHOW, YOU CATCH LITTLE BITS. THROUGHOUT THE BOOK, YOU CATCH IT IN DETAIL AND I THINK I NEEDED TO DO IT. I WAS SOMETHING-- IF IT'S THE ONLY BOOK I EVER WRITE, IT'S THE BOOK FOR ME TO WRITE. LOOK AT THE NEST. THEY'VE GOT A NEST OF THEM.

(Crashing) 
Woman: AND IS ELLEN DEGENERES STILL WANTING TO MARRY YOU? (Laughs) 
Mike: OKAY, EVERY DAY I DO GET STUNNED WITH THE PEOPLE THAT COME OUT TO SEE ME. THANK YOU ONCE AGAIN. I WOULD LOVE TO HEAR WHAT YOU THINK OF THE BOOK. CELEBRITY-- AH! I DON'T CARE ABOUT THAT, I REALLY DON'T. IF IT WAS ABOUT THE MONEY, I'D BE MEGA-RICH. I DON'T DO IT FOR THE MONEY. I'M DOING IT 'CAUSE I'M FED UP AND I WANT TO SEE CHANGES. SO WE HAVE A BIT OF A FOUNDATION ISSUE. LOOK AT IT FALLING APART THERE, EH? LOOK AT THAT. IT'S-- NO ONE STEPS IN-- THE GOVERNMENT-- WHO THE HELL DO THEY GO TO? YOU KNOW, NOWHERE TO GO. THEY'RE GOING TO LOSE AND I HAVE TO HELP THEM.

♪
Mike: IMAGINE TWO VERY NORMAL, BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE LOSING THEIR HOME AND GOING BANKRUPT BECAUSE OF SOMEONE ELSE. THAT MAKES NO SENSE TO ME. 
Girl: HE WATCHES HIM ALL THE TIME. 
Mike: HI, WHAT'S YOUR NAME? 
Dan: I'M DAN. 
Mike: DAN? 
[ Caption: Dan McNeil ]

Dan M: I THINK HE BRINGS REALITY TV TO A NEW LEVEL. HE'S PASSIONATE ABOUT WHAT HE DOES AND WE CAN ALL TAKE A LOT OF LESSONS FROM WATCHING THE SHOW. HE'S JUST A COOL GUY. HE'S THE NEW DON CHERRY. 
[ Caption: Dan Wassenaar ]
Dan W: LET'S JUST SAY I WISH HIS BOOK CAME OUT BEFORE I BOUGHT MY HOUSE. IT'S A 1960s HOUSE. WE GOT A GREAT HOUSE INSPECTION AND I HAVE TO GUT THE BASEMENT. I'M GOING TO BE GOING UP IN THE ATTIC. I'M RIPPING-- I'LL QUOTE HIM-- "IT'S ALL COMING DOWN." SO TAKE HIS SHOW, DO A LITTLE READING, THEN HIRE SOMEONE. 
[ Caption: Jason Vienneau ]

Jason: WE ARE LOOKING AT UNDERTAKING SOME RENOVATIONS AND I DON'T WANT TO BE A VICTIM LIKE SOME OF HIS EPISODES. SO I ACTUALLY RECORD ALL HIS EPISODES AND WATCH THEM BACK TO MAKE SURE I GET ALL THE LESSONS HE TEACHES. 
Mike: FOR THE NEW FOOTINGS, WE'VE PINNED IN THE EXISTING FOOTINGS SO WE DON'T HAVE A VARIANCE DIFFERENCE WITHIN THE FLOOR LIKE THIS. I HEAR THIS A LOT-- "WHY DON'T YOU NAME NAMES? TELL ME WHO THE CONTRACTOR IS." WELL, I TELL YOU, I'M NOT AFRAID OF THE CONTRACTORS. THEY CAN TRY AND SUE ME ALL THEY WANT. THEY WON'T WIN BECAUSE THEY'RE WRONG AND I'M FIXING IT. THE REASON I DON'T NAME NAMES IS BECAUSE THEY'RE ALLOWED TO CHANGE IT THE NEXT DAY. SO THAT DOESN'T HELP YOU, DOES IT? YOU END UP WITH A BAD LIST OF BAD NAMES AND "DON'T HIRE JOE BLOW," BUT HE'S CHANGED IT TO HARRY CAREY THE NEXT DAY. I WILL STOP SHOOTING HOLMES ON HOMES, AS OF NEXT YEAR. IT WILL BE MY LAST YEAR. THAT'S WHY I'M GOING TO DO THE CROSS-CANADA TOUR. FOR ME, IT'S A WAY TO SAY GOODBYE, BUT I STILL HAVE A LOT OF THINGS THAT I'M WORKING ON THAT YOU'RE ABOUT TO FIND OUT.

(Keys clacking) 
Kim: A SNAPSHOT OF ANNIE LEIBOVITZ.

(Sultry jazz music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

[ BREAK ]

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: WHICH CAME FIRST, THE CHICKEN OR THE EGG? WELL, WE CAN ASK OURSELVES THIS QUESTION IN RELATION TO LITERATURE. WELL, NOAH RICHLER HAS ASKED THIS QUESTION HAVING TO DO WITH STORY AND PLACE. DOES PLACE CREATE STORY? DOES STORY CREATE PLACE? AND IN A COUNTRY LIKE CANADA, CAN REALLY ONE UNIVERSAL STORY BE TOLD? WELL, HE HAS LOOKED INTO THIS IN HIS NEW BOOK, THIS IS MY COUNTRY, WHAT'S YOURS?
(Percussive pop music) 
[ Caption: Michael Budman; Roots Canada ]

Michael: TO ALL OF YOU LOVELY PEOPLE OUT THERE, WE REALLY APPRECIATE YOU SHOWING UP TONIGHT TO SUPPORT NOAH RICHLER, WHO'S A GREAT FRIEND OF ROOTS. HE'S A WONDERFUL, WONDERFUL WRITER AND VERY INTELLIGENT YOUNG MAN AND IT'S GREAT THAT HE'S LAUNCHING HIS BOOK TONIGHT, THIS IS MY COUNTRY, WHAT'S YOURS? AND YOU KNOW, HE'S DONE A GREAT, GREAT, EXTRAORDINARY JOB. 
[ Caption: Noah Richler; This Is My Country, What's Yours? ]

Noah: I NEEDED TO GIVE IT SOME TITLE OTHER THAN "A LITERARY ATLAS OF CANADA," BECAUSE I KNEW THAT BEYOND THE FIRST THREE WEEKS OF ITS LIFE, IT WOULD THEN BE RELEGATED TO THE REFERENCE SECTION AND IT'S NOT THAT KIND OF BOOK AT ALL. IT DOES TRAVEL THE COUNTRY. IT DOES ENTERTAIN THE IDEA OF MAPS ALL THE TIME, BUT THEY'RE REALLY THE MAPS OF OUR IMAGINATION, OR THE MAP OF THE COUNTRY THAT STORIES GIVE US BECAUSE I REALLY DO BELIEVE QUITE PROFOUNDLY THAT STORIES ACT AS GUIDES, THAT STORIES REFLECT WHO WE ARE AND ARE THE BEST WAY TO KNOW A PLACE.

♪ 
[ Caption: Russel Smith; Globe & Mail ]

Russel: I THINK NOAH'S ARGUING NOT JUST THAT PLACE DICTATES STORIES BUT THAT STORIES DICTATE PLACE AND THEY'RE THE ONLY WAY WE COME TO KNOW OUR PLACE AND WE COME TO DEFINE OUR PLACE IS THROUGH TELLING STORIES ABOUT IT. AND THAT IN FACT WE CREATE A LANDSCAPE OUT OF NOTHING THROUGH WORDS.

♪ 
Noah: I DO THINK THAT IN CANADA WE HAVE A SPECIAL SITUATION THAT MAKES US RELY ON STORYTELLERS IN WAYS THAT OTHER NATIONS DON'T. THIS COUNTRY WAS FOUNDED ON THE MODEL OF A BUSINESS, THE HUDSON'S BAY, AND NOT A NATION, AND THE EFFECT OF THAT WAS THAT BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT WERE THE SAME THING. ALSO IN NEWFOUNDLAND, THE COMPANY STORE IS A GREAT IDEA IN OUR HISTORY. THE GOVERNMENT-- OUR EMPLOYERS, OUR BOSSES-- WEREN'T THE RIGHT PEOPLE TO SUPPLY THE SORT OF MYTHIC IDEAS. AND SO I THINK CANADIANS STILL TURN TO WRITERS AND STORYTELLERS TO EXPLAIN THIS WONDERFUL PLACE FOR THEM. 
Woman: ONE, TWO-- 
Man: OH GREAT! 
[ Caption: Brian D. Johnson; Maclean's Magazine ]

Brian: PERHAPS WHAT'S-- WHAT WORKS ABOUT CANLIT IS THIS SORT OF ATOMIZATION OF VOICES, PERHAPS THE VULCANIZATION THAT'S AT THE HEART OF THIS COUNTRY, THE FACT THAT THERE IS NO HEROIC, OVERWHELMING NATIONAL MYTH IS WHAT MAKES BOOKS WORK. I DON'T THINK THERE'S A HEROIC NARRATIVE TO CANADIAN CULTURE. I DON'T THINK IT'S THERE IN OUR LITERATURE. I DON'T THINK IT'S THERE IN OUR FILM, EVEN OUR TELEVISION. I MEAN, SPORTS, MAYBE. 
Announcer: HERE'S ANOTHER SHOT, RIGHT IN FRONT! SCORES! AND HE'S DONE IT! 
Brian: WE DO HAVE OUR HEROES, BUT WE REALLY ARE NOT A HEROIC CULTURE AND THAT IS WHAT IS IRONICALLY HEROIC ABOUT US.

♪ 
Russel: NOAH RESISTS MAKING AN OVERARCHING ARGUMENT ABOUT ONE STORY WHICH DEFINES US, AND THAT IS IN FACT QUITE PROGRESSIVE AND IT'S QUITE AN INTERESTING AND, I THINK, REALLY USEFUL VIEW OF CANADA, CANADIAN LITERATURE AND THE CANADIAN IDENTITY. THE THING THAT MAKES US CANADIAN IS MULTIPLICITY AND THAT'S WHAT HE SPENDS A LOT OF TIME TALKING ABOUT.

♪ 
Noah: I THINK THAT PLACE DICTATES STORY. I THINK THERE ARE EXPLICIT GEOGRAPHICAL REASONS WHY WE'RE FORTUNATE AND WHY WE TELL MANY OF THE STORIES THAT WE DO. ON THE OTHER HAND, HOW WE ORGANIZE THE PLACE ALSO CONTRIBUTES TO THE STORIES WE TELL. 
Russel: THERE IS SUCH A THING AS A PARTICULAR NOWHERE AND A NOWHERE WITHOUT AN IDENTITY. WHICH ARE WE? I THINK THAT'S THE QUESTION THAT THE BOOK IS TRYING TO ANSWER. 
Noah: IT REQUIRES A GREAT ACT OF THE IMAGINATION TO THINK ABOUT CANADA AND TO HAVE TO DEFINE IT AS MOST OF US DO EVERY MORNING WE WAKE UP. WHAT I THINK THE CONSEQUENCE OF THAT HAS BEEN IS THAT WE ARE ACTUALLY A VERY SOPHISTICATED BUNCH. I THINK WE'RE ACTUALLY QUITE SECURE AND THAT WHEN WE ASK OURSELVES NOW, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE CANADIAN, IT'S NOT A QUESTION OF WEAKNESS. IT'S US SAYING, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CITIZEN OF A COUNTRY-- THE RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN OF A COUNTRY-- OF ANY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD? 
Kim: ONE OF THE MOST CELEBRATED PHOTOGRAPHERS OF OUR TIME, ANNIE LEIBOVITZ NOW BRINGS US HER LATEST RETROSPECTIVE: A PHOTOGRAPHER'S LIFE. IT FEATURES A COLLECTION OF HER WORK, SHOWCASING A MORE PERSONAL SIDE TO THE WOMAN BEST KNOWN FOR HER MEMORABLE, IF NOT UNINTENTIONALLY CONTROVERSIAL CELEBRITY PORTRAITS, INCLUDING THAT FAMOUS VANITY FAIR COVER WITH A PREGNANT DEMI MOORE.

(Mid-tempo jazz music)

♪
Kim: LEIBOVITZ STARTED OUT AS A PHOTOGRAPHER FOR ROLLING STONE MAGAZINE BACK IN THE 1970s AND QUICKLY BECAME THE MAGAZINE'S CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER, WHERE SHE REMAINED FOR OVER 10 YEARS.

♪ 
[ Caption: Annie Liebovitz; A Photographer's Life 1990 - 2005 ]

Annie: ROLLING STONE HAD NO-- NO REAL DEADLINES. YOU KNOW, WE ACTUALLY COVERED A LOT OF STORIES AFTER THEY WERE COVERED AND-- WHICH MEANT THAT WHEN WE WENT OUT TO DO THEM, WE TRIED TO DO THEM AS BEST WE COULD. WE WANTED TO DO THEM BETTER THAN ANYONE COULD DO THEM AND THERE WAS REALLY NO REAL-- I REMEMBER IN THOSE DAYS THERE WAS REALLY NO TIME RESTRAINT TO IT. I MEAN, TODAY, WHEN WE DO A STORY FOR VANITY FAIR, THEY'RE THINKING, WELL, WHEN IS THAT MOVIE COMING OUT? OR WHEN IS THAT, YOU KNOW, IS THERE SOMETHING TO CONNECT IT UP? THEY WANT A STORY THAT'S TIMELY. AND I REMEMBER ROLLING STONE, WE WERE SO BAD THAT THE STORIES CAME OUT AFTER THE EVENT. 
Kim: FURTHER ON, SHE MOVED TO WORK WITH GREATER PUBLICATIONS SUCH AS VANITY FAIR AND VOGUE MAGAZINE, BECOMING WELL-KNOWN FOR HER PORTRAIT WORK AND DOCUMENTING AMERICAN CULTURE.

♪

Kim: LEIBOVITZ SAYS IN HER INTRODUCTION TO A PHOTOGRAPHER'S LIFE, "I DON'T HAVE TWO LIVES; THIS IS ONE LIFE, AND THE PERSONAL PICTURES AND THE ASSIGNMENT WORK ARE ALL PART OF IT." ENCOMPASSING THAT VIEW, THE BOOK INCLUDES PORTRAITS OF FAMOUS ACTORS, MUSICIANS, POLITICAL FIGURES AND OTHER CELEBRITIES, WHILE ALSO TAKING US BEHIND THE SCENES OF HER PRIVATE FAMILY LIFE, WHERE LEIBOVITZ CHRONICLES SOME VERY PERSONAL AND EMOTIONAL CANDID SHOTS OF HER CHILDREN AND PARENTS, AS WELL AS LONG-TIME RUMOURED PARTNER, WRITER AND ESSAYIST SUSAN SONTAG.

♪ 
Annie: I THINK THERE'S A REALITY IN ALL MY SETUP PHOTOGRAPHS. I HAVE TO BELIEVE THAT.

♪ 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: TIME TO GO OFF AND FIND OUR PLACE. TILL NEXT WEEK, I'M K.C.C. 
Rachel: AND I'M RACHEL HARRY. CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE-- booktelevision.com. AS ALWAYS, WE LOVE YOUR FEEDBACK.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪

[ CREDITS ]

(Closed captions created by Bravo!) 
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