The Word This Week

6-17


Kim: HELLO THERE, I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. 
Rachel: AND I AM RACHEL HARRY. WELCOME TO THE WORD THIS WEEK.
(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪ 
Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK: INSIDE THE WORLD OF A STREET GANG. 
Man: FULLY LOADED. 
Michael: IF YOU LIVED IN INNER-CITY COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY, YOU WOULD'VE KNOWN THAT THERE WERE STREET GANGS, BUT THE BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF THIS ISSUE WAS ABSENT UNTIL ABOUT 2005. 
Kim: CONCERTINA: THE TRUE STORY OF A DOMINATRIX. 
Susan: ALL OF THOSE CONCEPTS AND THOSE FEELINGS, I THINK, ARE-- WE CAN FIND THEM OUTSIDE IN THE WORLD AND IT'S JUST SORT OF AN EXTENDED METAPHOR OR AN EXAGGERATION OF WHAT HAPPENS IN A DUNGEON. 
Kim: AND HOW TO GET RICH BY 30. 
Lesley: I STARTED TAKING AN INTEREST IN MONEY WHEN I WAS 10 YEARS OLD.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
♪ 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: MOST CANADIANS WOULD CHOOSE TO BELIEVE THAT GANG VIOLENCE IS AN ISSUE THAT EXISTS LARGELY SOUTH OF THE BORDER BUT THE REALITY IS THAT CANADA HAS ITS OWN GHETTOS, ITS OWN POVERTY AND ITS OWN RELATIONSHIP WITH GANG CRIME. SO WE'VE GOT TWO NEW BOOKS: ENTER THE BABYLON SYSTEM AND YOUNG THUGS, BOTH TAKING AN IN-DEPTH LOOK INTO THIS GROWING SUBCULTURE AND AN ISSUE THAT MOST CANADIANS MIGHT CHOOSE TO BELIEVE DOES NOT EXIST. 
[ Caption: Excerpt from The Real Toronto; Director, The Madd Russian ]

Man: (Bleeping)

(Talking over each other)
Man: THAT'S THE (Bleep) THAT'LL RIP YOUR BRIM OUT (Bleep). 
[ Caption: Michael C. Chettleburgh; Young Thugs ]
Michael: STREET GANGS HAVE EXISTED FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS. THE FIRST RECORDED LITERATURE ON STREET GANGS REACHES BACK TO THE 1200s. THE TORONTO POLICE ARCHIVES SPEAKS OF STREET GANG ISSUES IN THE 1850s, WHERE YOU HAD SECTARIAN VIOLENCE IN THE IRISH COMMUNITY. WHEREVER YOU HAVE MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES, LARGELY IMMIGRANTS WHO ARE TRYING TO FIND THEIR WAY IN A NEW COUNTRY, YOU'RE GOING TO CREATE THE SOCIAL CONDITIONS FOR STREET GANGS.

(Smooth hip hop music)
Michael: IT'S PART OF US IN MODERN-DAY SOCIETIES TRYING TO FIND THEIR WAY, AND THERE WILL ALWAYS BE GROUPS OF PEOPLE THAT, FOR WHATEVER REASON, DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO THE SAME OPPORTUNITY THAT OTHER PEOPLE DO AND WHERE YOU CREATE THOSE CONDITIONS YOU WILL FIND SOME YOUTH DECIDING, FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE, THE STREET GANG REPRESENTS FOR ME AN OPTION. 
[ Caption: Excerpt from The Real Toronto; Director, The Madd Russian ]

Man: I BEEN ON THIS BLOCK, BORN AND RAISED HERE, BEEN LIVING HERE FROM DAY ONE, YOU KNOW? SEEN IT ALL ON THIS HOOD-- ON THIS STRIP RIGHT HERE. EVERYTHING ON THIS BLOCK RIGHT HERE, I SEEN. YOU KNOW, I SEEN HOW THE GAME WILL MESS YOU UP, COMING UP IN YOUR LIFE, YOU KNOW? (Bleep) MESS YOU UP, 'CAUSE YOU JUST BE A LITTLE (Bleep) OUT HERE, TRYING TO DO-- GO TO SCHOOL OR WHATEVER. YOU KNOW AND COPS COMING HERE, HARASSING YOU, YOU KNOW, MESS UP YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD FROM YOUR YOUNG, SO THAT YOU CONSIDERED A CRIMINAL FROM DAY ONE. 
[ Caption: Rodrigo Bascunan & Christian Pearce; Enter The Babylon System ]

Christian: GUN VIOLENCE IS A REALLY IMPORTANT ISSUE AND A LOT OF THE NEWS COVERAGE THAT I WAS READING IN THE CITY WAS SO BIASED. IT WAS LADEN WITH STEREOTYPES THAT I REALLY FELT LIKE ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE ON THIS ISSUE WAS NEEDED. IT WAS REALLY MISSING. BUT WE CAN FIGURE OUT JUST BY BASIC RATIONAL THOUGHT THAT THE PROBLEM HAS GOT TO BE WAY BIGGER THAN THAT. IT'S LIKE, YOU KNOW, WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE END-USERS-- THE GUYS IN THE STREETS THAT ARE SHOOTING-- HOW DID THEY GET THE GUNS? WHERE WERE THEY MADE? WHERE DO THEY COME FROM? THESE WERE THE QUESTIONS THAT THE MEDIA WASN'T ANSWERING, SO IT WAS LIKE THIS IS OUR OPPORTUNITY TO FILL IN SOME OF THESE GAPS IN WHAT IS A CRITICAL DEBATE. 
Rachel: A LOT OF PEOPLE WOULD ASSUME THAT GANG VIOLENCE, GANG CRIME, THE ISSUE OF GANGS REALLY IS NOT A CANADIAN ISSUE, THAT IT'S AN AMERICAN ISSUE. 
Michael: YEAH. 
Rachel: YOU OBVIOUSLY DISAGREE. 
Michael: SURE. 
Rachel: WHY DO YOU THINK THAT IT IS THAT PEOPLE REFUSE TO SEE THAT WE POTENTIALLY HAVE AN EPIDEMIC ON OUR HANDS? 
Michael: 2005 WAS A VERY VIOLENT YEAR IN THE CITY OF TORONTO. WE HAD 72 HOMICIDES. PROBABLY 50, 52 OR SO OF THOSE WERE GANG-RELATED. AND I THINK 2005 WAS FOR THE FIRST TIME WHERE WE HAD A BROAD SOCIAL AWARENESS AMONGST THE CANADIANS ACROSS THE COUNTRY THAT WE NOW HAVE A GANG ISSUE LIKE NEVER BEFORE. 
[ Caption: Excerpt from The Real Toronto; Director, The Madd Russian ]

Man 2: YO, SO REALLY (Bleep) LOOK AT THIS. 
Man 3: YEAH. 
Man 2: FULLY LOADED. 
Michael: IF YOU LIVED IN INNER-CITY COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY, YOU WOULD'VE KNOWN THAT THERE WERE STREET GANGS. BUT THE BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF THIS ISSUE WAS ABSENT UNTIL ABOUT 2005 AND IN PARTICULAR THE SHOOTING OF JANE CREBA. 
Rachel: RIGHT. 
Michael: AND THE MOMENT THAT A PRETTY, YOUNG, 15-YEAR-OLD BLONDE GIRL FROM TORONTO GOT SHOT, SOMEBODY WHO WAS NOT GANG-AFFILIATED, IT GOT PEOPLE THINKING THAT WE HAVE A STREET GANG ISSUE. 
[ Caption: Excerpt from The Real Toronto; Director, The Madd Russian ]

Man 4: THIS IS WHAT IT IS, MAN, THIS IS THE PLAYGROUND OF THE PALACE RIGHT NOW. YOU GOT REAL YOUNG BUCKS RUNNING AROUND. YOU'RE NOT REALLY FINANCIALLY STABLE, SO IT'S ALWAYS ON THE GRIND AND YOU'RE ALWAYS TRYING TO MAKE SOMETHING OF YOURSELF, YOU KNOW? SO BASICALLY IT WAS THE NORMAL TYPE OF (Bleep) GO TO (Bleep), THEY'RE GRINDING, (Bleep) HUSTLING, (Bleep) STRUGGLING, (Bleep) THEY'RE BRAWLING, FIGHTING, WHATEVER, YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN? IT'S JUST-- WE'RE JUST-- EVERYBODY'S HUNGRY, MAN, SO THAT'S WHAT IT WAS LIKE, MAN. WE WERE HUNGRY GROWING UP, YOU KNOW? EVERYBODY BE GRINDING AND DOING THEIR THING. 
Michael: FOR THEM, A STREET GANG REPRESENTS A FAMILY. IT REPRESENTS ACCEPTANCE. IT PROVIDES YOUNG MALES AN ACCEPTABLE RITE OF PASSAGE TO GO FROM ADOLESCENCE TO BEING A MAN BY EARNING RESPECT WITHIN THE GANG, BY GETTING INVOLVED IN CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES WHICH WOULD NORMALLY BE THOUGHT OF AS ADULT ACTIVITIES. IT PROVIDES A YOUNG PERSON A SENSE OF EXCITEMENT, ACCESS TO WOMEN, ACCESS TO DRUGS. AND AGAIN, FOR MANY YOUTH WHO DO NOT HAVE ECONOMIC OPTIONS, IT PROVIDES ACCESS TO A PERCEIVED LUCRATIVE UNDERGROUND ECONOMY. SO WHEN YOU PUT THESE FACTORS TOGETHER AND YOU HAVE AN INNER-CITY YOUTH OF WHATEVER COLOUR, IT CAN BE AN INTOXICATING MIX. 
Christian: PEOPLE KIND OF HAVE, LIKE, A SUBCONSCIOUS LONGING TO LIVE A LIFE ALONG THE KNIFE'S EDGE, RIGHT, AND, YOU KNOW, THEY DON'T REALLY WANT TO HAVE ALL THE RISKS OR DEAL WITH ANY OF THE REAL CONSEQUENCES OF VIOLENCE, BUT THERE'S SOMETHING KIND OF MISSING. THEY'RE INTRIGUED. IT'S LIKE THE OTHER SIDE. IT'S LIKE, WHAT'S GOING ON? YOU KNOW, THAT'S WHY WE WANT TO SEE THE TWIN TOWERS FALL 300 TIMES, RIGHT? AS LONG AS IT'S NOT TOUCHING US, IT'S KIND OF COOL TO LOOK AT AND IT'S TOTALLY SCREWED UP. 
Rachel: WHY DO YOU FEEL THAT WE JUST DON'T GET IT? WHAT IS IT THAT WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND ABOUT GANG CRIME? 
Michael: WHAT I WAS REALLY SETTING-- TRYING TO SET OUT TO DO IN THE BOOK IS TO TRY TO GET PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND THE CONDITIONS THAT HAVE CREATED A STREET GANG SITUATION IN OUR COUNTRY, FROM THINGS AS DIVERSE AS SOCIOECONOMIC CAUSES, A CHANGING NATURE OF OUR ECONOMY-- 
♪
Michael: YEARS AGO, WHEN IMMIGRANTS CAME TO THIS COUNTRY, THEY TENDED TO WORK IN THE MANUFACTURING SECTOR, BUT THAT SECTOR HAS STEADILY ERODED OVER THE LAST 20, 30 YEARS AND IT'S BEEN REPLACED BY A LOW-PAYING SERVICE ECONOMY THAT PRODUCES A LOT OF DE-SKILLED JOBS. YOU KNOW, THAT'S ONE FACTOR FOR WHY NEW CANADIANS WHO ARE STRUGGLING DO NOT HAVE THE ECONOMIC MEANS THAT THEIR PREVIOUS GENERATION OF IMMIGRANTS DID. WE HAVE A SITUATION IN CANADA BACK IN 1986 WHERE OUR COUNTRY WENT FROM APPROXIMATELY 100,000 NEW CANADIANS A YEAR TO OVER 250,000, WITH NO CORRESPONDING INVESTMENT IN THE SERVICES TO MAKE THEIR TRANSITION SUCCESSFUL. A LACK OF INVESTMENT IN ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE. WE STILL, TO THIS DAY, DO NOT HAVE A VIABLE WAY OF TAKING SOMEBODY'S DEGREE EARNED ELSEWHERE AND ACCORDING IT THE RESPECT IT DESERVES IN CANADA. THAT'S WHY WE HAVE PHDs DRIVING CABS AND WORKING IN McDONALD'S. THE DISCOURSE HAS NOT TAKEN US DOWN THAT ROAD. IT'S OFTEN BEEN ABOUT THE AMERICANS HAVE EXPORTED THE PROBLEM, IT'S MORAL POVERTY OF YOUTH, IT'S SOCIAL AFFLUENZA WITHOUT LOOKING AT THE REAL CAUSES. SO IF WE CAN GET A HANDLE ON THESE OTHER CAUSES, IT GIVES US A BETTER ABILITY TO DEAL WITH HOW TO DEAL WITH THE SITUATION.

(Tires screeching)
Michael: STREET GANGS ARE PART OF THE HUMAN CONDITION AND CANADIAN STREET GANGS ARE THE PRODUCT OF CANADIAN DECISIONS. AND IF WE ARE TO GET A HANDLE ON THIS ISSUE, WE HAVE TO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY, OWN THE PROBLEM AND TAKE ACTION AGAINST IT AND NOT LOOK TO EXTERNAL CAUSES FOR WHY WE ARE DEALING WITH STREET GANGS ACROSS THE COUNTRY RIGHT NOW. 
Man 4: ALL OF US, NO MATTER WHAT TURF YOU'RE FROM, IT'S BASICALLY THE SAME (Bleep). WE'RE ALL GOING THROUGH THE SAME (Bleep), YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN? SO I FEEL YOUR PAIN, YOU SHOULD BE FEELING MINE, YOU KNOW?

(Typewriter bell dings) 
Kim: CRACK THE WHIP, THE DOMINATRIX IS NEXT. 
Susan: YES, SO THERE WAS THAT PRIEST TODAY AND I GAVE HIM A SLAP IN THE FACE.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

[ BREAK ]

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss ]
Kim: WELCOME BACK, EVERYBODY. SUSAN WINEMAKER GREW UP IN TORONTO. SHE MAJORED IN PHILOSOPHY AND STUDIED THE CULINARY ARTS IN MONTREAL. HER TRAVELS TOOK HER TO LONDON, ENGLAND, WHERE, DESPERATE FOR A JOB, SHE BECAME A DOMINATRIX. (Imitates whip) SEE KIDS, THAT'S WHAT'LL HAPPEN TO YOU IF YOU STUDY PHILOSOPHY. ANYWAY, SHE SERVICED AN ARRAY OF CLIENTS, FROM PRIESTS TO TV PERSONALITIES. SHE TURNED THE WHOLE THING INTO A BOOK, HER FIRST, CONCERTINA, AND IN IT SHE DOCUMENTS NOT ONLY THE EXPERIENCES BUT HER UNDERSTANDING OF ROLE-PLAYING AND SEXUAL ENERGY.

(Dissonant electronic music)

♪ 
Man: THE CONTENT IS SAUCY. THE CONTENT IS INTERESTING. BUT WHY WE WERE ATTRACTED TO SUSAN'S BOOK IS BECAUSE IT'S ABOUT IDEAS.

(Applause) 
[ Caption: Susan Winemaker; Concertina ]

Susan: SEXUAL ENERGY-- WHAT IS IT? IT TAKES TWO TO TANGO, IS WHAT I'VE LEARNT. THAT IT'S ABOUT EMPATHY, IT'S ABOUT TWO PEOPLE SORT OF FEELING EACH OTHER'S VIBES, GOING WITH IT, PUSHING EACH OTHER, TANGOING WITH EACH OTHER. IT IS ALL ABOUT SEXUAL ENERGY.

♪
Susan: I BECAME MORE CONFIDENT, I THINK. I LEARNED TO BE A LOT MORE EMPATHETIC, A LOT MORE INTUITIVE, ABLE TO SORT OF READ SOMEONE A LOT EASIER, TO BE ABLE TO SUSS THEM OUT, TO BE ABLE TO FEEL WHAT IT IS THEY WANT, WHAT TURNS THEM ON, WHAT DOESN'T, WHEN IS NO, WHEN IS YES, WHAT'S TOO MUCH. UNDERSTOOD MEN A LOT BETTER, I THINK. HAVE A LOT MORE COMPASSION FOR MEN, I THINK, BECAUSE THEY'RE PUTTING THEMSELVES IN A VERY VULNERABLE POSITION. THEY TRUST ME. I THINK THAT WE'RE ALL SOMEWHERE ON THAT CONTINUUM AND THAT WE ALL HAVE IT IN US TO SORT OF PUSH OUR BOUNDARIES A BIT AND GO A LITTLE BIT FURTHER. WE ALL UNDERSTAND SOMETHING ABOUT WORSHIP, SOMETHING ABOUT PAIN, SOMETHING ABOUT PLEASURE, SOMETHING ABOUT HUMILIATION, EMBARRASSMENT OR CONFINEMENT, ALL THESE THINGS, ROLE PLAY, FANTASY, WE ALL HAVE THAT. YOU KNOW, IT'S A QUESTION OF DEGREES, AGAIN.

♪
Susan: THEY'RE ALL VERY SIMILAR. I THINK LOVE IS, IN SOME CASES, MASOCHISTIC. ALL OF THOSE CONCEPTS AND THOSE FEELINGS, I THINK, ARE-- WE CAN FIND THEM OUTSIDE IN THE WORLD AND IT'S JUST SORT OF AN EXTENDED METAPHOR OR AN EXAGGERATION OF WHAT HAPPENS IN THE DUNGEON. YOU JOG UP A HILL AND YOU'RE PANTING AND-- WHY AM I DOING THIS? I'M PUSHING MYSELF. I MEAN, WHY IS THAT-- IN A SENSE, THAT'S NOT MUCH DIFFERENT THAN SOMEONE BEING IN A DUNGEON AND WANTING TO SORT OF PUSH THEIR THRESHOLD A LITTLE BIT TOO. IT REALLY IS, AGAIN, ABOUT THEIR FANTASY OR TAKING IT A LITTLE BIT FURTHER OR EXPLORING THAT. IT'S NOT ABOUT MY SEXUALITY. BUT IT IS, AGAIN, A SEXUAL ENVIRONMENT. THERE ARE SEXUAL-- THERE'S A SEXUAL ENERGY THERE AND SO THAT IS, YOU KNOW, SO I AM A PART OF THAT AND I'M RESPONDING TO THAT AS WELL, SO IN THAT SENSE I'M GETTING SOME KIND OF, I SUPPOSE, SEXUAL GRATIFICATION IN SOME WAYS, BECAUSE I'M IN THAT SEXUAL ENVIRONMENT AND THE MORE, SORT OF, EXCITED THEY ARE, THE MORE I'M FEEDING OFF OF THOSE VIBES.

♪
Susan: I HAVE SHIED AWAY FROM DEFINITIONS ALL ALONG. AM I A DOMINATRIX OR AM I SUSAN SORT OF DOING DOMINATION AS A CHEF WOULD OR SOMEONE WHO'S STUDIED PHILOSOPHY WOULD OR WHATEVER? AND THEN THE SAME IS TRUE OF WRITING, I GUESS. THE WHOLE IRONY OF THAT PROFESSION, I SUPPOSE, I GUESS, OR-- THAT SOMETHING REALLY BEAUTIFUL IS HAPPENING, SOMETHING KIND OF SUBLIME IS HAPPENING AND AT THE SAME TIME, SOMETHING THAT IS NOT NECESSARILY BEAUTIFUL OR SUBLIME. YOU KNOW, IT'S THE IRONY OF THAT. YOU CAN BE SITTING THERE AND TALKING, YOU KNOW, WHILE DRINKING A COCA-COLA AND EATING SOME (Unclear) OR WHATEVER AND TALK ABOUT THE DAY. YES, SO THERE WAS THAT PRIEST TODAY AND I GAVE HIM A SLAP IN THE FACE. HOW CAN JUST THAT, AGAIN, THAT CONTRAST OF SOMEONE SORT OF NORMAL-SEEMING IN A NORMAL SITUATION TALKING ABOUT SOMETHING THAT IS MAYBE LESS NORMAL, A BIT MORE ABSURD AND BIZARRE.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

(Upbeat hip hop music)

♪ 
Lars: WHAT'S THE CHARACTER YOU'RE HERE AS TODAY? 
Man: HARRY BOSCH. 
Man 2: UNCLE SAM, SAYING I WANT YOU. 
Woman: TIFFANY CASE FROM DIAMONDS ARE FOREVER. 
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars: NOW IN ITS SECOND YEAR, THE BOOK LOVER'S BALL IS ONCE AGAIN INVITING FANS OF LITERATURE FROM ACROSS CANADA TO COME OUT FOR AN EVENING OF FUN AND CELEBRATION. AND JUST LIKE LAST YEAR, GUESTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO DRESS UP AS THEIR FAVOURITE CHARACTERS.

♪ 
Woman 2: I'M THE STATUE OF LIBERTY. 
Man 3: WELL, YOU'RE SPEAKING TO Q. I'M THE QUARTER WHO'S IN CHARGE OF THE (Unclear) STORE FOR MI5 AND THIS IS MY BOSS, M. 
Woman 3: IN CHARGE OF JAMES BOND. 
Lars: GREAT OUTFITS, WHAT A GREAT IDEA. WHY THOSE SPECIFIC CHARACTERS? 
Man 3: WELL, BECAUSE WE'RE SITTING AT A TABLE, THE THEME OF WHICH IS JAMES BOND. (Laughs) 
Woman 4: WILDERNESS TIPS. 
Woman 5: WILDERNESS TIPS, CAT'S EYE-- 
Woman 6: AND THE BLIND ASSASSIN. 
Lars: VERY, VERY CLEVER. 
Man 4: I'M DENYS FINCH-HATTON FROM OUT OF AFRICA, KAREN BLIXEN'S FILM. 
Lars: AND WHY THAT PARTICULAR CHARACTER? 
Man 4: WELL, IT'S A FABULOUS BOOK AND IT'S A FABULOUS MOVIE. 
Lars: YOU SORT OF SET OUT ON AN ODYSSEY TO SUPPORT LITERACY AND NOW IT'S JUST GROWING BIGGER AND BIGGER. 
[ Caption: Kim McArthur; Event Choir ]

Kim M: IT'S GREAT. I MEAN, LAST YEAR WAS THE FIRST TIME WE DID THIS AND WE DIDN'T KNOW, A: IF ANYBODY WOULD COME OUT TO SUPPORT THE TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY-- THE BIGGEST AND BEST LIBRARY IN THE WORLD-- OR IF THEY WOULD HAVE THE NERVE TO DRESS IN COSTUME. AND IT IS HILARIOUS, LOOKING AROUND TONIGHT. 
Lars: WELL, THE BOOK LOVER'S BALL IS NOT JUST ABOUT HAVING FUN. PROCEEDS FROM THE TICKET SALES TO THE DINNER PORTION OF THIS EVENING AS WELL AS THE SILENT AUCTION WILL GO TO BENEFITING TORONTO'S PUBLIC LIBRARY. 
Man 4: I THINK IT RAISES A HUGE AMOUNT OF MONEY. I HOPE IT DOES. CERTAINLY THE AUCTIONS LOOK PRETTY BUSY SO FAR. 
Lars: WHY IS THAT IMPORTANT? AREN'T LIBRARIES KIND OF BORING? 
Man 4: THEY'RE NOT BORING AT ALL. OF COURSE THEY'RE NOT BORING. YOU'RE TALKING TO A PUBLISHER. LIBRARIES ARE THE LIFEBLOOD OF MY LIFE. I HAVE TO SUPPORT LIBRARIES AS MUCH AS I CAN. I DON'T LOOK LIKE THIS EVERY DAY. 
Lars: WHAT? 
Man 4: NO, I DON'T. (Laughs) 
Woman 7: WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU WERE IN A LIBRARY? 
Lars: ISN'T THAT WHERE YOU GO TO GET THE NEW VIDEO GAMES FOR FREE? 
Woman 7: NOT AT ALL. THE WRITTEN WORD IS WHERE IT'S AT. OH, FOR HEAVEN'S SAKES, GET YOURSELF A BOOK, YOUNG MAN!

(Laughter) 
Man 3: READING, I THINK, IS THE SALVATION OF MANKIND. IF PEOPLE STOP READING, WE'RE GOING TO LOSE IT ALL. IT'S THAT IMPORTANT. 
Lars: FINAL PAGE FOR BOOK LOVER'S BALL 2007 WAS FINALLY TURNED WITH A FASHION SHOW THAT SAW CLOTHING INSPIRED BY BOOKS AND BOOK CHARACTERS.

(Indian-inspired folk music)

♪

(Regal classical music)

♪

(Fast-paced classical music)

♪

(Keys clacking) 
Kim: COUNT YOUR PENNIES. GET RICH BY 30. 
Lesley: HOW ABOUT A BMW? THOSE ARE NICE. (Laughs)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

[ BREAK ]

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: WELCOME BACK. BY THE TIME SHE WAS 10, LESLEY SCORGIE WAS ALREADY INTERESTED IN FINANCIAL PLANNING AND INVESTING HER MONEY. BY THE TIME SHE WAS 17, THE OPRAH WINFREY SHOW HAD COME CALLING, ASKING HER TO COME ON TO TEACH PEOPLE HOW TO BE MILLIONAIRES BY THE TIME THEY'D REACH THEIR EARLY 20s. WELL, SHE HAS A NEW BOOK, RICH BY THIRTY. IT'S GOING TO TEACH US ALL HOW TO BE, HOPEFULLY, RICH BY 30.

(Funky rock music)

♪ 
[ Caption: Lesley Scorgie; Rich By Thirty ]

Lesley: THESE GUYS HAVE SO MUCH ENERGY, IT'S UNBELIEVABLE. THEY ARE SO BRIGHT AND THEY-- THEY'RE JUST-- THEY'RE FIRECRACKERS. THEY'RE ABSOLUTE FIRECRACKERS. THEY HAVE GREAT IDEAS. THAT'S WHY I REALLY GET EXCITED ABOUT THESE GUYS. THEY'RE AWESOME. (Laughs) I'M HERE TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT HOW MONEY ALLOWS YOU FREEDOM. WHEN YOU HAVE MONEY, YOU CAN MAKE CHOICES TO CHASE AFTER SOME OF THE DREAMS THAT YOU GUYS HOPEFULLY ASPIRE TO HAVE. SO I STARTED TAKING AN INTEREST IN MONEY WHEN I WAS 10 YEARS OLD. A LITTLE ODD, BUT YOU KNOW HOW SOME KIDS LIKE SOCCER, SOME LIKE DANCING, SOME LIKE DRAMA? I LIKED MONEY. 
THIS BOOK IS ME TALKING TO YOU GUYS ABOUT THE STUFF THAT YOU ABSOLUTELY HAVE TO KNOW IN ORDER-- NOT NECESSARILY TO BE MILLIONAIRES-- BUT TO BE REALLY SMART WITH YOUR MONEY AND TO NOT HAVE THE SAME FINANCIAL STRUGGLES THAT PEOPLE THAT DON'T HAVE THESE SKILLS WILL ENCOUNTER. RICH BY THIRTY IS NOT SUPPOSED TO LIMIT ANYONE OR ANYTHING. RICH BY THIRTY IS A VEHICLE FOR PROVIDING ANYBODY WITH THE BASIC MONEY SKILLS THAT THEY WILL NEED TO DEVELOP A HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP WITH MONEY. SO, YOU KNOW, THE FUNDAMENTALS OF MONEY MANAGEMENT-- THEY NEVER, EVER CHANGE. THEY NEVER HAVE. THEY NEVER WILL. THEY JUST GET REPACKAGED. SO WHAT RICH BY THIRTY HAS ACCOMPLISHED IS A PEER-TO-PEER VOICE SAYING, "HEY GUYS, I'M 23. I'VE DONE EVERYTHING IN THAT BOOK. I HAVE A HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP WITH MONEY. AND BECAUSE OF THAT, I AM NOW ABLE TO CHASE MY DREAMS." 
[ Caption: Lesley's Mother ]

Mom: LESLEY MADE A POINT IN HER PRESENTATION THIS AFTERNOON ABOUT-- IT'S NOT HOW MUCH YOU MAKE, IT'S WHAT YOU DO WITH WHAT YOU MAKE. IF THERE WAS ONE THING THAT WE STRESSED AS PARENTS TO OUR KIDS, IT WAS THAT PRINCIPLE, BECAUSE WE KNEW WE DIDN'T HAVE A LOT TO GIVE TO THEM, SO WHATEVER THEY DID GET, THEY HAD TO HANDLE IT WISELY. 
Lesley: I ALWAYS GET ASKED, "WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO MAKE MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF DOLLARS?" WELL, LET'S GRAVITATE AWAY FROM "WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO MAKE MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF DOLLARS?" BECAUSE WEALTH IS NO LONGER ABOUT MONEY, PER SE. WEALTH IS ABOUT HAVING A HEALTHY RELATIONSHIP WITH MONEY. 
[ Caption: Nemanja Ziwkovic; Student ]

Nemanja: THEY OFFERED GOOD TIPS, ESPECIALLY INVOLVING INVESTMENT, BECAUSE I FEEL THAT'S PROBABLY GOING TO BE THE "X" FACTOR FOR OUR GENERATION AND OTHER GENERATIONS TO COME. 
[ Caption: Amalan Vijuyaratnam; Student ]

Amalan: IT WAS REALLY INTERESTING, 'CAUSE IT TAUGHT ME A LOT OF STUFF. LIKE, I DIDN'T REALLY THINK ABOUT IT BEFORE, THAT $35 A MONTH COULD ACTUALLY TURN INTO A MILLION DOLLARS WHEN I'M 65. 
[ Caption: Orville McLaughlin; Student ]

Orville: I FIND SCHOOL IS JUST BASICALLY BOOKS, MEMORIZING AND NUMBERS, WHEREAS IT DOESN'T REALLY TEACH YOU THE SKILLS YOU NEED TO GO OUT IN THE WORLD ON YOUR OWN AND SURVIVE. 
[ Caption: Elvis Ngo; Student ]

Elvis: I THINK IT WAS VERY BENEFICIAL FOR EVERYBODY, NOT ONLY FOR PEOPLE THAT ARE, LIKE, JUST TAKING BUSINESS COURSES OR GOING INTO BUSINESS. SAVING MONEY AND MAKING MONEY-- THAT'S SOMETHING THAT YOU NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN LIFE. 
Lesley: HOW ABOUT A BMW? THOSE ARE NICE. (Laughs) OKAY. FINANCIAL LITERACY HASN'T QUITE RECEIVED THE FOCUS THAT IT NEEDS TO HAVE ACROSS CANADA. SO IT'S OUR RESPONSIBILITY AS THE NEXT GENERATION TO TEACH THOSE THAT ARE YOUNGER THAN US-- OUR KIDS, OUR NEPHEWS, OUR NIECES, WHOMEVER IT IS-- ABOUT MONEY. IT'S REALLY IMPORTANT TO TEACH CHILDREN THE VALUE OF A DOLLAR. IF THEY DON'T KNOW HOW MUCH THINGS COST YOU, THEN THEY MIGHT NOT HAVE A REALLY GOOD CONCEPT GOING INTO THE FUTURE. MONEY DOES NOT BUY HAPPINESS. IT NEVER HAS AND IT NEVER WILL. BUT BEING SMART WITH YOUR MONEY BUYS YOU FREEDOM AND THAT IS MORE VALUABLE AND MORE IMPORTANT THAN ANYTHING ELSE THAT YOU CAN BUY, LOOK AT, ACQUIRE THROUGHOUT YOUR ENTIRE LIFETIME.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

(Funky jazz music)

♪ 
Kim: NALO HOPKINSON IS A FRESH NEW VOICE IN SCI-FI, MAKING HER MARK WITH HER CARIBBEAN-INFUSED SPECULATIVE FICTION. HER WRITING INCLUDES MAGIC REALISM, FANTASY, SCIENCE- FICTION AND HORROR. SHE IS THE AUTHOR OF FOUR HIGHLY PRAISED BOOKS AND HAS A NEW NOVEL OUT CALLED THE NEW MOON'S ARMS. 
[ Caption: Nalo Hopkinson; The New Moon's Arms ]

Nalo: I WAS BORN IN JAMAICA TO A JAMAICAN MOTHER, GUYANESE FATHER. WE MOVED AMONGST JAMAICA, TRINIDAD AND GUYANA FOR A LOT OF MY FIRST 16 YEARS AND THEN WE CAME HERE. AND SO THE METAPHORS I DRAW ON, THE LANGUAGE, IT'S ALWAYS A LITTLE BIT OF ONE AND A LITTLE BIT OF THE OTHER.

♪ 
Kim: NALO HOPKINSON'S THE NEW MOON'S ARMS IS A MAGIC REALISM NOVEL SET IN THE CARIBBEAN ON THE FICTIONAL ISLAND OF DOLORES. HOPKINSON TAKES A MYTHICAL APPROACH IN THIS STORY OF THE DISCOVERY OF A 4-YEAR-OLD BOY WASHED UP ON THE BEACH WHO APPEARS TO BE A CREATURE OF THE SEA. 
Nalo: WHEN I WAS CONCEIVING THE BOOK, I WAS WORKING WITH THE IDEA OF MAMMALIAN DIVING REFLEX. IT IS THE PHENOMENON THAT HAPPENS MOST DRAMATICALLY TO SEMI-AQUATIC MAMMALS, WHERE IF YOU SUBMERGE THEIR FACES IN WATER, A LOT OF VERY SPECTACULAR METABOLIC CHANGES START THAT ARE ABOUT ADAPTING THE BODY TO BE DIVING UNDERWATER AND NOT HAVING AIR FOR A LONG TIME. AND THERE ARE THEORIES THAT WE WENT THROUGH A SEMI-AQUATIC PHASE. IT WOULD EXPLAIN HAIRLESSNESS AND SOME WAYS, THE FACT THAT WE WALK ON OUR HIND LEGS. AND SO I WAS DRAWING ON THAT TO CREATE THOSE CREATURES AND ALSO LOOKING AT THE TRUTHS OF THE SLAVE TRADE, WHERE SO MANY PEOPLE ON THE SHIPS WERE THROWN OR JUMPED OVER THE SIDE. IT'S AWFUL, WHAT THEY WENT THROUGH. THREE MONTHS OF NAUSEA SO BAD THAT SOME PEOPLE DIED OF NAUSEA. SO I WAS THINKING OF ALL THESE BODIES THAT HAVE GONE OVER THE SIDE, OF ALL THESE BONES. OUT OF THE MYTH YOU FIND IN SOME MERMAID STORIES THAT MERMAIDS RESCUE PEOPLE WHO FALL OVERBOARD.

(Ethereal score)
Nalo: THERE IS A BIT OF BACK HISTORY HAPPENING IN THE NOVEL ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED TO ONE OF THE SLAVE SHIPS THAT CAME TO THIS ISLAND ARCHIPELAGO AND THERE'S A WOMAN IN IT WHO SURVIVES THIS AWFUL JOURNEY AND HAS BEEN CALLING ON HER PATRON DEITY FOR HELP. SO SHE IMPLORES HER PATRON DEITY, YEMAYA, THE DEITY WHOSE DOMINION IS THE SEA. THE DEITY ANSWERS HER REQUEST JUST WHEN THE SHIP HAS-- IS ABOUT TO MAKE SHORE AND CRASHES ON THE ROCKS ON THE REEF AND BREAKS UP. AND WHAT HAPPENS IS, ESSENTIALLY THE DEITY GIVES THEM A NEW HOME AND ALLOWS HER TO FIND THAT. AND THE WAY THAT THEY SURVIVE IN THEIR NEW HOME IS BY BEING ABLE TO TRANSFORM INTO A CREATURE THAT IS SEMI-AQUATIC.

(Typewriter bell dings) 
Kim: TIME FOR US TO GO IN SEARCH OF MERMAIDS. TILL NEXT WEEK, I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Rachel: AND I AM RACHEL HARRY. PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE, booktelevision.com. WE LOVE YOUR FEEDBACK.
Kim: TILL NEXT WEEK, CIAO. 
Rachel: BYE.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪

[ CREDITS ]
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