The Word This Week

6-16


Kim: HELLO THERE, I'M KIM CLARK CHAMPNISS.
Rachel: AND I AM RACHEL HARRY. WELCOME TO THE WORD THIS WEEK.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪
Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK: A SPECIAL FEATURE ON THE FANTASTIC LIFE AND IDEAS OF VISIONARY WRITER PHILIP K. DICK.
Philip: SOMEBODY SAID TO ME, "DO YOU READ THAT KIND OF STUFF?" AND I SAID, "MADAM, I NOT ONLY READ IT, I WRITE IT."
♪
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Rachel Harry & Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Rachel: IT HAS BEEN 25 YEARS SINCE THE DEATH OF ONE OF AMERICA'S MOST POPULAR CULT WRITERS, ONE PHILIP K. DICK.
Kim: IT'S ALSO THE 25th ANNIVERSARY OF THE RELEASE OF THE MOVIE BLADE RUNNER, WHICH WAS BASED ON DICK'S DO ANDROIDS DREAM OF ELECTRIC SHEEP? NOW, P.K.D., AS HE IS KNOWN TO HIS FANS, IS BEING CANONIZED. THE PRESTIGIOUS LIBRARY OF AMERICA WILL BE RELEASING FOUR OF DICK'S NOVELS THIS SUMMER. NOT BAD FOR A MAN WHO STARTED OFF IN A GENRE THAT WAS CONSIDERED THROWAWAY FICTION.
[ Caption: Philip K. Dick ]

Philip: I STARTED OUT AS A PULP WRITER DOING STORIES FOR PULP MAGAZINES AND I NEVER IMAGINED MYSELF TO HAVE ANY IMPORTANCE.

(Upbeat techno rock music)

♪
[ Caption: Jonathan Letham - Author/PKD Expert ]

Jonathan: PHILIP K. DICK WAS PROBABLY THE MOST IMPORTANT SCIENCE FICTION WRITER OF THE 20th CENTURY.
[ Caption: Chris Miller - Author, Animal House ]

Chris: SCIENCE FICTION IS AND WAS A GREAT LITERATURE OF IDEAS RATHER THAN OF GREAT CHARACTERS. AND PHILIP K. DICK EMITTED MORE IDEAS PER CUBIC PAGE THAN ANY OTHER WRITER YOU COULD IMAGINE.
[ Caption: Minister Faust - Author & Finalist in Philip K. Dick Awards ]

Minister: HE WAS LESS CONCERNED WITH THE INTRICACIES OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY THAN HE WAS WITH METAPHYSICAL IMPLICATIONS OF REALITY AND THE HUMAN BRAIN AND ESPECIALLY THE IMPACT OF DRUGS, MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE AND SO FORTH ON INDIVIDUAL HUMANS AND HUMAN SOCIETY.
[ Caption: Mark Askwith - Producer, Space TV ]

Mark: WHEN OTHER PEOPLE WERE WRITING ABOUT PEOPLE IN THE UPPER ECHELONS OF SOCIETY, PHILIP K. DICK WAS TALKING ABOUT THE COMMON MAN. HE TALKS ABOUT WORKERS, HE TALKS ABOUT BLUE COLLAR PEOPLE, HE TALKS ABOUT POLICEMEN. HIS FOCUS IS ON THE EVERYMAN.
Jonathan: HE SAW THINGS IN THE '50s AND '60s AND EARLY '70s THAT WERE UNMISTAKABLY INTUITIONS ABOUT THE NATURE OF AMERICAN REALITY THAT HAVE BECOME INCREDIBLY ACCURATE FORECASTS OF THE WORLD WE LIVE IN TODAY.
[ Caption: Next - Courtesy of Paramount Pictures ]

Liz: YOU CAN SEE THINGS BEFORE THEY HAPPEN?
Cris: ONLY MY FUTURE... ...EXCEPT WITH YOU. I SAW FAR BEYOND ANYTHING I'D EVER SEEN BEFORE. YOU NEED TO GET AWAY FROM HERE.
Minister: HE'S CONCERNED WITH PARANOIA, HE'S CONCERNED WITH ECOLOGICAL DEVASTATION AND HE'S CONCERNED WITH MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE. AND THESE THREE THINGS, WE FIND THEM IN HIS MOST FAMOUS NOVEL, DO ANDROIDS DREAM OF ELECTRIC SHEEP?, WHICH WAS ADAPTED INTO BLADE RUNNER. THAT WAS THE FIRST CINEMATIC ATTEMPT AT HIS WORK.

[ Caption: Blade Runner - Courtesy of Warner Brothers ]

(Traffic din)
Man: A NEW LIFE AWAITS YOU IN THE OFF-WORLD COLONY. THE CHANCE TO BEGIN AGAIN IN A GOLDEN LAND OF OPPORTUNITY AND ADVENTURE.
Jonathan: HE'S THE BEATNIK SCIENCE FICTION WRITER. HIS REAL NATURAL ALLIANCE, I THINK TEMPERAMENTALLY, WAS WITH THE ANTI-AUTHORITARIANS OF THE '50s AND '60s. AND HE IS A BAY AREA WRITER AND I THINK IN SOME WAYS THERE'S A VERY INTERESTING RESONANCE WITH THE KIND OF STANCE TOWARDS AMERICAN CULTURE THAT YOU FIND IN KEROUAC AND GINSBERG AND WILLIAM S. BURROUGHS. THE IMMENSE DISTRUST OF AUTHORITY, THE INSTINCT THAT THERE IS A TRUTH TO BE FOUND IN BOHEMIAN CULTURE STREET LIFE.
Chris: I THINK HIS WRITING IS JUST WHAT IT NEEDS TO BE. HE SHOULDN'T CRAFT SENTENCES LIKE JOHN UPDIKE, YOU KNOW? HE'S WRITING IN A POPULAR FORM AND THE WAY HE COMES OFF TO ME, THE WAY HE DID THEN AND EVEN NOW WHEN I LOOK BACK, IS A KIND OF A HIP IN THE SENSE OF WHAT WAS THOUGHT OF AS HIP IN THE '50s AND THE FIRST HALF OF THE '60s, UH, VOICE. THE WORDS, THE WAY HE TURNS A SENTENCE, THE THINGS HE SAYS, IT HAS A KIND OF A HIP, SMART QUALITY TO IT.

♪
Minister: HE WAS ON DRUGS SO THAT HE COULD STAY UP LONG ENOUGH TO KEEP WRITING. IF THEY MADE A DRUG, HE TRIED IT. (Laughs) SO NOT ALL OF HIS PROSE IS WONDERFUL AND HE'S NOT WHAT YOU WOULD CALL A PROSE STYLIST, BUT HE WAS VERY INTERESTED BUT HE WAS VERY LITERARY. I MEAN, HE WAS INTERESTED IN FRENCH EXPERIMENTAL NOVELS. HE WAS VERY MUCH INTERESTED IN PSYCHOLOGY AND HE DIDN'T JUST READ POPULAR VERSIONS. I MEAN, HE READ ACADEMIC PSYCHOLOGY, READ ABOUT MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE, PARTICULARLY GNOSTICISM AND KABBALAH.
Jonathan: DICK DIDN'T JUST WRITE FROM THE MARGINS, HE LIVED ON THE MARGINS. HE SURROUNDED HIMSELF WITH RUNAWAYS AND DRUG ADDICTS AT CERTAIN POINTS IN HIS LIFE. HE NEVER, UNTIL THE VERY END OF HIS LIFE, COULD, YOU KNOW, MAKE ENDS MEET. HE KIND OF-- HE REALLY LIVED AS AN OUTSIDER AS WELL AND, YOU KNOW, TO THE GREAT DETRIMENT, SOMETIMES, OF THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM. IT WAS A TOUGH LIFE FOR HIM AND HIS FAMILIES, BECAUSE HE HAD SEVERAL.
Philip: I REMEMBER ONE TIME, MY FEAR OF THE POLICE WAS SO GREAT THAT WHENEVER I SAW A PARKED POLICE CAR AND I WAS DRIVING ALONG, I WOULD ASK MY WIFE TO STOP OUR CAR AND I WOULD SURRENDER TO THE POLICE ON THE SPOT TO WHATEVER CRIME THEY WANTED TO ACCUSE ME OF. THIS ATTITUDE OF MINE SHOWS UP IN MY RECENT NOVEL, A SCANNER DARKLY, WHERE A NARCOTICS AGENT WINDS UP REPORTING ON HIMSELF, TURNING OVER INFORMATION ON HIMSELF TO THE HIGHER-UPS.
[ Caption: A Scanner Darkly - Courtesy of Warner Brothers ]

Donna: JUST DRIVE OVER TO MY PLACE, KICK BACK, GET SOME TEQUILA.

♪
[ Caption: Winona Ryder - Actor, A Scanner Darkly ]

Winona: IT'S ONE OF THE MOST... ...COMPLEX AND LAYERED AND UNUSUAL, CHALLENGING PIECES OF LITERATURE THAT I'VE EVER READ.
Man: DAMAGE HAS TAKEN PLACE TO THE NORMALLY DOMINANT LEFT HEMISPHERE AND THE RIGHT HEMISPHERE IS ATTEMPTING TO COMPENSATE.
Bob: TWO HEMISPHERES OF MY BRAIN ARE COMPETING?

(Whooshing)

♪
Philip: ANYBODY LIKE ME, WHO GREW UP AND WAS PART OF THE BERKLEY COUNTERCULTURE, BECAME A MARKED MAN DURING THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL HOW MUCH OF OUR FEARS WERE JUSTIFIED.
[ Caption: Michael Bishop - Author, Philip K. Dick is Dead, Alas ]

Michael: PHILIP K. DICK HIMSELF FOUND THE NIXONIAN PERIOD TREMENDOUSLY TRYING, PERSONALLY. HE BELIEVED THAT HE WAS BEING PURSUED, SO TO SPEAK, BY THE FBI, THAT HE WAS BEING OBSERVED. I DON'T KNOW HOW AUTHENTIC THESE WORRIES OR CONCERNS OF HIS WERE, BUT TO HIM, THEY WERE EXTREMELY REAL AND THEY BECAME A SOURCE, I THINK, OF INSPIRATION FOR HIM IN AN ODD SORT OF WAY IN THE NOVELS THAT HE WROTE.
Minister: HE WAS WORRIED ABOUT OPPRESSIVE GOVERNMENTS. HE WAS WORRIED ABOUT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. WE WAS WORRIED ABOUT-- SOMEBODY TRIED TO BLOW UP HIS HOUSE-- I THINK ACTUALLY SUCCEEDED. AND SO HE HAD GOOD REASON TO BE AFRAID AND TO BELIEVE HE HAD ENEMIES.
Philip: IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL HOW MUCH OF OUR FEARS WERE JUSTIFIED. I MEAN, THERE WERE ILLEGAL ENTRIES. MY HOUSE WAS BROKEN INTO, MY FILES WERE BLOWN OPEN, MY PAPERS WERE STOLEN. WE NEVER FOUND OUT WHO DID IT. MY ATTORNEY SAID IT WAS THE GOVERNMENT. THERE WAS NO DOUBT THAT IT WAS THE GOVERNMENT. BUT WHAT THEY WERE LOOKING FOR, I DON'T KNOW. WHAT THEY THOUGHT I WAS DOING, I DON'T KNOW. I DON'T EVEN KNOW IF IT WAS THE GOVERNMENT, BUT THERE WERE MANY SUCH ILLEGAL ENTRIES.
Jonathan: THEY'RE TRUE STORIES AND YET YOU CAN ALSO SENSE HIS RELISH OF THE STANCE OF THE PERSECUTED PARANOIAC.
Philip: WHEN I CAME HOME AND FOUND MY HOUSE CONSISTING OF NOTHING BUT RUBBLE, RUINS, CHAOS, BROKEN WINDOWS, SMASHED DOORKNOBS, BLOWN-OPEN FILES, I SAID, "THANK GOD I'M NOT CRAZY.

(Laughs) I HAVE REAL ENEMIES." IT'S A TREMENDOUS RELIEF TO DISCOVER THAT SOMEBODY REALLY IS AFTER ME.

(Typewriter bell dings)
Kim: PHILIP K. DICK ON THE BIG SCREEN, NEXT.
Minister: HOLLYWOOD LOVES PHILIP K. DICK FOR REALLY STUPID REASONS.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪

[ BREAK ]

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK, EVERYBODY. HOLLYWOOD IS BASED A NUMBER OF MOVIES ON PHILIP K. DICK'S WRITINGS, TO MIXED RESULTS. THEY EVEN BUILT AN ANDROID, A P.K.D. LOOK-ALIKE, AND IN TRUE DICKIAN STYLE, AN AIRLINE LOST IT IN TRANSIT, BUT NOT BEFORE WE HAD A CHANCE TO INTERVIEW THE P.K.D. ROBOT.

(Upbeat techno rock music)

♪
Phil Robot: I AM PHIL, A MALE PHILIP K. DICK ANDROID ELECTRONIC BRAIN ROBOTIC PORTRAIT OF PHILIP K. DICK COMPUTER MACHINE.
[ Caption: Jonathan Letham - Author/PKD Expert ]

Jonathan: THE ROMANCE BETWEEN DICK AND HOLLYWOOD STARTS WITH BLADE RUNNER, WHICH IS A TRULY GREAT FILM AND ONE THAT DOES REFLECT, I THINK, A DEEP ENGAGEMENT WITH THE NOVEL THAT IS ITS SOURCE. SINCE THEN-- (Explosion) FOR THE MOST PART, HOLLYWOOD HAS HAD A KIND OF LOVE/HATE AFFAIR WITH DICK, BECAUSE THEY HAVEN'T TACKLED ANY OF HIS MAJOR WORKS.
[ Caption: Minister Faust - Author & Finalist in Philip K. Dick Awards ]

Minister: HOLLYWOOD LOVES PHILIP K. DICK FOR REALLY STUPID REASONS. THEY THINK THEY GET IT AND THEY'RE ENAMOURED WITH HOW WONDERFUL HIS IDEAS ARE. BUT PRIMARILY, THEY HAVE TAKEN HIS WORK AND THEY HAVE REDUCED IT TO A BUNCH OF ACTION STORIES. NOW, IN FAIRNESS, SOME OF THE PEOPLE WHO'VE GONE AFTER HIS WORK HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN PRETTY GOOD FILMMAKERS, BUT WHEN IT CAME TO PHILIP K. DICK, THEY DIDN'T HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THE SOURCE MATERIAL. THEY WERE ATTRACTED TO IT BUT THEY WERE AFRAID OF IT.

[ Caption: Total Recall - Courtesy of Tristar Pictures ]

(Dramatic action music)

♪

(Gunfire)

(Screaming)
[ Caption: Mark Askwith - Producer, Space TV ]

Mark: ONE OF THE THINGS THAT HOLLYWOOD SEEMS TO DO IS TURN PHILIP K. DICK BOOKS INTO WHAT I THINK ARE CHASE MOVIES, YOU KNOW, WHETHER IT'S ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, YOU KNOW, RUSHING TO MARS, THESE REALLY GREAT IDEAS SOMEHOW GO WRONG.
[ Caption: A Scanner Darkly ]

Man: NOW YOU WILL NOTICE THAT YOU CAN BARELY SEE THIS MAN, BECAUSE HE IS WEARING WHAT IS CALLED A SCRAMBLE SUIT-- THE EXACT SAME SUIT HE WEARS AND IN FACT MUST WEAR DURING CERTAIN PARTS-- IN FACT MOST PARTS-- OF HIS DAILY ACTIVITIES OF LAW ENFORCEMENT. THIS MAN-- WHOM WE WILL CALL FRED, BECAUSE THAT IS THE CODE NAME UNDER WHICH HE REPORTS THE INFORMATION HE GATHERS-- ONCE WITHIN THE SCRAMBLE SUIT CANNOT BE DETECTED BY EVEN THE LATEST IN VOICE AND FACIAL RECOGNITION TECHNOLOGY. THE SCRAMBLE SUIT ITSELF IS PURPORTEDLY MADE UP OF APPROXIMATELY A MILLION-AND-A-HALF FRACTION REPRESENTATIONS OF MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN EVERY VARIANT, MAKING THE WEARER OF A SCRAMBLE SUIT THE ULTIMATE EVERYMAN.
[ Caption: Richard Linklater - Director, A Scanner Darkly ]

Richard: I FELT LIKE I HAD PHILIP K. DICK, HIS FAMILY, AND THEN HOWEVER MANY, I DON'T KNOW HOW MANY MILLIONS OF FANS OUT THERE WHO KIND OF FEEL A SPECIAL RELATION NOT ONLY TO HIM, BUT MAYBE THIS PARTICULAR WORK. YOU FEEL LIKE YOU HAVE THIS WEIGHT ON YOU THAT IS-- I FELT GREAT ABOUT IT, 'CAUSE I THOUGHT, YOU KNOW, IT'S A LITTLE DAUNTING, BUT I ALSO FELT LIKE I WAS UP FOR THAT CHALLENGE AND I DIDN'T THINK THEY WOULD BE DISAPPOINTED AT THE END OF THE DAY.
[ Caption: A Scanner Darkly - Courtesy of Warner Brothers ]

James: ANYONE ENTERING THE HOUSE WHILE WE ARE GOING TODAY WILL RECEIVE A LITTLE SURPRISE, LITTLE SOMETHING I PERFECTED EARLIER THIS MORNING.
[ Caption: Nick Darrington - Lead Animator, A Scanner Darkly ]

Nick: PHILIP K. DICK IS A REALLY INTERESTING WRITER. HE WAS ON THE VERGE OF BEING CRAZY, BUT ON THAT EDGE, HE WAS ABLE TO CREATE SOME GREAT, GREAT STUFF AND BRING, ACTUALLY, A HINT OF INTELLIGENCE TO WHAT IS USUALLY CONSIDERED A "SCHLOCKY" MEDIUM OF SCIENCE FICTION.
[ Caption: A Scanner Darkly - Courtesy of Warner Brothers ]

Bob: HEY DONNA, DO YOU LIKE CATS?
Donna: MM, DRIPPY LITTLE THINGS.
[ Caption: Tommy Palotta - Producer, A Scanner Darkly ]

Tommy: THE GREAT THING ABOUT PHILIP K. DICK'S BODY OF WORK-- ALL OF IT, NOT JUST A SCANNER DARKLY-- IS THAT IT DEALS WITH THESE BASIC EXISTENTIAL QUESTIONS. IT'S SCI-FI IN THAT SENSE, THAT IT ASKS THESE QUESTIONS-- WHAT IS IT TO BE HUMAN? WHAT IS THE NATURE OF REALITY?-- AND IT DOESN'T GET OBSESSED WITH THINGS THAT SEEM DATED.
Donna: LITTLE SPRING FLOWERS WITH BLUE IN THEM THAT COME UP FIRST.
Tommy: IT DOESN'T MAKE PREDICTIONS ON THE FUTURE ABOUT, YOU KNOW, WE'RE ALL IN HOVERCRAFTS OR WE LIVE ON THE, YOU KNOW, PLANET TITAN OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT. IT HAS AN EVERGREEN QUALITY TO IT. I THINK PHILIP K. DICK NOVELS WILL ALWAYS BE SEEN AS RELEVANT SCIENCE FICTION IN, YOU KNOW, FOR MANY YEARS TO COME.
[ Caption: The Matrix - Courtesy of Warner Brothers ]

Neo: GET ME THE HELL OUT OF HERE!

(Frantic score)

(Gasping)
Morpheus: WELCOME TO THE REAL WORLD.
Mark: INTERESTINGLY, FILMS THAT ARE NOT PHILIP K. DICK FILMS BUT WERE CLEARLY INFLUENCED BY HIM, LIKE THE MATRIX-- I MEAN, THE MATRIX TAKES THAT CENTRAL THEME OF, YOU KNOW, REALITY IS AN ILLUSION, AND THEN PLAYS WITH IT. THE MATRIX, TO ME, IS A PHILIP K. DICK FILM, BUT IT'S NOT BASED ON ANY OF HIS WORK, REALLY. IT'S JUST BASED ON HIS THEMES. AND I THINK THAT FIRST MATRIX MOVIE IS A REALLY, REALLY GOOD PHILIP K. DICK FILM.

(Whooshing)
[ Caption: Next - Courtesy of Paramount Pictures ]

Callie: TELL ME WHAT JUST HAPPENED.
Kim: THERE'S AN INTERNAL UNIVERSE GOING ON IN DICK. YOU KNOW, RATHER THAN THE WORLD WITHOUT, IT'S VERY MUCH THE WORLD WITHIN.
[ Caption: Chris Miller - Author, Animal House ]

Chris: THAT'S ONE OF HIS BIG THEMES. YOU ASKED ABOUT HIS THEMES. THE KOINOS COSMOS, WHICH IS THE SHARED ONE VERSES THE IDIOS COSMOS, WHICH IS THE ONE THAT YOU YOURSELF LIVE IN ALONE. AND YOU KNOW, TO WHAT EXTENT DO WE HAVE A SHARE? IS THERE A KOINOS COSMOS? I SOMETIMES WONDER IF THERE'S ANY AT ALL, YOU KNOW, OR IF WHAT THERE IS IS KIND OF ON A PRETTY LOW LEVEL.
John: TELL ME EXACTLY WHAT IT IS YOU'RE LOOKING FOR--
Man: FLAWS.
Chris: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE TRULY HUMAN? WAS HIS, PROBABLY, NUMBER ONE THEME. YOU SEE THAT IN THE MOVIE BLADE RUNNER, WHERE THE ANDROIDS SEEM TO BE MORE HUMAN IN A LOT OF WAYS THAN THE-- AND MORE ADMIRABLE THAN A LOT OF THE HUMANS THAT ARE POPULATING THAT MOVIE.

[ Caption: Blade Runner - Courtesy of Warner Brothers ]

(Dramatic score)
Batty: QUITE AN EXPERIENCE TO LIVE IN FEAR, ISN'T IT? THAT'S WHAT IT IS TO BE A SLAVE.
Minister: I THINK IT'S VERY SAD THAT THE BOOK-- THAT THE FILM BLADE RUNNER TOTALLY INVERTS THE WHOLE PROPOSITION. SO BLADE RUNNER SAYS, YOU KNOW, THE ARYAN SUPERMEN, THEY ARE BETTER THAN US. IN FACT, RUTGER HAUER IS MADE INTO A CHRIST-LIKE FIGURE AT THE END, WITH PIERCED HANDS, AND RELEASING A DOVE AT THE MOMENT OF DEATH. SO HE'S BETTER THAN WE ARE. THE BOOK SAID, NO, THEY ARE MONSTERS, THEY ARE PSYCHOPATHS. AND PHILIP K. DICK WASN'T JUST TALKING ABOUT, YOU KNOW, SOME SERIAL KILLER. HE WAS TALKING ABOUT PEOPLE WHO WERE SOLDIERS. HE WAS TALKING ABOUT BANKERS. HE WAS TALKING ABOUT POTENTIALLY, YOU KNOW, PRIESTS. ANYBODY WITHOUT COMPASSION WHO CAN EXPLOIT AND HARM AND EVEN KILL. AND THAT MESSAGE IS SO MUCH MORE IMPORTANT THAN ANYTHING THAT WAS IN BLADE RUNNER, THAT I WOULD SAY THAT BLADE RUNNER REALLY IS A TERRIBLE BETRAYAL OF WHAT PHILIP K. DICK WAS TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH AND PHILIP K. DICK WAS VERY UPSET ABOUT THAT FILM.
Mark: IF YOU ASK MOST PEOPLE, THE ONE THAT WE ALL LIKE, THE PHILIP K. DICK AFICIONADOS LOVE BLADE RUNNER. REALLY, THAT'S BEAUTIFUL, THE MISE EN SCÈNE, THE INCREDIBLE JOB THAT RIDLEY SCOTT AND THE DESIGNERS DID REALLY SET UP THIS FANTASTIC WORLD.
[ Caption: William Gibson - Author, Neuromancer ]

William: IT'S A FASCINATING FILM. IT'S PROBABLY THE ONLY SCIENCE FICTION FILM THAT'S EVER ACTUALLY CHANGED THE WAY THE WORLD LOOKS. YOU KNOW, THERE ARE DOZENS OF OFFICE BUILDINGS IN LOS ANGELES THAT LOOK THE WAY THEY DO-- AND SOME OF THEM LOOK VERY PECULIAR-- BECAUSE THE ARCHITECTS WHO DESIGNED THEM LOVED BLADE RUNNER. IT CHANGED ARCHITECTURE, IT CHANGED FASHION, IT SEEPED INTO A BILLION ROCK VIDEOS. IT'S THIS KIND OF SEMINAL POP ARTEFACT.

[ Caption: Beauty Lies in the Eye - Sonic Youth ]

♪ BRINGS YOU BACK TO ME ♪

♪ IT'S BEEN SO LONG ♪
Jonathan: SONIC YOUTH HAS REFLECTED HIS INFLUENCE VERY DIRECTLY IN A COUPLE OF PLACES. AND RADIOHEAD, OF COURSE, IS VERY, VERY MUCH INFLUENCED BY DICK.

[ Caption: Paranoid Android - Radiohead ]

♪ ALL THE UNBORN CHICKEN VOICES IN MY HEAD ♪
Jonathan: IT MAKES PERFECT SENSE, BECAUSE HE HAD THIS SORT OF VITALITY AND CURIOSITY ABOUT POPULAR CULTURE THAT REFLECTED ITSELF IN HIS WORK. THE ENGAGEMENT WITH YOUTH CULTURE, THE ENGAGEMENT WITH DRUGS, THE... BRILLIANT FREE-ASSOCIATING APPROPRIATION OF COMMERCIAL CULTURE, THE SATIRICAL WIT OF THE WORK AND THE DARKNESS ALL LEND THEMSELVES SO NATURALLY TO A CERTAIN KIND OF, YOU KNOW, ROCK AND ROLL.
Kim: A READING GUIDE TO PHILIP K. DICK; STAY TUNED.
Chris: A MAD, INSANE ACID TRIP OF A BOOK.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪

[ BREAK ]

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK TO OUR THIRD AND FINAL INSTALMENT ABOUT SCIENCE FICTION WRITER PHILIP K. DICK.

(Upbeat techno rock music)

♪
[ Caption: Philip K. Dick ]

Philip: I REMEMBER WHEN I PURCHASED MY FIRST PUBLISHED STORY, SOMEBODY SAID TO ME, "DO YOU READ THAT KIND OF STUFF?" AND I SAID, "MADAM, I NOT ONLY READ IT, I WRITE IT."
[ Caption: Mark Askwith - Producer, Space TV ]

Mark: I THINK IF YOU JUST READ ONE BOOK, YOU DON'T GET THIS RIGHT AWAY, BUT WHEN YOU READ A NUMBER OF PHILIP K. DICKS IN A ROW, YOU HAVE A SENSE THAT THERE'S A HAUNTING, THAT THERE'S SOMETHING ELSE GOING ON, THAT THERE IS ANOTHER ELEMENT IN THE STORIES. AND A LOT OF PEOPLE HAVE SAID, OKAY, IT'S THE DEAD TWIN MOTIF, IF YOU WILL, WHICH COMES FROM SOMETHING THAT HAPPENED TO DICK WHEN HE WAS VERY, VERY YOUNG.
Jonathan: I THINK HE WAS ALWAYS HAUNTED BY THE FACT THAT HE LOST THIS SISTER BEFORE HE COULD EVER KNOW HER. SHE DIED WITHIN A COUPLE OF MONTHS OF THEIR TWIN BIRTH, AND IN A FAMILY LIFE THAT WAS QUITE DIFFICULT AND IN SOME WAYS QUITE COLD, I THINK THE VANISHING OF THIS TWIN SISTER STOOD FOR THE MISSING WARMTH OR THE MISSING FEMININE PRESENCE, YOU KNOW, THAT HE MAY HAVE FELT DEPRIVED OF.
Mark: IT'S AS IF THE REALITY THAT PHILIP K. DICK LIVES IN HAS SOMEHOW GOT A GREAT DARKNESS IN IT, AND IN THAT GREAT DARKNESS COMES OUT A GREAT DEAL OF PARANOIA. BUT IT ALL SEEMS TO STEM FROM THAT INCIDENT.
[ Caption: Jonathan Letham - Author/PKD Expert ]

Jonathan: DICK CAN BE A VERY FRUSTRATING WRITER TO READ AND IT'LL PUT PEOPLE OFF. YOU KNOW, THAT SAID, THERE ARE A HANDFUL OF BOOKS THAT ARE MORE CAPABLY WRITTEN AND SO CAN BE SOMETIMES USED AS THE PERSUADERS. OH WELL, TRY THIS ONE, YOU KNOW.
Kim: CAN YOU GIVE ME SOME EXAMPLES?
Jonathan: I'D SAY MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE IS THE BEST ENTRY POINT FOR PEOPLE.
[ Caption: Chris Miller - Author, Animal House ]

Chris: I WAS IN A HOSPITAL, AND LYING THERE, PUMPED FULL OF ANTIBIOTICS TO CURE AN INFECTION I HAD. AND ALSO OXYCONTIN, WOO! SO LYING THERE, THE ONLY THING THAT MADE SENSE TO READ WAS PHILIP K. DICK. SO I MADE SURE THAT A BUNCH OF MY PHILIP K. DICK BOOKS WERE BROUGHT TO ME AND I READ A BUNCH OF THEM AGAIN. AND WHAT I REALIZED WAS THE BEST ONE-- THE BEST ONE IS THE THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH, A MAD, INSANE ACID TRIP OF A BOOK. IT'S BEYOND DESCRIPTION. ONE MUST READ IT. (Laughs)
Mark: I PROBABLY READ ABOUT 20 PHILIP K. DICK NOVELS AND I DON'T KNOW HOW MANY SHORT STORIES. I MEAN, HE WAS SO PROLIFIC AS A SHORT STORY WRITER. HE WAS A PULP WRITER, SO HIS WORK COMES OUT OF THAT TRADITION. SO HE WAS JUST BASHING IT OUT. AND THERE'S A REAL-- YOU'RE JUST CARRIED ALONG WHEN YOU READ THOSE STORIES AND A LOT OF THE SHORT STORIES ARE REALLY, REALLY GREAT. BUT FOR ME, THE TWO NOVELS THAT STAND UP THERE ARE THE THREE STIGMATA OF PALMER ELDRITCH AND MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE.
[ Caption: Minister Faust - Author & Finalist in Philip K. Dick Awards ]

Minister: MY FAVOURITE PHILIP K. DICK NOVEL IS VALIS, WHICH WAS ONE OF HIS LAST BOOKS. AND EVEN THOUGH MAN IN THE HIGH CASTLE IS ACCLAIMED FOR GOOD REASON, BY PHILIP K. DICK, THIS IS A BOOK-- VALIS-- THAT IS SO MIND-BENDING THAT YOU END UP A DIFFERENT PERSON ON THE OTHER SIDE OF IT.
Chris: HE MAY HAVE SEEN IT AS A RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE AND INDEED IT MAY HAVE BEEN. IF HE EXPERIENCED IT THAT WAY, THEN IT WAS, BUT IT LOOKS SUSPICIOUSLY LIKE MENTAL ILLNESS.
Minister: PHILIP K. DICK-- REALLY WRITING ABOUT HIMSELF. HE'S A CHARACTER IN THE BOOK WHO'S SUFFERING FROM DISJOINTED PERSONALITY IN WHICH HE DOESN'T REALIZE THAT HE'S TALKING ABOUT HIMSELF. AND THIS CHARACTER IS TRYING TO FIGURE OUT THE MEANING OF EXISTENCE AND HE BELIEVES THAT GOD IS AN ORBITING SATELLITE THAT SAVED HIS LIFE FROM CERTAIN-- HIS SON, FROM DISEASE AND DEATH. AND PHILIP K. DICK MAY HAVE ACTUALLY BELIEVED THIS WAS TRUE.
Chris: HE STARTED SEEING INCANDESCENT PINK LIGHTS ONE NIGHT AND-- OH, IT'S TERRIBLY COMPLEX-- AND ONE THING HE SEEMED TO LEARN AT THIS TIME WAS THAT WE ARE STILL LIVING IN ANCIENT ROME AND IT JUST LOOKS LIKE THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD BUT IN FACT THERE'S STILL A ROMAN EMPEROR BEHIND ALL OF THIS AND... HE BECAME OBSESSED WITH TRYING TO FIGURE OUT THIS EVENT THAT HAPPENED TO HIM AND HE JUST DUG INTO IT AND DUG INTO AND DUG INTO IT, TRYING TO MAKE IT MAKE SOME SENSE TO HIM AND IT-- YOU KNOW, IT LOOKED LIKE OBSESSION TO ME.
Jonathan: HE IS THE WRITER WHO MOST APPROXIMATES THE EXPERIENCE OF TAKING A HALLUCINATORY DRUG. AND THE REASON THAT HE'S COMPARED TO FILM AND TO ROCK AND ROLL SO FREQUENTLY IS THAT, LIKE THOSE OTHER MEDIUMS, HIS WORK HAS AN IMMERSIVE QUALITY. WHEN YOU READ ONE OF HIS BOOKS, YOU'RE DRAWN INTO AN OVERWHELMING SENSORY EXPERIENCE OF HALLUCINATION.
Mark: IF YOU LOOK AT HIM IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT, HE SEEMS TO BE THE GUY WHO MAKES THE BRIDGE FROM AMERICAN PULP WRITING TO A CERTAIN KIND OF MAINSTREAM. WHAT'S INTERESTING IS THE MAINSTREAM REJECTED HIM IN THE '70s-- YOU KNOW, '60s, '70s AND '80s. PEOPLE HADN'T REALLY FIGURED OUT WHAT DICK WAS DOING. BUT BECAUSE HIS THEMES WERE, THE GOVERNMENT IS CORRUPT, YOU SHOULD BE PARANOID, THE WORLD IS NOT WHAT YOU BELIEVE, SUDDENLY THESE THEMES ARE VERY, VERY PRESENT TO US NOW. AND YOU SEE THE INFLUENCE OF THO-- OF HIS IDEAS EVERYWHERE.
Philip: PEOPLE WOULD SAY TO ME, WELL, "WHY DON'T YOU WRITE SOMETHING SERIOUS? WHY DO YOU WRITE SCIENCE FICTION? WRITE SOMETHING SERIOUS." BY THAT, THEY MEANT IMPORTANT. NEVERTHELESS, I DID AS WELL AS I COULD. I WROTE THE MOST PROFOUND, THE MOST IMAGINATIVE NOVEL I COULD AND JUST FLOATED IT OUT INTO THE WORLD AND HOPED THAT EVENTUALLY IT WOULD RECEIVE AN AUDIENCE.

(Typewriter bell dings)
Rachel: TRULY AN AMAZING, CRAZY AND PROLIFIC LIFE. THANK YOU FOR WATCHING, EVERYBODY. I'M RACHEL HARRY.
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: GO TO OUR WEBSITE, booktelevision.com. WE'LL SEE YOU NEXT WEEK. I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS.

[ CREDITS ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪

♪

♪

(Closed captions created by Bravo!) 
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