The Word This Week

6-20

Kim: HELLO THERE, I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. 
Rachel: AND I'M RACHEL HARRY. WELCOME TO THE WORD THIS WEEK.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

♪ 
[ Caption: excerpt from The Real Toronto - director, The Madd Russian ]

Kim: ON THE WORD THIS WEEK: THE BEST OF THE YEAR WITH STORIES RANGING FROM LENNY BREAU, GUN CULTURE... 
Man: THAT'S THE (Bleep). 
Kim: ...NELSON MANDELA, YOUR BRAIN ON MUSIC, 
Daniel: WHY IS IT THAT SOME PEOPLE ARE MORE CREATIVE THAN OTHERS? 
Kim: ...AND OF COURSE, SEX.

(Shutter clicking) 
Woman: HAIRY NIPPLE.

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

♪ 
[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss & Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: WELL, IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR WHEN WE TAKE A LOOK BACK AT SOME OF OUR FAVOURITE STORIES, AND WE HAVE DONE SOME INCREDIBLE STORIES THIS YEAR ON THE WORD THIS WEEK. 
Kim: YEAH, OVER THE NEXT 30 MINUTES WE'RE GOING TO CHECK IN ON VARIOUS TOPICS. WE START YOU OFF WITH ONE OF OUR FAVOURITE THIS YEAR: MUSIC. I TRAVELLED OUT TO VANCOUVER TO SPEAK TO RON FORBES-ROBERTS, THE AUTHOR OF ONE LONG TUNE: THE LIFE AND MUSIC OF LENNY BREAU.

[ Caption: scene from The Genius of Lenny Breau courtesy of Sleeping Giant Productions ]

(Lively jazz music) 

Kim: LET'S PUT LENNY IN PERSPECTIVE. IS HE A FAMOUS JAZZ GUY? WAS HE A FAMOUS JAZZ GUY? 
[ Caption: Ron Forbes-Roberts - One Long Tune ]

Ron: WELL, HE'S CERTAINLY FAMOUS AMONG JAZZ MUSICIANS; THE PUBLIC AT LARGE, NOT SO MUCH. AND EVEN AMONG MANY LONG-TERM JAZZ FANS, LENNY WAS NOT WIDELY KNOWN. 
[ Caption: Andy Summers - Guitarists, formerly of The Police ]

Andy: HE WAS SUCH AN INCREDIBLE GUITAR PLAYER. HE COULD JUST REALLY PLAY EVERYTHING, SO HARMONICALLY ADVANCED. NO ONE HAS EVER PLAYED LIKE LENNY.

(Upbeat jazz music) 
Kim: SO WHY IS IT AFTER HIS DEATH, SUDDENLY, THE MYTH OF LENNY HAS REALLY TAKEN SHAPE? 
Ron: WELL, THERE ARE A FEW REASONS. ONE WAS BECAUSE, IN THE MID-'90s, THE GUITARIST FOR THE GUESS WHO, RANDY BACHMAN, DECIDED TO PUT TOGETHER A LABEL FEATURING LENNY'S CDs AND MUSIC AND HE MADE AN EFFORT TO COLLECT SOME THINGS THAT HAD NEVER BEEN RELEASED AND TO PUT OUT SOME THINGS THAT HAD BEEN RELEASED, BUT WERE LONG OUT OF PRINT. AND I THINK THAT ONCE THEY STARTED BEING HEARD THAT THERE WAS THIS RENEWED INTEREST IN LENNY.

(Mellow jazz guitar) 
[ Caption: Lenny was born in Maine but made his musical reputation in Winnipeg. ]

[ Caption: Randy Bachman, guitarist ]

Randy: I DIDN'T KNOW HE'D BECOME THE GREAT LENNY BREAU. I DIDN'T KNOW I'D BECOME THE RANDY BACHMAN THAT PEOPLE KNOW. HE WAS 16; I WAS 15. HE KNEW GUITAR; I DIDN'T. IT'S LIKE SOMEBODY TEACHING YOU TENNIS, HOW TO SERVE, OR HOCKEY OR SOMETHING. HE JUST TAUGHT ME GUITAR, AND I WAS HUNGRY.

(Soulful rock music) 
Ron: LENNY WAS A VERY STRAIGHTFORWARD, HONEST PLAYER. HE ALWAYS WENT FOR THE EMOTION RATHER THAN THE FLASH. IF THERE WAS A CHANCE TO REALLY SAY SOMETHING WITH A PHRASE WITH FEWER NOTES, HE WOULD GO FOR THAT RATHER THAN-- LENNY RARELY PLAYED TO IMPRESS. AND THAT'S WHAT INITIALLY HIT ME BECAUSE I DIDN'T REALLY UNDERSTAND HOW GOOD HE WAS TECHNICALLY WHEN I FIRST HEARD HIM BECAUSE I HAD NOTHING TO MEASURE HIM AGAINST REALLY, EXCEPT MAYBE JIMMY PAGE. (Laughs)

♪ 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

Rachel: OUT CURIOSITY WAS PIQUED WHEN WE WERE GIVEN DANIEL J. LEVITIN'S BOOK THIS IS YOUR BRAIN ON MUSIC. IT IS AN IN-DEPTH STUDY INTO THE SCIENCE OF SOUND. HE ALSO TAKES A LOOK AT THE CREATIVE PROCESS AND TRIES TO DISMANTLE THIS INCREDIBLY DIVERSE TOPIC.

(Quirky electronic music) 
Daniel: I JUST WANTED TO UNDERSTAND MORE ABOUT CREATIVITY AND WHERE THAT COMES FROM. WHY IS IT THAT SOME PEOPLE ARE MORE CREATIVE THAN OTHERS IN GENERAL, AND MUSICIANS IN PARTICULAR, AND WHERE DO MUSICAL IDEAS COME FROM? IT DIDN'T SEEM OBVIOUS TO ME THAT NEUROSCIENCE WOULD BE THE FIELD THAT WOULD ADDRESS THESE QUESTIONS, BUT NOW IT MAKES SENSE.

♪ 

[ Caption: Daniel J. Levitin - Your Brain On Music ]

Daniel: IT'S THE STORY OF HOW LISTENING TO OR WRITING OR PERFORMING MUSIC AFFECTS OUR BRAIN. IT'S A STORY THAT TRIES TO UNPACK SOME OF THE COMPLEXITY THAT WE TAKE FOR GRANTED WHEN, YOU KNOW, THESE VIBRATING MOLECULES MAKE OUR EARDRUMS WIGGLE IN AND OUT, AND SOMEHOW THAT GIVES RISE TO THE RICH EXPERIENCE OF STEVIE WONDER OR ARETHA FRANKLIN OR BENNY GOODMAN OR WHATEVER.

♪ GOD SAVE THE... ♪ 

(Musical medley)

♪ JUST A COUNTRY BOY ♪ 
[ Caption: David Sulzer - Neuroscientist, Columbia University ]

David: I THINK WE HAVE TO SUSPECT THAT WE CAME UP WITH SINGING AND MAKING SOUNDS, THINGS WHICH ARE RELATIVELY ABSTRACT, WITHOUT DEFINED MEANING, BEFORE WE LEARNED HOW TO MAKE WORDS. BIRDSONG IS SOMETHING THAT'S VERY SIMILAR TO WHAT WE ALSO DO NATURALLY. WE MAKE WHAT WE, I GUESS, HAVE TO CALL MUSICAL SOUNDS FOR OUR OWN PLEASURE, FOR ALL SORTS OF COMMUNICATION. I THINK WE HAVE TO SUSPECT, WITHOUT GOOD PROOF, BUT WITH PLENTY OF EXAMPLES IN THE NATURAL WORLD, THAT WE PROBABLY LEARN TO MAKE ABSTRACT CONTROLLED SOUND, i.e. MUSIC, BEFORE WE LEARN TO SPEAK. 
[ Caption: Miles Davis - Musician ]

Miles: I GO WITH MY FEELINGS. YOU KNOW, I LOVE MUSIC. THE ONLY THING THAT MAKES ME PLAY AND CONTINUE IN THIS BUSINESS IS MY LOVE FOR MUSIC.

(Dynamic jazz music) 
[ Caption: Miles Davis 1973 ]

Ron: ABOUT 10% OF THE PEOPLE IN SOCIETY DON'T LIKE MUSIC. THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND WHAT ALL THE FUSS IS ABOUT. THEY'VE LEARNED TO SORT OF KEEP THEIR MOUTHS SHUT ABOUT IT, BECAUSE PEOPLE LOOK AT THEM KIND OF ASKEW. TO US, WE LIKE MUSIC. BUT YEAH, I THINK ONE IN 10 PEOPLE REALLY DON'T. THEY DON'T GET IT. IT'S NOT 'CAUSE THEY HAVE SOME NEUROLOGICAL DAMAGE OR ANYTHING, THEY JUST DON'T GET IT. MOST OF US DESIRE TO COMMUNICATE WITH OTHER PEOPLE AND WE DESIRE TO COMMUNICATE ASPECTS OF OUR OWN INNER EXPERIENCE, OR OUR EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD, AND SHARE THAT WITH SOMEBODY.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss & Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: IN A SEA OF PUBLICATIONS AND FESTIVALS, THERE IS A UNIQUE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RESFEST AND RES MAGAZINE. 
Kim: THE MAGAZINE IS BASED IN NEW YORK CITY, AND THE INTERNATIONAL TOURING FILM FESTIVAL GOES ALL THE WAY AROUND THE WORLD. TOGETHER, THEY EXPLORE THE WORLD OF DIGITAL ARTS AND BEYOND. 
Rachel: WE HAVE RECENTLY DISCOVERED THAT THEIR 10th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE IS, IN FACT, GOING TO BE THE LAST IN ITS PRESENT FORM. 
Kim: SO WHAT'S IN STORE? WELL, WE TOOK IN THE FESTIVAL IN TORONTO, AND THEN TRAVELED DOWN TO THE BIG APPLE TO GET THE SCOOP.

(Lively techno music)

♪ 
[ Caption: Jeremy Boxer & Jesse Ashlock - Res Media Group ]

Jesse: I THINK BOTH THE MAGAZINE AND THE FESTIVAL, IN DIFFERENT WAYS, BUT COMPLEMENTARY WAYS, ARE KIND OF A DISTILLATION OF WHAT WE LIKE TO REFER TO AS THIS EMERGING CREATIVE CLASS. WE'RE PRIMARILY COVERING DIGITAL CULTURE, BUT WE'RE INTERESTED IN, KIND OF, EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN. 
Jeremy: AND I GUESS WHAT I WOULD ADD TO THAT, IN THE FESTIVAL, WE'RE LOOKING FOR FILMS THAT REDEFINE THE CINEMATIC LANGUAGE AND THE INTERSECTION BETWEEN ALL THE NEW CREATIVE ARTS. 
Jesse: YEAH, WE'RE VERY INTERESTED IN CONVERGENCE. 
Kim: IN THE WHOLE WORLD? 

(Laughter)

[ Caption: Toronto ]

(Funky techno music)

♪ 
Sarah: RESFEST TOURS IN 40 CITIES AROUND THE GLOBE. IT'S REALLY BASED ON CUTTING EDGE, CREATIVE, INNOVATIVE SHORT FILMS AND MUSIC VIDEOS.

♪ 

[ Caption: Sarah Koo - Marketing director, Resfest ]

Sarah: RESFEST STARTED 10 YEARS AGO, AND MOST OF THE FILMMAKING GOING ON THAT WAS CURATED BY RES THEN WAS BASED ON PEOPLE WITH, JUST, LIKE, TINY DIGITAL HANDICAMS AND DOING EDITING ON THEIR DESKTOPS. BUT ITS REALLY EXPANDED BEYOND THAT NOW, SO ALL KINDS OF FILMMAKERS WILL SHOOT ON FILM, THEY'LL, YOU KNOW, CREATE ANIMATIONS AND WE DO A LOT OF CREATIVE MUSIC VIDEOS AS WELL.

(Playful techno music) 
[ Caption: Jeremy Boxer - head of programming, Resfest ]

Jeremy: WHEN YOU TALK ABOUT THE TYPE OF AUDIENCES THAT MIGHT COME TO THE FESTIVAL, YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT YOUNG CREATORS. YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT THE INDUSTRY. YOU'RE ALSO TALKING ABOUT PEOPLE WHO ARE JUST INTERESTED IN SEEING WHAT'S NEW.

[ Caption: Harrowdown Hill - Thom Yorke - courtesy of XL Records ]

♪

♪ WE TAKE THE SAME THINGS AT THE SAME TIME ♪ 
Kim: ALRIGHT, JESSE, GIVE US THE UPDATE ON THE MAGAZINE. 
Jesse: WELL, THE MAGAZINE IS TEMPORARILY ON HIATUS. OUR LAST ISSUE OF 2006 IS ON NEWSSTANDS RIGHT NOW, AND WE'RE PLANNING ON RE-LAUNCHING THE MAGAZINE AS A EXPANDED HYBRID PRINT/WEB/DVD PUBLICATION IN THE SPRING OF 2007. 
Kim: COMING UP, MORE OF THE BEST. 
[ Caption: Amy Goodman - Democracy Now! ]

Amy: IN THIS HIGH-TECH DIGITAL AGE WITH DIGITAL RADIO AND HIGH-DEF TELEVISION, ALL WE GET IS EVER MORE STATIC.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ] 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Tony Hendra - Former Lampoon Editor ]

Kim: WELCOME BACK, EVERYBODY. RACHEL, DO YOU THINK IT WAS A YEAR OF DIGGING UP THE TRUTH AND SOCIAL CHANGE? 
Rachel: I THINK THAT IT WAS AN INCREDIBLE YEAR AND THE WORD THIS WEEK WAS THERE WITH SOME INCREDIBLE STORIES. WE HAD STORIES ON TRUTH IN JOURNALISM, GANG CULTURE IN CANADA, THE CHANGING FACE OF POLITICS. 
Kim: LIBERAL, CONSERVATIVE, DEMOCRATIC, REPUBLICAN; IT ALL CAME TO THE SURFACE IN THE WORLD OF BOOKS.

(Percussive pop music)

♪ 
[ Caption: Amy Goodman - Democracy Now! ]

Amy: IN THIS HIGH-TECH DIGITAL AGE WITH DIGITAL RADIO AND HIGH-DEF TELEVISION, ALL WE GET IS EVER MORE STATIC, A VEIL OF DISTORTION, LIES, MISREPRESENTATIONS, AND HALF TRUTHS THAT OBSCURE REALITY.

♪ 
[ Caption: Lewis Lapham - Editor Emeritus, Harper's Magazine ]

Lewis: YOU COMBINE THE CELEBRITY CULTURE WITH THE ELECTRONIC MEDIA AND THE FACTS BECOME LESS AND LESS IMPORTANT. IT'S AN ARTIFICIAL, MADE REALITY. AND IT'S A THEATRE, IT'S A SHOW. AND PEOPLE, BEGINNING TO UNDERSTAND THAT IT'S A THEATRE OR IN A SHOW, DON'T HOLD IT TO THE SAME STANDARD THAT THEY MIGHT HOLD A LABORATORY REPORT OR SOME SORT OF STATEMENT THAT PURPORTS TO BE THE TRUTH.

(Soft jazz music) 
[ Caption: Richard Ford - The Lay Of The Land ]

Richard: THE NEW YORK TIMES REGULARLY GIVES ME A CHANCE TO WRITE ABOUT POLITICS AND SO I DO. I THINK NO ONE PAYS ONE LICK OF ATTENTION TO ANYTHING I SAY, BECAUSE POLITICS-- AS I SAID BEFORE-- POLITICS IS A SOAP OPERA TO AMERICANS. IT'S JUST ALL ABOUT THE SAME THING THAT SPORTS IS ABOUT NOW. 
Arnold: I HAVE MISBEHAVED AND IF I OFFENDED ANYONE, I WANT TO JUST SAY SORRY. 
Amy: WHAT WE NEED IS THE MEDIA TO GIVE US THE DICTIONARY DEFINITION OF STATIC: CRITICISM, OPPOSITION, UNWANTED INTERFERENCE. WE NEED A MEDIA THAT COVERS POWER, NOT COVERS FOR POWER. WE NEED A MEDIA THAT'S THE FOURTH ESTATE, NOT FOR THE STATE. AND WE NEED A MEDIA THAT COVERS THE MOVEMENTS THAT CREATE STATIC AND MAKE HISTORY. 
Donald: I HAVE BENEFITED GREATLY FROM CRITICISM.

♪ 
[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: MOST CANADIANS WOULD CHOOSE TO BELIEVE THAT GANG VIOLENCE IS AN ISSUE THAT EXISTS LARGELY SOUTH OF THE BORDER. BUT THE REALITY IS THAT CANADA HAS ITS OWN GHETTOS, ITS OWN POVERTY, AND ITS OWN RELATIONSHIP WITH GANG CRIME. SO WE'VE GOT TWO NEW BOOKS: ENTER THE BABYLON SYSTEM AND YOUNG THUGS, BOTH TAKING AN IN-DEPTH LOOK INTO THIS GROWING SUBCULTURE AND AN ISSUE THAT MOST CANADIANS MIGHT CHOOSE TO BELIEVE DOES NOT EXIST. 
[ Caption: excerpt from The Real Toronto - director, The Madd Russian ]

Man: (Bleeping) (Talking over each other) THAT'S THE (Bleep) THAT'LL RIP YOUR BRIM OUT (Bleep). 
[ Caption: Michael C. Chettleburgh - Young Thugs ]

Michael: STREET GANGS HAVE EXISTED FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS. THE FIRST RECORDED LITERATURE ON STREET GANGS REACHES BACK TO THE 1200s. THE TORONTO POLICE ARCHIVES SPEAKS OF STREET GANG ISSUES IN THE 1850s, WHERE YOU HAD SECTARIAN VIOLENCE IN THE IRISH COMMUNITY. WHEREVER YOU HAVE MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES, LARGELY IMMIGRANTS WHO ARE TRYING TO FIND THEIR WAY IN A NEW COUNTRY, YOU'RE GOING TO CREATE THE SOCIAL CONDITIONS FOR STREET GANGS.

(Smooth hip hop music) 

Michael: IT'S PART OF US IN MODERN-DAY SOCIETIES TRYING TO FIND THEIR WAY, AND THERE WILL ALWAYS BE GROUPS OF PEOPLE THAT, FOR WHATEVER REASON, DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO THE SAME OPPORTUNITY THAT OTHER PEOPLE DO AND WHERE YOU CREATE THOSE CONDITIONS YOU WILL FIND SOME YOUTH DECIDING, FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE, THE STREET GANG REPRESENTS FOR ME AN OPTION. 
[ Caption: excerpt from The Real Toronto - director, The Madd Russian ]

Man: I BEEN ON THIS BLOCK, BORN AND RAISED HERE, BEEN LIVING HERE FROM DAY ONE, YOU KNOW? SEEN IT ALL ON THIS HOOD-- ON THIS STRIP RIGHT HERE. EVERYTHING ON THIS BLOCK RIGHT HERE, I SEEN. YOU KNOW, I SEEN HOW THE GAME WILL MESS YOU UP, COMING UP IN YOUR LIFE, YOU KNOW? (Bleep) MESS YOU UP, 'CAUSE YOU JUST BE A LITTLE (Bleep) OUT HERE, TRYING TO DO-- GO TO SCHOOL OR WHATEVER. AND COPS COMING IN, HARASSING YOU, MESS UP YOUR CRIMINAL RECORD FROM YOUR YOUNG SO THAT YOU CONSIDERED A CRIMINAL FROM DAY ONE. 
[ Caption: Rodrigo Bascunan & Christian Pearce - Enter the Babylon System ]

Christian: GUN VIOLENCE IS A REALLY IMPORTANT ISSUE AND A LOT OF THE NEWS COVERAGE THAT I WAS READING IN THE CITY WAS SO BIASED. IT WAS LADEN WITH STEREOTYPES THAT I REALLY FELT LIKE ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE ON THIS ISSUE WAS NEEDED. IT WAS REALLY MISSING. BUT WE CAN FIGURE OUT JUST BY BASIC RATIONAL THOUGHT THAT THE PROBLEM HAS GOT TO BE WAY BIGGER THAN THAT. WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE USERS, THE GUYS IN THE STREETS THAT ARE SHOOTING, HOW DID THEY GET THE GUNS? WHERE WERE THEY MADE? WHERE DO THEY COME FROM? THESE WERE THE QUESTIONS THAT THE MEDIA WASN'T ANSWERING, SO IT'S LIKE THIS IS OUR OPPORTUNITY TO FILL IN SOME OF THESE GAPS IN WHAT IS A CRITICAL DEBATE.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: HIS IS PROBABLY ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS FACES ON THE PLANET. HE IS, FOR MANY, THE EMBODIMENT OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND JUSTICE. WELL, THERE IS A NEW BOOK ABOUT NELSON MANDELA, AN EXTRAORDINARY AUTHORIZED PORTRAIT, AND OUR VERY OWN VIDEOGRAPHER, LARS PETER BJORNSON, SAT DOWN WITH OLD FRIEND OF MANDELA'S AND EDITORIAL CHIEF ON THIS BOOK, MR. MAC MAHARAJ.

♪ NEVER ♪

♪ AND NEVER AGAIN ♪

♪ SHALL IT BE THAT THIS BEAUTIFUL LOVE ♪

♪ WILL AGAIN EXPERIENCE ♪

♪ THE OPPRESSION OF ONE BY ANOTHER ♪ 

(Scratch sampling)

♪ LET THERE BE JUSTICE FOR ALL ♪ 
[ Caption: Mac Maharaj - Editorial Consultant, Mandela ]

Mac: I THINK MANDELA STANDS OUT FIRST AND FOREMOST BECAUSE HIS ENTIRE LIFE IS ONE OF GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT. HE EXPERIMENTS WITH ALL FORMS OF STRUGGLE, JOINS THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS DURING THE STAGE WHEN IT WAS A VERY PEACEFUL ORGANIZATION; DEMANDED NOW THAT IT BECOME MILITANT, AND IN THE 50s, IN THE MASS STRUGGLES, WHEN HE FOUND THEM NOT DELIVERING RESULTS, SAID IT'S TIME TO TURN TO THE ARMED STRUGGLE. AND FOR THAT HE GOT CAUGHT, AND SERVED 27 YEARS IN PRISON. I LIKE TO REMIND PEOPLE THAT HE WAS SENTENCED TO LIFE PLUS FIVE YEARS.

(Percussive world beat music) 

Mac: FIRST MEETING WITH MANDELA: ROBBEN ISLAND PRISON. THIS IS WHERE WE COME TO REALLY KNOW EACH OTHER. I ARRIVED THERE IN JANUARY; WE ARE WORKING IN THE COURTYARD-- THAT FAMOUS PHOTOGRAPH THAT'S IN THE BOOK-- SEATED ON BRICKS AND BREAKING STONES WITH AN (Unclear) HAMMER AND NOT ALLOWED TO TALK TO EACH OTHER.

♪ 

Mac: THE DARKEST DAYS OF REPRESSION, WHEN THE MOVEMENT SEEMED TO HAVE BEEN CRUSHED AND DRIVEN INTO EXILE, ONE HAD A FEELING IN ONE'S WORST MOMENTS THAT THE CAUSE IS RIGHT. I AM GOING TO CONTINUE DOING IT BUT I WILL NOT LIVE TO SEE FREEDOM. AND THEN CAME THE NEGOTIATIONS, THE ELECTIONS IN '94. 
Man: WILL YOU PLEASE RAISE YOUR RIGHT HAND AND SAY, "SO HELP ME GOD." 
Nelson: SO HELP ME GOD. 
Man 2: NOW IT WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE WHEN WE'LL PROUDLY LIFT UP OUR FLAG AND THEN WE'LL SING OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM HAPPY, YOU KNOW, PROUD.

(Singing in other language)

♪ 
Mac: ONE IS PROUD OF THE FACT THAT ONE DIDN'T FALTER. BUT YOU REALIZE YOU DIDN'T FALTER NOT BECAUSE YOU ARE UNIQUELY STRONG, BUT YOU HAD THE BENEFIT OF YOUR COLLEAGUES TO HOLD YOU UP WHEN YOU WERE LIKELY TO FALTER. THAT'S A GREAT GIFT IN LIFE. FOR ME, IT'S BEEN A FASCINATING EXERCISE. IT THOUGHT I KNEW THE MAN, AND BY LOOKING AT THESE INTERVIEWS, I REALIZE HOW LITTLE I KNOW OF HIM. IN FACT, I'M OF THE VIEW NOW THAT BETWEEN MYTH AND THE REALITY OF THE MAN, THERE IS SUCH AND INTERCONNECTEDNESS, WHICH WE CREATE, THAT WE ARE, IN FACT, CO-CONSPIRATORS IN MAKING HIM A MYTH.

(Typewriter keys clacking) 
Kim: COMING, UP, MORE OF THE BEST. 
[ Caption: Ringo Starr ]

Ringo: YOU OPEN IT UP AND LOOK AT THAT, THERE'S POSTCARDS IN IT.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ BREAK ] 

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Kim Clarke Champniss & Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: WELCOME BACK. IT'S NOT ALWAYS ABOUT FACT OR FICTION. OFTEN THE WORD THIS WEEK IS JUST ABOUT HAVING A LITTLE FUN. 
Kim: HOW ABOUT THE DELIGHT OF PUBLISHING BOOKS, THE JOY OF POSING NUDE, OR EVEN SKETCHING BURLESQUE WOMEN. DR. SKETCHY'S, TAKE IT AWAY.

(Scratch sampling)

(Jazzy techno music)

♪ 
Brett: HELLO, EVERYBODY. WELCOME TO DR. SKETCHY'S.

♪ 

[ Caption: Brett Despotovich & Lana Winter - Co-Founders, Dr. Sketchy's Toronto ]

Brett: THE BASIC FORMAT TONIGHT IS LIKE ANY OTHER LIFE DRAWING SESSION, EXCEPT SEXIER.

(Applause)

(Lip-synching)

♪ YOU WANT TO HAVE FUN ♪ 

(Brassy dance music) 
Kim: DR. SKETCHY'S IS A BURLESQUE-INSPIRED LIFE DRAWING CLASS, COMPLETE WITH A COLOURING AND DO-IT-YOURSELF BOOK. THANKS TO THE POWER OF THE INTERNET AND CLEVER SELF- PROMOTION BY ITS FOUNDER MOLLY CRABAPPLE, DR. SKETCHY'S HAS EXPANDED TO 16 CITIES, INCLUDING LONDON, MELBOURNE AND THE LATEST, TORONTO.

♪ HOW ABOUT A FEW LAUGHS ♪ 
Lana: THROUGH MYSPACE, WE'D BOTH BEEN IN CONTACT WITH MOLLY CRABAPPLE. I HAD ACTUALLY DISCUSSED THIS WITH HER AROUND THE SAME TIME AS BRETT DID, AND SINCE WE ALREADY KNEW EACH OTHER, WE FIGURED WHY NOT JUST COLLABORATE ON IT? 

♪ GOOD TIMES ♪ 
Brett: I'VE ALWAYS WANTED TO DO AN ALTERNATIVE LIFE DRAWING THING, WHERE YOU GET MODELS THAT ARE KIND OF OFF THE BEATEN PATH. IF YOU'VE GOT A BORING MODEL THAT'S KIND OF THE SAME OLD WHITE PERSON YOU'RE USED TO SEEING IN DRAWING CLASSES, YOU KEEP GOING IN THERE WITH THE SAME PRECONCEIVED NOTION OF HOW THEIR HEAD'S SHAPED, HOW THEIR BODY'S SHAPED, WHAT THEIR ASS LOOKS LIKE. WE'RE TRYING TO SUBVERT ALL THAT AND GET EVERYBODY, UM, USING THEIR BRAIN AGAIN. 
[ Caption: Priscilla Pussycat - Shamelss Dames Burlesque Troupe ]

Priscilla: IT'S A NICE LITTLE MARRIAGE BETWEEN, UM, BURLESQUE AND ART-- WHICH IS, YOU KNOW, BASICALLY ALREADY AN ART FORM AS IT IS-- AND JUST GIVING PEOPLE SOMETHING A LITTLE MORE INTERESTING TO TO LOOK AT. (Giggles) ME! 
Brett: THERE'S A LOT OF GOOD ACCOUNTS AND INTERVIEWS WITH THE OTHER ORGANIZERS WHAT UNEXPECTED, WEIRD THINGS HAPPEN. IT ALSO COVERS ALL THE ABSOLUTE BASICS FOR RUNNING A LIFE DRAWING COURSE. IT IS BASIC COMMON KNOWLEDGE WITH A FEW OTHER THINGS TO MAKE IT MORE FUN, LIKE SUGGESTED DRINKS YOU MIGHT WANT TO FEED PEOPLE FOR COCKTAILS. SO IT'S KIND OF LIKE A MIXTURE OF ROCKY HORROR LIVE AND LIFE DRAWING.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

[ Caption: Rachel Harry ]

Rachel: "SPARE THE SNARK AND SPOIL THE NETWORK": THIS IS THE OFFICIAL MOTTO OF THE WEBSITE TELEVISION WITHOUT PITY. NOW, YES, THIS IS ANOTHER WEBSITE DEVOTED TO THE DOWNFALL OF CURRENT POPULAR CULTURE? WHY ARE THEY DIFFERENT? BECAUSE THEY ARE FUNNY AND THEY'VE WRITTEN A BOOK, TELEVISION WITHOUT PITY: 752 THINGS WE LOVE TO HATE AND HATE TO LOVE ABOUT TV. TAKE A LOOK.

(Funky dance music)


♪ DA-DA-DA-DA, DA-DA-DA-DA ♪ 
[ Caption: Tara Ariano - Television Without Pity ]

Tara: "TELEVISION WITHOUT PITY" STARTED INITIALLY AS "DAWSON'S RAP," WHICH I THINK THERE IS A DAWSON'S CREEK EPISODE PLAYING BEHIND ME AT THE MOMENT. UM, MY FRIEND AND PARTNER SARAH BUNTING AND I STARTED THE SITE JUST DOING RECAPS ONLY OF DAWSON'S CREEK. DID WELL ENOUGH IN ITS FIRST YEAR THAT WE HAD THE IDEA TO SORT OF FRANCHISE IT OUT, FIND MORE WRITERS AND COVER MORE SHOWS. MOSTLY PEOPLE KNOW, WHEN THEY COME TO THE SITE, THAT WE'RE NOT SAYING NICE THINGS MOST OF THE TIME, EVEN ABOUT SHOWS THAT SORT OF ARE CRITICALLY LOVED. BUT OCCASIONALLY WE DO GET PERSONNEL FROM THE SHOW COMING ON THE BOARDS AND SAYING, "IF YOU HATE THE SHOW SO MUCH, WHY DO YOU WATCH IT?" 
♪ 
Tara: I REALLY DID JUST GO TO THE PUBLISHER AT QUIRK AND SAY, "IF WE WANTED TO DO A BOOK ABOUT TV, WHAT WOULD YOU WANT US TO DO?" AND HE CAME UP WITH THIS IDEA OF A SORT OF ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GUILTY PLEASURES, AND THAT ALLOWED SARAH AND I TO PRETTY MUCH WRITE A 1,000 ITEM LIST OF JUST EVERYTHING ABOUT TV THAT WE THOUGHT. IT WAS NEVER MEANT TO BE KIND OF A HISTORY OF TV OR, YOU KNOW, COVER THINGS LIKE "AND THEN THE ROOTS MINISERIES..." 'CAUSE WE DON'T KNOW ABOUT THAT. WE'RE, YOU KNOW, IN OUR 30s. I'M INCREDIBLY LUCKY TO HAVE COBBLED TOGETHER THE CAREER THAT I HAVE. AND I, YOU KNOW, I'M NOT A JOURNALIST. I'M AMAZED THAT ANYBODY EVER LETS ME WRITE FOR THEM BECAUSE I AM NOT TRAINED. I DON'T DO RESEARCH. I TRY TO NOT LEAVE MY HOUSE IF I CAN. UM, SO, REALLY I THINK I'VE KIND OF SOLD A LOT OF PUBLICATIONS A BILL OF GOODS IN TERMS OF MY QUALIFICATIONS.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 

[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

Rachel: BOOK TELEVISION'S VIDEOGRAPHER LARS-PETER BJORNSON WAS RECENTLY IN LONDON, ENGLAND, FINDING OUT ABOUT GENESIS PUBLICATIONS. 
[ Caption: Lars-Peter Bjornson ]

Lars-Peter: HEY, RACHEL. AH, IT WAS INCREDIBLE. IT WAS AMAZING. GENESIS PUBLICATIONS IS ONE OF THOSE LITTLE, NOW RARE, INDEPENDENT BOOK PUBLISHERS AND THEY DO THESE HAND-BOUND ONE-OFF BOOKS ABOUT, ROCK & ROLL LEGENDS, EXPLORERS, PRETTY MUCH ANYTHING THE STAFF OR MAYBE THE OWNER FINDS INTERESTING. INCREDIBLE, HAVE A LOOK.

(Upbeat instrumental music)

♪ 
[ Caption: Nick Roylance - Publisher, Genesis Publications ]

Nick: GENESIS PUBLICATIONS STARTED ABOUT 31 YEARS AGO IN THE '70s, AND IT WAS FOUNDED BY MY FATHER. AND HE WAS WORKING IN PUBLISHING, BUT HE WANTED TO CREATE HIS OWN COMPANY THAT WAS A LITTLE BIT DIFFERENT, THAT REALLY PRODUCED BOOKS IN THE TRADITIONS OF THE PRIVATE PRESS. THAT MEANS THAT EVERYTHING WAS MADE IN LIMITED NUMBERS TO THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE STANDARDS. AND, UM, AND HE WANTED TO DO SOMETHING THAT WAS, UH, THAT FORMED A COMMUNITY BETWEEN AUTHORS AND, UH, READERS AND PUBLISHER ALIKE. 
[ Caption: Ringo Starr ]

Ringo: I GOT THIS IDEA OF MAKING A BOOK CALLED POSTCARDS FROM THE BOYS. YOU OPEN IT UP AND LOOK AT THAT: THERE'S POSTCARDS IN IT. AND THIS ONES FROM-- (Laughs) IT'S FROM JOHN AND JULIA AND KYOKO. I MEAN, THAT'S AN OLD ONE. AND THESE SPECIAL EDITIONS ARE SIGNED. THERE'S A SIGNED PAGE IN EACH ONE. BUT THEY'RE GOING TO COS COST YOU A FEW BUCKS I'M AFRAID.

♪ 

(Clanging) 
Nick: WHAT REALLY MAKES GENESIS DIFFERENT IS THAT WHEN WE'RE PRODUCING BOOKS WE'RE NOT PRODUCING, SAY, I DON'T KNOW HOW MANY HUNDRED TITLES A YEAR. WE'RE PRODUCING MAYBE, LIKE, FOUR TO HALF A DOZEN BOOKS MAXIMUM A YEAR. IN EACH BOOK, WE MIGHT INVEST TWO OR THREE YEARS JUST GETTING EVERYTHING PERFECT.

(Melodic rock music)

♪ 
Nick: THE BEST PART OF GENESIS FOR ME IS THE FACT THAT THIS IS SOMETHING YOU'RE GOING TO WANT TO PASS ON, AND A BOOK THAT, IF YOU LOOK AFTER IT WELL, IS GOING TO, AS I SAY, LAST 200 YEARS. AND FOR ME, THAT'S SPECIAL.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music) 
[ Caption: The Word This Week ]

Kim: THE BRITISH TABLOID PRESS HAVE THAT STRANGE PHENOMENON OF PRINTING NEWS, SPORTS, CRIME, WHATEVER, ALONGSIDE PICTURES OF BEAUTIFUL, SAUCY WOMEN. THINK OF IT WHAT YOU WILL, BUT THE PAGE THREE GIRLS HAVE TURNED THE SUN INTO THE BIGGEST-SELLING ENGLISH LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER IN THE WORLD. VIDEOGRAPHER LARS-PETER BJORNSON TRAVELED TO THE U.K. TO FOLLOW THE TRAIL FROM PHOTO SHOOT TO PRINTED PAGE.

(Upbeat rock music) 
Lars-Peter: OUR TRIP BEGINS IN A BACK ALLEY APARTMENT IN LONDON'S NORTHEAST END.

(Camera shutter clicking) 
Photographer: HAIRY NIPPLE.

♪ 
Man: TABLOIDS HAVE NEVER REALLY BEEN PORNOGRAPHIC. THEY'VE NEVER INDULGED IN THAT KIND OF TABOO BREAKING. I THINK THEY HAVE PUSHED THE BOUNDARIES OF THE ACCEPTABLE, INSOFAR AS THE PAGE THREE GIRL BECOMES PART OF THE BREAKFAST TABLE READING. 
Woman: I THINK PAGE THREE IS KNOWN AS BEING QUINTESSENTIALLY BRITISH. I THINK IT IS A BRITISH INSTITUTION. 
Man 2: THEY'RE FUN. WHAT'S NOT TO LIKE ABOUT A PAGE THREE GIRL, A TOPLESS STUNNER? 
Man 3: I THINK IT REPRESENTS BRITAIN PERFECTLY. I THINK THIS TELLS YOU WHAT BRITS ARE ABOUT, REALLY.

♪ 
Lars: SO WHAT MAKES A GOOD PAGE THREE GIRL? 
Woman: GREAT BOOBS, GOOD BUM, NOT AN OUNCE OF FAT ON HER. 
[ Caption: Katie, 21, from Liverpool - model ]

Katie: YOU GET TO MEET DIFFERENT PEOPLE EVERY DAY. YOU KNOW, YOU CAN HAVE A LAUGH AT THE GIRLS. USUALLY THERE'S A LOT OF MUSIC GOING ON. IT'S FUN, YOU'LL HAVE A GIGGLE. 
[ Caption: Ruth, 24, from Kent - model ]

Ruth: A PHOTOGRAPHER THAT I WORK WITH, THROUGH FASHION, IS THE OTHER GUY THAT DOES PAGE THREE FOR THE SUN. AND HE, SORT OF, SAID TO ME-- I'VE BEEN DOING FASHION FOR A WHILE, AND WANTED A CHANGE IN CAREER-- I SHOULD DO SOMETHING LIKE THIS. IT'S A TOTALLY DIFFERENT WAY OF MODELING. IT'S MORE OF A-- YOU'RE PART OF A GROUP, YOU'RE PART OF A FAMILY, YOU ALL WORK TOGETHER, AND THINGS LIKE THAT. SO IT WAS, JUST, A DIFFERENT SIDE OF MODELING FOR ME TO TRY OUT. 
Kim: WELL, THAT'S ENOUGH TO GET YOUR BLOOD FLOWING. TIME TO READ A BOOK. 'TIL NEXT TIME, I'M KIM CLARKE CHAMPNISS. 
Rachel: AND I'M RACHEL HARRY. PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE, www.booktelevision.com. WE ALWAYS LOVE YOUR FEEDBACK. 
[ Caption: www.booktelevision.com ]

Kim: 'TIL NEXT TIME. 
Rachel: BYE.

(Theme plays: Funky techno music)

♪

[ CREDITS ]

(Closed captions created by Bravo!)  
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