The Word This Week

6-18

Rachel: HI, I AM RACHEL HARRY. 
Kim: AND I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. WELCOME TO THE WORD THIS WEEK.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪ 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]
Kim: FROM THE WORD THIS WEEK, BIKING, HIKING AND ROWING AROUND THE PLANET. 
Colin: TEMPERATURES ARE DROPPING QUICKLY. IT'S ABOUT 
-25, -30. 
Kim: WEALTH AND POVERTY IN THE NEW INDIA. 
Mira: THE SPOTLIGHT'S BACK ON INDIA NOW AND BACK IN A BIG WAY AND I THINK IT'S HERE TO STAY. 
Kim: AND THE CLEVER, CREATIVE WORLD OR ARTIST, BERNICE LUM. 
Bernice: WHAT I USUALLY DO IS READ THROUGH IT AND I START DRAWING AWAY. AT THIS POINT THIS IS JUST ROUGH STAGE FOR THE BOOK.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

♪ 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: IF, LIKE ME, YOU SOMETIMES HAVE A HARD TIME GETTING OFF THE COUCH, YOU MAY TAKE INSPIRATION FROM THIS MAN, COLIN ANGUS. HE MANAGED TO HIKE, BIKE AND ROW HIS WAY AROUND THE WORLD-- FIRST PERSON TO DO IT. HE HAS COMPILED HIS ADVENTURES INTO A DVD AND THIS BOOK. VIDEOGRAPHER LARS-PETER BJORNSON MET UP WITH HIM AND GOT THE STORY.

(Funky rock music)

♪ 
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars-Peter: JUST TELL THE PEOPLE THAT DON'T KNOW EXACTLY WHAT YOU DID. WHAT WAS YOUR GREAT ADVENTURE? 
[ Caption: Colin Angus - Beyond The Horizon ]

Colin: WHAT WE DID IS THE FIRST HUMAN-POWERED CIRCUMNAVIGATION OF THE PLANET. SO THAT INVOLVED ROWING ACROSS TWO OCEANS, THE PACIFIC AND THE ATLANTIC, AND TREKKING OVER THREE CONTINENTS-- 17 DIFFERENT COUNTRIES. 
FIRST, FOR ME, IT WAS MORE JUST A HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION. I LOOKED AT THE GLOBE AND I KNEW THAT NOBODY HAD GONE AROUND BY HUMAN POWER. AND IT SEEMED LIKE QUITE A MAGICAL CONCEPT IN THIS DAY AND AGE WHERE, YOU KNOW, THE HIGHEST MOUNTAINS HAVE ALL BEEN CLIMBED, THE POLES HAVE BEEN REACHED, YET, THIS BASIC CONCEPT OF GOING AROUND THE WORLD USING JUST YOUR ARMS AND LEGS HASN'T BEEN DONE.

(Pulsing new age music) 
Lars-Peter: HOW MUCH OF THESE KINDS OF THINGS CAN YOU PLAN? 
Colin: I THINK WITH THIS LAST EXPEDITION, IT WAS PROBABLY ABOUT 50-50. I MEAN, WE SPENT A LOT OF TIME, YOU KNOW, PLANNING IT IN ADVANCE, TRYING TO FIGURE OUT ALL THE OBSTACLES WE'D BE UP AGAINST. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN YOU'RE IN NORTHEASTERN SIBERIA, HEADING INTO THE WILDERNESS, YOU'RE NOT GOING TO FIND ANY FROMMER'S BACKPACKING GUIDE TO THAT AREA, SO YOU GET YOUR ADVICE FROM THE LOCAL PEOPLE.

(Waves crashing) 

Colin: SO WE'VE JUST SPENT ALL DAY HIKING ALONG A SPIT THAT PARALLELS THE SHORE. WE'VE HIKED ABOUT 25 KILOMETRES AND WE FINALLY REACHED THE END OF THE SPIT AND THERE'S NO WAY OFF. WE WERE TOLD THAT WE COULD WALK DOWN THIS SPIT BY LOCALS, BUT THE REALITY IS SOMETHING ELSE.

(Wind crackling) 

Colin: TEMPERATURES ARE DROPPING QUICKLY. THE VIDEO CAMERAS ARE HAVING A HARD TIME COPING WITH THE COLD. IT'S ABOUT -25, -30, BUT WE'RE SLOWING GETTING THERE. WE'RE FEELING BAGGED. 
Lars-Peter: THERE WAS A COUPLE OF TIMES WHERE I THOUGHT, SURELY HE'S QUITTING. AND RUSSIA IS ALSO WHERE YOU GET SICK. 
Colin: MY BODY FINALLY STARTED PACKING IT IN. MY KIDNEYS ARE ON THE VERGE OF COLLAPSE. I'VE GOT A BLADDER INFECTION AND A URETHRAL STRICTURE AND THE DIAGNOSIS IS THREE WEEKS IN HOSPITAL. Colin: I FLEW BACK TO CANADA FOR SURGERY.

(Mellow acoustic music) 
Colin: BY MID-WINTER I RETURNED TO SIBERIA, AND AFTER A QUICK TRIAL RUN ON OUR BICYCLES WE HEADED INTO THE SIBERIAN WILDERNESS. 
Lars-Peter: YOU COME BACK FOR MORE. 
Colin: COME BACK FOR MORE, YEAH. (Laughs) 
Lars-Peter: IT'S LIKE, WHAT GOES THROUGH YOUR MIND IN THAT MOMENT? 
Colin: WELL IT'S A-- I MEAN, AT THE BEGINNING YOU'VE GOT THIS GOAL WHICH YOU WANT TO DO-- YOU WANT TO GO AROUND THE WORLD BY HUMAN POWER-- AND AS YOU GO ALONG THERE CERTAINLY ARE TIMES WHEN YOU'RE GOING, YOU KNOW, "DO I REALLY WANT TO GO ON? DO I WANT TO KEEP RISKING MY LIFE LIKE THIS?" AND THEN YOU SORT OF RETURN TO THE FACT THAT, YOU KNOW, I PROMISED MYSELF AT THE BEGINNING I'D GIVE IT EVERYTHING I HAVE AND, YOU KNOW, SO I JUST SORT OF END UP PUSHING ON.

(Wind hissing) 
Lars-Peter: YOU ALSO CHANGED PARTNER HALFWAY THROUGH. IS PART OF THAT, LIKE, YOU REALIZING THINGS ABOUT YOURSELF? 
Colin: I THINK THE BIGGEST THING IS SORT OF LEARNING MORE ABOUT YOUR PARTNER. I MEAN, IT'S VERY IMPORTANT, ON AN EXPEDITION LIKE THIS, THAT YOU ARE WITH SOMEBODY THAT YOU'RE COMPATIBLE WITH AND THE FELLOW I STARTED WITH, TIM HARVEY, WE'RE-- AND WE DIDN'T KNOW EACH OTHER THAT WELL. WE WERE SORT OF FRIENDS. WE'D GONE ON A FEW KAYAKING TRIPS AND WHATNOT, BUT WE DIDN'T REALLY-- WEREN'T FAMILIAR WITH EACH OTHER'S INNER WORKINGS. AND AS WE CONTINUED ON THE TRIP, OBVIOUSLY WE GOT TO KNOW EACH OTHER A LOT BETTER AND UNFORTUNATELY IT JUST DIDN'T WORK OUT. AND THEN JULIE, MY FIANCÉE, CAME AND JOINED ME IN MOSCOW AND WE CONTINUED TOGETHER FROM THERE BACK TO VANCOUVER.

(Funky pop music) 

Colin: WE ONLY HAD TWO WEEKS TO MAKE OUR BOAT SEAWORTHY, OBTAIN SUPPLIES, AND MAKE SURE IT WAS READY FOR OUR UNSUPPORTED, FIVE-MONTH OCEAN CROSSING. ONE OF THE MOST INTRIGUING PARTS OF THE TRIP WAS BEING IN THE ROWBOAT. LIKE, THERE YOU ARE, FIVE MONTHS TOGETHER, WITHOUT ANY CONTACT WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD. AND YOUR WORLD BECOMES SIMPLIFIED, AND I THINK IT GIVES YOU A DIFFERENT SORT OF PERSPECTIVE. THERE'S A RAMBUNCTIOUS TURTLE BANGING ON OUR BOAT. IT WOKE ME UP THIS MORNING. JULIE'S OUT LOOKING AT IT RIGHT NOW AND APPARENTLY IT IS HUGE.

♪ 
Lars-Peter: COLIN AND JULIE MADE IT ACROSS THE ATLANTIC DURING THE WORST HURRICANE SEASON ON RECORD AND THE EFFORTS EARNED THEM NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC'S TITLE AS EXPLORERS OF THE YEAR. BUT COLIN'S ULTIMATE LESSON IS NOT ABOUT ENDURING HARDSHIPS AND OVERCOMING OBSTACLES. 
Colin: ONE OF THE SORT OF FOCUSES OF THIS JOURNEY WAS TO PROMOTE ZERO OR LOW EMISSIONS TRANSPORTATION. WE CAN ALL MAKE LITTLE CHANGES IN OUR LIVES TO HELP REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF FOSSIL FUELS BEING BURNED, WHETHER IT'S, YOU KNOW, JUST TAKING PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION OR RIDING YOUR BICYCLE, AND THE THING ABOUT HUMAN-POWERED TRANSPORTATION IS IT'S NOT JUST FOR THE-- GOOD FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, BUT IT MAKES YOU FEEL A WHOLE LOT BETTER TOO.

♪ 

(Typewriter bell dings) 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Chamniss ]

Kim: SPEAKING OF TRAVELING AROUND THE WORLD, WHY DON'T WE GO VISIT INDIA? IT'S LONG FASCINATED WESTERNERS. IT'S THE WORLD'S LARGEST DEMOCRACY WITH A POPULATION OF 1.2 BILLION PEOPLE. BUSINESS IS BOOMING, SO IS BOLLYWOOD. AUTHOR MIRA KAMDAR, IN HER BOOK PLANET INDIA, SAYS THE 21st CENTURY IS INDIA'S TO LOSE.

(Lively percussion music)

♪ 
[ Caption: Mira Kamdar - Planet India ]

Mira: THIS IS A MOMENT THAT'S VERY EXCITING AND ALSO MAYBE A LITTLE UNSETTLING TO THE DIASPORA COMMUNITIES IN NORTH AMERICA AND ELSEWHERE. IT'S EXCITING BECAUSE FINALLY INDIA'S COMING INTO ITS OWN, GETTING THE RESPECT THAT IT WANTS AND THE ATTENTION THAT IT FEELS IT DESERVES.

(Ethereal music) 

Mira: INDIA'S BECOME THE SECOND MOST PREFERRED DESTINATION FOR FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT, PASSING THE UNITED STATES, AND A LOT OF THAT IS CAPITAL THAT'S COMING FROM THE VERY SUCCESSFUL INDIAN-AMERICAN ENTREPRENEURIAL COMMUNITY.

(Train rattling) 
Mira: I WROTE THIS BOOK BECAUSE I THINK MOST PEOPLE IN NORTH AMERICA HAVE A FAIRLY UNIDIMENSIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF INDIA. YOU KNOW, THEY MAY JUST THINK OF IT AS EXOTIC FOOD, A PLACE WHERE THEIR JOB MIGHT GET OUTSOURCED AND, YOU KNOW, BOLLYWOOD. AND THERE'S SO MUCH MORE TO INDIA AND WHAT'S GOING ON IN INDIA THAN THAT. 
THIS COUNTRY OF OVER A BILLION PEOPLE COMING ONLINE AT THIS PARTICULAR, VERY CRITICAL MOMENT OF HUMAN HISTORY WHEN THE OLD ORDER IS FADING AWAY AND WE DON'T YET KNOW WHAT THE NEW ORDER WILL BE, TO HAVE A LARGE DEMOCRACY ON THE RISE THAT IS A NON-WESTERN COUNTRY IS A VERY SIGNIFICANT THING. 
IT WAS VERY EXCITING IN THE LATE '60s, WHEN THE BEATLES DISCOVERED INDIA AND WHEN OFF TO RISHIKESH AND STARTED WEARING NEHRU JACKETS. YOU KNOW, SUDDENLY INDIA WAS ON THE POP CULTURE MAP. BUT THEN, YOU KNOW, INDIA SORT OF GOT FORGOTTEN. THE WEST MOVED ON TO A DIFFERENT KIND OF FASHION PARADIGM. THE BEATLES CAME BACK FROM RISHIKESH AND DID OTHER THINGS. BUT THE SPOTLIGHT'S BACK ON INDIA NOW, AND BACK IN A BIG WAY AND I THINK IT'S HERE TO STAY.

(Traditional music) 

Mira: IT'S EVERYWHERE: MEDITATION, YOGA, FASHION, FOOD. YOGA'S THE FASTEST-GROWING LEISURE ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES. THE GARMENT BUSINESS IS A HUGE BUSINESS BETWEEN INDIA AND THE UNITED STATES. THIS HAS GOT, YOU KNOW, EXACTLY WHAT YOU WOULD SEE FOR SALE IN INDIA NOW.

(Singing in other language) 

Mira: IT'S THE BIGGEST PRODUCER OF MOVIES IN THE WORLD, BOLLYWOOD. 900 MOVIES A YEAR. BIGGEST IN TERMS OF THE NUMBER OF MOVIES, NOT IN TERMS OF THE MONEY. HOLLYWOOD'S STILL GOT BOLLYWOOD BEAT IN TERMS OF THE MONEY. BY 2015, 70% OF GLOBAL ENTERTAINMENT REVENUES WILL COME FROM ASIA AND HALF OF THAT-- THAT'S A FULLY 35% OF THE GLOBAL TOTAL-- WILL COME FROM INDIA. THERE ARE A LOT OF INDIANS MOVING BACK, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO HAVE VERY HIGH LEVELS OF SKILLS, EITHER IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT OR IN TECHNOLOGICAL AREAS LIKE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY OR ENGINEERING. THERE ARE REAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR THEM IN INDIA.

(Lively dance music)

(Singing in other language) 

Mira: YOU KNOW, IT'S REALLY INTERESTING THAT A LOT OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL LITERATURE AND FILMMAKING THAT PEOPLE THINK OF AS BEING INDIAN IS ACTUALLY BEING CREATED BY INDIANS WHO LIVE OUTSIDE OF INDIA. YOU HAVE SHAKAR KAPUR BASED IN LONDON, ROHINTON MISTRY BASED HERE IN CANADA. 
AND THAT'S ACTUALLY DISCONCERTING TO INDIANS, BECAUSE THERE ARE A LOT OF WRITERS IN ENGLISH AND A LOT OF FILMMAKERS IN INDIA AND THEY DON'T-- THEIR WORK DOESN'T GET THE SAME KIND OF ATTENTION AND THERE IS ACTUALLY KIND OF A GROWING RESENTMENT AGAINST THE SUCCESS OF THE DIASPORA. IT WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE HOW THAT PLAYS OUT AS INDIA BECOMES MORE AND MORE IMPORTANT AND POWERFUL.

(Serene new age music) 

Mira: THERE'S A LARGE PORTION OF THE IMMIGRANT COMMUNITY FROM INDIA IN CANADA AND ALSO IN THE UNITED STATES THAT REALLY DOESN'T HAVE THE LUXURY OF MOVING BACK THAT WON'T HAVE OPPORTUNITIES LIKE THAT WAITING FOR THEM IN INDIA BECAUSE THEY DON'T HAVE THE SKILLS THAT ARE DEMANDED BY THESE BOOMING INDUSTRIES.

♪ 

Mira: 70% OF INDIA'S POPULATION LIVES IN RURAL AREAS. 800 MILLION PEOPLE, LIKE YOU MENTION, LIKE I HAVE IN THE BOOK, LIVE ON LESS THAN $2 DOLLARS A DAY, 400 MILLION OF THOSE, ON LESS THAN A DOLLAR A DAY. IT'S A REALLY IMPORTANT THING FOR INDIA, ESPECIALLY AS A DEMOCRACY, TO MAKE SURE THAT THIS ECONOMIC TAKEOFF STORY DOESN'T JUST TAKE 300 TO 400 MILLION PEOPLE WITH IT AND LEAVE 800 TO A BILLION PEOPLE BEHIND.

(Typewriter bell dings) 
Kim: ADD TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE ONE ENTRY AT A TIME, NEXT. 
Amber: YOU DON'T NEED TO KNOW ANY CODING SKILLS OR ANY DESIGN SKILLS. IT'S REALLY JUST LIKE USING A MICROSOFT WORD DOCUMENT.

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ] 

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: ODDS ARE THAT YOU OR SOMEBODY YOU KNOW USES IT DAILY, AND THANKS TO SOMETHING CALLED A WIKI AND EVER-EXPANDING INTERNET ACCESS, WIKIPEDIA'S BECOMING ONE OF THE FASTEST-GROWING SITES ON THE WEB. 
NOW, BASICALLY A WIKI IS A PROGRAM THAT ALLOWS AN INTERNET USER TO INSERT THEIR OWN INFORMATION ONTO A WEBSITE. THIS IS WHAT IS CAUSING WIKIPEDIA'S INCREDIBLE GROWTH, AND LARS-PETER BJORNSON VISITED WITH THE FOLKS AND BRINGS US THE STORY.

(Upbeat pop music) 
[ Caption: Amber MacArthur - New Media Specialist CityTV ]

Amber: WIKIPEDIA GOT STARTED, I THINK IT WAS IN 2001. IT WAS STARTED BY THE FOUNDER, WHOSE NAME IS JIMMY WALES, AND HE HAD THIS IDEA OF HAVING AN ONLINE ENCYCLOPEDIA THAT EVERYBODY COULD USE AND KIND OF COLLABORATE ON. WIKIPEDIA JUST MADE IT INTO THE TOP 10 MOST VISITED WEBSITES ON THE INTERNET, SO YOU CAN IMAGINE THERE'S MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF PEOPLE WHO ARE USING WIKIPEDIA ALL THE TIME.

♪ 
[ Caption: Simon Pulsifer - Wikipedian ]

Simon: I FIRST DISCOVERED IT, ACTUALLY, BACK IN DECEMBER 2001, WHICH WAS FAIRLY EARLY. IT WAS SORT OF BEFORE THERE WAS REALLY MUCH OF AN ENCYCLOPEDIA. I JUST READ ABOUT IT, ACTUALLY, IN THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE. 
Lars-Peter: SINCE HIS EARLY DISCOVERY, SIMON HAS BECOME WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL A MODEL WIKIPEDIAN AND EARNED THE TITLE AS CANADA'S KING OF WIKIPEDIA. WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST ARTICLE YOU WROTE? 
Simon: THE FIRST ONE I WROTE WAS ON THE PANAMA CANAL. 
Lars-Peter: RIGHT. 
Simon: AND IT WAS JUST, LIKE, I HAVE NO SPECIAL SORT OF INTEREST OR EXPERTISE IN THE PANAMA CANAL, BUT IT WAS JUST ON A LIST OF MISSING ARTICLES.

(Upbeat pop music) 
Amber: FOR SIMON, WHEN HE CREATED THE PANAMA CANAL ENTRY, YOU KNOW, HE'S JUST KIND OF STARTING IT, BUT THEN HE'S OPENING IT UP FOR THE WORLD AND FOR ANYONE TO CONTRIBUTE AND TO ADD WHAT THEY THINK IS IMPORTANT. 
Simon: IT'S NOW ABOUT 3,000 OR 4,000 WORDS OF CONTENT ON THE PANAMA CANAL AND, SORT OF, MY FIVE SENTENCES HAVE BEEN COMPLETELY REWRITTEN AND EXPANDED INTO THIS MASSIVE SUBJECT. IT'S PROBABLY THE BIG PART OF SORT OF THE ADDICTION TOO, IN THAT EVERYTHING YOU CONTRIBUTE, YOU SORT OF HAVE TO KEEP GOING BACK TO IT, IN THAT EVERY DAY YOUR THINGS WILL GET CHANGED BY OTHER PEOPLE. 
Lars-Peter: AND SIMON HAS BEEN GOING BACK TO HIS ARTICLES ON WIKIPEDIA, ALMOST DAILY, MAKING MOST OF HIS ENTRIES AND CHANGES RIGHT HERE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA. HOW MANY ENTRIES DO YOU HAVE? 
Simon: WELL THERE'S TWO SORT OF DIFFERENT COUNTS. THE FIRST IS OF SORT OF ACTUAL ARTICLES I'VE CREATED AND THAT'S SORT OF ONLY ABOUT 2,000 OR 3,000, SORT OF ONES I'VE SORT OF WRITTEN FROM SCRATCH OR ARE SUBSTANTIALLY MINE. AND THEN THERE'S THE NUMBER OF SORT OF ARTICLES THAT I'VE EDITED, WHICH IS A MUCH HIGHER NUMBER, BUT THAT INCLUDES SORT OF EVERYTHING THAT I EVEN CHANGED A COMMA ON AND THAT'S-- I THINK IT'S ABOUT 86,000.

♪ 
Lars-Peter: SHOW ME HOW YOU MAKE AN ENTRY. 
Simon: WHAT'S YOUR LAST NAME? 
Lars-Peter: LARS-PETER BJORNSON. 
Simon: SO IF I WERE TO CREATE AN ARTICLE ON YOU, YOU CAN JUST ENTER IT INTO THE URL, THEN JUST HIT "EDIT THIS PAGE." 
Amber: YOU DON'T NEED TO KNOW ANY CODING SKILLS OR ANY DESIGN SKILLS. IT'S REALLY JUST LIKE USING A MICROSOFT WORD DOCUMENT WHERE YOU GO IN, YOU EDIT SOMETHING, YOU SAVE IT AND THEN IT'S AUTOMATICALLY AVAILABLE FOR ANYBODY ON THE WEB TO SEE.

(Lively rock music) 
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars-Peter: WIKIPEDIA'S EASE OF USE AND WIDE ACCESS IS PARTLY WHAT HAS HELPED THE SITE GROW SO FAST, BUT IT'S ALSO THE REASON THAT IT'S GOTTEN INTO TROUBLE. TAKE, FOR EXAMPLE, JOHN SEIGENTHALER, A JOURNALIST WHO, TO HIS DISMAY, DISCOVERED AN ARTICLE ON THE SITE LINKING HIM TO THE ASSASSINATION OF BOTH THE KENNEDY BROTHERS. OR WHAT ABOUT NOTED WIKIPEDIAN S.J., WHO WAS JUST RECENTLY DISCOVERED TO BE USING FALSE CREDENTIALS ON THE SITE, CALLING NOT ONLY HIS ENTRIES BUT THE ENTIRE CREDIBILITY OF THE SITE INTO QUESTION. 
Amber: IT'S INTERESTING, BECAUSE I'VE HEARD A LOT OF PEOPLE COMPARE SOMETHING LIKE WIKIPEDIA TO, SAY, MAINSTREAM NEWS AND SAY "HEY, I CAN'T TRUST WIKIPEDIA BUT I CAN TRUST MY NEWSPAPER." YOU HAVE LITERALLY THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WHO ARE READING THESE ENTRIES ON WIKIPEDIA WHO ARE BRIEFING THEM TO MAKE SURE THAT THE CONTENT IS ACCURATE. NOW, WE ALL KNOW THAT WHEN YOU HAVE AN AVERAGE NEWSPAPER YOU REALLY DON'T HAVE THAT MANY PEOPLE WHO ARE GOING THROUGH THE INFORMATION. 
Simon: EVERYTHING WIKIPEDIA HAS TO BE INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIABLE, SO I WOULD NEED TO, FOR ANYTHING-- IF ANYTHING WAS QUESTIONED OR ANYTHING I'M ADDING, I SHOULD BE ADDING SORT OF LINKS TO THE SOURCES WHERE I'M GETTING THAT FROM. WHEN YOU COMPARE IT, IT'S ACTUALLY SORT OF A RIGOROUSLY REVIEWED ACADEMIC SOURCE. WIKIPEDIA, AT THE MOMENT, DOESN'T REALLY COMPARE, BUT FOR SORT OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR SORT OF GENERAL USERS, IT'S INVALUABLE, MOSTLY 'CAUSE IT'S SO ACCESSIBLE. 
Amber: WHAT YOU'LL FIND, I THINK, THAT 10 YEARS DOWN THE ROAD, IT REALLY WILL BECOME A ROBUST ENGINE AND SOMETHING THAT INCLUDES SO MUCH INFORMATION THAT IT REALLY CHALLENGES ALL THE OTHER MAJOR ENCYCLOPEDIAS THAT ARE OUT THERE. 
Kim: JEFF BUICK IS FROM CALGARY, HE WRITES THRILLERS AND AS YOU'RE ABOUT TO SEE, HE'S THRILLED ABOUT THAT. HIS LATEST EFFORT IS ENTITLED SHELL GAME. WE CAUGHT UP WITH HIM AT THE BOOK LAUNCH IN EDMONTON, ALBERTA. 
[ Caption: Jeff Buick - Shell Game ]

Jeff: THE PAPERBACK MARKET IS AN-- IT'S AN INTERESTING ONE, BECAUSE A LOT OF PEOPLE BUY PAPERBACKS. THEY DON'T WANT TO PAY $26 FOR A HARDCOVER, SO THEY'LL-- THERE'S A LOT OF-- THERE'S BIG NUMBERS IN THE PAPERBACKS. 
I STARTED WRITING ABOUT NINE, ALMOST 10 YEARS AGO NOW. I WROTE A YOUNG ADULT, OR A Y.A. BOOK AS WE CALL IT IN THE INDUSTRY, FOR MY YOUNGEST SON, MATTHEW. I TOOK A HARDY BOYS BOOK AND MADE IT ABOUT THE SAME LENGTH AS THAT. SO IT STARTED WITH Y.A. BOOKS, PROGRESSED INTO THRILLERS AND 15 BOOKS LATER, HERE I AM.

(Up-tempo techno music) 
Jeff: I'M A CANADIAN THAT WRITES, REALLY, FOR THE AMERICAN MARKET, BECAUSE IT'S 10 TIMES THE SIZE OF CANADA. AND WHAT AMERICANS WILL READ, CANADIANS WILL READ AS WELL TOO, BECAUSE THEY FIND A GREAT DEAL OF INTEREST IN WHAT HAPPENS IN WASHINGTON, D.C. AND BOSTON AND NEW YORK. THESE ARE MAJOR CENTRES OF THE WORLD. 
PLOT IS CERTAINLY AN IMPORTANT PART OF MY BOOKS AS WELL TOO. THE ACTION STARTS AND IT NEVER STOPS. MY BOOKS ARE NOT BORING. THE MOST COMMON THING THAT I HEAR BACK FROM PEOPLE ARE, "ONCE I PICKED IT UP I COULD NOT PUT IT DOWN." 
(Flowing piano melody) 
Jeff: I'M INSPIRED BY THINGS THAT I SEE AROUND ME ALL THE TIME: BY PEOPLE, BY EVENTS, BY NEWSWORTHY STORIES. I SEE MY CAREER IN WRITING HEADING TOWARD THE LIST. THAT'S WHAT WE CALL IT IN THE INDUSTRY, IT'S THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER LIST. I HAVE EVERY INTENTION OF GETTING THERE AND I DON'T CARE HOW LONG IT TAKES OR WHAT IT TAKES, THAT'S MY GOAL. 
SHELL GAME IS MY FOURTH NOVEL THROUGH DORCHESTER PUBLISHING OUT OF NEW YORK. IT'S ABOUT A CON. I THOUGHT ABOUT SOMEONE BEING TAKEN FOR A LARGE AMOUNT OF MONEY AND HOW-- WHAT THEIR RESPONSE WOULD BE TO THAT. HE ALWAYS MAKES ONE MOVE THAT YOU CAN'T SEE, AND THAT'S WHAT SHELL GAME IS ALL ABOUT. THERE'S A MOVE-- THERE'S A FEW IN THERE-- BUT THERE'S ONE THAT I DON'T THINK YOU'RE GOING TO SEE. 
Kim: NEXT: THE CREATIVE WORLD OF BERNICE LUM. 
Bernice: THAT'S MY HAIRCUT. THAT'S DEFINITELY ME. (Laughs)

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ] 

(Theme plays: Driving rock music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: MULTIDISCIPLINARY ARTIST BERNICE LUM IS PROBABLY BEST KNOWN FOR HER CHILDREN'S BOOKS. HER FIRST TWO BOOKS SOLD MORE THAN 150,000 COPIES. AND NOW, MOST RECENTLY SHE'S WORKING ON THE RUBY ROGERS SERIES, BUT SHE ALSO DOES WORK FOR ADULTS.

(Percussive rock music) 
[ Caption: Lynsay Reynolds - Youthography Inc. ]

Lynsay: WE REALLY LIKED BERNICE LUM'S ARTWORK FOR THE MINI D.N.A. EVENT. WE THOUGHT SHE WAS A GREAT FIT BECAUSE OF HER DICHOTOMY THAT SHE BALANCES BETWEEN PLEASURABLE EROTIC IMAGERY AND ALSO CHILDREN'S BOOKS THAT SHE ILLUSTRATES FOR.

(Percussive beats) 
Bernice: THIS IS BUCK. HE'S LOOKING FOR A BUD TO LASSO AND DO A BIT OF BAREBACKING.

(Easy pop music) 
[ Caption: Bernice Lum - Author/Illustrator ]

Bernice: THIS IS JOSHUA. HE'S AN ARTIST. HE PAINTS AT NIGHT, SO HE'S LOOKING FOR A MUSE BUD FOR AFTERNOON FUN. (Laughs) 
I BASE THE BEAR CHARACTERS ON LAVALIFE PROFILES. A FRIEND OF MINE ACTUALLY JUST SAID "BECAUSE EVERYONE NEEDS A BUD," AND I TOOK THAT IDEA AND JUST RAN WITH IT. THIS IS PERCIVAL. HE'S A GOOD ONE. HE'S A GAME BUD. ROY-- HE'S JUST INTO BOY BUDS.

(Upbeat pop music) 
Bernice: I'LL JUST CARRY MY WORK AROUND AND JUST GET ON MY BIKE AND RIDE. THERE'S PROBABLY ABOUT FOUR PLACES I FEEL COMFORTABLE ABOUT WORKING IN AND IT'S EITHER A PATIO OR JUST SITTING IN A CAFÉ. I ALWAYS GET INSPIRATION WITH PEOPLE, WHETHER IT'S THE WAY THEY LOOK, THEIR CLOTHES, THE WAY THEY WALK, THE WAY THEY TALK. THE FIRST SET OF BOOKS I MANAGED TO GET, I ACTUALLY WENT TO A PUBLISHER IN THE U.K. THEY ACTUALLY SAW MY PORTFOLIO WITH THE DOG CHARACTER IN IT, WHICH WAS STANLEY, AND JUST SAID "DO SOMETHING WITH HIM AND THEN COME BACK." 
(Percussive jazz music) 
Bernice: IN TWO WEEKS' TIME I DID A BOOK AND WE ENDED UP DOING A SERIES. IT WAS THAT THING IN MY HEAD THAT IF I DID HAVE ONE, I WOULD DO ALL THESE THINGS LIKE TEACH HIM HOW TO TALK AND TEACH HIM HOW TO READ, TEACH HIM HOW TO SING AND TO DANCE, JUST LITTLE THINGS. IT WAS JUST MY HEAD GOING ASTRAY, AS IT USUALLY DOES.

♪ 
Bernice: WHAT I USUALLY DO IS READ THROUGH IT AND I START DRAWING AWAY. AT THIS POINT THIS IS JUST ROUGH STAGE FOR THE BOOK, SO CHAPTER 12 IS CALLED "THAT WAS A HORRIBLE THING TO DO" AND IT'S JUST RUBY, OR YASMINE PULLING RUBY'S HAIR AND FROGGLE KICKING HER IN THE KNEE.

(Easy pop music) 
Bernice: AFTER ALL THIS STUFF, THIS IS IT. THIS IS THE FINISHED PRODUCT, BASICALLY. BOOKS ARE A DIFFERENT BREED THAN THE COMMERCIAL WORK I DO, BECAUSE THERE'S SO MUCH OF ME THAT GOES INTO A LOT OF THESE, BECAUSE THEY BECOME VERY PERSONAL. THAT'S MY HAIRCUT. THAT'S DEFINITELY ME. (Laughs)

♪ 
Bernice: I DO THESE SHOWS TOO, AS PART OF A WHOLE THING OF MAKING SURE PEOPLE ARE AWARE I'M STILL AROUND. I HATE SAYING THIS, BUT IT IS A BUSINESS, SO BASICALLY IF YOU'RE STARTING YOUR OWN BUSINESS, WHATEVER IT IS, IT COULD BE ANYTHING. IT COULD EVEN BE A RESTAURANT. IT COULD BE ANYTHING. YOU BASICALLY HAVE TO PROMOTE YOURSELF, MAKE SURE PEOPLE KNOW YOU'RE OUT THERE ALL THE TIME. 
I'VE BEEN DOING THIS FOR 20 YEARS NOW AND STILL STAYING AFLOAT. CROSS MY FINGERS IT'LL KEEP GOING FOR-- IF I WANT TO WORK FOR ANOTHER 20 YEARS. PEOPLE WHO TYPICALLY BUY MY ART-- MADE OF MEN AND WOMEN. COOL PEOPLE BUY IT. (Laughs) COOL PEOPLE BUY MY WORK.

(Typewriter bell dings) 
Lars-Peter: WHY DON'T YOU DO YOUR CALL? LET'S HEAR IT AGAIN. IT WAS FANTASTIC.

(High-pitched call) 
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars-PeterIT IS A TALE OF MYTHOLOGICAL PROPORTIONS THAT OFTEN INVOLVES A HALF-NAKED WOMAN LURING MEN TO SEA, BUT AS AMANDA ADAMS TELLS ME, THERE'S MORE TO THE TALE OF THE MERMAID THAN MOST OF US KNOW.

[ Caption: Splash - courtesy of Beuna Vista Pictures ]

(High-pitched call)

(Glass shattering) 
[ Caption: Amanda Adams - A Mermaid's Tale ]

Amanda: THE FIRST MERMAIDS-- WELL, THERE'S ONE STORY, IT'S FROM DIFFERENT NATIVE AMERICAN ORAL TRADITIONS AND THAT GOES BACK ALMOST 35,000 YEARS AGO. AND THE FIRST MERMAN-- WE DON'T KNOW ABOUT THE MERMAIDS AT THAT POINT-- BUT HE SWAM IN FRONT OF A GROUP OF PEOPLE WHO LEFT SIBERIA BECAUSE THEY WERE STARVING AND CAME TO THE NEW WORLD. SO HE WAS THIS GREAT BENEFACTOR TO THEM. THERE'S ALSO YEMAYA. SHE'S FROM THE AFRO-CARIBBEAN TRADITION. IT'S SAID, UP IN THE ARCTIC, SHE'S THE SEA GODDESS OF THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES THERE. 
I THINK THE MERMAID ACTUALLY EXISTS TODAY IN OUR WORLD. SHE'S BEEN REALLY SIMPLIFIED. SHE'S MORE OF A COMIC STRIP. SHE'S SOMETHING YOU SEE ON YOUR COFFEE CUP. SHE'S USED TO SELL BEER. SHE WAS ORIGINALLY, AND IN SOME PLACES STILL IS, THIS TREMENDOUSLY POWERFUL FEMININE SYMBOL AND ICON. SHE'S VERY COMPLICATED. SHE'S NOT JUST SEXY AND SHE'S NOT JUST SILLY. 
Lars-Peter: NOT ONLY IS AMANDA'S BOOK CHOCABLOCK WITH MERMAID STORIES FROM DIFFERENT CULTURES FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD, IT ALSO TELLS THE STORY OF HER OWN FASCINATION WITH THE MYTH SINCE SHE WAS A LITTLE GIRL. 
Amanda: I GREW UP RIGHT BY THE OCEAN. IT LED TO A KIND OF FALL AT MY FINS POTENTIAL. YOU KNOW, I WASN'T THE MOST POPULAR GIRL IN HIGH SCHOOL, BUT HEY, I WAS A MERMAID.

[ Caption: The Little Mermaid - courtesy of Beuna Vista Pictures ]

♪ I WANT TO BE WHERE THE PEOPLE ARE ♪ 
Amanda: I WAS NEVER REALLY TAKEN WITH DISNEY'S ARIEL AND I'VE NEVER FOUND TOO MUCH MEANING IN THE TV MERMAIDS. THEY'VE NEVER REALLY GRABBED MY HEART IN THE SAME WAY AS THE STORIES AND THE ANCIENT LEGENDS AND THE THINGS THAT PEOPLE TRULY BELIEVED IN. 
Lars-Peter: WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE REAL, SORT OF, FUNCTION OF THE MERMAID? 
Amanda: I THINK THE FUNCTION OF A MERMAID TODAY IS MUCH MORE ABOUT WOMANLY POWER AND FREEDOM AND LIBERATION AND JUST THAT FREE SPIRITEDNESS OF THE SEA. THIS IS A MYTH THAT GOES BACK THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF YEARS. THERE'S AN ALLURE TO THAT. SO THIS REALLY IS-- IT'S AN EFFORT TO BRING-- INFUSE SOME MAGIC BACK INTO OUR EVERYDAY WORLD.

(Typewriter bell dings) 
Kim: THAT'S OUR SHOW, EVERYBODY. TILL NEXT WEEK, I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Rachel: AND I AM RACHEL HARRY. PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE: booktelevision.com. WE ALWAYS LOVE YOUR FEEDBACK. 
Kim: THANKS FOR WATCHING. 
Rachel: BYE.

[ CREDITS ]

(Theme plays: Driving rock music)

♪

♪ 
(Closed captions created by Bravo!)  
PAGE  
1

